
Interactive NotebooksInteractive Notebooks

• Ideal for organizing 
information and 
applying learning

• Perfect for 
addressing the 
needs of individual 
learners

• Includes step-by-step 
instructions for 
each page

• Great for 
introducing new 
language arts topics

Interactive notebooks are an engaging new way to teach and reinforce effective note 
taking in a creative and personalized way. Students are able to take an active role in 
their learning as they create fun, interactive notebook pages for each new language 
arts topic. Students will learn organization, color-coding, summarizing, and other 
useful skills while creating portfolios of individual learning that they will refer back to 
all year long. This book will guide you through setting up, creating, and maintaining 
interactive notebooks throughout the year. It is an invaluable resource for anyone 
who wants to begin using this effective tool for skill retention in the classroom.

Look for these and other great Carson-Dellosa titles to 
support standards-based instruction in the classroom.
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Long and Short Vowel Sounds

Introduction

Review the defi nition of a long vowel sound as a vowel that
says its name. Then, review the short vowel sound for each 
vowel. Provide each student with a self-stick note with a 
one- or two-syllable word written on it. Have students read their 
words and circle the vowel sounds. Draw two large circles on 
the board and label them short vowels and long vowels. Have 
students bring their words to the board and place them into the 
correct circles. As a class, review the words to determine if the 
students placed the words in the circles correctly.

Creating the Notebook Page

Guide students through the following steps to complete the 
right-hand page in their notebooks.

 1. Add a Table of Contents entry for the Long and Short 
Vowel Sounds pages.

 2.  Cut out the title and glue it to the top of the page.

 3.  Cut out the vowels and vowel pairs can make piece and glue it below the title. Complete the 
defi nition of a vowel by fi lling in the blanks. (The letters that make the vowel sounds are a, e, 
i, o, and u.) 

 4.  Cut out the fl owerpot pieces and glue them to the bottom of the page.

 5.  Cut out the fl ower fl aps. Read the word on each fl ap and decide if it contains a short or a 
long vowel sound. Then, apply glue to the back of the top section and attach it above the 
correct fl owerpot, leaving enough room to draw a stem to connect it to the fl owerpot.

 6.  Under each fl ap, write another word with the same vowel sound. 

Reflect on Learning

To complete the left-hand page, have students draw two large fl owers with fi ve petals each. Have 
students label the centers of the fl owers short and long. Then, have students write words with short and 
long vowel sounds in the petals on each fl ower. 
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Vowels and vowel pairs can make short or long sounds. The letters 
that make the vowel sounds are _________ , _________ , _________ , _________ , 
and _________ .

a e i o
u

fun
hose

path

leaf

rain

stem

growsun

Long
Vowel
Sounds

Long and Short
Vowel Sounds

Short
Vowel
Sounds
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Vowels and vowel pairs can make short or long sounds. The letters 
that make the vowel sounds are _________ , _________ , _________ , _________ , 
and _________ .

Long and Short
Vowel Sounds

Short
Vowel
Sounds

Long
Vowel
Sounds

leafpathsun

growstemrain
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R-Controlled Vowels

Introduction

Explain that when the letter r follows a vowel, the vowel sound 
changes. The new sound is neither short nor long. It makes one 
of the following “bossy r ” sounds: ar, er, ir, or, and ur. Write a few 
examples of r-controlled words on the board such as barn, fi rm, 
and storm. Explain that the r is bossy and controls how each vowel 
sound is pronounced. Say the words together. Then, program 
construction paper stars with r-controlled vowel words, omitting 
the bossy r sounds. For example, write f		m for farm. Provide 
each student with a star. Then, have them fi ll in the blanks with an 
r-controlled vowel sound to form a complete word. Have students 
share their words. 

Creating the Notebook Page

Guide students through the following steps to complete the 
right-hand page in their notebooks.

 1. Add a Table of Contents entry for the R-Controlled Vowels pages.

 2.  Cut out the title and glue it to the top of the page.

 3.  Cut out the fl ap book. Cut on the solid lines to create fi ve fl aps. Apply glue to the back of the 
left section and attach it to the page. 

 4.  Cut out the picture cards. Write the consonants that would complete the word for the picture 
on each card. Read the word. Glue each word under the correct fl ap. 

 5. Write another r-controlled vowel word with the same spelling pattern on the back of 
each fl ap. 

Reflect on Learning

To complete the left-hand page, have students draw fi ve stars. Then, students should write one 
r-controlled vowel word in each star. Have students highlight letters that make the r-controlled vowel 
sound in each word.
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Beginning Consonant Digraphs

Students will need a brass paper fastener to complete this page. 

Introduction

Write several ch-, sh-, th-, and wh- beginning consonant digraph 
words on the board. Say the words aloud. Explain that a consonant 
digraph combines two consonant sounds to make a new sound. 
Discuss how the consonant digraph produces the new sound at 
the beginning in these words. Ask students to give more examples 
of words with beginning consonant digraphs. Write them on the 
board as the students say them. Have volunteers come to the 
board and underline the beginning consonant digraph in 
each word. 

Creating the Notebook Page

Guide students through the following steps to complete the 
right-hand page in their notebooks.

 1. Add a Table of Contents entry for the Beginning 
Consonant Digraphs pages.

 2.  Cut out the title and glue it to the top of the page.

 3.  Cut out the defi nition piece and glue it below the title. Discuss what a beginning consonant 
digraph is.  

 4.  Cut out the three circles. Place the digraph circle on top of the ending sounds circle and then 
place the smallest circle on the bottom with the gray side down. Push a brass paper fastener 
through the dot at the center to connect the circles. (It may be helpful to create the hole 
in each piece separately fi rst.) Apply glue to the gray glue section and attach it below the 
defi nition piece. Both circles should spin freely. Do not press the brass paper fastener through 
the page.

 5.  Use the tab to hold and spin the circles to create a word with a beginning digraph sound and 
an ending sound. Write the word below the circle. Continue to spin the circles and fi nd new 
words with the beginning digraph sounds. Write each word on the bottom of the page.

Reflect on Learning

To complete the left-hand page, have students draw four wheels with four spokes each. Then, students 
should write a beginning consonant digraph in the middle of each wheel. Instruct students to write  
different words that begin with each digraph on the spokes of the wheels. 
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Beginning Consonant Digraphs
A beginning consonant diagraph 
combines two consonant sounds 
at the beginning of a word to 
make a new sound. 

whip
wheat
why
when
whack

shy
shop
ship
shin
shack

chop
chick
cheat
chip
chin
chunk

thick
thin
then
thy

ack

y

en unk

op

ick ea
t

ip

in

sh ch

thw
h
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Beginning Consonant Digraphs
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Ending Consonant Digraphs

Students will need a sharpened pencil and a paper clip to complete the spinner activity. 

Introduction

Write several -ch, -sh, and -th ending consonant digraph words 
on the board. Say the words aloud. Explain that a consonant 
digraph combines two consonant sounds to make a new sound. 
Discuss how the consonant digraph produces the new sound at 
the end in each word. Ask students to give more examples of 
words with ending consonant digraphs. Write them on the board 
as the students say them. Have volunteers come to the board and 
underline the ending consonant digraph in each word. 

Creating the Notebook Page

Guide students through the following steps to complete the 
right-hand page in their notebooks.

 1. Add a Table of Contents entry for the Ending Consonant 
Digraphs pages.

 2.  Cut out the title and glue it to the top of the page.

 3.  Cut out the defi nition piece and glue it to the left side of the page below the title. Discuss 
what an ending consonant digraph is.  

 4.  Cut out the spinner and glue it beside the defi nition piece. 

 5.  Cut out the fl ap. Apply glue to the back of the top section and attach it to the bottom of 
the page. 

 6.  Use a sharpened pencil and a paper clip to create a spinner. Match each ending digraph 
spun to a picture on the fl ap. Fill in the blank with the ending digraph and color the picture. 
Continue spinning until each word on the fl ap is complete.  

 7.  Brainstorm more words that contain the same ending consonant digraph sounds and write 
them under the fl ap. Highlight the consonant digraph in each word. 

Reflect on Learning

To complete the left-hand page, have each student draw a tic-tac-toe board. With partners, students 
should take turns writing words with ending consonant digraphs in the boxes. The fi rst student to get 
three correct words across, down, or diagonally wins the round. Have students play another round in 
their partners’ notebooks. 

An ending consonant digraph 
combines two consonant 
sounds at the end of a word to 
make a new sound.

Ending Consonant Digraphs

Spin, Write, Color

mash

bunch

crash

booth

leash

wat _____ too _____ ba _____

ben _____ f is _____

bru _____ tra _____ cou _____

pa _____

ch

ch

ch

sh

sh sh

th th

th

-th

-sh -ch
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An ending consonant digraph 
combines two consonant 
sounds at the end of a word to 
make a new sound.

Ending Consonant Digraphs

-th

Spin, Write, Color

wat _____ too _____ ba _____

ben _____ f i _____

bru _____ tra _____ cou _____

pa _____

-sh -ch
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Ending Consonant Digraphs

An ending consonant digraph 
combines two consonant 
sounds at the end of a word to 
make a new sound.

Ending Consonant Digraphs

Spin, Write, Color

mash

bunch

crash

booth

leash

wat _____ too _____ ba _____

ben _____ f is _____

bru _____ tra _____ cou _____

pa _____

ch

ch
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Syllables
Words are made up of parts called                                . Each syllable has a vowel 
sound. One way to count syllables is to clap as you say the word. 

art

dollar

jump

school

summer

window

puppy

name

twenty

whale

one
syllable

two
syllables

Syllables

Introduction

Explain that a syllable is a unit of speech with one vowel sound. 
Write several one- and two-syllable words on the board. Have 
students listen as you identify and clap the number of syllables 
in each word. Then, have each student say her name aloud and 
clap the syllables. Have students clap out other words to hear how 
many syllables each word has. 

Creating the Notebook Page

Guide students through the following steps to complete the 
right-hand page in their notebooks.

 1. Add a Table of Contents entry for the Syllables pages.

 2.  Cut out the title and glue it to the top of the page.

 3.  Cut out the defi nition piece and glue it below the title. 
Complete the explanation. (Words are made up of parts 
called syllables.)

 4.  Cut out the two pockets. Apply glue to the back of the left and right sides and the bottom of 
each pocket and attach them side by side to the middle of the page. 

 5.  Cut out the pencils. Say the word on each pencil and decide if it contains one or two 
syllables. Then, sort the words into the correct pockets. 

 6.  Draw a T-chart below the pockets. Label the sides of the chart one and two. Write three 
more one- and two-syllable words in the correct columns. 

Reflect on Learning

To complete the left-hand page, have students draw lines to divide their pages into two columns labeled 
One Syllable and Two Syllables. Write 10 one- and two-syllable words on the board. Then, have 
students write the words in the correct columns.  
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Words are made up of parts called                                . Each syllable has a vowel 
sound. One way to count syllables is to clap as you say the word. 

Syllables

art

dollar

jum
p

school

sum
m

er

w
in

do
w

pu
pp

y

na
m

e

tw
en

ty

w
ha

le

one
syllable

two
syllables

syllables

one
friend
room
door

two
baby

popcorn
kitten
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Syllables
Words are made up of parts called                                . Each syllable has a vowel 
sound. One way to count syllables is to clap as you say the word. 

art

dollar

jump

school

summer

window

puppy

name

twenty

whale

one
syllable

two
syllables
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Syllables
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