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Introduction
Good handwriting is a necessary skill in life. Today, many children and adults rely on computers for the bulk 
of their writing, but the ability to fill in a form, write a card of congratulations, or write a personal letter to 
a friend using clearly formed letters is important. Like riding a bike or developing any other skill, handwriting
must be learned and perfected through consistent practice. While Horizons Penmanship 6 does not introduce
any new letters or forms, it offers students a time of focused study and writing practice. 

Course Theme: Words of Wisdom from Around the World 

In this course, students practice penmanship using words of wisdom from around the world. The passages
include Aesop’s fables, Persian proverbs, African proverbs, Jewish proverbs, Brazilian proverbs, Russian proverbs,
Chinese proverbs, Epigrams, Medieval Riddles, Modern Riddles, Rules for Life, Native American Wisdom, Prayers,
Blessings, Creeds, Virtues, and Things Desired. Each week the students practice handwriting using part of a pas-
sage. Throughout the lessons, students have an opportunity to react to the words and find other examples from
different sources. The students also have some fun writing letters and words from other languages such as
Greek, Swahili, Somali, Navajo, Lakota, Persian (Farsi), Old English, French, Chinese, and Latin. The students are
given opportunities to write their own fables, proverbs, riddles, rules of life, creeds, list of things desired, and list
of virtues.

Course Goal: 

The goal of the handwriting teacher is to develop in the student the skill of legible handwriting. Handwriting
skills are important because assessment tests evaluate legibility and many college exams still require essays to
be handwritten during the exam time. Good handwriting is a skill that enhances communication and prevents
misunderstandings. Legible handwriting is a means by which thoughts and ideas are captured and communicated.
A handwritten personal note, invitation, or letter is a warm, respectful way to correspond with other people.

At the 6th grade level it is appropriate to request that students rewrite class work papers that are sloppy and
not up to par. Require that they use standard headings and margins. Good handwriting is easy to read, quick to
write and pleasing to look at. Careless handwriting is a sign of discourtesy and is difficult to read. Examiners
are real people and may not take to time to carefully read answers that are written with poor penmanship. If
handwriting reveals your thoughts then bad handwriting is a visible sign of poor thinking. Penmanship is a life-
long skill; it will be used for the rest of the student’s life.

Course Structure: 

For your convenience, the course has been structured around the 180-day schedule of a traditional school year,
with one lesson provided for each day of the five-day school week. In total, there are 160 lessons in Horizons
Penmanship 6, making it a 32-week course.  However, the course is highly flexible and can be adapted to suit
other schedules. 

Five-day cycle of lessons:

Day 1: Cursive Practice Students practice basic cursive skills by writing new words and
phrases from the chosen passage.

Day 2: Cursive Practice Students practice basic cursive skills by writing new words and
phrases from the chosen passages and by answering some com-
prehension questions to get them thinking about the passage. Stu-
dents also write letters or words from other languages.

Day 3: Manuscript Practice Students maintain basic manuscript skills by writing all or part of the
week’s passage in manuscript.
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Day 4: Final Cursive Practice Students practice writing the assigned passage in cursive to prepare
for Day 5.

Day 5: Penmanship Performance Students copy the passage for the week in their best handwriting on
a specially illustrated page, giving themselves a chance to demon-
strate their improved style. These Day 5 pages may be displayed or
compiled into a booklet as a portfolio of finished work. The second
side of this page gives the students an opportunity to apply their
penmanship skills by copying an excerpt from a similarly themed
passage they have not practiced.

Note: Reproducible copies of each week’s passage can be found at the back of this Teacher’s Guide.

Course Assessment: 

Because assessment is ongoing, you will find that there are no assignments requiring formal grading, such as
quizzes or tests. However, the daily lessons provide ample opportunity for the evaluation of student work. It is
important to carefully examine student writing during and after each lesson to ensure continued improve-
ment. You may find the “Correct Formation of Manuscript Letters and Numbers” and the “Correct Formation
of Cursive Letters and Numbers” guides useful as you evaluate student performance.

Course Features:

Skill Builder:This section of the lessons for Days 1-3 gives students an opportunity to focus on
basic strokes, specific letters, and joinings between pairs of letters.

Word Practice:At the start of each week, students will find a list of words to practice from the
assigned passage. Teachers and parents can decide whether students will practice writing the words or
will use them in a sentence. Students may need dictionaries to look up word definitions. Some compre-
hension questions are asked that need to be answered in complete sentences.

Self-Evaluation: After many of the practice lessons, the students are asked a question that helps
them to self-evaluate their handwriting. These questions are to be answered in complete sentences.

Line Sizing: In the course of this year’s work, the guidelines on which the students practice their
writing will gradually be eliminated until the student workbook pages resemble the traditional note-
book paper students use in school or for their other work. Guidelines will continue to be used until
Lesson 80.  After that, all lessons will be featured without guidelines. This staged removal of the guide-
lines will help students grow accustomed to writing on regular tablet paper. 

Repetition:Writing well is a skill learned through practice. For this reason, your students will notice
a certain amount of repetition in handwriting activities throughout the course. Carefully observe stu-
dent work and encourage students to continue to make each repetition better than the one before.
Remind students that this repetition will help them to improve their writing and will help them to
learn valuable truths from the words of wisdom.

Teacher’s Guide: In this book, you will find a week-by-week and lesson-by-lesson guide to the
assignments, with reproductions of pages from the student workbook and teacher tips to help facili-
tate the learning process. Consult the guide to find out what materials are needed for each week’s
lessons.

Course Atmosphere:

While practice is the most crucial element to developing perfect penmanship, here are a few extra tips to
keep in mind as you work through the material with your students. 
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1.  Handwriting should never be hurried.  Always give adequate “warm-up” time before writing begins. For
example, you may ask students to write in a journal or do a free writing exercise before beginning their
workbook lesson.

2.  Handwriting should be practiced in a relaxed, non-stressful environment. Try playing some soft, light clas-
sical music in the background while students practice.

3.  The accurate formation of numbers and letters, both cursive and manuscript, is a key skill students
should develop. Spend some time reviewing the correct formation of letters and numbers with your
students.

4.  Proper form and posture are essential for good penmanship. Spend some time at the beginning of the
course to go over with students the proper way to hold a pencil and correct posture for handwriting.
Use the illustrations on the following pages as a guide.

5.  Short daily practice in handwriting will produce better results than a lengthy time spent on the subject
once a week.

6.  Handwriting time should be just that; a focus on improving handwriting skills. The students are copying
words and sentences, not creating well thought out original compositions. Composition and compre-
hension skills need to be evaluated in another class setting. When a student focuses on the content of
what they are writing the quality of the penmanship will be less. Ultimately, improvement in basic pen-
manship skills should transfer over to other writing assignments but the same level of penmanship per-
formance should not be expected for regular class work. It should be good but not quite as good.

Instruction
Teacher’s Role:

The lesson plan for each week starts with a page that includes the entire passage for the week, a list of
needed materials, and suggested extension activities to expand the student’s understanding of the passage
for the week.

Student lessons for Days 1-3 begin with a Skill Builder section. This section provides a time of focused
review of individual letters and the stroke sequences for writing them. The instructor should begin the
daily lesson with a short time of direct instruction illustrating and demonstrating the concepts on the
board.  After the presentation, a few students can be asked to review their comprehension of the concepts
by writing specific letters or joinings on the board. While these students are writing, the rest of the class
can be air-writing the same concept. Students can be asked to assess the work done on the board, pointing
out the strengths and weaknesses of the board work. Following this time of direct instruction the students
can complete their worksheets individually. The instructor should circulate through the classroom stopping
to examine each student’s work and writing process.  Areas needing improvement should be pointed out
and specific advice for improvement should be given.

Correcting papers after school and handing them back the next day is very ineffective for correcting hand-
writing problems. It is better to identify a letter done incorrectly as the student is writing it, offer specific
instructions for correcting the mistake and then have the student practice the letter some more to correct
the error. Intense supervision of the writing process will do more to correct poor penmanship rather than
large blocks of general instruction in handwriting. Many Olympic events are judged immediately after they
are performed. Handwriting evaluation should be similar. Do not allow a student to continue to practice
something wrong. Point out how a correction is to be made and ask the student to do some additional
practice of the technique.
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Student lessons for Days 4 & 5 require less direct instruction. On these days continue to closely observe
each student’s writing process. Look for weaknesses pointed out in previous sessions that still have not
been corrected. Most importantly, look for areas that have improved and offer compliments and praise to
each of the students for something that has been done.

The teacher must be aware of how the student attempts to write. The way in which they approach the
chalkboard, paper, and workbook can influence their writing. Pay special attention to pencil holding, paper
placement, desk position, and posture because they directly and automatically relate to skill in writing.
There is a difference between reading position and writing position. In reading position the book or paper
is placed directly in front of the student and parallel to the desk or table. Writing position is much differ-
ent. The paper is tilted 30-45 degrees so that the lines are perpendicular to the writer's arm. The writer's
arm is at the bottom of the paper.

Handwriting Evaluation:

Legibility is the major criterion for evaluating handwriting. Legible handwriting frees a student to focus on
thoughts and ideas rather than on letterforms when writing or taking notes. In this course the major goal is
for the student to increase penmanship proficiency in both manuscript and cursive styles.

At this age students definitely begin to differentiate in their handwriting styles. This is not unusual; a person’s
handwriting is often a unique identifier, for example the requirement for signatures on checks and important
documents.  All of your students will have distinctively different styles. Don’t expect all their writing to look
the same but expect consistency in shape, spacing, slant, smoothness, and size of the letters.

Keys to Penmanship Success (Make a classroom poster of these.)

Shape - Does a letter look the same every time that it is written?

Size - Are the vertical heights of the short and tall letters uniform across a page? Are some letters
too fat and others too thin?

Slant - Are the slants of the letters parallel?

Spacing - Is the space between letters consistent? Is the space between words consistent? Is the
space between sentences consistent?

Sitting - Is good posture being used while writing? Are the writing materials correctly positioned on
the desk?

Smoothness - Are the curves smooth and not jagged? Is a consistent pressure being applied so
lines are not dark or light?

Strokes - Are the proper letter strokes being used? 

Speed - Are the letters being formed quickly with a fluid motion? Are the joinings between letters
being formed smoothly or is there pause between letters?

Grading:

Penmanship 6 does not contain formal tests for assessment purposes. Instead, each Day 5 Performance Page
is a functional summary assessment. It is an example of the student’s best work. Use the Keys to Penmanship
Success to evaluate each student’s work by awarding up to 10 points for each category. Total the points and
divide by the number of categories to obtain a percentage score.
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Do not mark every error on a student’s page so that it becomes a maze of marks. Instead circle the best
example of a letter on the page and tell the student to write more like it or write a model on the page for
him to follow.

When handwriting ceases to be evaluated it tends to deteriorate. This often happens to adults and older
students as they begin to take shortcuts and really don’t care how their writing looks to someone else.
Self evaluation is important because the correct principle must be known before applying it to the writing
evaluation.
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Remediation:

Blank reproducible sheets of paper with guidelines can be found in the Reproducible Practice Pages of this
handbook. See the Table of Contents for the pages where they can be found. These can be reproduced and
given to students for additional practice should they “mess up” on a page from their workbook. It is not
unreasonable to expect effort and good work from each of your students. Do not hesitate to ask a student
who has been lazy or sloppy to do a lesson over again. Demand high penmanship standards in all of their
course work. The skills that they learn in the penmanship program should transfer over to their other
work.

Reproducible sheets for the 5th day Performance page are also available at the back of this handbook.
These can be given to students who need or want extra practice on the words of wisdom prior to the
Day 5 lesson.

Pencils or Pens:

A majority of the student work in this penmanship program should be completed with a soft lead pencil.
Number 2 pencils are still required for most assessment testing. Occasionally let them use a free flowing
pen, a ball point pen, a gel pen, or a roller ball pen. Establish some rules for crossing out words to make
corrections or for doing write-overs on top of errors. Discuss the overall quality of their writing using the
different instruments. The students may pressure you to let them do more of the work with pens. Experi-
encing how the quality of their writing suffers with certain pens may help to relieve this pressure. Experi-
ment with sharpeners to find one that works the best for pencils. The old fashioned hand crank sharpeners
tend to leave a longer wood section that can help students grip the pencil further back from the tip.
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Correct Left-Handed PositionCorrect Right-Handed Position

Paper is placed on an angle to the left.  An
arrow drawn on the bottom left-hand corner of
the writing paper should point toward the belly
button. Left hand steadies the paper and moves it
up as they near the bottom of the page. Right
hand is free to write. Their right arm should be at
a right angle to the lines on the paper.

Paper is placed at an angle of 30-45 degrees to
the edge of the desk.  An arrow drawn on the
bottom right-hand corner of the writing paper
should point toward the left shoulder of the stu-
dent for manuscript writing and toward the belly
for cursive writing. Right hand steadies the paper
and moves it up as they near the bottom of the
page. Left hand is free to write. Watch the hand
positions carefully as shown in the picture. Books
or other materials should be placed at the right
of the paper. 

Left-handed writers should never write on
paper that is held in a three-ring binder. This may
force the student to adopt a hook position. Les-
son pages from the Horizons Penmanship student
book should be removed for the same reason.
Some experts recommend a table or desk that is
two inches lower than the height used by a right-
handed student. 

Left-handed students should be seated on the
right side of the room facing the board to better
see demonstrations as they are performed.

Tips for Good Handwriting
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Correct Hand and Pencil Position

Correct Posture

Have the students sit up tall, leaning slightly for-
ward but not bending over the desk. Put feet flat
on the floor. Both arms will rest on the desk.
Hold the paper with the free hand. The desk
height should not be higher than the bottom rib
or two inches above the flexed elbows when the
student is seated.  A high desk forces the arms
out to the sides and changes the arm entry posi-
tion to the paper. Some recommend that a left-
handed student have a desk that is 2” lower than
that of a right-handed student.  A slanted surface
of 7-15 degrees is preferred over a flat tabletop
but this is not always an option.

Hold the pencil loosely about 1/2” to 1” above
the sharpened point. Hold it between the thumb
and index (pointer) finger. Let it rest on the mid-
dle finger. This is called the three-point grip. The
angle of the pencil to the paper should be about
45 degrees. Do not grip the pencil tightly or the
hand will become very tired. Do not let the hand
slip down to the sharp point or there will be diffi-
culty in writing properly. Keep the wrist rolled
down toward the paper. Triangular pencil grips can
be used to help develop correct finger position-
ing.

Left-handed students should hold the pencil
loosely about 1” to 1 1/2” above the sharpened
point.

Tips for Good Handwriting
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Correct Formation of Manuscript Letters and Numbers

2

3
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. , ; : “ ” – …



16 Horizons Penmanship 6

Correct Formation of Cursive Letters and Numbers

Y ỳ Z z̀
U ù V v̀ W ẁ X x̀
Q q R r̀ S s̀ T t̀
M m̀ N ǹ O o P p̀
I ì J j̀ K k̀ L l̀
E è F f̀ G g H h̀
A a B b̀ C c D d 

1 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 0
! ? . , : ; “ ” - …
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Scope & Sequence
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Week 1: Lessons 1–5
Words of Wisdom: Aesop’s Fable, The Crow and the Pitcher, Part 1

LESSON 1: CURSIVE PRACTICE

Skill Builder: Lowercase letters with initial undercurve and slant strokes

Trace and write the words: fable Aesop tale
moral characters Crow
Pitcher perishing thirst

LESSON 2: CURSIVE PRACTICE

Skill Builder: Write the Greek letters. Alpha: Αα, Beta: Ββ, Gamma: Γγ, Delta: Δδ

Trace and write the words: delight flew reached
discovered grief contained
possibly animals hoping

LESSON 3: MANUSCRIPT PRACTICE

Skill Builder: Vertical and horizontal strokes 

Practice writing the Aesop’s Fable:
A fable is a short tale used to teach a moral, often with animals as characters.
The Crow and the Pitcher. 
A crow perishing with thirst saw a pitcher, and hoping to find water, flew to it with delight. 
When he reached it, he discovered to his grief that it contained so little water that he
could not possibly get at it.

LESSON 4: FINAL CURSIVE PRACTICE

Practice writing the Aesop’s Fable:
A fable is a short tale used to teach a moral, often with animals as characters.
The Crow and the Pitcher. 
A crow perishing with thirst saw a pitcher, and hoping to find water, flew to it with delight. 
When he reached it, he discovered to his grief that it contained so little water that he
could not possibly get at it.

LESSON 5: PENMANSHIP PERFORMANCE

Penmanship performance page for writing: The Crow and the Pitcher, Part 1

Additional writing selection: Aesop’s Fable, The Dog and His Reflection
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Week 2: Lessons 6–10
Words of Wisdom: Aesop’s Fable, The Crow and the Pitcher, Part 2

LESSON 6: CURSIVE PRACTICE

Skill Builder: Lowercase letters with initial undercurve and slant strokes

Trace and write the words: tried everything reach
efforts vain collected
stones dropped

LESSON 7: CURSIVE PRACTICE

Skill Builder: Write the Greek letters. Epsilon: Εε, Zeta: Ζζ, Eta: Ηη, Theta: Θθ

Trace and write the words: brought Necessity mother
invention saved beak

Write and answer the comprehension question:
What does the moral of this story mean?

LESSON 8: MANUSCRIPT PRACTICE

Skill Builder: Vertical letters and numbers

Practice writing the Aesop’s Fable:
He tried everything he could think of to reach the water, but all his efforts were in vain.
At last, he collected as many stones as he could carry and dropped them one by one with
his beak into the pitcher, until he brought the water within his reach and thus saved his life.
The moral of this fable is:
Necessity is the mother of invention.

LESSON 9: FINAL CURSIVE PRACTICE

Practice writing the Aesop’s Fable:
He tried everything he could think of to reach the water, but all his efforts were in vain.
At last, he collected as many stones as he could carry and dropped them one by one with
his beak into the pitcher, until he brought the water within his reach and thus saved his life.
The moral of this fable is:
Necessity is the mother of invention.

LESSON 10: PENMANSHIP PERFORMANCE

Penmanship performance page for writing: The Crow and the Pitcher, Part 2

Additional writing selection: Write a fable with the same moral as The Crow and the Pitcher
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Week 17: Lessons 81–85
Words of Wisdom: Medieval Riddles, Part 4

LESSON 81: CURSIVE PRACTICE

Skill Builder: Uppercase letters with initial curve forward strokes

Trace and write the words: winsome richly embellished
revelers battle adornment
swallow bright-shining breath

LESSON 82: CURSIVE PRACTICE

Skill Builder: Write the Old English words. girl: mæden, world: woruld, had: hæfde, poor: wanspedig

Trace and write the words: chest strains heroes
proudly spoil spoiler
sounding foemen put to flight

LESSON 83: MANUSCRIPT PRACTICE

Skill Builder: Forward circle letters

Practice writing the riddle:
At times I hang winsome on wall, richly embellished, where revelers drink. 
At times a warrior bears me on a horse, a battle adornment, and I swallow, bright-shining,
the breath from his chest. 
At times with my strains I summon the heroes, proudly to wine. 
At times I win back spoil from the spoiler, with sounding voice, put foemen to flight. 
Now ask what I’m called.

LESSON 84: FINAL CURSIVE PRACTICE

Practice writing the riddle:
At times I hang winsome on wall, richly embellished, where revelers drink. 
At times a warrior bears me on a horse, a battle adornment, and I swallow, bright-shining,
the breath from his chest. 
At times with my strains I summon the heroes, proudly to wine. 
At times I win back spoil from the spoiler, with sounding voice, put foemen to flight. 
Now ask what I’m called.

LESSON 85: PENMANSHIP PERFORMANCE

Penmanship performance page for writing: Medieval Riddles, Part 4

Additional writing selection: Write your own riddles
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Week 18: Lessons 86–90
Words of Wisdom: Thomas Jefferson’s Rules for the Good Life, Part 1

LESSON 86: CURSIVE PRACTICE

Skill Builder: Uppercase letters with initial curve forward strokes

Trace and write the words: Rules Good Life Thomas
Jefferson tomorrow trouble
cheap dear Never

LESSON 87: CURSIVE PRACTICE

Skill Builder: Write the French words. cow: vache, walking: promenade, paper: papier, book: livre

Write and answer the comprehension questions:
Did you ever put something off “till tomorrow” that you should have done “today?” What?
How can you “spend your money before you have it?”
Did you ever buy something just because it was on sale and never really used it? What?

LESSON 88: MANUSCRIPT PRACTICE

Skill Builder: Forward circle numbers

Practice writing the rules:

Rules for the Good Life 
Thomas Jefferson 

1. Never put off till tomorrow what you can do today. 
2. Never trouble another for what you can do yourself. 
3. Never spend your money before you have it. 
4. Never buy what you do not want because it is cheap; it will never be dear to you.

LESSON 89: FINAL CURSIVE PRACTICE

Practice writing the rules:
Rules for the Good Life 
Thomas Jefferson 

1. Never put off till tomorrow what you can do today. 
2. Never trouble another for what you can do yourself. 
3. Never spend your money before you have it. 
4. Never buy what you do not want because it is cheap; it will never be dear to you.

LESSON 90: PENMANSHIP PERFORMANCE

Penmanship performance page for writing: Thomas Jefferson’s Rules for the Good Life, Part 1

Additional writing selection: Selected quotes from Thomas Jefferson
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Teacher Notes



52 Horizons Penmanship 6

Week 1: Lessons 1–5
Words of Wisdom

Fables
Aesop’s Fable, The Crow and the Pitcher, Part 1

Passage for the week:

A fable is a short tale used to teach a moral, often with animals as characters.

The Crow and the Pitcher
A crow perishing with thirst saw a pitcher, and hoping to find water, flew to it with
delight. When he reached it, he discovered to his grief that it contained so little water
that he could not possibly get at it.

Materials needed for the week:

• Copy of quotation enlarged and displayed in the room.

• Individual student copies of the quotation in cursive from the back of this Teacher’s Guide.

• Dictionary.

• Additional practice pages as needed.

Suggested extension activities:

• Binder or folder in which to keep the penmanship performance pages.

• Look up the word “fable” in a dictionary. Have the student create his/her own definition for the word
“fable.”

• Research the history of Aesop’s Fables.

• Look at famous fables from other countries.
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Lesson 1: Skill Builder,
Quotation, & 

Cursive Practice
Teaching Tips:
1. Each lesson page should be removed from the

student book prior to doing the penmanship
lesson.

2. Review the basic cursive strokes of under-
curve and slant.  An undercurve is a curve
under and up stroke.  A slant is a slant down
and left stroke.

3. Review letters i and t which have an under-
curve followed by a slant stroke. 
i—Undercurve; Slant, undercurve, (lift); Dot. 
t—Undercurve; Slant, undercurve, (lift); Slide

right. 
4. The Skill Builder section of the lesson targets

specific and narrow objectives. This gives the
students an opportunity to focus on a few
skills rather than on everything about their
handwriting.

5. Provide a copy of the fable for each student
and post the fable in a place where the stu-
dents can see it. Reproducible copies are in
the back of this Teacher’s Guide.

6. Introduce the fable for the week which is a
portion of Aesop’s Fable, The Crow and the
Pitcher. Have the students read the fable.

7. If needed, review the use of the dictionary to
look up words and their definitions.  Review
the elements of a definition: word, pronuncia-
tion, and most commonly used definitions.
Review ways to find the appropriate definition
for the context of the word.

8. Ask the students what they know about fables
like Aesop’s, The Crow and the Pitcher.

9. Trace and write the words in cursive on the
line where the word is given. The words can
be used in a sentence or the students also
have the option of defining the words.

10. Answer the self-evaluation question in a com-
plete sentence.
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Lesson 2: Skill Builder & 
Cursive Practice

Teaching Tips:
1. Explain to the students that Aesop’s fables

came from the country of Greece where the
Greek language is spoken. Greek is a language
with an alphabet quite different from English.
Tell the students that they will be asked to
copy the first four letters of the Greek alpha-
bet, which are Alpha, Beta, Gamma, and Delta.

2. Have the child copy the Greek letters Alpha:
Αα, Beta: Ββ, Gamma: Γγ, and Delta: Δδ.

3. Review the spacing rules for letters and
words given in the introduction of the student
workbook.

4. Teach the vocabulary of penmanship: baseline,
midline, headline, ascender, descender, joiner,
joining, understroke, overstroke, slant, upper-
case, lowercase, cursive, manuscript, etc.

5. In this lesson the students practice additional
words from this week’s lesson.

6. Have the students carefully trace and copy the
words on the lines where the words are given.
The words can be used in a sentence or the
students also have the option of defining the
words.

7. Check for letters or words that will require
additional practice.

8. Check the spacing of words and sentences.
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Lesson 3: Skill Builder & 
Manuscript Practice

Teaching Tips:
1. Each lesson page should be removed from the

student book prior to doing the penmanship
lesson. The raised edge of the center binding of
the book will prohibit the student’s hand from
holding a consistent position as they write
across the page.

2. Review the basic manuscript strokes of verti-
cal and horizontal lines.

3. Explain to the students that in their lives they
will need to use both cursive and manuscript
writing for different occasions. Many job appli-
cations and forms include the instruction to
“Please Print.” Therefore, it is important that
they continue to practice manuscript writing
as well as cursive.

4. Have the students write their names in manu-
script at the top of the page.

5. Have the students carefully copy each sen-
tence of the fable on the lines provided.

6. Check for letters or words that will require
additional practice.

7. Check the spacing of words and sentences.
8. Answer the self-evaluation question in a com-

plete sentence.
9. Have the students make a section in the back

of their binder for manuscript pages. Occa-
sionally through the year put the manuscript
page into the binder for a record of the stu-
dent’s improvement. Insert this page into their
binder.

10. This page will serve as a baseline to evaluate
the improvement in manuscript penmanship
skills as the student progresses through this
program.

11. Assign a letter grade or percentage score to
this page by using the Keys to Penmanship
Success for your evaluation.
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Lesson 4: Final 
Cursive Practice

Teaching Tips:
1. This page gives the students an opportunity

to practice the fable in cursive one final time
before writing it on the penmanship perform-
ance page.  

2. For students with difficulties, have them trace
the fable before copying it.

3. Check for problem areas and correct them
with additional practice before going on to
the penmanship performance page. Students
may use any remaining lines to practice words
or letters from the document.

4. Answer the self-evaluation question in a com-
plete sentence.
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Lesson 5: Penmanship 
Performance

This is the first of the special pages that will come
at the end of each week’s lessons. These pages will
be placed in a special binder that will become a
book of Words of Wisdom from Around the World.

Teaching Tips:
Side One:
1. Make sure that the students have in front of

them an accurate cursive copy of the fable.
2. Remove the page from the student book prior

to doing the penmanship lesson.
3. Have the students copy the fable in their

best handwriting onto the penmanship per-
formance page.
NOTE: Reproducible copies of the penman-
ship performance pages can be found in the
back of this handbook for extra practice.

4. Insert the penmanship performance pages
into their binder. This will become a book of
Words of Wisdom from Around the World by
the end of the year.  Students have the option
of drawing additional pictures for the selec-
tions and inserting them in the book.

5. This page will serve as a baseline to evaluate
the improvement in penmanship skills as the
student progresses through this penmanship
program.

6. Assign a letter grade or percentage score to
this page by using the Keys to Penmanship
Success for your evaluation.

Side Two: 
1. This side is provided to expand the students’

exposure to Aesop’s fables and to use their
best penmanship in writing unpracticed docu-
ments.

2. For this activity the students will write in cur-
sive the Aesop’s Fable, The Dog and His Reflec-
tion. The students are to write from the copy
that is on the sheet. If practice is needed in
writing from dictation the top of the sheet
should be covered so the selection can be
dictated by the teacher.

3. Have the students copy the quotation in their
best handwriting.
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Week 2: Lessons 6–10
Words of Wisdom

Fables
Aesop’s Fable, The Crow and the Pitcher, Part 2

Passage for the week:

He tried everything he could think of to reach the water, but all his efforts were in
vain.  At last, he collected as many stones as he could carry and dropped them one by
one with his beak into the pitcher, until he brought the water within his reach and thus
saved his life. 
The moral of this fable is: 
Necessity is the mother of invention.

Materials needed for the week:
• Copy of fable enlarged and displayed in the room.

• Individual student copies of the Aesop’s fable in cursive from the back of this Teacher’s Guide.

• Dictionary.

• Binder or folder in which to keep the penmanship performance pages.

• Additional practice pages as needed.

• Clock with a second hand for timing writing on the Performance Page.

Suggested extension activities:

• Aesop’s fables originated in Greece. Show students a map of ancient Greece. Work with the students
to discover information about ancient Greece.

• Discuss the differences between a fable and fairy tale.

• Have the students write a definition for the word “moral.” Talk about why an author would want or
need a moral to a story.
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Lesson 6: Skill Builder, 
Quotation, & Cursive Practice
Teaching Tips:
1. Remember, each lesson page should be

removed from the student book prior to doing
the penmanship lesson.

2. Review the basic cursive strokes of under-
curve and slant.  An undercurve is a curve
under and up stroke.  A slant is a slant down
and left stroke.

3. Review letters e and l which have an under-
curve followed by a loop back and a slant
stroke. Review the numbers 4 and 7 which
use both horizontal and slant strokes.
e—Undercurve, loop back, slant, undercurve. 
l—Undercurve, loop back, slant, undercurve.  
4—Slant, slide right, (lift); Slant.
7—Slant; Slide right, slant.

4. Each letter should be made with a specific
sequence of writing strokes. The starting posi-
tion, direction to move and pencil lifts should
be the same every time the letter is made.

5. Review the spacing rules for letters and
words given in the introduction of the student
workbook.

6. Take a few seconds to observe students as
they practice the joinings in the Skill Builder
activity.  Are they making a smooth transition
from one letter to the next? Offer immediate
suggestions for improvement and always
praise each student for something they have
done well in the lesson.

7. Provide a copy of the fable for each student
and post the fable in a place where the stu-
dents can see it. Reproducible copies are in
the back of this Teacher’s Guide.

8. Introduce the fable for the week which is a
portion of the Aesop’s fable. Have the stu-
dents read the quotation. Explain any difficult
words or expressions.

9. Trace and write the words in cursive on the
line where the word is given.

10. Write the word additional times or use the
word in a sentence on the line following the
words. Students also have the option of defin-
ing the words.

11. Demonstrate the or, ol, op, and on joinings on
the board.

12. Answer the self-evaluation question in a com-
plete sentence.

13. Have the students compare the shapes of
their letters to those on the formation guide.
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Lesson 7: Skill Builder, 
Cursive Practice, & 
Comprehension

Teaching Tips:
1. Explain to the students that Aesop’s fables

came from the country of Greece. Greek is a
language with an alphabet quite different from
English. Tell the students that they will be
asked to copy four letters of the Greek alpha-
bet, which are Epsilon, Zeta, Eta, and Theta.

2. Copy the Greek letters Epsilon: Εε, Zeta: Ζζ,
Eta: Ηη, Theta: Θθ

3. Review the spacing rules for letters and
words given in the introduction of the student
workbook.

4. In this lesson the students practice additional
words from this week’s lesson and answer a
comprehension question.

5. Have the students carefully trace and copy the
words on the lines where the words are
given.

6. Write the word additional times, use the
word in a sentence, or define the word on
the line following the words.

7. Demonstrate the br, ve, ot, and be joinings on
the board. 

8. Take a few seconds to observe students as they
practice the words containing letters with
undercurve and slant strokes.  Are they making
a smooth transition from one letter to the
next? Offer immediate suggestions for improve-
ment and always praise each student for some-
thing they have done well in the lesson.

9. Have the students read the question. Briefly
discuss the question to make sure they under-
stand what is being asked.

10. The students will copy the question on the
line below the question and then answer the
question on the remaining blank lines using
complete sentences.

Possible response: Answers will vary, but
should include the idea that the solutions to
problems sometimes require some creativity.
11. Check for letters or words that will require

additional practice.
12. Check the spacing of words and sentences.
13. Have the students compare the shapes of

their letters to those on the formation guide.
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Lesson 8: Skill Builder & 
Manuscript Practice

Teaching Tips:
1. Review the basic manuscript strokes of verti-

cal lines.
2. Review letters i and l which have a vertical

stroke. Review the number 1 and the excla-
mation mark ! which have vertical strokes.
Review the placement of the dot for the i, for
the exclamation point, for decimal numbers
and for the colon.
i—Short down to baseline (lift); Dot.
l—Tall down to baseline.
l—Tall down to baseline. (number 1)
!—Tall down almost to baseline (lift); Dot on

baseline.
3. Each letter should be made with a specific

sequence of writing strokes. The starting posi-
tion, direction to move and pencil lifts should
be the same every time the letter is made.

4. Teach the vocabulary of penmanship: baseline,
midline, headline, ascender, descender, joiner,
joining, understroke, overstroke, slant, upper-
case, lowercase, cursive, manuscript, etc.

5. The Skill Builder section of the lesson targets
specific and narrow objectives. This gives the
students an opportunity to focus on a few
skills rather than on everything about their
handwriting.

6. Review the spacing rules for manuscript let-
ters and words given in the introduction of
the student workbook.

7. Have the students write their names in manu-
script at the top of the page.

8. Have the students carefully copy each sen-
tence of the fable on the lines provided.

9. Check for letters or words that will require
additional practice.

10. Check the spacing of words and sentences.

11. Answer the self-evaluation question in a com-
plete sentence.

12. Have the students compare the shapes of
their letters to those on the formation guide.
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Lesson 9: Final 
Cursive Practice

Teaching Tips:
1. This page gives the students an opportunity

to practice the fable in cursive one final time
before writing it on the penmanship perform-
ance page.  

2. For students with difficulties, have them trace
the fable before copying it.

3. Review the spacing rules for letters and
words given in the introduction of the student
workbook.

4. Establish a procedure for correcting errors.
Either have the students erase or cross out
and rewrite unacceptable letters or words.

5. Encourage the students to occasionally
hyphenate words at the end of a line to bet-
ter use the writing space. Review rules for
hyphenating words. They can check syllables
with a dictionary.

6. Observe students for a portion of the writ-
ing time. Offer immediate suggestions for
improvement and always praise each student
for something they have done well in the
lesson.

7. Check for problem areas and correct them
with additional practice before going on to
the penmanship performance page. Students
may use any remaining lines to practice words
or letters from the document.

8. Answer the self-evaluation question in a com-
plete sentence.

9. Have the students compare the shapes of
their letters to those on the formation guide.
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Lesson 10: Penmanship 
Performance

Teaching Tips:
Side One:
1. Make sure that the students have in front of

them an accurate cursive copy of the fable.
2. Today you will be timing the students to see

how long it takes them to write. Tell the stu-
dents that this is not a race but is a way to
measure improvement through the school
year. Give a “GO” signal so everyone starts at
the same time. Have them record the time
that they finish their writing. Count the words
and divide by the elapsed time to find the
number of words written per minute.

3. Have the students copy the quotation in their
best handwriting onto the penmanship per-
formance page. 
NOTE: Reproducible copies of the penman-
ship performance pages can be found in the
back of this handbook for extra practice.

4. Insert the penmanship performance page into
their binder.

5. Assign a letter grade or percentage score to
this page by using the Keys to Penmanship
Success for your evaluation.

Side Two: 
1. This side is provided to expand the students’

exposure to fables and to use their best pen-
manship in writing unpracticed documents.

2. The students will be asked to write fables of
their own with the same moral as that of The
Crow and the Pitcher.

3. Direct the students in writing their fables on
their own pieces of paper first.

4. Have the students copy their fables in their
best handwriting.
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Week 17: Lessons 81–85
Words of Wisdom

Riddles
Medieval Riddles, Part 4

Passage for the week:

At times I hang winsome on wall, richly embellished, where revelers drink.  At times a
warrior bears me on a horse, a battle adornment, and I swallow, bright-shining, the
breath from his chest.  At times with my strains I summon the heroes, proudly to wine.
At times I win back spoil from the spoiler, with sounding voice, put foemen to flight.
Now ask what I’m called.

Materials needed for the week:
• Copy of the riddle enlarged and displayed in the room.

• Individual student copies of the riddle in cursive from the back of this Teacher’s Guide.

• Individual student copies of the riddle in manuscript from the back of this Teacher’s Guide.

• The students will be given an opportunity to write in cursive riddles that they have made up or heard
for page 2 of the Performmance page.

• Dictionary.

• Binder or folder in which to keep the penmanship performance pages.

• Additional practice pages as needed.

Suggested extension activities:

• A riddle is one type of puzzler. Come up with a list of other puzzlers people solve. Have the students
choose puzzlers to complete.

• Have each student choose a riddle to redo in a comic strip form.

• Use a globe or map to illustrate where people do still live in poverty.

• Create a medieval afternoon or morning where students dress in costumes, eat food common to the
Middle Ages, and take turns reciting medieval riddles.

• The answer to this riddle is a horn. This should be revealed to the students, if they haven’t guessed it,
when they write it for the Performance page.
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Lesson 81: Skill Builder, 
Quotation, & Cursive Practice
Teaching Tips:
1. Review the basic cursive stroke of a curve

forward.  A forward curve is a curve to the
right stroke.

2. Review uppercase cursive letters U, V, and W
which have initial curve forward strokes. 
U—Curve forward, slant, undercurve; Slant,

undercurve.
V—Curve forward, slant, undercurve, over-

curve.
W—Curve forward, slant, undercurve; Slant,

undercurve, overcurve.
3. As a class activity do some air writing of the

letters U, V, and W.  Also do some of the join-
ings presented in the lesson. U is always
joined to the following letter. V and W are
never joined to the following letter.

4. Observe students as they practice the joinings
in the Skill Builder activity. Pay special atten-
tion to the spacing between the capital V or
W and the following letter.  Review the
uppercase joining rules with the students. A,
C, E, J, K, M, N, R, U, Y, and Z are joined to the
letters that follow. D, L, O, P, Q, V, and W are
not joined to the letters that follow. The B, F,
G, H, I, S, T, and X joinings are optional.

5. Provide a copy of the riddle for each student
and post the riddle in a place where the stu-
dents can see it. Reproducible copies are in
the back of this Teacher’s Guide.

6. Introduce the riddle for the week which is
Medieval Riddles, Part 4. Have the students
read the riddle. Read the entire riddle along
with the section from last week. Explain any
difficult words such as revelers, adornment,
winsome, strains, spoiler, and foemen.

7. Beginning with this lesson the dotted midline
for the practice section has been eliminated.
Pay special attention to letter heights as the
students adjust to writing without the midline.

8. Trace and write the words in cursive on the
line where the word is given.

9. Write the word additional times or use the
word in a sentence on the line following the
words.

10. Answer the self-evaluation question in a com-
plete sentence.

11. Filling a page with improperly formed letters
is a waste of time. Don’t let them practice
errors.



150 Horizons Penmanship 6

Lesson 82: Skill Builder & 
Cursive Practice

Teaching Tips:
1. Have the students develop a signature for

signing their name in cursive. Use first, middle
or middle initial, and the last name for the sig-
nature. Provide them with some practice
paper for this and then have them begin “sign-
ing” their name at the top of the page.

2. Remind the students that the riddles they are
studying come from the Middle Ages.  At that
time Old English was spoken. Many words in
English today come from Old English. Have
the students copy these Old English words.
girl: mæden, world: woruld, had: hæfde, poor:
wanspedig

3. Observe students as they practice the joinings
in the words of the Skill Builder activity.

4. Trace and write the words in cursive on the
line where the word is given.

5. Write the word additional times or use the
words in a sentence on the line following the
words.

6. Pay special attention to letter heights as the
students adjust to writing without midlines.
The spacing should remain the same across
the page and not bunch up near the edge of
the paper.

7. Answer the self-evaluation question in a com-
plete sentence.
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Lesson 83: Skill Builder & 
Manuscript Practice

Teaching Tips:
1. The students should continue to write their

names in manuscript at the top of the Manu-
script Practice page.

2. Review the basic manuscript stroke of a for-
ward circle.

3. Review lowercase letters h, m, n, and r which
are formed with a forward curve.
h—Tall down to the baseline, retrace up to

10:00, hook to right, straight down to
baseline.

m—Short down to baseline, retrace to 10:00,
curve right to 2:00, down to baseline,
retrace to 10:00, curve right to 2:00,
down to baseline.

n—Short down to the baseline, retrace up to
10:00, hook to right, straight down to
baseline.

r—Short down to baseline, retrace to 10:00,
curve right for an umbrella.

4. Beginning with this lesson the students will be
given a book font example of the riddle which
they must write in manuscript.  Also the dot-
ted midline has been eliminated. Carefully
observe how the students adjust to these
changes.

5. Have the students carefully write in manu-
script each cursive sentence of the riddle on
the lines provided.

6. Offer praise and suggestions as you observe
their work.

7. Check for letters or words that will require
additional practice.

8. Check the spacing of words and sentences.
The spacing should remain the same across
the page and not bunch up near the edge of
the paper.

9. Pay special attention to the tops of the tall
letters as the students adjust to writing with-
out the midline.The descenders on one line
should not touch the ascenders on the line
below it. Leave a consistent space between
the tall letters and the line above it when sin-
gle-spacing.

10. Answer the self-evaluation question in a com-
plete sentence.
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Lesson 84: Final 
Cursive Practice

Teaching Tips:
1. This page gives the students an opportunity

to practice the riddle in cursive one final time
before writing it on the penmanship perform-
ance page.  

2. For students with difficulties, have them trace
the riddle from a cursive sample before writ-
ing it in cursive.

3. Discuss the importance of having a uniform
left-hand margin with consistent paragraph
indents if those are used.

4. Check for problem areas and correct them
with additional practice before going on to
the penmanship performance page. Students
may use any remaining lines to practice words
or letters from the document.

5. Pay special attention to the tops of the tall
letters as the students adjust to writing with-
out the midline.The descenders on one line
should not touch the ascenders on the line
below it. Leave a consistent space between
the tall letters and the line above it when sin-
gle-spacing. The spacing should remain the
same across the page and not bunch up near
the edge of the paper.

6. Answer the self-evaluation question in a com-
plete sentence.

7. Make copies of the Penmanship Performance
page available to those students who wish to
practice prior to writing their final Penman-
ship Performance Lesson.
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Lesson 85: Penmanship 
Performance

Teaching Tips:
Side One:
1. Make sure that the students have in front of

them an accurate manuscript copy of the
riddle.

2. Have the students copy the riddle in their
best handwriting onto the penmanship per-
formance page.

3. Discuss the answer to the riddle if the stu-
dents haven’t already guessed it. (a horn)

4. Insert the penmanship performance page into
their binder.

5. Assign a letter grade or percentage score to
this page by using the Keys to Penmanship
Success for your evaluation.

Side Two: 
1. This side is provided to expand the students’

interactions with riddles and to use their best
penmanship in writing unpracticed docu-
ments.

2. The students are to write their own riddles.
They can also write riddles that they have
heard or found online.

3. Have the students copy the riddles that they
wrote in their best handwriting.

4. Have students share their riddles with the
class.
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Week 18: Lessons 86–90
Words of Wisdom

Rules
Thomas Jefferson’s Rules for the Good Life, Part 1

Passage for the week: 

Rules for the Good Life
Thomas Jefferson

1. Never put off till tomorrow what you can do today. 
2. Never trouble another for what you can do yourself. 
3. Never spend your money before you have it. 
4. Never buy what you do not want because it is cheap; it will never be dear to you.

Materials needed for the week:
• Copy of the rules enlarged and displayed in the room.

• Individual student copies of the rules in cursive from the back of this Teacher’s Guide.

• Individual student copies of the rules in manuscript from the back of this Teacher’s Guide.

• Dictionary.

• Binder or folder in which to keep the penmanship performance pages.

• Additional practice pages as needed.

• Clock with a second hand for timing writing on the Performance Page.

Suggested extension activities:

• Thomas Jefferson held many political offices in his life. Have the students research some of the offices
he held.

• Look at a map showing the size of the U.S. immediately after the Revolutionary War. Compare this
to the size of the U.S. at the time of Jefferson’s death.

• Research places in the U.S. named after Thomas Jefferson.
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Lesson 86: Skill Builder, 
Quotation, & Cursive Practice
Teaching Tips:
1. Review the basic cursive stroke of a curve

forward.  A forward curve is a curve to the
right stroke.

2. Review uppercase cursive letters X, Y, and Z
which have initial curve forward strokes. 
X—Curve forward, slant, undercurve, (lift);

Slant.
Y—Curve forward, slant, undercurve; Slant,

loop back, overcurve.
Z—Curve forward and down, slant; Over-

curve, curve down, loop, overcurve.
3. As a class activity do some air writing of the

letters X, Y, and Z.  Also do some of the join-
ings presented in the lesson. X, Y, and Z are
always joined to the following letter. 

4. Observe students as they practice the joinings
in the Skill Builder activity. Pay special atten-
tion to the loop on the letter Z. Review the
uppercase joining rules with the students. A,
C, E, J, K, M, N, R, U, Y, and Z are joined to the
letters that follow. D, L, O, P, Q, V, and W are
not joined to the letters that follow. The B, F,
G, H, I, S, T, and X joinings are optional.

5. Provide a copy of Jefferson’s rules for each
student and post the rules in a place where
the students can see it. Reproducible copies
are in the back of this Teacher’s Guide.

6. Introduce the document for the week which
is Thomas Jefferson’s Rules for the Good Life, Part
1. Have the students read the document.
Share any historical information about the
author that you feel is appropriate.

7. Trace and write the words in cursive on the
line where the word is given.

8. Write the word additional times or use the
word in a sentence on the line following the
words.

9. Pay special attention to letter heights as the
students adjust to writing without midlines.
The spacing should remain the same across
the page and not bunch up near the edge of
the paper.

10. Answer the self-evaluation question in a com-
plete sentence.
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Lesson 87: Skill Builder & 
Cursive Practice

Teaching Tips:
1. Have the students develop signatures for signing

their names in cursive. Use first, middle or middle
initial, and the last name for the signature. Provide
them with some practice paper for this and then
have them begin “signing” their name at the top
of the page.

2. Thomas Jefferson spent time living in France.
Write the following words in French. cow:
vache, walking: promenade, paper: papier,
book: livre

3. Observe students as they practice the joinings
in the words of the Skill Builder activity.  Pay
special attention to the spacings and letter
heights.

4. Have the students read the questions. Briefly
discuss the questions to make sure they
understand what is being asked.

5. Have the students copy the questions on the
lines provided.

6. Have the students answer the questions, using
complete sentences. 

Possible responses:
Question 1: An example of putting off some-

thing until tomorrow may be
homework.

Question 2: Money spent before you have it
can occur when borrowing from
another person.

Question 3: Maybe a student has bought a toy
or electronic gadget because it was
cheap rather than because it was
needed.

7. Pay special attention to letter heights as the
students adjust to writing without midlines.
The spacing should remain the same across
the page and not bunch up near the edge of
the paper. 
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Lesson 88: Skill Builder & 
Manuscript Practice

Teaching Tips:
1. The students should continue to write their

names in manuscript at the top of the Manu-
script Practice page.

2. Review the basic manuscript stroke of a for-
ward circle.

3. Review numbers 2 and 3 which are formed
with a forward circle.
2—Begin at 10:00, forward circle to 3:00, slant

left to baseline, slide right.
3—Begin at 10:00, forward circle to 6:00, for-

ward circle to 8:00.
4. Have the students carefully write in manu-

script each sentence of the document on the
lines provided.

5. Offer praise and suggestions as you observe
their work.

6. Check for letters or words that will require
additional practice.

7. Check the spacing of words.
8. Pay special attention to letter heights as the

students adjust to writing without midlines.
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Lesson 89: Final 
Cursive Practice

Teaching Tips:
1. This page gives the students an opportunity

to practice the rules in cursive one final time
before writing them on the penmanship per-
formance page.

2. For students with difficulties, have them trace
the rules from a cursive sample before writing
it in cursive.

3. Discuss the importance of centering the titles
and of having a uniform left-hand margin with
consistent indents of the numbered list.

4. Check for problem areas and correct them
with additional practice before going on to
the penmanship performance page. Students
may use any remaining lines to practice words
or letters from the document.

5. Pay special attention to the tops of the tall
letters as the students adjust to writing with-
out the midline.The descenders on one line
should not touch the ascenders on the line
below it. Leave a consistent space between
the tall letters and the line above it when sin-
gle-spacing. The spacing should remain the
same across the page and not bunch up near
the edge of the paper.

6. Answer the self-evaluation question in a com-
plete sentence.

7. Make copies of the Penmanship Performance
page available to those students who wish to
practice prior to writing their final Penman-
ship Performance Lesson.
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Lesson 90: Penmanship 
Performance

Teaching Tips:
Side One:
1. Make sure that the students have in front of

them an accurate manuscript copy of the
rules.

2. Time the students to see how long it takes
them to write. This is not a race but is a way
to measure improvement through the school
year. Give a “GO” signal so everyone starts at
the same time. Have them record the time
that they finish their writing. Count the words
that have been written and divide by the
elapsed time to find the number of words
written per minute.

3. Have the students copy the rules in their best
handwriting onto the penmanship perform-
ance page.

4. Insert the penmanship performance page into
their binder.

5. Assign a letter grade or percentage score to
this page by using the Keys to Penmanship
Success for your evaluation.

Side Two:
1. This side is provided to expand the students’

exposure to Thomas Jefferson’s writing and to
use their best penmanship in writing unprac-
ticed documents.

2. For this activity the students will write in cur-
sive some quotes written by Thomas Jeffer-
son. The students are to write from the copy
that is on the sheet. This activity can be done
from dictation if the top of the student page
is covered.

3. Have the students copy the quotations in
their best handwriting.

4. Discuss the quotes of Thomas Jefferson with
your class.
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Reproducible
Words of Wisdom
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Week 1: Lessons 1–5
Words of Wisdom

Fables
Aesop’s Fable, The Crow and the Pitcher, Part 1

A `fable `is a `short `tale `used `to `teach a `moral, often `with 
animals as characters.

T`he Crow and `the P`itcher
A crow `perishing `with `thirst `saw a `pitcher, and `hoping
`to `find `water, `flew `to `it `with delight. W`hen `he `reached `it,
`he discovered `to `his grief `that `it contained `so `little `water
`that `he could `not `possibly get at `it.
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Week 1: Lessons 1–5
Words of Wisdom

Fables
Aesop’s Fable, The Crow and the Pitcher, Part 1

A fable is a short tale used to teach a moral, often
with animals as characters.

The Crow and the Pitcher
A crow perishing with thirst saw a pitcher, and hoping
to find water, flew to it with delight. When he
reached it, he discovered to his grief that it contained
so little water that he could not possibly get at it.
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Week 2: Lessons 6–10
Words of Wisdom

Fables
Aesop’s Fable, The Crow and the Pitcher, Part 2

H`e `tried `everything `he could `think of `to `reach `the `water,
`but all `his `efforts `were `in `vain.
At `last, `he collected as `many `stones as `he could carry
and dropped `them one `by one `with `his `beak `into `the
`pitcher, `until `he `brought `the `water `within `his `reach
and `thus `saved `his `life.
T`he `moral of `this `fable `is:
Necessity `is `the `mother of `invention.
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Week 2: Lessons 6–10
Words of Wisdom

Fables
Aesop’s Fable, The Crow and the Pitcher, Part 2

He tried everything he could think of to reach the
water, but all his efforts were in vain.
At last, he collected as many stones as he could carry
and dropped them one by one with his beak into the
pitcher, until he brought the water within his reach
and thus saved his life.
The moral of this fable is:
Necessity is the mother of invention.
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Week 17: Lessons 81–85
Words of Wisdom

Riddles
Medieval Riddles, Part 4

At `times I `hang `winsome on `wall, `richly  `embellished,
`where `revelers drink. At `times a `warrior `bears `me on a
`horse, a `battle adornment, and I `swallow, `bright-`shin-
ing, `the `breath `from `his chest. At `times `with `my `strains
I `summon `the `heroes, `proudly `to `wine. At `times I `win
`back `spoil `from `the `spoiler, `with `sounding `voice, `put
`foemen `to `flight. Now ask `what I’`m called.
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Week 17: Lessons 81–85
Words of Wisdom

Riddles
Medieval Riddles, Part 4

At times I hang winsome on wall, richly embellished,
where revelers drink.  At times a warrior bears me
on a horse, a battle adornment, and I swallow, 
bright-shining, the breath from his chest. At times
with my strains I summon the heroes, proudly to wine.
At times I win back spoil from the spoiler, with
sounding voice, put foemen to flight.  Now ask what
I’m called.
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Week 18: Lessons 86–90
Words of Wisdom

Rules
Thomas Jefferson’s Rules for the Good Life, Part 1

Rules `for `the Good L`ife
T`homas Jefferson

1. Never `put off `till `tomorrow `what `you can do `today.
2. Never `trouble another `for `what `you can do `yourself.
3. Never `spend `your `money `before `you `have `it.
4. Never `buy `what `you do `not `want `because `it `is cheap;
`it `will `never `be dear `to `you.
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Week 18: Lessons 86–90
Words of Wisdom

Rules
Thomas Jefferson’s Rules for the Good Life, Part 1

Rules for the Good Life
Thomas Jefferson

1. Never put off till tomorrow what you can do
today.

2. Never trouble another for what you can do
yourself.

3. Never spend your money before you have it.
4. Never buy what you do not want because it is
cheap; it will never be dear to you.
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