Table of Contents

1 - INTRODUCTION

4 This Is Handwriting Without Tears!
5 Teacher’s Guide: What's Inside
6 Workbook Design
8  Activity Design
9 Lesson Design
10 Simply Smart Student Materials
12 mylWTears.com
13 HITT: The Handwriting Interactive Teaching Tool™
14 Teacher Support

17 - TEACHING CURSIVE

18 The Intent to Prevent

19 Cursive Skills for Speed & Legibility
20 Stages of Learning

22 Scope & Sequence of Cursive

25 - TEACHING GUIDELINES

26 UNIT 1: Foundation Skills, Magic c Letters,
Similar to Print Letters, Different from
Print Letters, Connecting Skills, and
Writing Skills

27 UNIT 2: Lowercase — Similar to Print Letters,
Different from Print Letters, and
Writing Skills

28 UNIT 3: Lowercase — Tow Truck Letters,
Letters m.and M, Tow Truck Connections,
and Writing Skills

29 UNIT 4: Lowercase — Letters ¢ ¥
CAPITAL Letters, Connecting Skills,
and Writing Skills

30 UNIT 5: Writing Skills and Independent Writing

31 UNIT 6: Writing Skills and Independent Writing

33 - GET READY!
POSTURE, PAPER, PENCIL GRIP

34 Preparing for Paper & Pencil
35 Stomp Your Feet

36  Paper Placement & Pencil Grip
37  The Correct Grip

39 - WRITING LOWERCASE

TEACHING STRATEGIES
40 Llowercase Teaching Order
41  Cursive Warm-Ups

LOWERCASE LETTERS - ¢ a d ¢ h 1 p s 1y
42 < + Words ¢

43  a + Words a

44 d + Words d

45 g+ Words g

46 R + Words h

47 1+ Words 1

48 R+ Words P

49 o+ Words 4

50 1+ Words 1

51 % + Words %

52 Review & Mastery

LOWERCASE LETTERS - u 4 1 d,
54  u+ Words w

55 Y+ Words Y

56 1+ Words 1

57 d’ + Words d’

58 Review & Mastery
LOWERCASE LETTERS - k 1 4
60 k +Words k

61 s+ Words 1t

62 .4+ Words 4

64 Review & Mastery
TOW TRUCK LETTERS - o w Ur v/
66 o+ Words o

67  Tricky Connections—after o
68 w + Words wr

69  Tricky Connections —after wr
70 Lr + Words Ir

71 Tricky Connections—after r
72 v +Words v

73 Tricky Connections—after v
74  Review & Mastery

2 Cursive Success Teacher’s Guide: Introduction

© 2018 Learning Without Tears



LOWERCASE LETTERS - »m. .m. x % % 121 Paragraph — Dewey Decimal System

76 s + Words sm 122 Similes & Metaphors

77 Tow to m 123 Poem - Take Out!

78 m + Words m 124 Alliteration

79 Towtomn 125 Thank You Letter

80 Review & Mastery 126  Paragraph — Draft

82  x + Words x 127 Paragraph — Write

83 2 4 128 Paragraph — Draft

84 % % 129 Paragraph — Write

85 Review & Mastery 130 Paragraph — Quotations

131 Quotations

87 — CURSIVE CAPITALS 132 Poem - Graduation

88 Capitals-A B C D & J

89 Copitals— 8 H & ¢ K 2 TN 135 - MULTISENSORY ACTIVITES
90 Capitals-TMOP2RS J 136 Multisensory Cues

91  Capitals-U V" W X L} % 137 Air Writing
93 - WRITING ACTIVITIES g ey eter

94  Sentences 140 Letter Stories

95  Places to Visit 142 Wet-Dry-Try with Mystery Letters

96 Compound Words 143  Mystery Letter Game with cc

97 Names 144  Wet-Dry-Try for Lowercase Letters

98 Words 145 More Wet-Dry-Try with Mystery Letters
99 Paragraph — Seals Bark 146 About Tow Truck Connections

100 Capitalization 147 Connection Inspection

101 My Opinion 148 Digital Letter & Number Formations

102 Paragraphs — Here Comes the Band 149 A+ Worksheet Maker

104 Words — Greek

105 Inventors 151 - RESOURCES

106 Mnemonics & Acronyms 152 Use it, Don't Lose it

108  Paragraph — Eugenie Clark 153 Fluency and Personalization

109 Poem 154 Remediation Tips

110 Synonyms 158 Strategies for English Language Learners
111 Antonyms 161 Strategies for Children with Special Needs
112 Paragraphs — Galileo 164 Handwriting Standards for Written Production
113 Paragraphs — Aristotle 166 References

114 Greek & Latin 167 Index

115 Paragraphs — Measurement
118 Homonyms
119 Poem — Homophones

120 Dictionary Definitions

© 2018 Learning Without Tears Cursive Success Teacher’s Guide: Introduction



Workbook Design

We plan every workbook page and everything that's on it carefully. Our workbooks are accessible and
friendly, yet also promote excellence. We want children to practice correctly, therefore our workbook pages
promote efficient, effective practice for each letter.

Child Friendly, Simple Language

Our child friendly language evolved in response to complicated letter formation terminology in other
programs. When teaching letter formation, we eliminate language that assumes children understand
left/right orientation, clockwise/counterclockwise, or forward/backward circles. We make it easy by
using fewer, carefully selected words all children know and understand.

Large Step-by-Step Models
It is much easier for children to understand how to form letters if you show them how step by step. Our
workbooks contain large step-by-step images that show students how to make each part of every letter.

L
C Q d

Magic ¢ up like a up higher slide down

bump the line e gl;r\wlws away
Our workbooks are lefty friendly. Teaching pages
provide models on the left and right so left-handed TN
children can easily see the model they are copying. —— :_;4 “add——
Lefties never have fo lift their hands or place them in y L/ — ——
an awkward position to see a model. Children always / A/

make their best letter directly beside a model. This
design encourages excellent letter practice for both
left- and right-handed children.

Developmental Teaching Order

Teaching in a developmental order helps children master skills and boosts confidence. We teach the easiest
skills first, then build on prior knowledge. The lowercase cursive letters and connections are taught first,
then words and capitals follow. All letters are taught in small groups of similar formation (pp. 39 and 87).

Our teaching sequence takes advantage of child development and brain research to promote effective
learning and good habits.
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Workbook Design

Black & White, Simple, Clean Design & lllustrations

The black and white pages in our workbooks are clean and clear. We deliberately avoid visually confusing
backgrounds, colored graphics, crowded pages, and multicolored lines. These fancy effects are overdone
and distracting to your teaching. They create visual perception difficulties for children. Our simple
workbook pages are appealing and invite children to color and draw once they have finished the lesson.

Our illustrations promote left-to-right directionality.
This is a unique feature of our workbooks. The cat,
announcer, koala, and other drawings are going left
to right across the page to encourage correct visual
tracking and writing direction.

Cursive Warm-Ups

Cursive Warm-Ups are designed to give children the opportunity to hold their pencils correctly while
practicing frequently used cursive strokes. They are the perfect warm-up activity and give you the
opportunity to teach and check pencil grip.

Under and over Up and Up and Descending loop
straight down loop down

Start on the star. Do one row a day.

N\

[
% — * . \ E ¥
\ w, *

I B

Double Lines & Other Lines

Our double lines foster handwriting success. The mid

line is for size. The base line is for placement. The fop space small fall |
middle space is for small letters, the top space is for tall
letters, and the bottom space is for descending letters.
Double lines make it easy for children to place letters
and to make them the right size.

mid line

middle space
base line

bottom space
descending

When children are learning to write cursive, they need

extra room to write. Many workbooks and worksheets ¢ ; t

are poorly designed, requiring students fo cram . | d

their words to fit into spaces that are too small. Our -

uncluttered workbooks give them the space they need 0 ke

to write and develop good spacing habits.

o N o COMPOUND WORDS
Line Generalization: Success on All Paper Styles

Our workbooks provide activities that help children _ A
progress to single lined paper. They begin with the Lo bl o andighl
simple double lines, then teach them to master single ’

line writing. naim

Fill in the blanks to make compound words.
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Activity Design

This teacher’s guide has plans and strategies for every activity.
Multisensory activities can be found starting on p. 135.

Here's a sample activity plan.

Wet-Dry-Try for Lowercase Letters

ABOUT THE ACTIVITY
Intfroduction gives you

background and guidance

for the activity.
Materials
Blackboard with Double
Lines* (1 per child)
Little Chalk Bits (1")
MATERIAI.S e Llittle Sponge Cubes

Materials list helps you — & (172"

the activity.

ACTIVITY PLAN
Step-by-step directions
along with illustrations
to guide you through.

Using Wet-Dry-Try on the Blackboard with Double Lines is an innovative teaching strategy. The latest research
on brain development supports this activity. This research calls for fewer elements (just two lines), modeling,
sensory engagement, and immediate feedback (Sousa 2011).

e Llittle cups of water

organize and plan for * Paper fowel pieces

Activity

Mo

Prepare Blackboards
Write letter with chalk as a model to trace.

. Teacher’s Part — Write f with Chalk

Use chalk to write a letter on double lines.
Say the step-by-step directions.

. Child’s Part — Wet-Dry-Try

As the child does each part, say the step-by-step directions to guide
the child. The child is encouraged to join in, saying the words.

Wet: The child uses a Little Sponge Cube to trace the letter.
Dry: The child uses a little piece of paper towel to trace the letter.
Try: The child uses a Little Chalk Bit to write the letter.

*If you don't have a Blackboard with Double Lines, consider using our Double Line Writer on your whiteboard. This product is available at LWTears.com
144 Cursive Success Teacher’s Guide: Multisensory Activities © 2018 Learning Without Tears
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Lesson Design

This feacher’s guide has lesson plans and strategies for every workbook page.
Here is a sample letter lesson.

QR CODE

Scan the QR code, or use the URL provided to take you directly
to the multimedia elements of the lesson (requires access to
HITT: The Handwriting Interactive Teaching Tool™).

STARTING THE LESSON
Letter, workbook page, and
objectives are shown in

the top corner. Start each
lesson with the suggested
multisensory activity.

TEACHING THE LESSON
Lesson Plan

The letter lesson follows
these steps:

1. Direct Instruction -
Actively demonstrate
the letter for children to
finger trace and then

copy.
2. Guided Practice -

Children finger trace
and copy the letter.

3. Check Letter - Children
check their letter and

evaluate formation.

m™ OBJECTIVES
L - To write | and 1 with correct formation; o connect 1L in words.
i
= v LESSON INTRODUCTION
' Multisensory
- Digital Letter and Number Formations (p. 148)
e bt g o . .
Fary. 212 3
E. []=" a
dp.Iwtears.com/ext/TGCS/2018/56

Cursive Success — p. 22

LESSON PLAN

1. Direct Instruction

Demonstrate 1 and icy, j.tLJ"L, D.i.(d,}\_t, .P.L!LLIL on double lines.
Demonstrate . and cui ,Lt

® dot

bump
, ~
travel up back down
bump
travel away

2.Guided Practice

Children finger trace the step-by-step models while saying the words.
Monitor as children copy letters, words, and sentence.

3.Check Letter & Sentence

Help children & letter for correct start, steps, and bump.
Help children o sentence for correct capitalization, word spacing, and ending punctuation.

ENRICHMENT
Remind children to dot the i at

then end of a word. Dictate some

SUPPORT/ELL
Use letter story: Zip the Tent

CROSS-CURRICULAR
CONNECTIONS

to reinforce correct formation Science: Experiment! Mark the

EXTENDING THE LESSON
Differentiated Instruction

words with i for children to practice of d (p. 140). water level in a glass of ice water.
correctly forming 1. Mark the level after the ice melts.
Have children write about it.
56 Cursive Success Teacher’s Guide: Writing Lowercase © 2018 Learning Without Tears
Enrichment Support/ELL Cross-Curricular

Connections
This section helps to connect

Ways to extend learning  Suggestions for adapting
by adding complexity
or variety.

or simplifying the activity.
the lesson to another subject.

© 2018 Learning Without Tears
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K Jl Cursive Success — p. 26

B OBJECTIVES
| 1 - 4 To write K and k. with correct formation; to connect k. in words.
™) Z

\J S J% LESSON INTRODUCTION

e ) Multisensory

}: P R Wet-Dry-Try on Blackboard with Double Lines (p. 144)
Frir— druttbr— tabte— ik

CX> L« x

KK]TD J"Jl EQA LH") “’\V klt T
26 o s 018 it dpAwaeors,com/exf/TGCS/Q.O18/60

LESSON PLAN

1. Direct Instruction

Demonstrate j& and }LL'LD., JU_ﬂ'_h., ia.UL, .P_LLJ?_LA. on double lines.
Demonstrate K and Kata .[LLL}U_A up the kit.

|l

4

N
e

travel back down climb back up kick!
up like a bump over slide down
helicopter and around travel away

2.Guided Practice

Children finger frace the step-by-step models while saying the words.
Monitor as children copy letters, words, and sentence.

3.Check Letter & Word

Help children M letter for correct start, steps, and bump.
Help children M sentence for correct capitalization, word spacing, and ending punctuation.

ENRICHMENT SUPPORT/ELL CROSS-CURRICULAR

Dictate the following sentence for Encourage children to carefully trace CONNECTIONS

children to write: ‘oot af tha the line to avoid making loops % Social Studies: Discuss the history of

kite, Kit!” and gaps %& in k. Revisit Cursive karate. Have children research Japan
Warm-Ups (p. 41). and karate using informational texts

and present their findings.

60 Cursive Success Teacher’s Guide: Writing Lowercase © 2018 Learning Without Tears



Review & Mastery Cursive Success — p. 40

O o Gt o G OBJECTIVES

e bcedaelabiibld To develop fluency by practicing the first 21 letters; to write words;
e R I BTV ST to practice connections.

.| LESSON INTRODUCTION

Say present tense sentence, "I ride.”

Students say past tense sentence, *l rode.”
Repeat with each verb.

80 oo s

dp.lwtears.com/ext/TGCS/2018/74

LESSON PLAN
Cursive to Cursive

1. Direct Instruction

Play the Freeze Game.

Say, Pencils in the air! Circle your pencil above this page. Freeze! Lower your pencil to
land on a word. Copy that word and the word beside it.

(Wait for everyone to finish before the next freeze.)

I + )

1
I Al — ) O L
( (

2.Guided Practice

Observe as children copy words with letters they have previously learned.

3.Check Words

Monitor as children write their words for correct size, placement, and connections.

ENRICHMENT SUPPORT/ELL CROSS-CURRICULAR

After completing Review & Mastery, If children have difficulty with a CONNECTIONS

consider reviewing a few Tow Truck connection, write the first word Language Arts: To build writing
Connections. Dictate some tricky before they write the word next to it. fluency, have children practice

ones for children to write. saying and writing verbs in the past

and present tense.

74 Cursive Success Teacher’s Guide: Writing Lowercase © 2018 Learning Without Tears
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3bhus——— ———— 3
4. =i —
5.3 f—1
6, driver——— 6.
7. tropetat ——4
8. oottt — 8
9 tifot _— 9

=}

Review & Mastery

OBJECTIVE

To develop fluency by translating print to cursive and by translating
spelling words.

LESSON INTRODUCTION

Ask children to think of a sentence using each of the
words they are going fo franslate from print to cursive.

dp.lwtears.com/ext/TGCS/2018/75

LESSON PLAN
Print to Cursive

1. Direct Instruction

Demonstrate changing print to cursive.

2.Guided Practice

(0

Monitor as children translate irregular verbs from print to cursive on their own.
Look for correct size, placement, and connections.

Spelling to Cursive

1. Direct Instruction

Say, This is a Silly Spelling Test. I'm going to spell the words. You write them in cursive.
Choose words from this list to suit your students.

2.Check Spelling

Check words for spelling, with correct letters and connections.

SILLY SPELLING WORD LIST

call ride rode buy
bought fight fought hold
held tell told shake
shook take took give
gave is was sell
sold
© 2018 Learning Without Tears Cursive Success Teacher’s Guide: Writing Lowercase 75



p. 67 Inventors

PARAGRAPH SCIENTISTS o BJ E CT I v E S
Copy fhe names.

To translate print to cursive; to support independent writing.

LESSON INTRODUCTION

Introduce children to the famous scientists.

dp.lwtears.com/ext/TGCS/2018/105

LESSON PLAN
1. Direct Instruction

Demonstrate on double lines:

Hadil mm
'SIel 80'E'VO)

2.Guided Practice

Children copy the names of the famous scientists.
Children write about one of these scientists.
Observe as children compose and write a paragraph.

3.Check Paragraph

Monitor as children start with an indent and a capital, put space between words, and end with
punctuation.

Writing
Each of these scientists has a compelling life story. After introducing Galileo, explain how Galileo

used his felescope fo see Jupiter’s four largest moons. Explain that Marie Curie and Vera Rubin
overcame obstacles fo succeed as scientists.

ENRICHMENT SUPPORT/ELL CROSS-CURRICULAR

Have children pick another scienfist Show children how to use the facts CONNECTIONS

to write about. on the page to compose their Social Studies: Have children use
paragraph. Provide support to index cards to discuss their favorite
children as needed. invention. Have children write the

invention and date, then describe it.

© 2018 Learning Without Tears Cursive Success Teacher’s Guide: Writing Activities 105



p. 71 Poem

f OBJECTIVES

To build writing fluency by translating print to cursive; to reinforce poem
basics such as title, lines, and rhyme.

e LESSON INTRODUCTION

Read the facts about flounders located on the bottom of the workbook page.
As a class, discuss poem basics.

4

dp.lwtears.com/ext/TGCS/2018/109

LESSON PLAN

1. Direct Instruction

Demonstrate on a single line:

 Jhe Jloumdar

2.Guided Practice
Children copy the poem’s title.
Observe as children copy the poem in cursive.

3.Check Poem
Monitor as children copy the title and the poem.

Writing

As a class, use the internet to research what flounders look like. Flounders change as they grow
from being a round fish to a flatfish.

ENRICHMENT SUPPORT/ELL CROSS-CURRICULAR

Have children write a paragraph Remind children fo reference their CONNECTIONS

about flounders using the information Cursive Alphabet Desk Strip when Science: Compare and contrast two
in the student workbook. writing cursive. types of fish: flounder and salmon.
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