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Why Teach Handwriting?

Despite the influx of technological com
and/or button-pushing in today’s wo
hand ties in closely with the skills o
communication with others in
leads to neat, legible cursi

Printing Practice — Days of the Week.......100
Printing Practice — Months of th

ents that require only voice

n important life skill. Writing by
ing. Handwriting personalizes
ices cannot. Neat, legible printing
skill students can take pride in

throughout their lives.

Teacher Tips

h a variety of materials. You may wish to include the following:

* practice printing sheets * chalkboards * pencil grips

« different sizes and colors
of paper

 whiteboards « individual notebooks, portfolios,

« laminated printing or scrapbooks
practice cards and lined paper - center cards with simple

phrases, poems, etc., to copy

* pencils, colored pencils,
markers, and crayons

Daily Printing Practice =~ © Chalkboard Publishing 1



Methods of Teaching

* In small groups, teach the formation of letters in modeled printing sessions.

» Focus on one letter at a time, especially for students just starting to learn ho
Use lined chart paper or wide lines on a whiteboard or chalkboard to mod

* Teach letters with a similar formation in clusters. For example,

C“E,FH I LandT -Aand Z G,Q,and S
- «V, W, and X +Cand O -B,D,J,P,R, an
© oK, M,N,and Y

» While introducing a letter, model the formation of the lette i he direction
of the strokes used to form the letter.

» Repeat the directions for forming the letter w [ the letter in the air
with big arm movements. Also have stude

« Consider teaching the upper-cas the same letter at the same
time, especially if you are tyi [ etter recognition and possibly

phonetics.

*» Use the practice sheets mediate follow-up to each lesson.
Have students circle their ine as a form of self-assessment.

» Make sure to rei hile students practice their writing skills.

Slouching wil on students’ young spines.

tivating students to practice their printing skills, see progress,
nt, and have a product to show for their hard work:

nt printers, provide short poems and nursery rhymes to copy. Encourage
students to illustrate their pages, then to bind the pages together to make a book.
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Other General Support

The classroom environment, and your attention to individual needs, can promote the learning
of good handwriting. Here are some tips and suggestions for helping students lgarn to print
legibly:

* Model legible printing at every opportunity.

» Show students how to hold their writing tools properly (i.e., between
finger, and resting on their middle finger).

» Consider providing “fat” pencils for beginners, or pencil grips as necessa
* Ensure that pencils are sharpened before use.

* If you notice some students having difficulty with specifi
small-group or individual instruction and review.

Encouraging Fine Motor Control and Fi

Provide activities that increase fine motor ¢ muscle strength, such as:

* modeling clay to roll small balls
or to create sculptures with deta

clips to string together

- art projects that involve

S, ceeses, @rie cing or stitching cards

« building blocks that sna * paper to cut, paste, and fold

Support for

Left-handed stu iculty forming some letters smoothly. Help them to be

Monitoring Progress

* Use the rubrics and checklists in this resource to assess students’ learning. Encourage
students to self-assess their printing according to the rubric provided.
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Pre-printing Practice
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Printing Practice - Letters

Trace the following lower-case letters.
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Printing Practice - Letters (continued)

Trace the following upper-case lefters.

1.2
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/ \ 5 Trace and prin+. Circle your

— @l best A or a on each line.
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/ \ ) Trace and prin+. Circle your

— @l best A or a on each line.
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