
Interactive Notebooks

• Ideal for organizing 
information and 
applying learning

• Perfect for 
addressing the 
needs of individual 
learners

• Includes step-by-step 
instructions for 
each page

• Great for 
introducing new 
math topics

Interactive notebooks are a fun new way to teach and reinforce effective note taking 
for students of all ages. Students are able to personalize learning to fi t their own 
needs as they create fun, interactive notebook pages for each new math topic. 
Students will learn organization, color-coding, summarizing, and other useful 
skills while creating portfolios of individual learning that they will refer back to all 
year long. This book will guide you through setting up, creating, and maintaining 
interactive notebooks throughout the year. It is an invaluable resource for anyone 
who wants to begin using this effective tool for skill retention in the classroom.

Look for these and other great Carson-Dellosa titles to 
support standards-based instruction in the classroom.
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Using a Hundreds Chart

Each student will need a blank copy of a hundreds chart to complete the left-hand side of the 
notebook page.

Introduction

Display a hundreds chart. Ask students to tell you what patterns 
they see on the hundreds chart. A possible answer may be that all 
of the numbers in the last column end in zero. Model examples of 
how to use a hundreds chart such as counting forward to add on 
to a given number or counting backward to subtract from a given 
number. Encourage students to use a hundreds chart as a resource 
tool for solving math problems. 

Creating the Notebook Page

Guide students through the following steps to complete the 
right-hand page in their notebooks.

 1. Add a Table of Contents entry for the Using a Hundreds 
Chart pages.

 2.  Cut out the title and glue it to the top of the page.

 3.  Cut out the hundreds chart piece. Cut on the solid lines to create three fl aps on each side. 
Apply glue to the back of the center section and attach it vertically to the page. 

 4.  Count to fi ll in the missing numbers on the hundreds chart. 

 5.  Read and complete the activities on each fl ap. Write the answers for the activities under 
the fl aps. 

Reflect on Learning

To complete the left-hand page, provide each student with a copy of a blank hundreds chart. Have 
students fi ll in the charts. Then, say the following clues and have students color the number for each 
clue: One more than 23, one less than 29, ten more than 36, one less than 60, one more than 52, one 
less than 65, one more than 67, ten more than 65, ten less than 86, and one less than 78. The correct 
answers will create a smiling face on the hundreds chart. Have students glue their hundreds charts onto 
their pages.
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Tens and Ones

Each student will need between 11 and 19 straws and a rubber band to complete the introduction 
activity.

Introduction

Ask students to share what they know about tens and ones. 
Explain that there are 10 ones in a ten. Ask students to think of 
things that come in tens such as fi ngers and toes. Demonstrate 
grouping by tens and adding on ones by bundling straws. 
Distribute between 11 and 19 straws to each student and have 
them count the number of straws. Have students count 10 straws 
and bind them with a rubber band. Now, have them count the 
straws again. Ask students if they counted differently with and 
without the straws bundled and which way was easier. Explain 
how tens and ones are added together to make two-digit numbers. 

Creating the Notebook Page

Guide students through the following steps to complete the 
right-hand page in their notebooks.

 1. Add a Table of Contents entry for the Tens and Ones pages.

 2.  Cut out the title and glue it to the top of the page.

 3.  Cut out the fl aps. Fold them on the dashed lines. Apply glue to the back of the bottom 
section of each piece and attach it to the page. 

 4.  On each fl ap, color the hundredss block with the correct tens and ones. Next, count the tens 
and ones to complete the bottom section of the fl ap. Finally, write the correct number on the 
top of each fl ap (49, 20, 55, 72, 18, 61).

Reflect on Learning

To complete the left-hand page, have each student write a refl ection to answer the following prompt: 
How does counting and grouping by tens make counting easier? Students should draw pictures or use 
words to explain their reasoning. 

Tens and Ones

40 + 9
tens

ones

50 + 5
tens

ones
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Two–Digit Place Value

Introduction 

Draw a T-chart on the board. Label the left side Tens and the 
right side Ones. Write the number 14 in the chart, placing the 
1 in the Tens columns and the 4 in the Ones column. Explain 
that the 1 is written in the tens column because there is 1 ten in 
the number 14. Explain that the 4 is written in the ones column 
because there are 4 ones in the number 14. Provide examples 
in the chart of single-digit numbers and two-digit numbers with 
no ones. Then, say a number and have a volunteer come to the 
board and write it correctly in the T-chart. Repeat the activity as 
time allows. 

Creating the Notebook Page

Guide students through the following steps to complete the 
right-hand page in their notebooks.

 1. Add a Table of Contents entry for the Two-Digit Place 
Value pages.

 2.  Cut out the title and glue it to the top of the page.

 3.  Cut out the gum ball machine fl aps. Apply glue to the back of the top section of each fl ap 
and attach it to the page. 

 4.  Color the gum balls on each fl ap according to the title. For example, the Has Tens and Ones 
fl ap should have the 16, 42, 22, 81, and 99 gum balls colored. 

 5.  Under each fl ap, write more numbers that follow the rule on the fl ap. 

Reflect on Learning

To complete the left-hand page, have each student write a refl ection to answer the following prompt: 
Why is it important to understand place value when working with numbers? Students should draw 
pictures or use words to explain their reasoning. 
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Adding and Subtracting Ten

Introduction

Display a hundreds chart. Point out a number on the chart. Have 
students observe the numbers directly above and below the 
number you are pointing to. Explain that if you move 10 spaces 
backward on the hundreds chart, you will subtract 10 from the 
number you started with. Explain that if you move 10 spaces 
forward on the chart, you will add 10 to the number you began 
with. Discuss how the tens place increases by one when moving 
ahead 10 spaces or decreases by one when moving back 10 
spaces. Provide each student with a hundreds chart. Students 
should practice adding and subtracting 10 from various numbers 
on their charts. 

Creating the Notebook Page

Guide students through the following steps to complete the 
right-hand page in their notebooks.

 1. Add a Table of Contents entry for the Adding and Subtracting Ten pages.

 2.  Cut out the title and glue it to the top of the page.

 3.  Cut out the heart fl aps. Apply glue to the back of the center section of each heart and attach 
it to the page. 

 4.  For each fl ap, look at the number in the center of the heart. Write the number that is 10 more 
under the fl ap on the right. Then, write the number that is 10 less under the fl ap on the left.

Reflect on Learning

To complete the left-hand page, have students draw four hearts and then write a number in the center
of each one. Have students exchange notebooks with partners and add 10 to and subtract 10 from the 
number in each heart. After returning the notebooks, have students use hundred charts to check their 
partners' work. 
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Adding and Subtracting Ten 
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Comparing Numbers

Introduction

Write the numbers 40 and 55 on the board. Ask students to tell 
you what they know about the two numbers. Ask which is the 
greater number. Explain that when comparing numbers, they 
should look at the number in the tens place fi rst. The number with 
the greater digit in the tens place is the greater number. Then, write 
45 and 48 on the board. Explain that if the tens are the same, then 
they should look at the number in the ones place. Review the less 
than, greater than, and equal to symbols. Demonstrate how to use 
them to compare two numbers. 

Creating the Notebook Page

Guide students through the following steps to complete the 
right-hand page in their notebooks.

 1. Add a Table of Contents entry for the Comparing 
Numbers pages.

 2.  Cut out the title and glue it to the top of the page.

 3.  Cut out the Remember to compare piece and glue it below the title. 

 4.  Cut out the fl ap book. Cut on the solid lines to create three fl aps. Apply glue to the back of 
the left section and attach it to the page.

 5.  Complete the number cards by writing >, <, or = to compare the numbers on each card. Cut 
out the cards. Sort and glue the cards under the correct fl aps.

 6.  Write one more true number comparison under each fl ap. 

Reflect on Learning

To complete the left-hand page, write two numbers on the board. Have students copy the numbers and 
compare them using the correct symbol. Then, have students use pictures and words to expain why the 
comparison is true.  
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Comparing Numbers

Remember to compare the f irst digit in each 
number first. If the tens are the same, then 
look at the number in the ones place.  
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