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Build deep understanding of text and provide students with ample close 
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contains engaging reading passages designed to aid in the review of key 
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Common Core Alignment Chart

Common Core State Standards* Practice Page(s)
Reading Standards for Literature

Key Ideas and Details 6.RL.1–6.RL.3 5, 59–63, 66–71, 86, 89–119

Craft and Structure 6.RL.4–6.RL.6
60, 61, 66–71, 76, 77, 86–88, 
96–113

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 6.RL.7–6.RL.9 108–119
Range of Reading and Level of Text 
Complexity

6.RL.10
5, 59–63, 66–71, 86–119

Reading Standards for Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details 6.RI.1–6.RI.3
6–58, 64, 65, 72–75, 82–85, 
120–122

Craft and Structure 6.RI.4–6.RI.6
6–9, 20, 21, 24, 25, 28, 29, 32, 33, 
38–45, 48, 49, 52–57, 72–75, 
78–85, 120, 121

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 6.RI.7–6.RI.9
14–17, 20–23, 32–35, 38–43, 46, 
47, 58

Range of Reading and Level of Text 
Complexity

6.RI.10
6–58, 64, 65, 72–75, 78–85, 
120–122

Writing Standards

Text Types and Purposes 6.W.1–6.W.3

8–17, 22–27, 30, 31, 34–39, 42–57, 
59, 64, 65, 68–71, 74, 75, 82–85, 
94, 95, 99–103, 108, 114, 115, 118, 
119

Production and Distribution of 
Writing

6.W.4–6.W.6
14, 15, 38, 39, 48–51, 56, 57, 96, 
97, 99–101, 108, 114, 115

Research to Build and Present 
Knowledge

6.W.7–6.W.9
8–13, 18–23, 34–37, 82, 83, 
120,121

Range of Writing 6.W.10 
8–27, 30, 31, 34–39, 42–57, 59, 64, 
65, 68–71, 74, 75, 82–85, 94–97, 
99–103, 108, 114, 115, 118, 119

Language Standards
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 6.L.4–6.L.6 76–86, 120, 121

* © Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved.
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Read each sentence. Then, write why the sentence is not likely to be real. Use a 
dictionary if needed.

Not Likely!
 1.  The hearing-impaired usher caught us whispering in the darkened theater.

 2.  We live in the vacant house at the end of the street.

 3.  The cow stood behind the corner of the silo. 

 4.  The large rooster can lay up to three eggs each week.

 5.  Because the roads were empty, Dad coasted up the last two hills.

 6.  “Let me know when you are asleep,” Shauna whispered to her sister.

 7.  The survivors of the plane crash were buried at the crash site.

 8.  My brother is an only child.

 9.  Tisha saw an invisible man run out of the bank.

 10. Kade missed the last shot of the game, scoring two points and winning the game 
for his team. 

Main Idea and Details
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Read the passage. Then, answer the questions.

Punxsutawney Phil
Does the groundhog really know when spring will come? 

Where does this superstition come from? And, what is this tradition 
on February 2 about? 

Let's start with spring’s arrival. The groundhog has no inkling 
of the coming of spring. After a period of hibernation, the mammal 
is well -rested and has its appetite to consider. The groundhog puts 
on weight before hibernation, and the body feeds off this extra 
weight all winter. If it is sufficiently awake, the now-thin animal will 
wander out looking for some food. If, however, the groundhog 
is only partially awake, it will most likely roll over and go back to 
sleep.

The Germans had an old tradition about the animal and its 
shadow. Of course, their beast was a bit larger and more European 
because it was the badger. So why did we get the groundhog for 
the story? In the 1800s, a group of German immigrants settled in and around the town of 
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania. They knew their folklore; they enjoyed their traditions. But 
Punxsutawney had no badgers, so they looked for the closest native animal they could 
find: the groundhog. A new tradition was born. 

Now, for the date. Groundhogs living in warmer climates generally awaken in 
January. Groundhogs whose habitats lie to the north and Upper Great Lakes areas 
may not budge from their nests until March. Punxsutawney groundhogs just happen to 
awaken around February 2. 

So, is the groundhog a trustworthy predictor of spring’s arrival? With less than a 40 
percent accuracy rate, probably not. 

 1. Why does the groundhog leave its nest? ______________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 2. What animal was originally used in this tradition?  _____________________________________

 3. Who came to Punxsutawney in the 1800s?  ____________________________________________

 4. Do all groundhogs awaken on February 2?  ___________________________________________

 5. What is the accuracy rate of the groundhog’s prediction?  __________________________

 6. What do you think would be a better predictor to tell when spring will arrive? Why? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Main Idea and Details
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Read the passage. Then, write the main idea and supporting details on the graphic 
organizer.

Octopuses by the Numbers
What has one head, two bulging eyes, three hearts, 

eight arms; lays up to 400,000 eggs; and has existed for 
296 million years? Perhaps the eight arms gave away the 
answer—it's the octopus! This strange ocean creature lives 
along the ocean floor. 

While the octopus is described as having eight arms, 
two of the arms actually act more like legs that propel it 
across the ocean floor. Although it has no bones to speak 
of, it does have a skull to protect its brain. The three hearts 
of an octopus work together to move blood through 
its body. 

After its eggs have hatched, both parents die. Only one or two of the young 
octopuses will survive to adulthood. Is it any wonder this strange creature is referred to as 
a monster of the sea?

Main Idea and Details

Main Idea
Detail

Detail

Detail

Detail

Detail

Detail

Detail

Detail
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Read the passage. Then, answer the questions on page 9.

A Brave Young Woman
Imagine a 17-year-old girl going to her king 

and telling him she would like to lead his army 
to victory. Even more amazing, imagine the king 
agreeing with her. You may think this is a far-fetched 
story, but it really happened.

The year was 1429. Joan of Arc was only 
17 years old when she went to King Charles VII of 
France to tell him she had seen a vision and heard 
the voices of saints. God wanted her to free France 
from the English. She was to lead the French army in 
battle against the English at Orleans.

The king wanted to test her to see if she really 
possessed extraordinary powers. He disguised himself 
and put one of his noblemen on the throne. Joan 
saw right through the disguise and went immediately 
to the real king with her request. He tested her again, 
and she was able to tell him what he prayed to God 
about when he was alone. The king was convinced 
of her powers.

Joan and her army went to Orleans in April 
of 1429 and defeated the English in only 10 days. 
Charles had never been officially crowned king 
because the city of Reims, the coronation site for 
French kings, was in enemy territory. After the victory 
at Orleans, Joan escorted Charles to Reims, where 
he was crowned King on July 17, 1429.

Joan wanted to free France completely from 
the English, so she went again into battle outside Paris. This time, she was wounded and 
captured by the English. Rather than return her to the French in exchange for a ransom, 
as was the custom, the English kept her as a prisoner.

Like the French, the English also believed Joan had supernatural powers. Where the 
French king thought they came from God, the English thought they were from the devil. 
Joan was charged with witchcraft. She was found guilty and burned at the stake on May 
30, 1431, in Rouen, France. Her ashes were thrown into the Seine River. Later, her family 
requested a new trial, and in 1456, she was found innocent. Although it was too late to 
save her life, she was declared a saint. 

Main Idea and Details
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Use the passage on page 8 to answer the questions.

 1.  What is the main idea of the passage?

  A.  A young woman defies a king.

  B.  Joan of Arc was a brave young woman. 

  C.  Teenagers are capable of great things.

  D.  France becomes independent from the England.

 2.  What details support the main idea of the passage? (Cite at least three from the 
passage.)

 

 

 

 

 3.  What else can you learn about Joan of Arc? Research information about Joan of 
Arc on the Internet. Then, write a new paragraph including additional information 
about her life. 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

Main Idea and Details
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Read the passage. Then, complete the outline on page 11.

The Brooklyn Bridge
When the Brooklyn Bridge was opened on May 24, 1883, it was declared to be the 

“Eighth Wonder of the World.” The Brooklyn Bridge joins the boroughs of Brooklyn and 
Manhattan and spans the East River of New York City. At its opening, it was the longest 
suspension bridge in the world. The bridge has a span of 1,595 feet (486.2 m) and cost 
$15 million to build. 

The Brooklyn Bridge is suspended from huge steel cables that are approximately 
16 inches (40.6 cm) thick. The cables are fastened to two gothic-style towers, which 
stand 275 feet (83.8 m) high at each end of the bridge. The bridge holds six lanes of 
traffic in addition to a unique walkway down the center.

The building of the Brooklyn Bridge was one of the greatest architectural 
achievements ever. The credit belonged to a father and son, John A. Roebling and 
Colonel Washington A. Roebling. The Roeblings were pioneer builders of big suspension 
bridges. Prior to the Brooklyn Bridge, wrought iron had been used to support bridges. The 
Roeblings’ plan called for their new bridge to be built with steel-wire cables. To hold the 
cables, the Roeblings had to first construct two large towers. These towers were built on 
huge foundations that were sunk in the riverbed and filled with concrete.

In addition to the financial cost, the building of the Brooklyn Bridge cost some 
much more. Twenty workers lost their lives while building the bridge. John A. Roebling 
also died as the result of an injury he received while surveying the tower site. His son 
continued the project, but not without his own health problems. For months, he was 
confined to his bed, where he viewed the bridge through his telescope. He continued to 
supervise the completion of the bridge with the help of his wife.

Main Idea and Details
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Use page 10 to write details from the passage to support the main idea of each 
paragraph.

 1.  Main Idea 1: The Brooklyn Bridge is one of the greatest engineering feats of all time.

  Detail:      

  Detail:  

  Detail:  

 2.  Main Idea 2: John A. Roebling and Colonel Washington A. Roebling are credited 
with building the bridge.  

  Detail:  

  Detail:  

  Detail:  

 3.  Main Idea 3: The building of the bridge cost more than just money.

  Detail:  

  Detail:  

  Detail:  

 4.  Research additional information about the Brooklyn Bridge on the Internet. Write a 
paragraph about the new information.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Main Idea and Details
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Read the passage. Then, complete the graphic organizer on page 13. 

Yellowstone
Yellowstone National Park is the 

site of some of the most famous natural 
wonders in the world, including geysers, 
hot springs, deep canyons, waterfalls, 
and great evergreen forests. Yellowstone 
is the oldest national park in the world. 
It covers an area of land approximately 
60 miles (96.6 km) by 50 miles (80.5 km). 
Most of the land is located in the state of 
Wyoming, but it also spreads into Idaho 
and Montana. Scientists believe that the 
landscape of Yellowstone was created 
by a series of volcanic eruptions thousands of years ago. Molten rock, called magma, 
remains under the park. The heat from the magma produces the 200 geysers and 
thousands of hot springs for which Yellowstone is well known.

Of all the wonders in Yellowstone, the main attraction is a famous geyser, Old 
Faithful. Approximately every 65 minutes, Old Faithful erupts for three to five minutes. 
The geyser erupts in a burst of boiling water that jumps 100 feet (30.5 m) in the air. Other 
geysers in the park produce a spectacular sight, but none are as popular as Old Faithful.

The magma under the park also produces 
bubbling hot springs and mud pools, called mud 
pots. The largest hot spring in Yellowstone 
is Grand Prismatic Spring. It measures 
370 feet (112.8 m) wide.

Yellowstone Lake measures over 20 miles 
(32.2 km) long and 14 miles (22.5 km) wide. It is the 
largest high-altitude lake in North America. It lies 
almost 8,000 feet (2,438.4 m) above sea level.

Evergreen forests of pine, fir, and spruce trees 
cover 90 percent of Yellowstone. Two hundred 
species of birds are found in Yellowstone. More 
than 40 kinds of other animals live in Yellowstone, 
which is the largest wildlife preserve in the United 
States. Visitors to the park may see bears, bison, 
cougars, moose, and mule deer.

Yellowstone National Park offers more than 
1,000 miles (1,609.3 km) of hiking trails. Over 2 
million people visit the park each year. Yellowstone 
continues to be a fascinating destination for many 
people.

Main Idea and Details
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Use information from the passage on page 12 and research from a book or the Internet 
to complete the graphic organizer.

Main Idea and Details

Natural Wonder 1

Natural Wonders of Yellowstone

Natural Wonder 1 Natural Wonder 2 Natural Wonder 3

Detail Detail Detail

Detail Detail Detail

Detail Detail Detail

Detail Detail Detail
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