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Four square instruction and practice 
should be incorporated into a writing pro-
gram that is rich with writing experiences.  
During the learning of the organizer, stu-
dents should maintain poetry, shared writ-
ing and journal writing activities.

Section 1
Getting Organized— 
Informational Writing

This section focuses on the sequential 
instruction of the Four Square graphic 
organizer. It begins with activities that are 
appropriate for your emergent and pre-
emergent writers.

Section 2
Other Forms of Composition

Instruction in informational writing is a 
great place to start because of its logical, 
organized delivery. However, young writ-
ers need experiences in a variety of writing 
forms. This section provides Four Square 
teaching tips and examples for the narra-
tive, descriptive, and persuasive styles.

Section 3
Samples of Four Square

and Essays
Use these completed organizers and cor-
responding essays in four different writing 
styles. These can be models for students, 
references for instruction, or anchors for 
your evaluations.

Section 4
Across the Curriculum

Once the Four Square is learned, it is a 
handy tool for writing across the curricu-
lum. This section provides suggestions for 
use in history, the sciences, the arts, and 
even mathematics. If the student is suc-
cessful in Four Square writing, why not 
extend that success?

Section 5
Practice Prompts

Topics, topics, topics! Here are a bunch of 
writing prompts with reproducible pages for 
student practice.

How to Use This Book
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In this step, we move our brainstorming into the Four 
Square format. We will continue our practice in under-
standing the relationships between ideas. The main, 
broad, or general idea is placed in the center square of 
the Four Square (box 1). Boxes 2, 3, and 4 are used 
for supporting detail.

The remaining box, lower right (box 5), will be used to 
build a summary sentence. In practice this is called the 
“wrap-up sentence,” because it wraps up all the main 
ideas like a gift with a bow. This contains all the main 
ideas to focus the future piece of writing. While intro-
ducing this sentence so early in instruction (the sen-
tence is a series, requiring commas and conjunctions), 
the importance of this wrap-up sentence cannot be 
understated. This sentence will anchor the paper, help 
writers keep their focus, and provide the seeds to grow 
both the introductory and concluding sentences. At this point, if students forget commas or 
conjunctions, don’t sweat it. The Four Square is a prewriting tool. We can fuss about the 
conventions when this becomes a draft. Our goal in using the Four Square is to get students 
thinking!
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In this step we move our brainstorming activity onto
the four square format. We will continue our practice
in understanding the relationships between ideas.
The main, broad or general idea is placed in the
center box of the four square (box 1). Boxes 2, 3
and 4 are used for supporting detail. The remaining
box, lower right (box 5), will be employed to build a
summary or concluding sentence. In practice, this is
referred to as the “wrap-up” sentence because it
encompasses all the ideas developed in the four
square in the form of a series sentence.

While introducing the series sentence on instruction
this early may cause technical difficulties, the impor-
tance of the wrap-up sentence cannot be understat-
ed. This all-encompassing sentence is the basis for
future development of introductory and concluding paragraphs. Indeed, the wrap-up is truly
the statement of the three-pronged-thesis-and-development paper. So just remind
students of the need for commas in the serial sentence and get beyond the technical.
Throughout four square instruction, spelling and most technical matters are deem-
phasized. Our goal is to GET STUDENTS TO THINK!

The introduction of the “wrap-up” sen-
tence this early in organization practice
serves well to prepare students for writing
their statements of thesis. This wrap-up
sentence will encompass all the main
ideas of the paper and include the topic.
Certainly the students needn’t worry
about developing a thesis at this point,
but the foundations have been built.

The brainstorming should be an engaging
challenge to students, encouraging even
reluctant writers to participate!

Step 1
4�

Brainstorming Three Supporting Ideas
and Writing a Concluding Sentence

1

2 3

4 5

Step 1 
 4

Brainstorming Three Ideas  
and a Concluding Sentence

Eventually we can build this wrap-up sen-
tence into a thesis statement. This will 
be a sentence containing the main idea 
and all the major supporting points of the 
paper. Certainly the thesis isn’t a focus of 
our instruction just yet, but the foundation 
has been built.

Breaking down the task of writing into 
a simple, fill-in-the-box brainstorming 
should make for an engaging challenge 
for students, even your more reluctant 
writers!
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Name  

Healthy Foods

______________ ______________

______________

Wrap-Up Sentence:

______________

______________

______________

Sports Equipment

______________ ______________

______________

Wrap-Up Sentence:

______________

______________

______________

Directions:  Complete the Four Squares with one item in each box and a wrap-up sentence.
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