
Rainbow Resource Center
is pleased to announce

starting May 1, 2019

Write an original fable. A fable is a simple story that incorporates
characters (animal and/or human) whose actions teach a moral lesson.

Write and illustrate your story using the specified kit from Lulu, Jr. After mailing your
book pages to the printer, you will receive your hardcover book in about 2 weeks. 
You keep the book and we read a digital version from the publisher for judging.

 -Purchase a book kit from RRC for $14.99.
(item #062477 while supplies last)

 -Write and illustrate an original story on the kit pages.
 -Email us your contest entry (see details on checklist).
 -Mail you pre-paid envelope with finished pages to Lulu Jr.

Contestants are divided into three age groups: ages 7-10, ages 11-14, and ages 15-18.

Each age bracket will have First Place and Runner Up prizes.Each age bracket will have First Place and Runner Up prizes.
First Place will receive a $250 cash prize.
Runner Up will receive a $100 cash prize.

One overall winner will be chosen to have their book published
and sold by Rainbow Resource Center!

All entries received by the deadine will receive a $5 Dairy Queen gift card. 

Please read and follow all checklist rules along with the
judging rubric we will use when reading and evaluating your book. judging rubric we will use when reading and evaluating your book. 

-Sara Carothers -Ruth Tennis



The contest is only open to US residents.

Plan and lay out your story before you put it on your official pages.

Refer to the judging rubric when writing your story. We use this to evaluate the contest entries.

Keep within the borderlines of your cover and story pages. Blank pages may be copied for practice.

Colored pencils or markers work well. 3D art is not acceptable.

You may write only on the story lines provided. 

Illustrations must fill in the entire space above the text.Illustrations must fill in the entire space above the text.

Each kit makes one 7x9” hardcover book. You will design the front cover and all 18 story pages 
(required).

One author/illustrator per kit. One contest entry per kit.

Text must be handwritten by the author. If using pencil, make it dark.

Email your official entry to Rainbow Resource Center at bookcontest@rainbowresource.com.
     It must include:
      1.      1. Author’s name
     2. Story title
     3. Author’s age as of January 1, 2019
     4. Parent name
     5. Parent email address
     6. Parent phone number
     7. Parent/author mailing address
     8.     8. Tracking number found at the bottom of the order form inside your Lulu Jr. book kit

Mail your book pages to Lulu Jr. using the kit’s pre-paid envelope. You will receive your
finished book in about 2 weeks. 

We will be reading a digital version of your book. Do not send your book to RRC-
just the entry email.
 
Mark the envelope RRC 2019 in the lower front left corner.

Deadline for entry email is Friday, August 30, 5pm central time.Deadline for entry email is Friday, August 30, 5pm central time.

Pages must be mailed to Lulu Jr. by Friday, August 30.

Winners will be announced on Friday, November 1.

If you have any questions about the contest, email
Sara or Ruth at bookcontest@rainbowresource.com.
If you have questions for the publisher, contact customerservice@lulujr.com



Characters

Plot

M
oral of 
the Story

Illustrations

Thoughtfully chosen; have 
distinct personality 
qualities; clever; at least 
two main characters with
a single trait each; traits 
relate to the moral; they 
talk and act like people.

Original ideas; the characters 
interact, there is a 
consequence; shows clear 
inderstanding of fable traits; 
logical setting; dialogue 
between characters; language 
is  concise; stays on track

Clear to the reader. Shows 
wisdom learned as result of 
a mistake of conflict. 
Reflects traits of the 
characters.

Very neatly done; characters 
look consistent throughout; 
setting fits the story very
well; fills the space well;
relates to the text on that
page; cover alludes to the
story inside; has the title 
story inside; has the title 
,author’s name, and 2019
clearly shown (3 of 3);
very cohesive 

Personality traits are 
fairly clear; traits mostly 
relate to the moral; some 
interaction between 
characters; some thought 
went into choosing
the characters

Personality traits are 
not clear;vaguely 
relates to the moral;not 
much interaction 
between characters; 
not much thought into 
characters

Characters seem 
randomly chosen; their 
traits are barely 
apparent to the reader; 
very little relation to 
the moral; characters 
barely interact

Characters traits are 
hard to identify; 
little or no relation 
to the moral, no 
interaction between 
characters

Idea has been done 
before. Very little 
character interraction. 
Language choices are 
bad. Does not appear 
to understand the 
elements of a fable.

Totally unoriginal 
idea; did not 
understand the theme; 
setting is absent or 
irrelevant; language is 
rambling; point is lost.

Not clear to reader. 
Lesson has not been 
learned. Character 
traits are vaguely 
referenced in the moral.

M
oral is unclear to 
the reader; no lesson 
is present; no 
reference to the 
main characters in 
the lesson.

Rather messy; characters 
are inconsistent; the 
setting is not bad, but 
could be a lot better;
does not fill the space
very well; does not relate 
very well; does not relate 
well to the text on the 
page; cover is a bit messy 
and only has 1 of the 3 
elements; barely cohesive

Quite messy; characters 
are very inconsistent; 
the setting does not add 
anything or relate to the 
story; does not fill the 
space; is not related to 
the text on the same 
page; cover is quite 
page; cover is quite 
messy and has 0 of the 
3 elements; not cohesive

Very familiar idea. 
Characters interract
a bit. Some dialogue. 
Language could be 
better. Shows limited 
understanding of fables.

Somewhat clear to the 
reader. Lesson may have 
been learned. Reader 
can somewhat discern 
character traits by the 
outcome.

Fairly neat; characters 
seem to change a bit 
throughout; setting has 
some good parts; 
somewhat fills the space; 
somewhat relates to the 
text on the page; cover is 
ok, has 2 of the 3 elements; 
ok, has 2 of the 3 elements; 
somewhat cohesive

Familiar idea. Characters 
have some good 
interraction & dialogue. 
Setting is good. Language 
is fairly concise. M

ostly 
stays on track. Shows 
some understanding of 
fables.
fables.

M
ostly clear to the 
reader. Something has 
been learned. Character 
traits are recognizable 
in the outcome.

Pretty neat; characters stay 
mostly consistent 
throughout the story; the 
setting is good; mostly fills 
the space; relates pretty well 
to the text on that page; 
cover hints at the story 
content and has all 3 
content and has all 3 
elements; mostly cohesive

Handwriting,
Grammar, 
Punctuation,
Spelling

Handwriting is very neat and 
clear; grammar is quite good; 
punctuation is mostly
accurate; 0-2 spelling errors

Handwriting is messy
looking overall; many
errors in both grammar
and punctuation;
7-9 spelling errors

Handwriting is quite 
messy and hard to read; 
story is full of errors; 
looks rushed; 10 or more 
spelling errors elements; 
not cohesive

Handwriting shows some 
effort, but is not very 
neatly done; several 
grammar mistakes; more 
than a few mechanical 
errors; 5-6 spelling errors

Handwriting is pretty good 
all around; some minor 
grammar errors; some 
noticeable punctuation 
errors; 3-4 spelling errors

Category
4 - Excellent

3 - Very Good
2 - Good

1 - Could Improve
0 - Poor

Judge’s Notes

Total Score:     /20
Scored by:
Book Title:
A
uthor:



The Ant and the GrasshopperThe Ant and the GrasshopperThe Ant and the Grasshopper

-Characters- -Plot-

-Setting-

-Resolution-

-Theme or Moral-

-Conflict-



The Writing Process
Prewrite
Think about your story. Collect ideas; brainstorm about characters and 
scenarios, and plan the narrative. What is the moral you want to build 
a story around? Use the rubric to guide you.

Draft
Quickly write your first round of thoughts and ideas on scrap paper - 
not your kit pages. This is also a great time to try ideas for character 
and setting designs.

Revise
Read your story. Change the things you don’t like, rework 
organization and tweak details if necessary.  Is the lesson clear? Will 
the reader understand your characters and their personalities?

Edit
Fit your story to your writing space. Add, move or remove words as 
needed.  Read it out loud to hear how it sounds. Review and correct 
grammar, capitalization, spelling, and punctuation errors.

Evaluate
Reflect and assess what you’ve written. Decide if the story is how you 
want it. Make any final changes to your tale. Repeat above steps as 
necessary until you are ready to make it permanent.

Illustrate
Transfer your text to the kit pages in your best handwriting. Draw 
your pictures as neatly as possible, making sure to include their 
setting to really bring the story to life.

Submit
When you’re completely satisfied, it’s time to send your kit pages to the 
publisher, and email your entry info to bookcontest@rainbowresource.com.
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