"W ORLDVIEWS

Undersmndzhg and Living
a Biblical Worldview

DAVID NOEBEL
WITH CHUCK EDWARDS



[iKIININING
LUKE /2y
GlIRIRISTT/2RN]







THINKING
LK 2
CRIRISTIAN

Understanding and Living
a Biblical Worldview

DAVID MOEBEL
WITH CHUCK EDWARDS

IIIIIIIIII



No part of this publicarion may be reproduced for any reason—including,
reproduction for storage in a recrieval syseem, or cansmission in any form or lw
any means—ahecrronic, mechanical, recording, ewe.—withour prior wriccen
petmission of the publisher. Reproduction of these materials for any group,
school, or school system is strictdy prohibired,

Copyrigle @ 2002 by David Noche]
Published in 2002 by Broadinan & [lolman Publishers

Mashville, Tennesses

DEWEY: 248.48
SUBHD: CHRISTIAN LIFE / DISCIPLESHIP

Unless otherwise noted, Seripeure quotations have been tken from the Holman
Christian Standard Bible', copyright € 1999, 2000 by Holman Bible Publishers,
Used by permission.

Cover and mcerior design by
The Gregory Group and Paul T. Gant, Are & Design—Nashwille, TN

All nighirs reserved. Prineed in the TLS. AL

10-Digic ISBN: 0-8054-3895-5
13-Digit 1ISBN: 978-0-5054-3895-6

67 BT 100008 07 06

=



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Incroduction o the Fliabing Libe o Clvirian Stadv 00000 wi
Dreface by Jush McDrowell oo oo 0 oo oo o viil

I Chapter 1—Thinking abour Wouldviews oo oo o0 oo !
._ Chapter 2 ="Theolozy 000000 oo e e 19
_ Chaprer 3— Plilosopby. 000000000000 oo L3S
j- Chaprer 4—DBiodogy. ... ... o 47
Chaprer 5—DPsychology o000 o o oo 67
o Chapeer 6—Lthics. ..o 7Y
i - CChapter 7—bociology. ..o 21
i_ PChaprer S—law .o 103
| Chaprer 9 - Pulitics .ot 121
Chaprer W—Feonomics ..o o0 0 oo Lo 153
Chaprer 11—Thistorv. oo oo oo o 145

: Chaprer F2—Worldvicws in Conflico .. ..o 137
Appendix A—Four Western Worldview Madels. o000 175
Appendix B—Gods Ceearive and Redemptive Owdees 0L 176
Appendix O Just For Parenes: Choosiog a College .00 177

Appendix DD—HResources for Reeping Tp wich the Limes ... 181
Phoan Credits . Lo 153
Tips for Using the Leader’s Guide CID ... ... .., 184



Introduction to the

- + 7 ~—t 7

E e e ; o AT A S S
¥, !?ﬂ?ﬁ’éf?ﬁg LIKE & \OVISLEAT] Jtu[l}/

AOW TO USE THIS TEXT
The Thinking Like a Christian study consists of four components which can be

used independently or --for che best learning experience—in a coordinated reach-

ing plan. The compoenents ure:

(1) This textbook

{2) A Lgader's Guide CD included wich this rextbook
{3)

{4)

A sepurate Stueent Journal for dirccred, inreractive learning
A separate Video that mves n comprehensive avervicw of biblical world-

view thinking,

TO USE THIS TEXT AS AN INDEPENDENT RESOURCE

Cretring a quick overview of this matertal will help you take in all it has o offer. To
begin witly, read the enure fiest chaprer. Chapter 1 points ot the signilicance of
understanding Christianity from & worldview perspective. Then read the “Summary”
sections at the beginnings of chaprers 2-11. This will present the scope of our study.
Fedlowing your review of the summartes, read Chaprer 12 inies entirewy. This chap-
ter explains other worldviews that vic for ateention {and devorion}—Secutlar
Flyrmanisim, MarmasmdLenintsm, and Cosmic Homanmsn, While this woxr focuses on
the Chrastian worldvicw, to is important wa recognize the nppositon to Christianing
of ather views and e individual and collective influence of those views on the

world i which we live. Finally, read chaprers 2-11 all the way chrough.

TO USE THIS TEXT IN CONJUNCTION WITH OME OR MORE OF THE
OTHER 5TUDY COMPONENTS

The above-mentioned method of reading the text works well us 2 stare for using
the larger Thsading Like 5 Chrisian study, and here 35 4 summary of how each of

the oeher elements conoibures:

L@JWDHDVI[‘#S I FOCUS



INTEODUCTION

{NNSTCDENT JOURNAL. The Student Journal expands the sudy of the world-
view disciplines presented i cach chaprer of the wxi. The tive daily exercises con-
rin excerpes from corresponding chapeers in the texchook, The Jouroal, hewever,
s peppered with illustrations ditferens fram those fourd i ehe cexr, o give sta-
elents o broader perspective on each week's topic. The pucing—one lesson lor each
ol five school dayvs per weck—is designed o hielp students absorb the somerimes

weighty conceprs inhercnt jo understanding a comprehensive worldview.

(2] THE VIDEQ. The G0-mimute, docomentary-siyle video sreatly enhances the
learsing process. 10 is divided inte segments of approximartely five minures each,

sumumatizing the wen disciplines, We recommend eicier of ovo viewing parterns:

H1:WEEKLY LESSON REVIEYS View one S-minute video ST

NICRE O F:I'idﬂj-" (}'F T]'IL‘ 'L".-"'[:[.jli an il PRETRY {'I"F T!'Jﬂl.' ".'I.-'L";_‘i'{1ﬁ ]L'NS[]H.

#2: MID-TERM AND END-OF-COURSE REVIEW: Schedule
vwa separate days for interactive discussion of the provious six les-
sans, Yau can stop che video afrer cach S-minure sepment tor a

briet discission, or students can stimply wateh the video and rale

foles a5 4 review of the material.

{31 THE CD LEADER’S GUIDE. A lorce-five minuee inceraceve lesson inoro-
R:Illﬂ'{".ﬁ .H[UI:_:IEHE.E T [l'li_' '[{:II_"‘-llf {"ﬁl' l;_:i'l(,:h ‘r‘rrt:l:.'lﬁ '.!'l'ld 55 (lﬂﬁigfl{?t] [y Fﬂ]‘ﬁrt:r i['ltﬂl'l'...'.‘;‘t i.[! l‘|.1-::
.‘:‘ll]‘.ljn;.‘til‘ seudicel. Eoch {!i:;r.:ipﬁmr s covered ])].r a detailed lesson ]J]ain Lis Si]tlp!if}'
prrepuration, along with resources such as creative acrivities, woiksheers, and hand-
ours {permission is granted 1o reproduce them for the members of your chass}, wnd
reaching ourlines formacced o allow wou to adapt lessons o vour swn knowledge

|L."|."L‘! or l'-L':-ICI'Ii]'IE 511.-"i|_‘.
o -
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PREFACE
JOSH McDOWELL

Speaker and author of best-sellers

Right fraom Wrong, Why Wiair? and Fvidence thar Desmands a Verdice

This generanon s {aced with the greatest and most senous cultacal erisis i his-
totv. And the crisis iz a direcr resulc of a radical ehange in che way people view

whae Is truc,

Ive EHCN MOore thyare 23,000 ealls ro sindents inowuversieies and b igh scheols in
100 countries around the world. What I'nt finding is (his: When 1 male a siate-
ment abour the deiry of Christ, the resurrcenion, or the reliabaliny of Scriprure,
] have people come up fo me and say, "Whae r'fg;"}r et e Bz fo iRy thet? Youre

Bemg furolewstint! Whae riehe dlo yon Dave to freee anpones movaf Ife?”

These questions come from a torally different view of tife than was once the case,

We are now lving in not just a post-Christian enleure, buc an ana-Christan culoure!

That's why vou face a challenge unlike any other in recene histery. Before yon can
kiow hiow 1w respond o our changing culeare, you must frst underseand how the

Rible relaes o all of life.

In this bools, you will enceunter a biblical warldview, Each chapeer explaing a way
of looking ac the world that gives hope, meaniog @od 2 greater undestanding ol
how God fits inw every pari of yowr life. Once vou've made this way of thinking
your own, like the keaders from the small teibe of Tssachar in the Old Testament,

you will wilersand the cimes md koow what you should do (1 Cluamides 12:32).

Jeash
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Thinking about Worldviews

HEY QUESTION

What s a worldview?

UEY IBEA
A worldview is any ideology, philosophy, theology,
movement, or religion that provides an overar-
ching approach ro understanding God, che
wortld, and the relationship of people o God
and the world.

HEY QUOTE
“I siow believe thar the balance of reasoned
considerations tells heavily in favour of the
1'1;*.ligim1:-;T even of the Christan
view of the world.”

—{ A oan
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SUNMMARY

Every individual bases his or her thoughus, decisions and actions on a
worldview. A person may not be able to identify this worldview, and it
may lack consistency, but the most basic assumptions abour the origin of

hfe, purpase, and the furure goarantee adherence o some systom of

thought.

Because worldviews are percinent 1o every persons lite—rthe way we
think and the way we ac—and because vircally all worldviews promise
some sort of salvarion or utepia, the study of worldviews is ol eritical
impartance,

This stiedy lays our a biblical Cheistian worldview. The reason his
approach is so crucial is thae Christians wday gencrally are not raughe the
imporeance of thinking in biblical catcgorics, As a result, the Christian
comununity is having lictle influence in the larger socicry, especially in the
areas of cducaiion, government, and the mass media. Aod more tragically,
we are losing our Christian young people to alien worldviews thar domi-
nawe popular culture and the college campus.

By che time you complere this stucdy, you should understand how
certain ideas comprse a worldview's contene and give it form. Cluistians
will fight the good fight of faich, finish the course, and keep the faith
(2 Tamothy 4:7) if chey understand the cruth of their worldview,

Adter years of skepricisim and relacivism a waork in America and
abroad, the world yearns for a revival of soul and spirit—that is, a revival
of eruth, The biblical Christian wordview forms the basis for such a

tevival This toxe sers fonb thar worldview.

i@iwﬂHLMIEWS PN FOCUS



THIHKIHG ABOUT WORLDYIEWS

AJI{ the average person aboue his or ber philosopby of life and you will proba-

|.j|;:-.-' oCT SUHTLE SOCL of amswer, even F o incos out ta be a brele .<;|<L'l'|;_'lt}'. While many

p(;f_\ph: Iy 16k e sure wh:{r t|'l-'-.‘}' Lelieve. all -.1d FEVIT [EF 50000 S le ultimare bi.‘. Leds
and values, This ser of beliefs 35t basis For ones whole approach w hife, or
waorldview, And while everyone las @ worldwiew, most have a rongh rime defending
what they hold o be oo

The reason it s difticu]r o discuss the Tssue of worldview s because our guoera-
ton has Jost dhe are of ehinking deeply abour why we believe what we beliove. W
are not accustemed 1o considering seriously lifes most foundational questions. Yet,
because actions are based oo beliefs, evervanme nuust st vy afew Tasic assap-
lions about our place in the world. S0 the question is; “What's your wetldview?”

To answer that guesiion we must defioe wlhat is meant by the eom “warkdvicws”

Hirw should a worldvice e

delimed: This queston las var-

nus answers depending o

whom vou read. honwe . - u -
Cheistias divide worldviow . ; _ \
tlestnz Lhcclngiml lings. [hus, L - . rIII - .
worldview categories are listed as |7 ' : I'n\ -

atheism {no God), theism (God - : s,

15, p:mrhuirsm ({Cod is alll.

pancitheism (God is o ell],

deisin (God is wanscendeon), Every worldvizw tfterapks to answer questians ohaul ereation, the fundemental problems
finite Godism (Gad s hnicel, of the world, ond the solufion to those problems.
and polyeheism (Cod is nrany}.
This ix the approach of Nermun Geisler in his hook, Wandds Apare.
Tames Sire slices the warldview pic ditferentdv. In e Uaiverse New Dosy, Sire
inchudes chaprers on deistn, naruralism, Christian cheism, nihilism. exiscentalism,
Eastern pantheistic montsm, and the MNew A, Then theee is the approach of
RLC Sproual in Liferiens, whore he outling secularisoo, pessinistie exisleniialisn.
sentimencd humanizon, pragmadsm, positiviso, ploralism. velarivism, and hedo-
nisnt. Using biblical wominelogy in bis book. Hear Mo Sheelf W Liver, Chuck

Colson describies bow cveny worldview apswors three ongor uIesLiens: Wlere dud

THUHEING LIKE & CHRISTIAN] 3 :



CHAPTER |

we come from? (the questton of creatien), What's wrong with the world? {or whar

biblical term is "redemption”).

UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES

While each ol these approaches o woddview thinking is helpiul in various
ways, this text follows e divisions found in Understandding the Time! o ahat
bools, David Nocbel defines worldview by using the fellowing ten disciplines: the-

alogy, philosophy, hiology, psychology. ethics, sociolomy, law, politics, cconomics,

and htstory. This arrangement has several advan-
A worldview s a 1way of tages. Firse, as witl be discussed in more deail later
prewing or prerpreting all of in this chapier, cach of these disciplings is a parr of
?fﬂfﬂ_}’. it v an EHF{T;DJI’HLT (od's creanive and Fi-‘(]{‘-l'l'lpfi\"ﬁ order, Tht}' ArE Tor
ﬁ{i’??;!f'w{?.?‘ﬂ:.' Hﬁvﬂgf? which or by urE[ﬁE:i:![[}f derived constrieces, burt are acmul]}r ]
which one makes semse of the

data of life and the world *>

— Mo GLEISLER, WL Waaiss

reflection of how God made abe world, ordered
man’s place in it, and redeemed i

Second, these 1en categories are easy for the

averapre student o idendfy. Ar some poine in life,
cveryone asks the gquestion, "What abour God?” (eheology). Also, we are cutious
ubout whar is real and how we know what is true (the questions philosophy

ponders). We have questions aboue lifes origins {(hiwlogy), how o understand

EVERY DISCIPLIME EXAMINES ITS OWWN WORLDVIEW QUESTION
Discipfine Questign

Theology |5 lhere a God, and what is God like?
Philasaphy What is recl, and what is irue?

Biology Whal is the erigin of life?

Psychology Who is the basic nelure of mankind?
Ethits What is right?

Soticlogy Haw should saciety be strurtured?

Low Vthat is the basis for [ow?

Folitics What is the purpase of government?
Economits What produces o sound economy?
Hislary Howe should we interpret human evenis?

@wﬂﬂwmws IN FOCUS



THIRKIHG ABGUT WORLDYVIEWS

ourselves [psychologe) and whart malkes chwices vight or wrong {rhe study of
echics). We wonder about how sociery ought 1o be strucoored Gociology], how
bo solve legal issucs (law), whar our syseem of government should look Jike
{polites), how we anght to ke, save, spend, and give money {cconomics),
and how our lives are alfecied by dhie past Chisworyd,

lLach of these arcas {5 relevant to cvery one of us, Our educarional enterprise is
seructiered around these disciplines, with wniversioies offering courses in each disci-

pline 1o seck our answers w0 these vinal quesaons.

Diividing a wordview int these wen disciplines cor- “Aff branches r#’i*ua:u!edgf fare
responds with bow we approach Bifes ioportant connected togerhien, because ihe
questions. subiect matter of knowledge i

Third, dividing a worldview this way belps the mtimate L:r,'lf nnited in flffﬂf {25
student see connoenions boetween the various discl- 'ﬁ'f;-’fg the acts and the work ﬂf
plines. Lt demanstrates how a worldview is bailt the Creator "

SJoak ML MEw AR

upon che Foundutonal scudies of t]u:ulng}f arad

philasaply:. Visualize a fruir tree with these vwo
categories forming the root system. All the other caregories are the truic of wlu
one thinks abour God {theelogy) and reality (philosophy). Pictured this way, a
worldview is a coberent, organic whiole, with ehe fruir fouoward belavior) ﬂuwing
naturally it the reor [inner belietsy. This unifying aspect of worldview thinking
will brcorne more apparent as you maove through chis rext and corresponding
contrse of soudy,

Finally. slicing u worldview inta these major disciplines
allows for casy compatison benween competing warld-
views, such as Seenfar Flumaniso, darssm-Lenioism,
and Cosmic T umanism {comprising both New Age
panehelsm and neo-paganista, i, Wicse) W il our

PriMAary Conceri i this cexe is o develop o biblical

Outward
Chiostian waorldviow, we will occusiooally mention these _ Behavior

otfier views by way of contrast 1o highlighe specibe
Lsses, For g bocl overview of Secular T lmmanizm,
larsism-Lentnism, and Cnsmig Humanism, see (:|1:1]_1tat|-

12 ;gtung with che summmacies faund o the charr o

Apprendiz b,

THIMEIHG LIKE & (Hmsnm@



CHAPTER 1

THE HEART OF A WORLDVIEW

The term “worldview™ refers w oy ideology. philosophy, theclogy, movement,
ar religion that provides an overarching approach o underseanding God, the
wortld, and mant relationship ta God and the warkl. Specifically, a worldview
should provide a particular perspective on each of the following ren disciplines:
theology. philosaphy, biolegy, psychalopgy, ethics, sociology, law, pelitics, econom-
ics, and history. These disciplines also have implicacions for cultural expression
such a5 found in the visual and performing arts, music, and literature.! Since
biblical Christianicy offers a specific stance or attitude toward all ten disciplines,
1t s, by our deliniton, a worldview.

A worldview also offers a parctcular perspective from which o approach cach
discipline. Cunversely, each discipling is laden with values that have worldview
tmplicarions. Christians must understand that these various disciplings are not
vatue-fiee. Each diseipline demands basic assumnptions abour the natre of realiny
in order 1o grant meaning to specific approaches to it

This eexr anzlyzes how the Bible porirays 2 total warldview related o each of

the ten disciplines. We arc attempring 10 understand each discipline and how ic

e fits into an overall picrure of realicy. No discipling
[in ﬁlﬂg @Hﬂ,- stznids alune. Each affects all others in one way or

alll Hen| form, another. The line separaring thealosy and philesephy
[Eﬁﬂf@ @ e, i5 fragile; the line separating cheology, philosophy,

crhics, Jaw, and polinies is more so. In fact, there s
ne ultmaie kng, only a difference in emphasis and perspective.

Thus, the atrangemene of che categories 15, to some degree, arhitrary, bur we
have tried to place them in their most iogical sequence. [t s clear thar theological
and philesophical assumprions colar every aspect of one’s worldview and thar
disciplines such as socielogy and psycholopy are related, bue other reladions and
distinctions ate less recognizable. Therefore, one reader may feel that we have
inappropriagly distanced law from cthics, and another may feel history m be
abmost as foundational to a worldview as philesophy. Cur formar is a logical
suggestion; it is not bindimg, Besides, tn thwe end, all ten disciplines form one

picce of cdoth,

[ & wWoRLDVIEWS IR Focus



THIRKING ABRODUT WORLDYIEWS

A BIBLICAL CHIRESTTARN SFORILIDVIISEY
SUBJECT VIEVWPOINT

T O Wiow of Ciod: Theism

PHILOSOGPTY Wiew of Reality: Supermataralisi

BIOLOGY Vigw of Origin: Creation

PSYCHOTOGY View of Mankied: Fallen Honean SNarure

ETHICK View of Moralivy: Edbical Abselures

SOCHMOGY View of Social [nscirations: Tracdicona! Flome, Churel and Scace
[LANE Wiew ol Source of Law: Nacural Law

POLITICS View of Government's Role: Justice/Vreedom/Order
ECONOMICS View of Ecanonw: Stewardslip of Properry
FUSTORY View of Meaning in Hiscory: Flistorical Resurrecrion

A BIBUCAL CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW

This text will demenstrare bow Chilstianity provides a consistent explanation
of all the lucws of realiy with regard o theology. philosoply, ethics, econamics, or
anything else. As Carl EH. Heney savs, “The Chiriseian belief system, which the
Cheistian knows o be grounded in divine reveliion, is relevant e all of like.™
This relevance resuls from ehe facr char Cheistianine is the ane worldview based
on truch. * Christianiy is e, says George Gibder, “and irs cruth will be dis-
covenzl anywhere you look very fac ™" Gilder, who is noc anly an aursranding
ceotomic philosopher bat also a sociologist, fannd Cluist while secking socio-
Jogival truch.

Philosopher C.EM. Joad found Christ and Chuistianine becaose he was
seelang ethical ouch, T now belivve,” he wrote, “that the balance of reasoncd con-
siderations wells uvily in lavour of the l'i‘!igitirl]ﬁ, cret ol the Chostan view of the
would," Jond recopnized the need for almolute wuth, racher than a trath thac
evalves with cach new theary: "A religion which is

N censtant process af revision 1o U LANE with sci-

encels ever-changing pictu of the world mighr well ij‘:'::fm’ﬁfﬁ_}f iy trne, dned

e cusivr ro heliowe, buad s bard oo belicve 10 would its srieh will be discovered
fil

be weorth believing,™ airpwhiere you look very far.

SpL . - I - i L ki
Lﬁ]rl.‘itml‘:ll}' is thy cmbodinen of Chscs claim !

THINKIHG LTRE & CHRASTIAN] 7 |




CHAPTER 1

that he is “the way, the wudh, and the bife” {John 14:6). When we say “this is the

L S I L 0 . S P DT I B T . - 1 -
SALLUNPLIDANL avEr¥y  T¥L LEIEEL AN BR LLEL TR L0l WUORILL INAWE W3 AL 1L AHULE G AL

ton.” It s no small matter to think and ace as Clirist instructs. Therefore,

Chrstans agree with humanise Bertrand

— . ]
Ruszells admission thar ““What che worid There it no (QEI?IIJ} i the
) whale world, in which the

Christian religion retains a
greater influwence over the sonls
of men than fn America.”

needs is Christan love or compassion,”
America is ofren described as a

Christian naion. Over 150 years ago,

Alexis de Tocqueville wrote, “Therc is no

_ . _ —ALls1E or T TOUQUEELLE
country in the whole warld, in which the

Christian religion retains a greater influcnce over the souls of men than in America:

and there can be no greater proof of i wiliey, and

“Tiweth wilf gfg’;jﬁmgﬁ_’}. Pmm‘;‘{ of its conformicy to human nature, than tha i
wheve there is paing taken to enfluence is most powerfully felt over the nost
bring it to fight. ” enlightened and free nation of the earth.™ ™

—Cronck Wasteoton Unfortunately, however, America—and the rest of

Woestern Civilizarion

e LLErl'.ljr'lg El,‘n.'n’ﬂ,}? FfO]n l[I'.I.I:EilI
heritage. Western nations are eradicating larpe chunls of Christianitv from the

+a I‘.! F
public square.

We contend that Aimerica should be moving in 1he opposite direcion—etnbrac-

oW ing the Christian worldview
R

g o

.31 rather than pushiog it away

-,

. = ©o 0 7Y Trancs Schactfer blames

o ; R o Amtericas dafi roward secularsm

= o 7] and injustice oo the Christizn
1 det o~ v e communiges failure w apply its
e b A J 1 woddview ro every facer of soci-
.. # 1 | ey: “The basic problem of the
i R Christians in this country in the
last cighty years or so, in regared
1o society amd n regard w gov-

, : ernment, is it they howve seen

— - T - things in bies and pieces insread
Purswing consumerism ond enteriginren, many penpfa naw see life in bits and fite{es

rathier then os o meaningful whole. of wtals." " He rocs on 1@ say tha

3 |WORLDYIEWS IN FOCUS



THIRXING ABOUT WORLDYIEWS

Christians have very gradually "hecome disturbed

over permissiveness, pornography. the public r Chronicles 12:32
schools, the breakdown of the family, aned finally Frons the fssacharites, who

abortion. But they have not scen this as a wraliy—
cach thing being a pare, 1 symprom of a much kuger
prablem, They have failed 1o see thar all of this s

come ahout due o a shift in the worldview—rthan s,

undstood the times and few
what fergel should do: 200
chicfs with all their fins-
sricn wrider thehr command,

through a fundemental change in the averall way

peagple thinde and view che world and Life as 0 whaole.™

This sticky is a wake-up call for Christians lving io Amcriea. A country seck-

ing 10 prevnote hman vights and religious,
polirical, and econamic liberty must adhere
to the only worldview that can account lor
the existence of these conceprs.
Lnlormnately, countless Amcricans are
cinbracing veher wockdviews.

This, then. is our fundamental weason for
proparing this wxt and the wccompanying
srucly guide: wo tany Christan young people
are ill-propared o lead. The vast majariry have
no concept of the components of dheir world-
view aod stand imelleceually naked before lef
Wwiilg unIveTsity pl‘uﬁ:ﬁsurs and the Liberal
media, Heory says i cvangelicdd seudents
o more abaut God dhan thelr secular
counterparts, bt “with some [ew grailying
CRUC]RINS, veither hoe aor choeeh has
shaped a comprelicnsive and consisten Eairhy
that srands noon-bright amid the dint shad-

s ol spiriual cebwdlion e naral profli-

pey,” ' Christ’s Leachings impart just sucha

o

nuot-brigdu faich o all Chirisoans whe master

Mhany yaung pecple are poorly prepored lo frce fhe chollenges thal
comtempasary eollege skudies present o o Christion worldvies.

their weorldvivw, who “understnd e tiues,” T his Liolds Foundatiomal s, |

Cluonickes 17032, annownees thiag just teo hundred individuals wher “understood the

THINEIRG LIKE & (HRISTIAN LEU



CHAPTER 1

times” prewided the leadership for an entire

natian Ve belisvs thar o comprabionghe e 3

knowledge of a Christian worldview will Lear fricrids, afthough | was
provide today’s young peopie with the fager fo wWith Yoir Ghout vii
undetstainding necessaiy @ becom it Salwition, § foumnd it
Chnistian leaders and delenders of the Faith IHCESSrY to vrite and ﬂ:‘; ore
ence debivered 1o the saints by the apostles you o contend for t i€ fraith

that was defivered to the

and prophets {Jude 3, ' ¢
sainils once for off,

THE SECULAR AND THE SACRED

Many prople belicve that when Cliristians confront other warldviews and

auempt to speak o such “secular” disciplines as polivics, cconomics, biclogy, and

law, they arc overstepping their bounds. “Mind

kN ) h ) : r . " '
1 believe Cf’??'fffmmf} i the 9”{}' your own business,” we are rold. Jesus taupht His

logieal,

consistent faith in the
wortd "
—MOorrisen AnLee

tollowers, “you are not of the world, bur T have cho-
sen you out of the world” (John 15:19).

How, then, can the Christian justify has claim w

a worldview rhac speaks 1o every facer of [ife?
ShouldnT he stick to spirimal maers and allow non-Christians to concenteate on
the practical matters of running the world?

In short, isnTt there a difference berween the secular and the sacred?

Wor according 1o Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who says we should not distinguish
berween the owo: “There are nor owo realicies, buc only vne reality, and that is
the reality of God, which has become manifest in Christ in the reality of the
world.”"™ From the biblical Christian perspective, dic ten disciplines addressed in
this text reflect various aspeces of God’s creative and redemprive order, God
created mankind with theological, philosophical, biclogical, ethical, ecc., dimen-
sions, We live and move and have our being [our very essence and existence)
within and about these categories. Why? Because that s the way (God crearcd us.

Such being the case, these caregorics are, from che Christian perspective,
sacred and not secular, They are sacred because they are imprinted in the creative
order. Both the early record of Genesis and the life of Jesus Chirist reflect this

uuch.

Lﬂ@lwumnmws IN FOCUS
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GOD'S CREATIVE AMD REDEMPTIVE QRDERS

All ten disciplines are acldressed in jusc the frst fow chapeers of the Bible because
they manifest and accent cerain aspeers of the creative arder. For example:
o Genesis 1:1—"In the beginning God created che heavens and the carth™—is
value-laden with theolugical and philosophical camificarions.
= Genesis 2:9— the knowledge of good and evil’—conmains cthical ramiticarions;
= Gienesis 1:7 1. “according ro their kindy"—biological:
* Genesis 2:7—"the man became a living being”—psychological;
o Genesis ;28— be fraitful, and multiply, A1 the cardi’™—sociological and
ceological;

= Genesis 3:11—"1 had forbidden you" —lepal;

5 (encsis 9:6—"Whaoever sheds man's blood™— = Corinthians wg—5
political and legak; We demolish arguments and
* Genesis 1:29—“This will be food for you'- every high-ninded thing that is

mtiseed 1y aguinst the knawffdgt*
of God, taking every rfmu hr
captive to the obedionce of C hr ist.

ECONOMIC
» Genesis 10:1—"These are the fanuly records
af Naah's sons: Shem, Lam, anel
Japheth, .. "—historical.
Further, God manifests Hirsell in the form of Clirist in such a way as to under-
line the significance of cach discipline:
* [ cheology, Jesuws Chuist 1s "the enrire (ullness af God's natwee”™ (Colossins 2:9];
= In philosophy, Chrisc is the kegos of Gaod {Jehn 1:1);
= T cthics, Chrise is “the true light {John 19, 3:19-28;
2 I biokogy, Christ s “thac life” (Joho 1:4, 11:25; Colessians 116k
s In psychology, Christ is “Savier” (Luke 1:40-47; Titus 2:13),
» In sociology, Chiisois "Son” {Luke 1:30-31; lsaish 9:60;
@ [ Jaw, Chiist is Jawgiver (Genesis 49:10: [sn3ads 9:70;
° In pobitics, Christ is “King of kings and Lowl of lords” {Revelution 19:16;
1 Timathy G:15; Isaiah 9:0; Luke 1:33);
s I cooneinies, Chrise is Owner of all things (Petlon 24015 50:10-13;
| Corinthians 10:25];
= In hisrory, Christ is “the Alpha and the Omega” {Bevelarion 1:80.

The integration of these varions categories ineo socicry bus come to be known
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as Western Clivilization. For an overview of God's Creative and Redemptive Order,
JE T I L R S T o
Jhbe LEJA %J1lal L LLd ]'I.J_?J_Jl.:llk_ll.!, Le,
The Bible and the life of Jesus Christ provide the Christian with the basis for
a complee worldview. Indeed, Christians £ain a
“Faith i the cenpral pi‘af?ffm perspective so comprehensive that they are com-
af this age.” manded 1o be “raling every thought caprive to the

—¥nrzaker Criaveers  obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5),

Chnce we have captured all thoughrts and made
them obedient to Christ, we are to use these thoughts o “demolish arguments
and cvery high-minded thing chat is raised up againse the knowledge of God”

(2 Cotinthians 10:4-5). When nations and men forger God {see Psalrn 2} they
experience what mankind has experienced in the owentieth cencury. Nazism and
communism, twe major movements berelt of the knowledge of God, cost che
human race tens of millions of lives. Whittalcer Chambers says thar communisms
problem is net a problem of economics, buc of atheisin: “Taith is the central
problent of this age.”" Alexander Sokshenitsyn echoes hinm: "Men have forgotten
Cagnd, 7 10

The Apostle Paul insists in Colossians 2 thar those whe have “received Chaise
Jesus the Lord” (Colossizns 2:6) are o be rooted and buile up in him, strength-

ened in che faich as they were raught (Colossians

2:7). While the Christian works ro stiengrhen his "Men have
faith or worldview, he must see to it thar no one ﬁrrgairm Grod.
talees him “caprive through philosophy and empry —ALENANOER SOLYHENIT Y

decen based on human tradition, based on the ele-
mental forces of the world, and nor based on Chirist” (Colossians 2:8). Fram the
Christian point of view Sccular, Macxist, and Cosmic Humanism fall within the
realm of “the elemenial forces of the world.” They are based on the wisdom of this
world and nor upon Christ.

This wasn't mercly 2 point of docering for Paul. He practiced what he preached.
In Acts 17, Paul confronted che vain and deceirful philosophies of the atheistic
Epicureans and pantheistie Stoics—rthe professional humanists of his day, The
Apostle countered cheir ideas with Christian ideas; he reasoned and preached, and he
aceented three Christian truths—ehe resucrection of Jesus Chirist (Acs 17:18), the cre-

ation of the universe by God (Acs 17:24), and the judgment to come (Acs 17:310.

@wnmnmws FOFOCUS
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Canwe do less? ey oo, must fearlessly pmr_']-a'im the gnml news of the gospel
(Cod creared the universe and all things in i mankind rebelliously smashed che

inage of Cud by sine Jesus Clirise died for our sin,

was reised rom the deed. and is alive forevermaore — —
(i man-@ndstan
i i e el

1 Carinthians 13:1-47), and wo must stand Fese in

the contest of the same warldview as Paul- -

creation, resarractian. aned judgiment,

Paul recognized that people dare noe compartmencalize life into boxes marked
erered” and Tsecalar” 1le enderstond not onle thar Christianiny was boch a
worldview and a religion. bue slso diar all worldviews are religiaus by definition.
Indeed, he went 5o far 23 w tell the Epicureans and Stoics thar they were religious
—rchev just worshiped an “Unknonn God.

ast people Lave no problum recagnizing that cermain non-Chrrsoan world-
views are religious, Cosmic Humanists tlk abour god, so they musc practice a
refigion. But bow car: the “religious” label apply ro atheists fike the Marxists or

Secular Humanises:?

. Ry M e——

N S

OILGRING |
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EHAPTER 1

It applics because all worldviews include a theology. That is. all begin with a
religious declaration:
s Clristianity begins with “In the beginning G
= Manusa/Leninism and Secular Humanism begin with “In the heginning no
God.”

¢ Cosmie Human[sm begins with rhe c]uc]ar:le

nion “Evervthing s God.”

Christians wha have sevn their worldview effeccively

eliminated frem ihe public schools are rightfully our-
raged by the humanises’ violations of the prosent interprecacion of the Firse
Amendment. They are angured that a iere 7.3 million humanists can concrol the
coneent of Amencan public schooling while the countrvs Christians provide the
lion's share of the students and bear the majorine of the cost through their rax dallars.
Humanists zetempr o downplav their violation of the present interpretation of
the First Amendroent by claiming thar they present a neurral viewpoint, But no

cducational approach is neweral, as Richard A, Baer notes: “Felucation never

takes place in a meral and philosophical vacuum.

f T A. ] L@ﬂhgﬂﬁ]* It the larger quustions about human beings and
|

ﬂﬂj}iﬁm[ﬂlﬁ i MEEEF. | rheir desciny are not being asked and answered
{[ﬁggmﬂﬁ]@m ] m -+ | within a predominantly Judeo-Christan frame-

work [worldview], they will be addressed with
another philosophical or religious framework—but hardly one that is ‘neutral’

Clearly, both Secular Humanism and Marxism are religious worldviews, Trving o
scparate the sacred from the secular is Jike trying o sever she soul from che body—a
dearlly experiment. Thus, in ovder to provide a fair educational system far our voung
people, we enuse recognize thar alf worldviews have religious implications and that it s

discrininzrory to bar some worldviews and not others from the classroom.

A WORD ABOUT SQURCES

The Bible, of course, is the primary source for the Christian worldview

it

Christianiqr’ explaing the faces af rr:alir}' berter than anv other worldview because

E_J-i!t'l'u'lJHLﬂ‘i'lE'i'u’E I FOCUS
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relies upon divine spiradon, [F e
Bibie s vruly Gad's special revemcon e

e welione g, tlien the oly

celv weenrate view of the world

s e founced on Scripeone. !

The diwvine inspiretion of Scriplure
earlaing no onlv i mirscalous Coe T T

colerency bui also the ncredible power

I Jigul‘@ ot Chrise. Arheist hisrozian
Wil H. Lec

of Jesus “has Teen notonly the highest L e

v ardmies chae che characrer oA

aartern ol virtue but the strongest
veintive 1 s practice: and has eser-

Clacd so {if"{:i:l an flienee char 1 may be

I:L'Lllj.' saial chae the .*;in'tp]': e of three

shiore vears of active lits has done mone
Berausz Gad's special revelatian i presented in the Bible, on orwrote world-

Ty rersinenle A 13 0 1 |T]T||'|‘|‘i!'.l[! - -
egenerate and m solee t view must be founded an Seripture.

thian abl che disguisitions of philose-

phers. and all the exhwriions of woralises.” ~ W believe the reason tor chis is that
when Cheist wld the woman whe spoke of the Messiah, “[am B rhe One sp-::alk-
ing wrvou” (ol 4261, Fle was telling ber the most fundamuental trah of all. Whar
Clirisr safd concemning life amel deatls. che soved and los: condition of mankind.

L 2nd soul. and truth encompasses the ceneral

procepes of the Chiristian worldview, Chrise is ies cor-
nerscone. He ds the war, the truth, and the szte iJoln
1+4:03:.

Wohen prcs;‘nring the Christian worldvicw, then.

we take the Bible at lace value, Call ic "liceral™ inter-
mrerarion iF vou wish. but icis diffeult o see how else the writers of the (ld and

Nooew Festantents meant oo be raken, Figures o speech—ues. oepologies—ues.

annalogics—ies. buc overall they wrose in stmple. staighcforward rerms, When a
writer savs, "I che beginning God created the heavens and the caveh.” wo wnder-
stanel him 1o sev that there s a God. chere was 1 beginning o creason. tht

|‘.I.::,T,\"L‘E'.I '.!]'.IIL]. l_'.l['lh ':f?ili'ﬁ, i.';!'ll.:l |.'|.‘.:1l' (._:;Ud ['i'.l'.!l'.il_‘ [II']l_'l'l"..
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It dewes net rake 2 Phl) ore high 183 e comprrhand shye basic DM of the
Bilsle. Cods special vclarion is ppan Lo evorvens, | lere 5 neorosm tor ae Vel
locrual efice iy Chrlstiseine anly are “high pries” seed inercede bers een Gl
anel muan—Jesus Christ For this reason. evers nun nay "approach the throne of
vrce with boldavss sHebres s 2 13-16).

Fhis text also will ety o Chedscian men and wonmen w describe the Clirstion

worldview, "IF we aczent the
st af men, Crod's tescl-
LY T8 SRt lereiiise it i

Gods estenowny that He has

'
Mt e e

giviil abou Flis Son.” (1 John
34 The Christan worldview
stannels o Talls on che agruracy of

the Bible.

STUDY PROCEDURES

This work RRTTIE: the vari.

Brilish viriter and philasopher [5, Lewis offerad a concise picturz al 1ke Christian world:

aus caweporical positives with

vizv in s dlnssic boak Sere Carfstionine bread strokes, adhering o Albere

Finswins dicoum: Faerithing
shotld be made as siuple a2y pessibie. buc not simpler. Eacls chapter, we ko,
could consume thewsands of pages b iesetf, Millions of pages and billions of
words have been weitien ou Chedstien theisn alore, Wi have areempred. thersire,
nut t address every subilen of each approach. bue racber w caprare the kernel of
each diseipline. W fallows €8 Towis formula, simiving w capnire Vogre
Cheistianite,” Thus, we vaamine the core the foundational spproacle. of cech dis-
ciplioe, Tnghis wae wo ssure the rewder @ fest char will never become oatdated.

[F o are inrerested 0 addiconal study shows worldview, vou wouid do wel:
to read Lamies Qe o0 Chadsrion Ul of God cied tln Wardd, alang with A Chifafen
Mesiifeste e Francis achacter and Chack Colsoas Hewe Neae Shadl We Line?
Fhese warks wahe afiving asddidon o dhis souds b helpisy vou think e ternas
ob vorldvicws and entercing the notion e ideas have consequences—ueven

lugrical conscguaences et procecd from prior belivis.
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RECOMMEMDED READING FOR ADYARNCED 5TUDY:
APOLOGETICS

Baamaut. Michael, Uavid Fall, aod Boberr Nes . fr}isrs.lgr.'f'f'r'rr.-" .-fil."rf.'."lfi‘gt'l".':{'.f.
Cormp HIL Pas Christian Publicnioms, 1996,

Craig, William Lane. Reeswsnalle aithe Chidician Tradds il A pedagerios W heaton,
Lz Crossway Boolks, 1994,

Cuoisler, Warman [ (ladstiens Apadagerss, Grand Rapids. Mich.: Baker Boolk
Howese, 1988,

Mclloweell, fosh, The New Fordesee thar Desauds o Verdiee Washeitle: Thomas
Mulson, 149494

RECOMMENDED READIMG FOR ADVANCED STUDY:
GEMERAL WORLDVIEW STUDIES

Brese, Dwvidd. Sesess Mea thes Riele ehe Workd Fosn the Clhrie, Chicago: Mooy
Fress, 1993,

Coatsan, Charles, Kradvras i f,}h'._*,l'rr;'.-"{'.". Coraml Wapids, Mich: Zondervan, 1989,
Coolson, Chades and Mancy Pearcer, Hore MNore Shall We Line? Wheatun, 1
Tyndale Touse, 1999

Labaye, T, and [vid Moehel, Adiod Nivger i J"J’r.rrf.lrr'_l,l"rh' Fiveely ioe the New
Aélferenrivnn, Mashville: Word Puldishing, 2000,

Nash, Ronald H. Wartdvienes fn Conflier. Grand Rupids, Mich.: Zondervat, 1992,
Nachel, David A Usiderstaseding the Times: Ve Religiows Waildeions of Qrer Bty
stiidt Hie fﬁ-{'r:f'{'-",rjrlu' Foatdr Pugene, O Harvest Hlowse, 1997,

Mochel, David AL JoE Baldwin, and Kevin 1. 15}'u'.11n:|'. (.'.-"r'.';g-:]' dir tl Clissrvenin:
Fhe Belagron of Secieder Hrvntseiinn, 2nd edivian., Manivo Springs, ol Sumnm
Press, 20601

Scluelter, Feancis A, P Shoeeded W $les Fioe? Wheaton, 1L {",1-:35:41.1.'.1_1.-' Bavirlos,
T4 3,
Weith, Gene Felward, Teo Bustreocterse Frones: A Csiitian Conlede i 'f','rJ-'rn’:'h'e',l‘-’fﬁ'.-.-'f:‘r

! :"IffJ-'.":\{J'!-'." r”m.' € et 1"."':"11!.:;]![3[1. ]|| (:l'u:-.:\w;i}-' Books, 1994,
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13,
16,
L7,

EMDINOTES

. See David AL Nockel, Understizding tre Fimes (Eugene, Qres Harvest House, 19910,

Marnsan L Geidder wel Willian O Wadling, Warlet Apaer {Baleer Boal: 11ouse, Coand
Hapids, 19891 p. 1L

Chented In David A Woehel, fedestaeting e {imes (Eugene, Ore: Hainvet House, 1991 p 3.

Same may ask whuie the ars (the visnal and pefosimiog ares, lireraore, mosie, and ]
come it e dvice, There ane owe np:'mn.l;: ¥ou could eidher have an eleventh cutesnry o
"The Arrs” or this ziea can be subsumed wder "Socielogy” a5 a means of sutwasdly sxpress-
ing our worldview ina culoural way. This coues of study daes not spedifically Foens v the
ares, althougl we ose cxamples from mevies and 1nusic 1o liserare the worldviews being pre-
senred. For mare indoemaden on a Chrisian approach w the ars, sce Frangs Schacttecs Lusd-
mark ook, How Sl Y Fhea Live? Other more recent works include Meil Postmie
Amreiing {heersedoes to Dheard; Prbfic $wanrn fa che .-‘EH{" {Jf.ﬁ'.ﬂl..'me.' Hresiers, Sceve Tiorner’s
dmagiue & Viten for Clrdssianr in thye Aves, Gene Vel Staee of e Avee: Feorm Bezadel i
g'lf;:ﬁpfrrf?u:}ﬁr', H. R. RBoakmaalcrs Maders At aud the Deatlt ﬂ_,i"‘ﬂ,-:a frane, Kenoeth :'-.'i:.'r_'rh" A
Cinele Childrer and Bluee Swede Shoer: Clrvistians & Popuelar Ciedtaare, and Carson Hallaway's AAf
Shook Uip: tuste, Parsoo, ared Politics, Cr you mighe conader David Quine's "Adventores in
Are acurriculum desigied for heme use faund an lus welsite ac WA, O ESE LT L -
TurocomyCurriculum_irc o

Cusl EH. Heney, Towurrd o Recovery r.r_,r"f,'.l'}a'fﬂ.-'.r!u el (W estchester, M Crossway Books,
1900, p. 113,

L, Mef, " (hriscianity Taduy Talks w0 George Gilder” Chrisrisiey Taday, March 6, 1987, p. 30,
CLEM, Joad, The Recovery of Belief [London: Vaber and Faber, 19551, p. 22
k., p. 240,

Gercrand Russel, S Socdeey in Btlies aud Priitres {New Yorls Meneor, 19021 p. vin

- Abenis de Tocqueville, Demecreey i Amevics, two volumes (New Rochudle, KUY Arlingion

House, nud.), vol, 1. p 294, Elaewhene he declared, " Uhe Aamericans cambine dhe notions of
Christianiny and of herry so iotunately in their minds. that 10 s inpossible o make them
conerive the one withopr the ather™ (p 2977,

. Trancis A, Sclacliva, A Chrieiare Afanifera (Westchesrer, s Crossway Boals, 1981} p 17,

1Lid,
Card EH. Henry, fieitighe of @ Greer Cioilizatzn (Weschesoen, T Crossway Bacls, 1988), p. 94

4ot Barnsess, "Buonleclfer, Lieerich,” in Bader s Dveriorey af Clafseian Fiivies, ed. Cinl FHL

i]unr;.r: (o [1::pids. dlich.: Baker, 19733, - G,
Whittaker Chambers, Wineen {Lake Bluff, 1L Bandom Heouse, 19523 p0 17,
Alexander Selchenisyn, Harvarl Leciures.

Richard A. Faer, "They Ave Teaching Religion s Public Schools,” Clhristiauiny Taday, Febrowry
L7, 1984, . 15,

o WELET L Lecley, Micary of Eroogeanr Aarads (feam Angusrne oo Olevlenrapiel, wo virlupnes ew

Yorl: Cieorge Brasller, TH351, vol. 20 pp. 849,
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CHAPTER 2

" |

Theology

KEY GUESTION

Is there a God, and whart is God lilee?

KEY IDED

Christ’s teachings and actions as revealed in the
Bible provide the cornerstone for special revelation
and a solid foundation For Christian theism.

KEY GUGTE

“Theism, the belief thar God is, and arheism, the
beliet that God is not, are not simply ewo beliefs,
They are two fundameneal ways of seeing the
whale of exisience. The one, theism, sees existence
as ultimately meaningful, as having a meaning
beyoud irself; the other sees existence as having no
meaning beyond icself.™

SIErMER D) S0y
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SUMMARY

The theology of Christianiey is the affirmacion of the existeoce of an intel-
ligent, pov,ferf'u], [ ng, Just, and awesome God who casts in the Trinny
of Father. Son, and I laky Spirit. From the Chrisdan perspeative, “lin the
besinning God” (Genesis 1:1] 15 dhe foundacion for all meaning,
Clicistianivy furcher proclaims that this powertul, intelligent God who
created all things in heaven and carth is the same God whe ook npon
Himself hwoman form in the person of Jesus Christ and died for our sins.
Christianity proclaims a God who is both Mind and Hear—whao not
only creawed the world, bute also loves i so muoch thar He sent 1715 only
begorten Sun o die for in Chostlan theismy declares in latge lerers,

“God 15" "God created,” "God loves,” and "God judges.”

@Ewuuumws 1N FOLUS
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g

Iék=-._.«1‘l'uiss'rian theism rests primarily on owo foundarions: special revelazion

{the Bible} 2nd general revelation (the created order!, While the Bille reveals the

character and pessonality of God page after page, the “whole workmanship of the

universe,” according o John Calvin, reveals and discloses God dav after dav,
James Ohre explains that the chelstic position is estblished not by anv single

clue or evidence, bur by “the concurrent forces of many, starting tram differene

and independenc standpoints.”* Christians see evidences of God evervwhere, 1o i

the Christian position that history, theclogy, philosophs, scivnce, mathemarics.

logic, and experience all point to the existence of a Creator and Redeemer.

SPECIAL REVELATION

Christian theists believe thar God
has revealed Himself to mankind in a
eeneral way through creation and in a
special (personal) way evidenced by
His divine words and acrs contained
in the Bible znd especially in the per-
son of jesus Christ. Millard FErickson

defines the two forms of revelation

this way: “(n the one hand, general
revelation & God’s communicarion of

Himself to all persons, at ali times.

anuf in all places. Special revelation on
the other hand, involves God's partic-

elar comenunicacions and manifesoa-

tions which are available now only

TATRCEE A T 25y -

it

by consulration of cerrain sagred ML WS K6 S du i

9,100 feet, Mt Hermon is the bighes! mauntain in Syrin and is befieved by
sorme sehelors lo be the plare where the transfiguralion of Jesus—a divinz
Ceeneral revelarion has been cevelotion o His disciples—toak place.

- w
‘p'p'!'JTII'EgS- .

viewed throughout church history by
a variery of Christian theists as & necessary but insufficient means for providing

knowledge abour the Creator and His characier. I is beweer theology and philosophy
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ro begin vt the God of thy Bible w
explain the waivierse than w begin wich
the nniverse 1o explain God,

Acvording 1o the Christan vigw, che

elestiny af creawd mankind invalves

o ——————

boch salvarion and judgment, Ir is noc

GElCH; an""“f’—l. G]Fwi]

‘-i:mumﬂ?ﬂ wh‘r 'E‘ i vl

it i el dvegh e
nhﬁ_[@’iﬁﬂvﬂﬁ;.}u&t hE
+|rﬂr[j|jn:m

i
L
L
!
3
!
|
|

acncral revelation but special revela-

rinn—the Bible—rthar answers such questions as: Howe can mankind be saved:?

From what must mankine be saved? Why will judgmenc ocour? Special revelation,

The umhed message af te h||:||1ml wiriters, despu:e rhe extreme diversity of 1|1e:r cireum-
stamtes ond backqrounds, orgues for the divine inspiralion of Seripture.

then, is “special” because 16 s the
ke that spens the door e both
lieaven and carth.

One of the most basic wnes
of Christian balief is the divine
mspiration of the Bible. When
thie individual accopts the Bible
s the Ward of God, the weach-
ings and events it descoibes
become the mest imporsant
basis for undersanding all real-
iy, Withour faith thae the Bible
is God's Word, people are left
floundering—rforced o truse
their ewn {unfounded) thought
processes as the ultimate criteria

for discerning truth, e one can

denv the Billes divine inspiration and still claim 1o be a bibhical Chrisoan for e
; P

simple reason char Scripture proclaims irself w0 be God-breathed (2 Timothy 3:16-

173, Tf one believes che Bible to be 2 rue and accurate document, then one musr

ACCCPE 115 clatm e be divinely inspircci.

- iR el s e v
- et o die Bk,

R - j : The evidence in support of the Christian’s belicf
@mdﬂt@mhﬁmﬁm@};dﬂ e o

i the divine inspirarion of the Bible is comvincing.
For example. the unirv of teaching in the Bible is

stareling in light of the face that s books were

@WUELDNWS Il FOCUS
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authared by ditferent men faced -

werh very ditferem circun-

stances. Further the astounding

P ks - bt
a

abiliey of the Bible o change the

Tl k=
StEaThErrAr bt

lives of individuals (For che

Letzer) whe accept s wushorin

strengthens its claim o be a

special revelation from God. The

degree of moral wuek contained

m the Bilile also supparts i

R R R R R E PR PR EY

4

divine wsyprrasion, All chese

4

arguments supprort the beliet
that che Bible is God's Word.

AdAA A A

lwrwever, the mose {Cln‘.'incing

TrTTTTTETTROc o= [ - s

I | 4 rk e o=

witness tor divieg inspiration is - g

the BRible foself Fl'l'h"-'S{: hf_’&i{ﬂll[ Loy PRI UT I IMmTTIO TR ImERRINR BRI

accepe Scriprure as God's special revelation are moast often convineed by a

ihorough, apen-minded seudy of the Bible

In swodying the Bible, the readur meers God's most dircer form of special

revelazton: the person of Jesus Christ. "En Jesus of Nazareth,” writes Carl

EH.

. .- + -
L AT 1 AraaE W

~dtrErEErrrrirEvd Bl

Henry, "the divine source of revelation and the divine content of thar revelation

converge and corncide.” Christs reachings and actions as revealed it the Bible

provide the ¢arnerstone tor special revelation and a

salid foundavon for Christian theism.

The purpose of divine revelarion Jies in its com-

Speciolfrexelatianleleiyiofing
muuication o the Christizo of the significance of . Q}Iﬂﬁ?_ [;.}@@]E %}?ﬂiﬁd}]@jﬂf
Chaist’s weachings and actions. The third member of m{:’ﬁ[b mﬂjiﬁiﬂ L_E ﬁj:ﬁ]i_ﬁﬁ[[ﬂh
the Trinity, ihe Holy Spirit, plavs an important rele i l{h‘ﬁl[@ﬂ !]JL@ Eﬂﬂb@mﬂm][ﬂ:@
in this dialogue. Henev explains: “Scripture iselfis PELSBH E{}m @}ﬁf@l

given se thar the Holy Spirit may etch God's Word

upan L hearts of his followers in ongoing sanetification that andcipates the

brelievers linal, unerring conformicy to the image of Jesus Cheist, God's incarnate

YWord,” " This is the ultimate reason God chase ro revea] HimmselF and 11s plan for

mzankingd i the Bible,

THINKING LIKE & [HEISTI.AH@
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Fuoe this reason. ohe Chistiins
seliance an chye Bible should be pro-
fournd mmel constancy renewed,
Christians do not read rhe Bible onee
and ser i aside. Rathen thew study 1t as
the Ward of God and work constandy

[er conborm s wuchings. Chrisceans

“fsrdess T believe (0 God, T oot
belicer i theught; so { cait irevey
wse thonght to disbelivoe i God.”

[ FERCATY

spend their lives secking o onderstund the powertul message of te Bible.

DESIGN AND GENERAL REVELATION

5}1@::5;1] revelation, then, is the linchpin of Christianice while gcnur;‘t] tavala-

fion serves as a prod o encourage man o recogaize the ulimate tuths ser down

AL

The mujgsty of nature, as well o5 our axen theught pracesses, ore evidentes
for God's existence, pcrarding 1o CS. Levis.

mn Seripoure and venbodied in fesus
Chuist,

Altheugl Gods rovelenion theough
naruee, i and of wself, fls o bring maen
tor a1 saving knewwledge of Cod, 1t is capa-
ble of bringing men to 3 general knowl-
eddge of God. A grear majarioe of
mrelectuals agree chat the conceps of
purpose and design, Jor example. havy
validin in r-;:g;lrd ter che queszion of che
extamence of Cod.

Anghean ckergrman Williao Palev
argued in Manerad Theology (a book abour
which Chares Eracwis admieeed. "1 da oat
think I hardh ever sdinived a book mon: . ..)
that : man chancing upon a waich i the
wilderness could nor conclude thar the
witteh had simphy always existed: rachar.
the abvious design of the warch—aor anly
15 internal makewp bur alse the fwer dhae i

clearh exists Far a purpose--—-would

£l
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necessarilye Imply the exlsence of i designer Paler weent oo to substitaee che oni-
versy bor the warch and contended shai 2 mechanisin so obviously designed as the
universe necessitiled the existence ot o grand Dresigner, This s an excellent example
ot the wayv in which the ereated arder revels the exissence of God.

The universe forces it sense of design iand thus & Designer) va all men open
rer such a possibilic:. Many discover God through the general revelation of a struc-
tred universe: sany athers encowteer Tim in che purposciul nature of realio:
C.EM. Joad, whe was an arheist for much of his professional career. wrote a baok
entided Fhe Becoeery of Bedicf shortly betore his death. This bosk traces his gradual
advance toward God and Jesus Christ. Joad was largely convineed by his abservation
ﬂjl‘ hu]'l.'l.:'!i] J'IEILLLFE:—[']'I'.I.[ ] ]'I'Iﬂ}]'i_'l.l |:_'|.‘|.’r' L'_‘.‘\'iSES, ﬂl'l,d [hﬂ[ inen DFI,'[."TI Flﬂ,l]]'l'l,' T;’Iﬂ.[’ ]&".‘.'.

Sulk another nwist on the wrguiment for the general revelation of God's exis-
rence s prosented by Co 5, Lewis, “Suppuose there were no intelligenee behind the
woiverse,” savs Lewts "Tichar case nobody designed 1y brain tor the purpose of
thinking, Thought is merely che by-produce of some atoms within my skull. Buc it
so. how can [ trust my own thinking o bue erue?” asks Lewis, “Bur if 1 can't trose
my awn thinking, of course. [ cant trust the argumenis leading o athelsm, 2nd
theretory have nao reasan o be an athelst, or anvehing else. Unless T believe in
God, T eant believe in thaughe so [ can never use thoughr o disbelicve in God.™
The evidence points w what Christians believe---ehat a persenal God has revealed
IHimselt throngh a creared world. that He has a plan for thae world, aod an ulti-

mate rjusrin}' for it

WHAT DOES REVELATION TELL US ABCUT GOD?

The Christian ts concerned not only with the existence of God in general, bue
wlso witl che relarionship char exsts berween God and man, and parcdcularhy with
the redemption of all munkind. %While Sccular Fumanists declare in the Humianisr
r'll-'!rfi'.'hff:"'.i.m I thar no God can save ws—"woe must save ourselves - Christian cheism
cchoes Thomas, the disciple who referred 100 Jesus as “ivly Lol und My God™
{lehn 20:28). and Perer, who said o Jesus, “You have the words of eternal life”
{Johno 6:08). God. as revealed thronghaur che Dible and especially in the person of
Chrise. s cleaily knowable and destres o be konown,

To say that God is kuowable is 2lso o sar thue God “relaces™ or has personalin—chax

THINKTHG LIKE A CHRISTIRRIMG:
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He 15 “personal.” Crod s selrmawareness, His crmotions. and Hi seli-deicrmining

will make up the care af His divese personalic. The Bibie is L‘I‘ﬂ.ph:nit i describing

Cood s perslt wware of [ Hmsclt B Bsadaly dds.
L e g, ™ . " .
{ A Wi [ As, Gad savs, *Tam the firstand Fam the last, and

Ervits 210 chere is e Gaed besices me.” In Uxoedues 3014, God

savs i Mloses. "FAm Whe Ao
Busides possessing slt-wwateness, the God of the Bible fike man; has sensibalites,
At almes Ceod s pn’.}]'i:';‘t"-.'-:_'d as sorronhe] (renents Gl angr [evteronoray 1237,
campassionat: | Pasalm 1171040 jealous (Exadus 20:5), and able 1o show satlsfaceion
{Genesis V:3), Theologians du not lee] chiar suck seriprures suggest that God s
Tinited. but racher that Ged is willing o reveal Himself in an anthropomorphic,

persanal wav t people,

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PERSOMAL GOD

Besides believing thar Geod s 2 persoil God and conumunicares His nature,
Christians befieve that God s self-determining-—thai is, soverzign o regard o His
will. God's self-deeermination is describied in Daniel 4:35; "All the inhabitancs of
the earth are counted as nothing, and He does whar 1le wanes with the army of
heaven and the inhabitants of the carth, Thers is no one who can nold back His
hand or sav to Him, “What have You done?™”

I addlition o buing seli-determining, the God of the Bible is moral. Proverbs 13:3
warns us that CGod distinguishes berween goud and evil and thar He 1s concerned
with our moralite see also Proverhs 3:215 God’s uncompromisingly moral cliae-
acter is one of e mest cruciul aspects of 11s buing. A teue understanding of
God's absolure goodness beads the indevidual woeromgly o the conclusion tha
every man bas an acate need for a Redeemer.

Long-suttesing patience and faithfilness are alsa persunaliny taits ot God.
God's willingriess to delav His judament upon che Istaehizes when they wor-
shipped the gelden calf {Exodus 32:33-14) and His Faithful promise o save the
peliever from crernal judgment Gohn §0:28) are prime examiples of His paricnee
and faithfulness.

Perhaps the most asrounding characreristic of God's personalio: is that He is

ceiune. The Christian buelicves thar God is three co-existent, co-cteral persons o

Zen|WORLDYIEWS [N FOCUS
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oa, who are cqual 1o puposs and esence, buw ditler i fuscton.

The God oF the Christian also 13 God of power, evidenced by His works in
creation and providesoe, Hebrews 110 doclaress “In s lwgil‘.ning. Eond, Yo
Usfﬂb!is]‘l‘:d 1';]-3 Ei.“-rh. a]"ld. F.i:]l_' I:'.Il_".'!‘\."'.fi'.l.‘i A2 1.']1(_' \".'llrl'i.:\' Uj. _".'l:]l'.]]' I:'!:'I.I'l'i'.[.‘i.-. [j!'.ll'iﬁl'i'.'!!'l |.'|"|.L"-'
ol asseres char God s the souree ol all things and thar He ereared 1he cosnios
out of His v mind, sccording o His plan.

God alse demoensisutes His prower by moving Hicoworld o purpesctul end,
Fach croaced Ehing ks an appoiated destiov—3Cod Tus a plan far His waorlel, and
nothing takes Him by surprise. The Bible is emphacic on this poinr, Bomans 9:23-26
savs, L will call "Not-Mv-People, "W v-Peeple. and she whe is 'Unleved,” Beloved.
a'.'"l.nd I“: “'i.“. |:|'.=.' il:‘l [J.-l.'i_' P]E‘[CL' '\.'\'I'I.'L‘]'l_' fI:'I.{.‘:'.' WM H}Il'.]. :\.'ﬂ"l.l 0L 13000 ]'I'I:.-' [:IL'(]P'L". [l'l{:]'l:
they will e calivd sons of the living Gue.” Seriplurs makes 1 cleer that God
manifests His power by a savereigr and holv plan—a plan which generally collides

with ihe pl.:_i.u:i of men.

GOD AS JUDGE

The judgment of God is noc a popular subject—ceven among Cheistians, A
greill Moty al people ablur the rh[mg]u thar the “God of love” could also be

the “God of wrath.” However, one cannot read the Bilile wichour LICOunTering

the: judgment of God.

The holitness of Cod necossi-
rates the judgment of God. ;
Christian theists agree that God
must be a judge hecause §is
holv oature 15 ancichetical 1o sin. - .
Such acts in the Bilsle oy the
srear Hood (Genesis 6:17-7:24).

ihe destrucrion of Sodom and

Cromorrab [Genesis 190, the
smering b Madulb and Abibu

(Leviticus 10:1-71. thie tall af the

Canaznires (Leviticus 18-20. L .
es { J God's holiness requires thot He judae he world far it dr.

angl the falb of [sracl {2 Kings

THINKING LIKE & {Hftlsn.:r:[gﬁl
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177 and Juwdal (2 Choooicles 360 are al demonsoradions ot Gl uilgmect b
wiotivated by His holy mature,

Chrstianite eaches thar God s tar and alwavs

' ; S 1 . | e His macire 3 perboer. Ceod 15 not o
| ﬁhﬁei}dﬁmmfﬁl IREmgiEE | et because His nature 15 perfest. God s not s
i ﬁ}@ ﬁ[[&ﬂmﬁ]'ﬁj}@ﬂﬂ— - giant bullv Cl;'_ a cosmic killjosy broading iy the hl:l'.w-

ens, walting for an opportusin w spoil evenones

fure. The Bilile weacles char God 3s crulv ineerestesd
in zaod winning over evils and in holiness being she vierar over meral depravin:
in shori, God judges prople because thev are sinnees. The Bible b clear in com-
runicaring thar God dovs not ke ploasure in the judgment of the wicked

(Ezekiz] 3301}, bur che wicked muse be juelged because Ged 1s hoh (Jude 151

GOD AS REDEEMER

Ok one thing can procece people rom God's wrach on the dav of judgaene:
God's merer [n His mverev, God §rus provided an advecare for evers individial—
an advocate so righteous chat He washes away the sin thar should condemn every
petson. God as the Redeemur, In chy persan of Christ, saves people from His wrarh,

The ceneral thume of redenption is

the love of Croel. Jolin 3:16 tells us, “Far

Onlytorelinnglantpolzaicoplch
- {iom @ilg_&ﬂ??mﬂh ol il almyy @ff

judgmentdGodcirercy S

God loved the world in chis way: He

gave His onlv Son. so thar cvervone wha

believes in Him will oor pt.:rl.sh b have

eternal bife.”™ Using John 3:96 ag a rexr
for poreraving God’s love, theologian Flovd Barackman poines oue the following

clharacreristics of this love:

1. God’s love is universal. God loves every nation. mibe, race, class. and
gender equallv. There were no secial picjudices when God offered His
Son. Christ died for che rich and tor the poor, for the free and loe the
enslaved, for the old and for the veung, for the benodful and for che ugh.

2. God’s love is gracigus. God loves sioners even when they hate Elimn and
do not deserve His love, Romans 3:8 clearly oudlines the naoese of God s

love: “But God proves His own love For us in thar while we were still

]_’@wumvn:ws I EOCLS
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sinners Chrise dicd for us!”

*

[How could Ciod lewe the sinner?

This question s answered |1}.'

the Christian docrrine of grace.

Chstianity declares thar God's

love and mercy are so awesome

that He can love the sinner

while hating che sin.
God’s [ove is sacrificial, Cod

did not send His anly Son 1o

earth just o be o gnmi cxumplﬁ:

or simply to be a reacher, bur

to be a perfect and atoning

sacrifice For sin, Christ's subsci-

I:Ltl:'lotml'}' deach was sacrfical

and closely resembles the {4

“lesenmcne conCep of monement.

The imain difference beoveen

FERREEREERE

Old Testasent atonemenr and

I

Christ’s death wes o soerifice Based on the Dld Testament concept of atonement
that 10 the Old Testament it For sits.

the New Testument concepr is

veas temporary, whereas in che

MNew Testament Christ atoned for sing once und For all, Through the death
of Christ. God has reconciled the world o Himseli and affered a way for
His wrath w be appeased {Colossians 1:200—man now must be reconciled
ey Crnd rhmugh faich in Christ (2 Connthians 32200,

God’s love is beneficial, For all chose who reccive Chidsr (el 1:12), for
all those who are bumm from above {John 3:3), lor all those whe beligve
(Jobn 3:16), there await certain cternal benefits given by God. Seripryae
declares char through God’s grace, the belicver will ror be condeaned
[Reormans 3:24) wml will noc be caprive o sin {Reonns &1 150 Further,

the believer ts a new creation {2 Corinchians 3:17) who bus Boen declared
nighteous (2 Cornthians 3:217, redeemod (1 Fewer 1:1585 forzven {Ephesians

7Y and who s che reaipiene of the gt of cternal life {Jobn 3:16),

FRHIAKIRG LIKE A [HR]SIIMJ|E?3|
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COMCIUSION

Chriseian theology is Christ-centered. The God who loved the world so rhat
“He gave His only Son” has allowed for a personal reladonship berween Himself
and fallen man. Theoretical atheistic possibilies beliccle the God who has
revealed Himself propositionally through [lis creation and His word and who has
sacrificed His incarmate and holy Son. If the story is true, chen the world thac lives
in unbelicf should be fearful, for it sits under the judgment of God unil it recog-
nizes and experiences the ever-faithful promise of Jesus: “Listen! I stand at the
door and knock. H anyone hears My voice and opens the door, T will come in o

him and have dinner with him, and he with Me" (Revelation 3:20).

@WMLDNEHS W FOCUS
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Philosophy

REY QRIESTION

Wharc is real, and whar 15 true?

HEY IBEA

The single most important philosophical
truth in the Bible is thar Jesus Christ is che

Logos of God.

EY QUOTE

“The crucial problem is that some thinkers place
their trust in a set of assumptions in their search for
truth, while other thinkers place their trust in a
quite different set of assumprions.”

— MmN o
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SUMMARY

The philosophical guest that mest appeals 1o Christans s dhe attempt o
abey 2 Cocinthians 10:4-3, "% demolish arguments and every high-
minded thing that is raised up against the knowledge of Ged. aking every
thought captive 1o the obedience of Chnse” Philosophy s oot inhereody
non-Christian, Whar makes some philosophy non-Christian is whar the
Bible refers to as “philosophy and empry deceir.” That s, philosophy
“hascd on human tradition, based on the clemental forces of the warld,
and not based on Christ” {Colossians 2:8). The single most imporran
plilasaphical truth in the Bible i that Jesus Chost s the Logos {word,

or mind} of God. Chrisnian philesophy says Chrise the Logos is the cxpla-
nation for the universe and evervihing in it The major charge againsc
Christianity in gcnr.:l“;ﬂ and Chinstian phalosophy in particular, 1= char i

iz unscientiflc. Christians claim that che Chrisdan doctrines of God,
creation, Lopos, desipn, purpose, law, order, and life are consistent with
the findings of science, history, and personal experienee in a way thar the
vain and deceidful philosoplies of diatectical macerialism and philosophical

narralism will never be.

|$ﬂ.|‘l‘.‘ﬂRLDVIE1’-‘5 I# FOCUS
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'
Q ome people sssume thae the Christian worldview cannac possibly have o
philosophiv of s own, since it requires faith in biblical revelation. How can
Christians, who must postalate existence or reabity outside the marerial realm.
ever hape re prove ther beliefs true, reasonable, ratonal. and werdh living and
dving lorf

Unforrunately, some Christians adopt just such an accitude—coneeding thac
their faith is indcfensible. Thev attenipr to avoid the whole problerm by stating
thar whar they bebieve is "bevond reason.” These Christians point 1o Colosstans 2:8,
where Paol writes, "Be carcful that no one takes vou caprive through philosophy
and empry deceit . . .,7 and trom this chey draw the conclusion that God does
not want us o meddle in such a vain and “decvitful” discipline as philosophy.
Howerer, people who point o this verse as a warning against philosephy ofren
omit the rest of the verse, in which Paul describes che kind of philosephy be s
warning against. namely. philosophy “based en human tradition, based on the ele-
mentad forces af the world, and not based on _
v oo B o i e

The Bille does not usk the Chizistian o aban- _. _ @hﬂﬂﬁm{tﬂﬁhﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ mﬁn '
den reason in accepting its cruth, “"Come,' ™ records | .- : m@fﬁ@ ﬁBi]][[m], L

Isaiah, ™ler us discuss dhis,” savs the Lard, "Though

¥OLUL 5105 AL like scarlet. they will be as white as snow'” {Isaiah 1:18}. 1 Perer 3:15
encourages Christiazns to understand and be able to present logical, compelling
reasons [or their bhope in Cheist, Bur is chis possible? 1s Chrisaan faith and, meore
specifically. Christian philosophy defensible?

C.EI. Joad, wha lived most of his life believing that the concepr of God was
unacceptable, finally concluded, "It is becanse . . . the religious view of the universe
suems to me w cover mote of the faces of experience than any ocher that 1 have
been gradually led o embrace ie.”" He concluded bis long personat pilgriemage by
admitting, “1 now believe rhar the balance of reasonable considerations tells heavily
in favor of the religious, even of the Christiao view ol the world.” - This 15 the
same joad who appesred on BBC radio with humanist Bercrang Russel] acacking
Christianity,

Many who reflect honestdy on the deeper things of life—"Where did T come

trom? Why am [ here? Where am [ going?” —discover that Christianity answers
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more questions moty comsletely than any other worldview, Thoss who earnesily
seck rrath will uloimacel tind chemselves face-to-face wich the God of the Bible.
It 3s all well and good 10 debate whether Gad exises, bat tor the aversee person
the debare s a moot pomt. They don' requise reasoned argument because most
people are sware of His existence in their very souls.
“Thou bast formed v for Thyself,  Fven woday the vast majoricy of human heings in
and vor fesirie ave vestless HIF ﬂg}f]. the world believe 1na God (some polls place the

f;‘;g(_;f ceer fir e Hzute as high as 95 percanc}t, Paul found chis ro be

— 51 At stk true in Adhens as well {Acrs 17:23). People wend w

leliove the mesc likelv solution o a problem. Thats
why mosi people bzlieve, "o the begiming God created the heavens and dwe eacelh”
{renesis 1:1) and “evervthing in it (Acts 17:24), Jean Piager, a child psvchologise.
has tound chat a seven vear-old almost instinctivels believes thar evervihing in the
aniverse has a purpose. 1t makes more (commen) sense ta believe Genesis 111
thin o belteve thal a senes of cosmic acerdenes brought alout the orderly, beann-

ful. meaningful cosmes.

FAITH AMD ERISTEMOLOGY

The basic eners of Christian philosophy can be demonstraced to be rational, for
thes are held by avcrage. radenal men and women. Buc surely. Chrisdanioe mus scifl
rut into an epsremaslegical prablem—how dees the Chiistan know withour clashing
witl science and experience? This is the question of cpisiemologs, or how we know
what we s we kow, Inaddition, the Chiristian must often answer the related gues-
o 1 low can the knowledge we gain through faith in biblical revelation compare to
knowledge gatned by a sciencific investganon of the universe?

The answer 15 oot as ditheult as vou migh[ Imagine, When all 15 said and
done, all koowing requires fah, Fath precedes reason on, as W [L Neidharde puts
ir, "Faich correctly viewed is thar #lumination by which true rationalite beging. ™
While some Secular Humanises like o portray science as the primary source [or
knowledee and faith in biblical revelaiion as some blind second-class epistemology
or even superstition, the face remains thar all methods of knowing ultimartely relv
an certain assumpaons. Edward T, Ramsdell wores, " The nararal man 15 no less

cerranly a man of faith chan the spivicual, bue his faith is o the ultimaes of
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soncthing ather chan che Ward |
i
1

ol God. The Spi:'im.d T LS 1Y

less cormainly o man ol reason
than the maroeral. bus his reason.
like that uf evere man. funcricns

witlisn the perspective of his

faith.”

Tha lasic p]'nhlum of phi|-:|s-
U['lhj.' s ot the prul:uh.'lu of faith
veritey teasoll T The crucial prob-

o, savs Warren C, Young, "is

thar some thinkers plage their

trust fnuosel of assuropiions i

therr search for courh, while £

. . e f
ather thinkers place their trust Knaviledge gained thraugh the stienlitic nvestiqetion of dhe universe rests on o spedilic

i a quite diffecene ser of set of assumptions.

axswmpilons. " That s Secular

Hununists {atheists) place thedr teust in certain findings of saience and experience,
weieher of which can be rationally demonstrated o be the source of all rruch.
Christians alse put same faich in scicnce, history, and personal experience, but
thev kimaw such avenues for discovenng truch are not infallible. Christizns kouow
tliat men of science make mistakes and selencibic journals can praceice discrimina-
tiot: agiinst views considered dangerous, Christians knows that history can be
perverted. distorted or rwisted, and that some persenal cxpenienees are ner a good

source of facr or ]cnm\-'lu.:dgt. Crn the other band,

Chirisrians believe that bilslical revelasian 1y rrue and -

that God would not fool or mislead His children. B @Eﬁmﬁ? mﬂh} Em _

Hestamenfistiivelbecavseliisue
fls @ fip desfiel.

Ii should be seressed that Chosoan phtlosophy

docs nar throw out reason or reses for truch.

Chostianiey savs the New Tessament s rroc because
s truths ean be tested, Chostans arent asking the non-believer o believe 1 reve-
lation of old wives tables. bur instead ro consider historical svidences thar reason
irself can emplav. much as an attorney builds @ case using evidences co derevmine

quesaions of fact. Christan spisiemealogy is based on spuecial revelacion which,
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o is based on history, the law of evidesee, aod the seience of achaeology

Lp 5o clus poine we have csrablished oo thinges regm‘ding Christaan philosuph}':

® Maiey hold i 1o be the most ranonal of all warldviews.

@ To requires o wwee taith thaa anve other philosophsy.
[nedeee, ome could argue that it tles 2 great deal more faish o bebieve in the
sponttanegous generation docorine of Secular Humanism and Slacsism or the ran-
damness of all nacure (he thar the aniverse happoned by accident) cthan it duoes o

accepe the Cheistan dacorine of Crearor/Crearion.

RECONCILING SCIENCE AND CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY

Ac the ougser of this chaprer. it oy have appeared that reconeiling super-
nactralism wich scienee would be ditticalt. However, (o liglit of the previous
discussinn Bitle reconaliation, if anv & necessar.,

The wise Christian phalosopher recognizes the scicnatic methad as a limated,
bur valuabte. allv, In addition w leading suppart for the teleological argument

ldiscerning God from the design eviden in

[ - N N L) - - ' '
Clwdsstaniity wes the iodher Creatiant, scicnce also shores up the cosmological

of suoderit scicave. wrgumene (abouc the origin and nacure of che uni-

PRSI MUEATHES oy epsed ed raives seriows LIS TS abrour whether

ar ot atems are material pacticles Cwloch doesn't

Lsde weell for cither narurafism or
taaterialisml, "D science we Pave been
Tead reinforces the idea that science f‘c’r:‘fff:!g f_;'mf]f the notes to a foen;
dacs now chrcaren Christianie. stadng. “h in Chvisstanizy we find
luas obeen been represented char the con- the el flr-"'l'l’f}'r: "
-5, LEds

clusions ab scienee are hostile to the senees

of religion. "Whatever grounds there may

have been tor such a view in tdhe past, it is lasd wo see with what good reason such a
commention could be sustzined mdaz” - Srephen D Scluwars cltes four specific scien-
tic discoveries that support the conclusion thar God exists: the Second Law ol
Thermodvnamics, the wmpessibilioe of spoantancous generadon of lite from non-ife,
aenene informwatdon theore (DNAL and ihe Anthropic Pringiple ithar the cosmos is

“Hine-mned T o accommaodace human Lifel.
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For the Christian, then, seiveee need oot e an enve indeed, seence should
b accepred as a fairly successtul means wo obiin lowledge abour God's design
1 the aniverse. As C25 Towis savs. "o scicocs we have been rending anly che

NS 10 6 PO L C]u‘iﬁ‘-.iau!it}.' we Iind the ot irsetf.”

THE QRIGIN OF SCIENCE

A examinagion of the history ul medern scivoee reaftinms che supernatuealiscs
premise that science s nat lostile to bis positien. Aodern selence was feunded by
men wha viewed the world frem a Christian perspective, Neither che Marsist nor
the hununise worldview, with their correspording beliets thar the wniverse was

lrought about v a series ol e

denrs, coubd serve as a fluwing base !
for modern sciencu. Francis ;

SchacHer writes, "Since ibe world 1.
i been created by o reasonabie !
Caind. fECienTists] were nor sur-
prised o find a correlagion

'
]_1[;[".'.1,'{_‘]1 T!'.Il.:l'l'tﬁi_‘i‘q.'l:_':'\' A% lIZIIIJSC!".'L']'S

and the thing observed—rhar is.
berween subject and abject. . - .

Withour this foundacon, mmd-

II'.I'EI.‘;"I_' ].}I_‘L'['L lfl{)[['l..l-

Chriscianice was "ie meorher

1
i
|
i
ern Wiostern scicnee would net i :
]
i

nf modern science.” ™Norman b

Geisler and [ Kerbr Andersons 0 <anfidence in the unchonging Lav of Graviry mokes space flight possible.
Chagian Sererer includes o chaprer

entithed " The Supernaturat Roots of Modern Scicnce.” Both English philasogher
Allred North Whitchead and American physicist |. Roberr Oppenbeimer defanded

this view. Philosopher and historian of science Stanley L Jaki nores that histerically

the belich in creation and the Creator was the moment of touch for science: " This
beliel tormed the bedrock on which science rose.” " Jaki has pewertully defended

thiy pusition in T Chigia [;._f‘g‘-.,t,m-t, ancd T Sanfer qf'.f's'.:'i:*a'_u.'r:'_
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Re-examine the statemencs by Schacther and [ali tor a momeat. Movice thar
ach claim is grounded on the Lice that science assumed an orderly universe, B
man believed the universe o be disosderly or chzotic. he mever would have boch-
ared with scienwce. which relies on macrer ro behave in cormin meaninghal wans
under cantrolled condicions. O cureh. we alwavs expect an apple o fall down
rather chan up, becausy wo believe ina consistent lav—ine Law of Gravin:
Lewis savs men became scicoohic because thev expeered Law in Narure, and
“they expecred Law jn Mature becanse cher bebieved ina Legislatoe”* In other
wards, the onigin of modern science ngell pronides grounds For the 1eleclagical

argument—the argoment bom design to Designer.

METAPHYSICS: ONTOLOGY/COSMOLOGY

The Chostian view of metaphvsics—of ultimate realio' {onmology and
cnsmolog}']—is ATy af what C. 5. Eewis rermed “mere Ch ri_'-:tiﬂnit_t'." There arc
cerealn things virtwally all Christans believe, and one is that God 15 the supreme
source of all baing and realice. He is the aliimare rezhiey and because He s, we

are, The space-time creatton, savs Carl EH. Henry, depends ou the Creacor-God

“for its aceuality, s meaning ane ity puepose.”™ This creation 15 inte imible
because God is intelligent, and we o understand the creation and Creator
hecause Fie made us in [ lis image with the capacite 1o undersiand Him and His
intellizent order.

For the Christian, matter exists but it is not che wlimace substance. [tis real,
bur it is nor ultimare realiee It is not erernal. Rather, the material universe was
created on purpose cur of the mind of the living Logos (John 1:1-4), and all the

casmos, existing independently of God, relies on

% @JLJ-_@TE_“ %ﬂhﬁﬁlﬁﬂ?f@i Croadd foor 31 ‘r'tfr}." {:.xisr-;‘nc:: :tnd_ E.‘.’p_iﬂnﬂl'iﬂ n In or]T.rer
lj‘ll.G ‘f'fﬂl{ﬂ '1‘1'} 'ﬂ[ﬁi@ul’ i I'LEU!IG words. the Christian explanation for the world of
i ﬂﬁﬂ]ﬂﬁ&ﬁijmamfiﬂﬁ il ﬂ I macter or nature 13 that the supemmatunl created the

natural. And since the supernatusal God of the

Bikle is a ravanal, purposeful, powerful Ged. the

created universe iselb contains such qualicies. I is
ne accident thar ar every level of the cosmos—sub-ntmmic, atomic, arganic, inor-

ganic, sub-human, human, earch, moou. sun, stars. valavies—all thines manifes

{@;WDH[B"IIE'#E I FOCUS
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anazing ordar wnd ravionalioe dhae co be ress bl eaplained ainly s the wesal
at' o deliberare. creative wcr of Guod,

Christianic considers encively rmtonal the norian that the arderly sosmos s
the result of o seris of avoidenes, chanee. or sandon: h;lp[‘lcnings. Sueh |>i1.‘>i[1'|:11'| is
tancamount w having o beidge. an altplane. an autenobie, or @ skyscraper, withour
an archirect, plan. or vseineer, [t daese happen chatway o te real world, only

in the mnds of those who lack Sihoin che SL!E,'IL‘I'lTI:IIIII'.l] and (o the Bible

The cacl verses of John |1 i
contain the Clristians mets- i
ph_vsics i 2 ausleell “lnclee

bewinning [of the cosmaes] wax

the Word [Logos, mind. reuson.
thought, wisdom, intelligence.
1dea, law, wrdes, purpose. dusian].
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was Gad. He was

with o inoche l:n:gi thﬁng. All

things were ercated chrough

. - . oo e

Hir: and apart fom Ham not To believe ihat the universe hos mo designer is os irrational us hinking thal a bridge
one thing was created clhur Lus comes alrout by ckonce,
been croated. In Hiwn was life,
and thar Life was the light of men” {oho 1140
The flow of this passage seis forth the parameters of Chiristian philosophy:
mind before matzer. Gad belnee man. plan and dusign betore creadon, lite from
life. and enlightenment from the Lighe. The ordedy universe was conceived in the
orderly and rational mind of Gad hefore it was cranred. Wichour ihe Logos ther
would be no cosmos, From the Chiristian perspecrive it is no surprise o sco
philosophers and scientiscs refer to the universe as o manifestation of marhematical
vy, order, design, Teauty erc, This 15 the way 7 was creired “in the haganing.”
Young savs, "Christian realists are contingeat duabises bue not eternal dualises.
T hes held thae there are two kinds ol subsiance: Spicit for Godi and maccer
whicl was created by God e adhife as Augostine suggested. Maner is nac spree,
nor 35 it redugitle ro spirit but ics existence is abwavs dependent upon God Who

cteared it our of nothing, ™ Young chooses o wse e wem "Chrisnan realism”
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CHAPTER 2

ta represant the Christian philosopbie Linan offore to siress the existence of some-
thing other than the material, we employ the term “supernutucalism.” Regardbess
of the name, true Christdan phitosophy requires 0 metaphvsics consisient with

biblical Lcaching.

MIND-BODY PROBLEM AND THE MENTAL PROOF

The supernaruralist believes thar the mind, or consciousness, exisrs as a sepa-
rate cnacy from the purely physical. The Christize believes thar his mind is a
reflection of the Universal Mind thac created the universe exv widrifo, und he sees
the mind as an additional proof for the cxistence of the supernararal. Most men

perceive their thinki ng pracess as something different from che marerial world.

Young savs, “van is so made thar his R

- - C e e e A B
spieit may operate upon aod influence ST F R T Y Y T R TR T LT E

his body, and his body Is so made thae it
may cperate upan his mind or spiric.”" B

This distincrion between brain and

mind implies a distinerion about the

whole order of chings: marter exists, and something other than mateer exists. As

James Buswell commencs, “We find in the creared universe an important
ditlerence berween beings which think,

- 1 1s | beings which are spatiatly exrended,
WM Is 50 made that bis spirit 0 ; al bei
s is 3G € Ihak 1715 3pi or spiricual beings and marenal bengs. .
may operare wpon aid fiuflu-
ence his body, and his body is
5o made thar it may eperate
supon bis niad ov spirit.”

.. In dhic body and mind of man we see
integrated interaction benween the spiri-
rual chinking beng, and the marerial
exrended being™"”

- WEARREN O VOUST L. . . .
- Many Christian thinkers believe this

distinction beeween the brain and the
mind is inwitively obvious, and this is the beginning of the menal proef for the
existence of a Higher Mind that created our minds, Other Christian chinkers
begin wich the untenabitic: of the materialist position that the mind is onbv a
material pheoomenon and draw the conclusion thar since the materialist explanarion

ts irrarional, the supernatural explanarion must be the accepable position. Again,
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science zids the Christan }1-]1ilosf}|:.u|‘|:_'.r s undermining the muatecialist worldeisw,
Wiites Buswell, " The mind s not the brain, The brain tack’ ps:-.'choh_‘lg}' ks feiled.
CIris a known fact that i cereain pares of the brain are destroved. arl the funciions
corresponding ro those parts impaired, the funcrions may be caken wp by other
paits of the brain. There 1s oo exect n:_'nri'-fspondcm:-; berween nund and brain.”

Sir Johno Fecles has mude a volumineus contrn-

burion to this discussion tn recent vears, His three

T ouilifel apmsion
/ it il

wiorks, T SE’J!FH.".?(?'I fri Beada (with Karl Popperl.

The Heiaai Myseery and Fhe Humman f’;_]t'f,'{' are

constdered clessics in the fleld. Eccles mainains that
having a mind means ane 1s conscious. and rhul consciousness is o mental event,
not a marerial evenc, Fle further contends thar dhere ar: mwo distinet orders—the
brain 1s in the marerial world and the mind is in the "world of subjective
expericnce.”

lewis euts o the hearr of the nacerialist and nacorabist dilemma when he

writes, “The Naturalists have been engaged in thinking abour Nature, They have

noe atrended o the fact thar they were - s
thinking. The mement one anends o e —

this it is obvious that one’s own think- < : - T
ing cannet be merely a nawral event, | S e A Y
and that theretore something other 1
than Narure exists. The Supernacaral is Voo T 1
oot remote wod absirise: 015 a marrer '\‘_ o E ST T
of dail and houtly experience, as inti- \

A= . --

enate as breathing.

. Elron Truehtood believes thar ' x‘""""/\\ J/

supcrnamm“xln 15 unavoidable: T low

can nzxture include mind as an in rcgrnl

part unless it is grounded in mind? If “There is no exnd correspondeace betxesn miad and beoin."—Jomes Dliver

mind were secn as something alien or Buseell, b

accidental. the case would be different.

but the further we go in modern science the clearer it becomes thar meneal wxpec-
ence is no strange offshoor, Rarber ie iy sumething which is deeply roored in the

enriee stracture.” " Implied, then, is the existence of a God ther could crearz an

THIHEIHG LIKE & CHRISTIARIEE
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ﬂh}fﬁi’f’éﬁj sty st ©
o O E e TSisten i
i (e Bk Mireglom,

enTire strucrre wth nnnd as an in rugru| pare. Unee an imdividual grants the exis-
eace of wn ordedy mingd separate rom the phvsical universe, belief in the
Ulcimare fdind becomes the onlv ratdonal opzion.

Christians must remember, bowever, that God is much more than an
“Ulinene 8lind.” The eental prood nae help o estabilish the extsience of God. bur
the God of rationu “proets” alone 15 unwerthy of worship—onky the Chrstian God,

in all His power and helisess, clicies awe and lave in their proper propottion.

CONCLUSION

Supernacuralism is mere than a philosophy in the narrow sense, Chiristian
philosephy represents & worldview thar is consistent with the Bible chroughour.
e the eod, cvervane must choose between o nmatecalist/naroralisc werldview and a

and the chowe will cre-

o - supernacuralist worldview
ATy TCpercussions for every aspect of the individualy

life. Chriseran philosophy cmbraces the meaningful.

purposeful life, u lile in which each of us shapes his

or her beliefs according 1o a coherent, reasonable,
cruchful warldviewe A persen who holds such a worldview will not be 1ossed o

and fra by every secularist doctrine. [Dr. Young savs:

In the same way it can be said that the Christian philosopher
and theologian must be acguainted with the contending world-
views of his age. Philosophy, afier all, is a way of life, and the
Christian believes that he has the truc way—the true panern
for living. It is the task of the Christian leader to understand
the ideologies of his duy so that he may be able to meet their
challenge. The task is a never-cnding one, for, although the
Chsistian’s worldview does not change, the world about him
does. Thus the task of showing the relevance of the Christian
realistic philesophy to a world in process is one which requires
eternal vigilance. To such a task, to such an ideal, the Christian
leader must dedicate himseHi.”
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