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If a Pig Wore a Wig

If a pig wore a wig
What could we say?
Treat him as a gentleman
And say, “Good day.”

If his tail chanced to fail,
What could we do?
Send for a tailoress
To get one new.

– Christina G. Rossetti

Lesson 1

All is well that ends well.
Proverbs, Counsels, and Maxims

from The American Spelling Book by Noah Webster
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Lesson 22

I Keep Myself Busy

AAMMOONNGG the things that I brought from the ship
there were several which I have not told you about.
I will name them now.

First I got from the captain’s desk some pens, ink,

and paper. These were afterward a great comfort to
me, as you shall learn.

There were some charts and compasses, and three

You hold with the hare and run with the dogs.
Proverbs, Counsels, and Maxims

from The American Spelling Book by Noah Webster
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I Have a Queer Dream

TTWWOO years passed without any alarms, and I was
beginning to think that nothing would ever again
happen to disturb the quiet of my life.

One night in the rainy season of March I could
not sleep. I lay for hours in my hammock and was
not able to close my eyes.

I was thinking, thinking, thinking.

Lesson 50

Tread on a worm and it will turn.
Proverbs, Counsels, and Maxims

from The American Spelling Book by Noah Webster
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I Bring My Tale to a Close

AANNDD SSOO on the 19th of December, 1687, we set
sail for England. I had been on the island twenty-
eight years, two months, and nineteen days.

I took on board with me the money that had been
by me so long and had been so useless.

I took also my big goatskin cap and my umbrella.

Neither did I forget my good Poll Parrot.

The tree is known by its fruit.
Proverbs, Counsels, and Maxims

from The American Spelling Book by Noah Webster

Lesson 67
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