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Weeks 8 & 9: Original “Biographical” Expository Essay About an Influential Person
Influential Person--1-3-1 Essay Approach

Overview of Original “Biographical” Expository Quotation Essay

You will be writing a 1-3-1 Essay about an influential person. This will be similar to last week’s
“Biographical” Expository Essay from given material. However, for this essay, you will choose
your own person and find your own material to include in your essay. 

I. TOPIC OF ESSAY
You will be writing about an influential 
person--somewhat biographical while 
being somewhat “persuasive”--per-
suading your audience that the per-
son truly is a person of influence.

II. NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS IN 
THE BODY OF YOUR ESSAY
All students will write 3 paragraphs 
for the body.

III. SENTENCES PER PARAGRAPH
All students will write 7-10 sentences 
per paragraph.

IV. OPENING PARAGRAPH
All students will write an Opening 
Paragraph.

Note: This Overview Box, which is provided at the beginning of each project, is here to give students
(and teachers) an at-a-glance look at the entire composition assignment. Each step of each lesson
is assigned and detailed throughout the week(s).

V. CLOSING PARAGRAPH
All students will write a Closing
Paragraph.  

VI. SOURCES
Students will not cite sources, but will 
use sources to find information about 
their chosen person as needed or de-
sired.

VII. QUOTATIONS WITHIN YOUR 
ESSAY
Each student will include at least one 
quotation--preferably by the influential 
person you have chosen.

VIII. WRITE ON
A. Brainstorming
B. Research
C. Color-Coded Research
D. REASONS and EVIDENCE Develop-

ment
E. Types of Opening Paragraphs
F. Closing Paragraph
G. “Bookend” Essay  
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Lesson A. Choose Your Topic and Brainstorm: Discover Why
Your Person Is Influential

This “Biographical” Expository Essay will be similar to last week’s S-by-S From Given Material Essay that you wrote
about Benjamin Banneker—with several distinct differences:

1. It will be original—you will choose an influential person and determine the reasons you feel he or she is influential.

2. You will research a little. (Remember, essays might require research but generally do not require extensive cita-
tions like research reports do.)

3. It will help prepare you for Persuasive/Argumentative Essay Writing in the last one third of this book. Some of 
the steps that you will follow in outlining and writing this Expository Essay are included in the Persuasive/    
Argumentative Essay Writing—and are steps you will take (albeit, quickly!) in timed or contest essays.

If you have completed other CI writing or language arts books, you are probably getting adept at organizing information
to write. In order to write an essay, you must also have organized information. However, essays are different than
research-based reports in that you often need to develop a point of view or opinion. In other words, you must take
the topic assigned to you and decide what your view is and what you want to say about it.

This week’s essay is a pre-curser to Persuasive Writing in that you are going to “prove” that the person you chose
to write about is influential. Yes, your topic is given to you—a person who is influential. However, it will be up to you
to persuade your readers that your individual truly is influential.

<> A. Start with the topic assigned to you, and complete the following steps to adopt a point of view:

(1) Choose a person who you think is/was influential—in history, religion, modern times.
(2) Only choose one person!
(3) In the Brainstorming Box (BB) provided, jot down anything you think of about the person you chose.

a. You may jot down reasons you think he/she is/was influential.
b. You may jot down anything that you remember from reading about your person.
c. You may jot down accomplishments of your person.
d. Write anything you think of!

(4) Do not be concerned about your ideas being perfect or whether you will actually use the information in       
your essay later. You may list ideas, views, events, verbs, nouns, sayings, feelings, proof, etc.—
anything you think of at this point.

The influential person I will write about is _______________________________________________________.



Lesson B. Study Skills: Research and Organize
<> B. Now that you know who you are writing about, you need to prepare to outline. Follow the steps below to     

research and organize information:
(1) Find a book or article about the influential person you have chosen. Read this and highlight or underline 

anything that stands out to you that makes your person truly influential.
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Brainstorming Box

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
Brainstorming Box A
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Note: If your source is online, print it off, so you will have all of the information you need about 
your person.

(2) Jot down more notes in your Brainstorming Box (BB) from Lesson A that you find in your reading.
(3) Examine your BB with three colors of highlighters to do “Color Coded Research” in the following way:

a. You will write three paragraphs for the body of your essay. Each paragraph will be a “REASON” that your 
person is influential.

i. Your REASONS will be generalities.
ii. For example, This person was influential because he was responsible.

iii. These REASONS may be character qualities, attributes, etc., that tell what kind of person your 
chosen person is.

iv. Again, these REASONS will be vague and general. You will also include EVIDENCE of each 
REASON later.

b. Work in your BB with your three colors of highlighters to highlight three REASONS—and any 
EVIDENCE of those REASONS. In other words, you will say that your person is influential because 
he is or was ________________ (REASON). This is/was shown when he ______________ 
(EVIDENCE of the REASON he was influential).

c. For example, with our Benjamin Banneker example from last week, we could say the following:
i. REASON: Benjamin Banneker was influential because he was curious.
ii. EVIDENCE of him being curious: Built own working clock.

d. Color--code your source in the same color(s) you code your REASON and EVIDENCE for each para-
graph. For example, if you color-coded for paragraph one REASON/EVIDENCE in your Brainstorming 
Box with pink, highlight all information in your source that you might desire to use in your paragraph with 
that sample color.

e. See if you can either find REASONS or EVIDENCES in your BB and color code these so that you color 
one REASON and its EVIDENCE in one color; another one in another color, etc. (See Sample Color 
Coded Brainstorming Box provided.)

f. If you find ideas that you think you would like to include in your Opening or Closing Paragraph, you may 
flip over to those assignments and jot down those notes there.

Sample Color Coded Brainstorming Box

BB born 11/9, 1731                     (1)

(2) (2)

Born in Baltimore , MD                 (1)

(1)

Courageous/used his position (3) (2)

Showed blacks were smart too (3)

Wrote to Thomas Jefferson (3)

Quote James McHenry                                           (1)

(2)Hard-Working

independence in learning

Designed capital cityTaught himself astronomy/predicted eclipse

Couldn’t afford clock

Built own working clock as youth

Poor farmer

Curious



Note About Sample Brainstorming Box: Because this is not a colored curriculum, the three “colors” for the
Color-Coded Research in the Sample Brainstorming Box are light shading, dark shading, and underlined
type. Three colors of highlighters, pens, or colored pencils will work better for you in your Color-Coded
Research. Note also that each paragraph’s POINT (REASON) is in bold font type. 

Lesson C. Study Skills/Research: Outline Body of Essay
Now that you know the influential person you wish to write about—and you have the REASONS your person was influ-
ential and the EVIDENCE(s) for each REASON, you are ready to begin outlining.

<> C-1. Follow these steps to prepare to outline your essay:

1. Study the Sample REASONS and EVIDENCES Box provided.
2. Go back to your Brainstorming Box (BB), and circle the three REASONS your person is influential.

(For example, in the Sample Brainstorming Box, we would circle the following Reasons that we feel that 
Benjamin Banneker is influential: Curious, Hardworking, Courageous/used position.)

3. Number the reasons in the Brainstorming Box in the order that you would like to include them in your essay.
4. Fill in the blanks provided for the “Working” Thesis Statement and REASONS.
5. Move into the REASONS and Examples Box and record the three REASONS and EVIDENCE you have 

chosen for your influential person.

Note: You may have more than one EVIDENCE-per-REASON. However, do not use too many. One 
EVIDENCE-per-REASON gives you one example to focus on and describe, making your essay clean, 
crisp, and easy to follow. It also allows you to develop your EVIDENCE more fully--and prove your 
REASON better
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“Working” Thesis Statement

       Benjamin Banneker      is/was an influential person because he/she was/is 

          curious             ,           hardworking           , and  courageous/used position.

“Working” Thesis Statement

                                                                              is/was an influential person because he/she was/is 

                                     ,                                      , and                                      .

Sample Box C-1

Box C
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REASONS and EVIDENCE

My Three REASONS (generalities/attributes) and EVIDENCES (EXAMPLES)--One REASON and One     
piece of EVIDENCE per Paragraph

REASON 1: __________________________________________________________________________
(quality, attribute, generality)

EVIDENCE for REASON 1: _____________________________________________________________

REASON 2: __________________________________________________________________________
(quality, attribute, generality)

EVIDENCE for REASON 2: ______________________________________________________________

REASON 3: __________________________________________________________________________
(quality, attribute, generality)

EVIDENCE for REASON 3: ______________________________________________________________

Sample REASONS and EVIDENCES

Benjamin Banneker was an influential person because he was curious, hardworking, and resource-

fulness.

REASON 1: Curious

EVIDENCE for REASON 1: Built clock

REASON 2: Hardworking

EVIDENCE for REASON 2: Astronomy/predicted eclipse

REASON 3: Courageous/Used position

EVIDENCE for REASON 3: Showed blacks smart/fought prejudice



<> C-2. Start with your topic and outline your essay following these steps:

(1) Write the topic of your entire essay on the Topic of Essay line provided.

(2) On each paragraph line, write the topic of each one—the One-REASON-per-Paragraph you believe your 
person is influential.

(3) The write the EVIDENCE of that REASON underneath each one (like you did above).

(4) If you need more information about your three EVIDENCES than your original source provides, find
another source to get the details you will need to write informative/persuasive paragraphs about each 
EXAMPLE.

(5) Then beneath each Topic of Paragraph line(s), write thoughts or notes about that aspect that you will want 
to include in that paragraph. Keep these things in mind as you outline:
a. A paragraph is a unit of thought.
b. Each paragraph should be about the REASON and should include details of the Example.
c. Keep focused on those two aspects—that REASON and the EXAMPLE for that REASON.
d. When you change topics, you will change paragraphs—just like when you write three quotes or three 

character qualities.
e. You will take notes Sentence-by-Sentence (S-by-S), but you will have a chance to tweak your 

outlining later, so do not be too concerned with getting each sentence in exactly the right order, etc.
f. You may write down too much information and omit some of it later when you are writing, if needed, but 

do not write down too little information.
g. Try to keep your points balanced. In other words, do not put so much information in one paragraph 

that it will be ten sentences while another only has enough information for four sentences.
h. You may or may not use all of the sentence lines.

Optional: If you think of something that you want to open or close your essay with, flip over to the Opening
Paragraph or Closing Paragraph section and jot your notes down there.

Topic of Essay:                                                                                                                             
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Topic of Paragraph A--REASON (1)                                                                                                     

EVIDENCE (1)                                                                                                                                                   
Topic Sentence                                                                                                                                                 
LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 1 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 2 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Support Sentence (SS-1) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-5 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-6 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-7 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-8 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-9 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic of Paragraph B--REASON (2)                                                                                                     

EVIDENCE (2)                                                                                                                                                   
Topic Sentence                                                                                                                                                 
LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 1 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 2 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Support Sentence (SS-1) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-5 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-6 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-7 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-8 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-9 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Topic of Paragraph C--REASON (3)                                                                                                     

EVIDENCE (3)                                                                                                                                                   
Topic Sentence                                                                                                                                                 

LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 1 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+)--Sentence 2 ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Support Sentence (SS-1) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-5 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-6 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-7 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-8 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-9 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson D. Composition: Write Rough Draft of Essay
<> D-1. Read and study the following information about your essay that you will need to consider when you write:

(1) Even though an essay is more personal than a report (i.e. you tell your opinion), you should not write in 
the first person for this level of essay writing unless you have a personal Opening Paragraph and/or 
Closing Paragraph.
For example:
a. You might say Benjamin Banneker is influential because of his curiosity, hardworking, and resourceful-

ness in the Opening Paragraph.
b. You will write the third, more-professional-sounding-person, without using the words I, we, us, me, you, 

yours, etc.: Mr. Banneker began showing glimpses of his curiosity in his youth.
(2) Follow these steps to write the body of your essay:

a. Read the topic of entire essay line to remind yourself of what your essay is about.
b. Read the Topic of the Paragraph Line (REASON/EVIDENCE) and the sentence notes beneath it.
c. Add any notes to this paragraph that you desire—or mark through things you do not want or 

renumber the sentence lines if you want your information in a different order.
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d. Write the first paragraph of the body of your essay in your notebook or key it on the computer.
e. Be sure to double space (if keying) or write on every other line (if writing by hand).
f. Continue the steps above for the rest of your essay.

Lesson E. Study Skills/Prewriting/Composition: Take Notes and
Write an Original Opening Paragraph

There are many Opening Paragraph options when you are writing a biographical type of essay about a famous person
(such as this week’s influential person). Like all Opening Paragraphs, you want your opening to make the reader want
to continue reading. Your Closing Paragraph should be memorable and sum up who your person is and what that
person accomplished.

1. Direct Questions--One of the best ways to create interest is to ask questions. The simplest way to do this is to ask
the questions directly. One way you could do this in a Benjamin Banneker paper would be to write Who was one of 
the leading mathematicians and astronomers in early America?

2. Cause Reader to Ask Questions--In addition to asking questions directly, there are other ways to “ask questions.”    
If, for example, you start with a person’s humble birth, the readers will ask themselves How did this person make 
an impact on the world? Notice they will ask themselves this question—you don’t have to do it.

3. Story or anecdote--If you start with a clever story or anecdote, the reader will want to learn more about this     
person.

4. List of accomplishments--If you start with a list of accomplishments, the reader will wonder how the person    
accomplished those things.

5. “Bookend” your paper with an Opening Paragraph and a Closing Paragraph that are LINKed to each other. 
Here are some ideas you might want to use for “bookending” a paper about an influential person:

a. Start with birth, end with impact of the person
b. Start with impact the person had and end with birth
c. Start with birth and end with death
d. Begin and end with a story about the person (i.e. a continuing story)
e. Open with a list of accomplishments and close with the impact of those accomplishments
f. Open with obstacles the person faced and end with accomplishments 

<> E-1. Now that you have written the body of your essay, you are ready to write notes for an original Opening
Paragraph.  Follow these steps:

(1) Read the body of your essay aloud to yourself, and consider these options for opening your essay. 
a. Introducing characteristics described in an essay
b. Definition and definition information



c. A song or a poem
d. A story
e. A dialogue
f. A Scripture
g. One of the “bookend” ideas 
h. Other

(2) In your notes, plan on what you will include in your Thesis Statement.* (You may tweak your orig-
inal Thesis Statement to fit in your Opening Paragraph however you see fit.)
a. Remember, a Thesis Statement is a statement that tells the “thesis” of your paper--what your 

entire paper is about.
b. It should be a sentence or two in length and should introduce your reader to your topic.
c. It may be at the very beginning of your Opening Paragraph or at the end of your Opening Paragraph.
d. It should bridge the gap between your catchy Opening Paragraph and the body of your essay.

(3) Write enough notes for 7-10 sentences on the lines provided, again not worrying about the order,     
having too much information, etc.

(4) You may just jot down some thoughts, references, etc., for your Opening Paragraph notes, or you 
may create a  “Sentence-by-Sentence” Outline like you did for the body of your essay.

*Note: If you are used to writing Thesis Statements and Opening Paragraphs, you may experiment with putting your
Thesis Statement later in your Opening Paragraph--even at the very end of your Opening Paragraph, if desired.
Sometimes this helps the flow of your Opening Paragraph when you are using a story or other information in your
Opening Paragraph that you want  to keep all  together--then follow all of this with the Thesis Statement.

Notes for Opening Paragraph

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Opening Paragraph Type

At your level, you should be very deliberate in the types of Opening Paragraphs and Clos-
ing Paragraphs you write. In other words, you should plan each Opening Paragraph and 
Closing Paragraph specifically to your essay. You should not just ramble about your topic. 
Think critically about this essay and determine how you will open it. Write the type of 
Opening Paragraph (song, biography, definition, statistic, informative, etc.) you will use on
the line provided.

Type of Opening Paragraph: __________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

<> E-2. Follow these steps for writing your Opening Paragraph:

(1) Write your Thesis Statement at the beginning of your paragraph that tells or introduces the topic of
your paragraph. (Or plan to put your Thesis Statement later, if desired.)

(2) Number your notes in the order you want them, and add any information you may have forgotten.

(3) Using each set of notes for one sentence in the following way:
a. Read a line of notes.
b. Consider what you want to say about those notes.
c. Say aloud a sentence that you want to use.
d. Write down that sentence.
e. Repeat these steps for all of your notes.
f. You may leave out some information that you do not want to include or add more information if you

remember something you forgot.
g. Write this paragraph in your notebook (on every other line) or key it on the computer (double spaced)

before the essay you just wrote.

Lesson F. Study Skills/Prewriting/Composition: Take Notes for 
an Original Closing Paragraph

<> F-1. Now that you have written the body and Opening Paragraph of your essay, you are ready to write a        
Closing Paragraph.

(1) Your Closing Paragraph will include a Thesis Statement “Reloaded.”
a. Remember, a Thesis Statement “Reloaded” is a statement that “closes” your paper--sums up 

what your entire paper is about.
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b. It should be a sentence or two in length and should close your paper.
c. It may be at the very beginning of your Closing Paragraph or at the end of your Closing Paragraph.
d. It should bridge the gap between your catchy Closing Paragraph and the body of your essay.
e. It should leave your reader with a feeling of satisfaction after reading your paper.
f. It may repeat something catchy from your opening or may repeat the title of your essay, if desired.
g. Be sure your Thesis Statement “Reloaded” is not identical to your Thesis Statement---it should be 

“reloaded” with the key words still in it.

(2) Write enough notes for 7-10 sentences on the lines provided, again not worrying about the order, having
too much information, etc.

(3) You may just jot down some thoughts, references, etc., for your Closing Paragraph notes, or you may create
“Sentence-by-Sentence” Outline like you did for the body of your essay.

(4) Consider the ways to close an essay from this week’s Write On lesson:
a. Summarizing
b. General characterizations
c. Definitions
d. Song/Poems
e. Statistics
f. One of the bookend ideas given in the Opening Paragraph lesson.                  

Note: If you are used to writing Thesis Statements “Reloaded” and Closing Paragraphs, you may experiment with
putting your Thesis Statement “Reloaded” later in your Closing Paragraph--even at the very end of your Closing
Paragraph, if desired. Sometimes this helps the flow of your Closing Paragraph when you are writing a story or other
information in your Closing  Paragraph that you want to keep all together--then follow this with the Thesis Statement
“Reloaded.”
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Closing Paragraph Type

At your level, you should be very deliberate in the types of Opening 
Paragraphs and Closing Paragraphs you write. In other words, you should 
plan each Opening Paragraph and Closing Paragraph specifically to your 
essay. You should not just ramble about your topic. Think critically about 
this essay and determine how you will close it. Write the type of Closing 
Paragraph (song, biography, definition, statistic, informative, etc.) you will 
use on the line provided.

Type of Closing Paragraph: __________________________________________



Notes for Closing Paragraph

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

<> F-2. Follow these steps for writing your Closing Paragraph:

(1) Write an opening sentence (Thesis Statement “Reloaded”) at the beginning of your Closing Para-
graph that tells what your essay was about. (Or plan to put your Thesis Statement “Reloaded” later, if
desired.)

(2) Number your notes in the order you want them, and add any information you may have forgotten.
(3) Using each set of notes for one sentence:

a. Read a line of notes.
b. Think about what you want to say about those notes.
c. Say a sentence aloud that you want to use.
d. Write that sentence down.
e. Repeat these steps for all of your notes.
f. You may leave out some information that you do not want to include or add more information if you

remember something you forgot.
g. Write this paragraph in your notebook (on every other line) or key it on the computer (double spaced),

after the essay you just wrote.
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Lesson G. Composition and Editing: Edit and Revise Using the
Checklist Challenge

<> G. Use the Checklist Challenge located after this week’s lesson to edit your essay.
(1) Complete each revision for each paragraph, as indicated. 
(2) Insert revisions with pen or pencil into your rough draft paper.
(3) Highlight (or code) each revision on your rough draft paper as directed by your teacher.
(4) Check off (or code) each item’s check box on the Checklist Challenge for this week.

Note: If you are not familiar with CI’s Checklist Challenge, and you feel that you need more 
help on it than this upper level book provides, you may desire to secure a first semester MC 
book for levels four through nine or the Character Quality Language Arts Teacher’s Guide--
both of which contain detailed lessons on the How To’s of the Checklist Challenge.

Note: Notice that after several tasks of the Checklist Challenge, the items start 
to contain words like “If you have already done this, highlight the word or sentence 
in your paper and highlight the check box(es) as directed by your teacher.” When you 
start to see these words, you may just locate the items in your paper and code them for 
your teacher rather than adding more of them. Be sure you code the items in your paper 
and in the task list of the CC Chart.

Lesson H. Composition: Final Copy Original “Biographical” Essay
<> H-1. Write the final copy of your essay in your notebook (on every line). If you prefer, you may key it on the     

computer (double spaced).

<> H-2. Read your final copy aloud. Do you like the way it sounds now? Do you notice an improvement in your 
essay since you completed the Checklist Challenge?
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Read your essay to your teacher or an older sibling. Together, listen for sentences that sound 
unclear. Be sure to read aloud. You will “hear” errors you would otherwise not find. Place a check 
mark in each CC box with a pen or pencil when this step is completed. 

Focus on content errors at this time.

Circle each verb with a light colored highlighter. This will make it easier to change your verbs 
and to add adverbs (ly words and others) as further directed. “Code” the CC boxes in the same 
way you coded your located verbs in your paper.

Be sure to circle all of the following verbs:
• Action verbs--show what the subject does
• Be, a Helper, Link verbs (BHL)--being, helping, and linking verbs (is, are, am, was, were, has, had, do, does, etc.)
• Infinitives--to + verb (to +action verb or to + BHL verb)
Be sure you circle the verbs in your writings as this step is crucial later in the Checklist 
Challenge. However, do not get discouraged if you miss some. You do not need to labor  
over each word, fearful of missing a verb. The more you look for the verbs, the better you 
will get at finding them--and the better you will get at the verb-related CC items.

Change one of the “boring” verbs in each paragraph to a “strong” verb. You may select one 
from the list below or choose one of your own. “Code” the CC boxes in the same way that you 
coded your added verbs in your paper.

Instead of Use Instead of Use Instead of Use
found discovered looking appearing run sprint
coming visiting sit recline talk communicate
go hasten to asked interrogated lay recline
said announced write pen lie deceive
look examine answered responded play frolic
walk saunter lie stretch out talk proclaim
list enumerate become develop work toil
look scan see determine add enhance
help assist teach instruct

Be sure you add or delete words in the sentence when inserting your new verb, as needed for clarity.

All All All All

All

All All All All

All

All All All All

All
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Complete the Checklist Challenge by using these guides:
• Determine which check boxes apply to your level.
•  Each box will indicate the number of changes that need to be completed (normally one box for each paragraph).

ALL LEVELS

BASIC LEVEL only

EXTENSION only

OPTIONAL -- Your teacher will decide whether you should complete this task or not, based on your grammar/usage level.

All

B

E

Optional



Add an adverb (ly word or other) to each paragraph. You may select one from the list below or 
choose one of your own. “Code” the CC boxes in the same way that you coded your added 
adverbs in your paper. 

Examples:
only totally joyfully willingly completely never
practically significantly closely finally diligently seldom
cheerfully carefully laboriously gladly slowly later
extremely gratefully happily sometimes always tomorrow
fully thoughtfully interestingly apparently cautiously repeatedly

An adverb is a describer that describes or modifies a verb, adjective, or other adverb. An adverb tells
where, when, how, or to what extent.

Add one descriptive adjective to each paragraph. You may select one from the list below or 
choose one of your own. “Code” the CC boxes in the same way that you coded your added 
adjectives in your paper.

Examples:
stringent gracious lengthy trusted courteous infallible
meek meager valiant understanding trustworthy horrendous
courageous   fulfilling preoccupied terrible incapable presumptuous

An adjective is a describer that describes a noun or pronoun. It tells whose, which one, how 
many, or what kind. You should add descriptive adjectives--those that tell what kind.

From the Banned Words List below, select one word (or form of that word) that you have in one 
of your paragraphs, omit it, and substitute a similar, but stronger, word. If you do not have any 
Banned Words, just “code” the CC check box(es) as directed by your teacher (or place a 
check mark  in each one that represents a paragraph with no Banned Words).  

Banned Word List
very             big              really            good              great        fine            slow
say              bad             little              want               see                 look           such                                                     
ask              lot               find               walk               said                go             become
sit               think            soft               fast                many              find       

*like (Like is only banned when it is a verb. When used as a preposition, like often creates a simile--and is 
not a Banned Word.)                            

Advanced students should omit as many Banned Words as possible throughout all para-
graphs.

Add one word you have never used before in writing (or more than one, according to 
your level), if you and your teacher think it is appropriate. If you have already done this, 
you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and these words in your paper as directed 
by your teacher.

A word you have never used in writing might be one you use in speaking but not in your essay. Do
not be afraid to use words you cannot spell! Use spell check on the computer or a dictionary to
spell these challenging words.
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Add a sentence to the beginning of your paper that describes the whole piece. This is called 
the Thesis Statement . If you have already done this, you should still “code” the CC 
check box and the Thesis Statement in your paper as directed by your teacher.

Examples:
• Report about raccoons: Ever wonder how that furry bandit known as a raccoon                                                            

manages to get into your coolers while you sleep in your tent at night?
• Report about an experience: When I just turned thirteen years old, I found out the 

challenging way how important siblings truly are.

Tips
• Write a sentence that describes your paper without telling the reader exactly what it is 

about.
• Do not say: In this paper you will learn about . . .
• Be sure this Thesis Statement is truly representative of the content of your entire

composition.
• Your Thesis Statement is your commitment to write about that topic. It should 

cleverly introduce your composition’s subject.
• If your paper does not have a separate Opening Paragraph, you will want to add an     

Opening Thesis Statement-Plus--a sentence or two introducing your topic that con-
tains the Thesis Statement--to the beginning of your paper.

Add a sentence to the very end of your writing that restates your Thesis Statement in some 
way. This is called the Thesis Statement “Reloaded” and should conclude your paper. If you 
have already done this, you should still “code” the CC check box and the Thesis Statement 
“Reloaded” as directed by your teacher. 

You may choose to include Thesis Statement “Reloaded” that restates the title of your paper
rather than the Thesis Statement.

Add one SSS5—Super Short Sentence of five words or fewer. If you have already done 
this, you should still “code” the CC check box and the SSS5 in your paper as directed 
by your teacher.

Examples:
• They display extraordinary stealth.
• Then, they are trapped!
• And soon it happened.

Using a thesaurus, if needed, change one word in each paragraph to a more advanced or 
distinct word. If you and your teacher feel that your vocabulary is advanced enough,  
you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the advanced words in your paper 
as directed by your teacher. 

Instead of: Use: Instead of: Use:
tree maple deep bottomless
kind compassionate turn swerve
grass blades loud obnoxious 

This may be any type of word--noun, verb, describer, etc. When choosing the new word, select one
that paints a more vivid picture, gives better detail, is more distinct, etc. Do not just randomly se-
lect a word. Your new word choice should be intentional.
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Create a title, and put it at the top of the your paper. If you have already done this, you should
still “code” the CC check box and the title in your paper as directed by your teacher.

Consider the following ideas:
• Something catchy
• Something bold 
• A song title or line 
• A Scripture 
• Something informative 
• Something biblical 
• Something about character 
• Other 

Tips:
• Center your title at the top of the first page of your composition. 
• Capitalize the first letter of the first and last word. 
• Capitalize all the words within the title that are important--but not three-letter-

or-fewer articles, pronouns, or prepositions. 
• Do not italicize your title, though you may treat it like a minor work and sur-

round it with quotation marks (regular ones, not single ones), if desired.

Choose a word (or forms of a word) that you used more than one time within each
paragraph. If the word sounds redundant, change that word, at least once, to a word with a 
similar meaning. If you do not have any redundancy, just “code” the CC check box(es) 
as directed by your teacher.

Examples:
• If joyful is redundant, substitute elated the next time.
• If drove is redundant, substitute careened the next time.
• If answered is redundant. substitute retorted the next time.

Note: Advanced level students should omit as much redundancy as possible throughout all 
paragraphs.

Do not change insignificant words such as was, it, and, etc.

Add different sentence openers (also known as introductory material or non-essential 
information). If you have already done these, you should still “code” the CC check boxes and 
the sentence openers in your paper as directed by your teacher. 
Examples:

• A subordinate clause opener: When the spider’s victims are in these challenging positions, those
critters are dinner for sure! (Sub Clause + Subordinator + subject + verb)

• A prepositional phrase opener: From these traps and snares, their prey seldom escape.
• An ing opener: Acting via traps and snares, spiders trap prey easily.
• An ed opener: Designed individually for each family of spider, a web is truly a work of art.
• A short PP that requires a comma: From this, the prey cannot get loose.
• A transition word or phrase: Next, the spider designs a temporary spiral of non-sticky silk to act as 
basting.
• An ly word (adverb): Amazingly, the spider produces silk threads from special glands in its 
abdomen.

• An ly phrase or clause followed by a comma: Slowly backtracking, the spider creates a spiral of sticky silk.
• A conjunctive adverb: Henceforth, the victim cannot escape.
• An interjection: Yes, the spider is a stealthy creature.
• Other non-essential material of your choice: Once there, the “dinner” has no way of escape.

Upper level students should choose various ones -- preferably without much repeating.
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Combine two complete, related sentences with a semicolon. If you have already done this, you 
should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the “semicolon compound sentence(s)” in your 
paper as directed by your teacher. 

Examples:
• Some predators do not catch their prey by assailing them directly; these sneaky ones use far  

more subtle methods.
• They act via traps and snares; they put their victims in challenging positions.

A semicolon in the middle of two Complete Sentences (CS) is one way of creating a 
compound sentence--two sentences joined together as one. When you are instructed 
concerning this compound sentence creation, you may see this combination as CS ; 
CS (Complete Sentence semicolon Complete Sentence).

Combine two sentences (or one sentence and one [or more] phrase/clause) into one complete 
sentence using the conciseness technique of your choice. If you have already done this, you 
should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the sentence in your paper as directed by 
your teacher. 

Examples:
• Appositive:

Two sentences: A spider’s web is an intricate trap. It seldom releases its victims.
One sentence: A spider’s web, an intricate trap, seldom releases its victims.
An appositive is a phrase dropped into a sentence--and surrounded by 
commas--that renames or restates the words before it.

• Compound verbs:
Two sentences: It traps its victims. It ensnares its victims.
One sentence: It traps and ensnares its victims.

Subject + verb + verb

• Subordinate clause placement:
Two sentences: The spider secures the center of the bridge with a vertical silk strand. 

Then it constructs a frame.
One sentence: Once the spider secures the center of the bridge with a vertical strand,  

it constructs a frame.
Sub Clause opener (subordinator + sub + verb) + CS 

• Another non-essential opener:
Two sentences: They are far more subtle in their methods. They act via traps and snares 

to put their victims in challenging positions.
One sentence: Subtle in their methods, they act via traps and snares to put their victims 

in challenging positions.
Phrase + CS

• Surbordinate clause placement mid sentence:
Two sentences: Orb webs are the ones seen by people most often. They are created by 

two families of spiders.
One sentence: Orb webs, which people see most often, are created by two families 

of spiders.
A subordinate clause (subordinator + Sub + verb) dropped into a sentence--and 
surrounded by commas--that gives more information.

• Conjunctive adverb:
Two sentences: A spider sits patiently in the center of the web. It waits for its victim.
One sentence: A spider waits for its victim; moreover, it sits patiently in the center of its 

web.
CS; CA, CS
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• Conjunctive adverb within a sentence:
Two sentences: They are far more subtle in their methods. They act via traps and snares 

to put their victims in challenging positions.
One sentence: They are far more subtle, however, acting via traps and snares

CS, CA, CS

• Dash preceding clause or phrase:
Two sentences: Some predators do not catch their prey by assailing them directly. They 

are far more subtle in their methods.
One sentence: Some predators do not catch their prey by assailing them directly--they 

are far more subtle in their methods.
CS--CS 

• Coordinating conjunction (cc) between two complete sentences (CS):
Two sentences: Each of the twenty-five families of spiders has its own design for a web.  

Orb webs are the ones most often seen by people.
One sentence: Each of the twenty-five families of spiders has its own design for a web, 

but orb webs are the ones most often seen by people.
CS , cc CS

• Semicolon between two complete sentences:
Two sentences: Spiders create intricate webs. Victims seldom escape from them.
One sentence: Spiders create intricate webs; victims seldom escape from them.

CS ; CS

• Colon usage:
Two sentences: There are two crafty predators. These include the spider and the Venus’ 

fly trap.
One sentence: There are two crafty predators: the spider and the Venus’ fly trap.

CS : CS

Upper level students should choose various ones -- preferably without much 
repeating.

Edit each paragraph with your teacher, and correct any usage or spelling errors. Place a 
check mark in each CC box with a pen or pencil when this step is completed.
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