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This beautifully illustrated book invites children to remember 

that Jesus helps us when we are tempted. Gus Raccoon who 

loves all things sweet learns what happens when he wants 

something too much. After Gus gets caught taking candy from 

the store, Papa reminds him that temptation might be strong 

for us, but it’s not too strong for Jesus. Gus learns that Jesus 

is his present help. Also included is a section called “Helping 

Your Child with the ‘I Wantsies’” that applies biblical truth to 

this struggle and a tear-out page of “Back Pocket Bible Verses” 

that will give children a practical way to remember God’s 

words when they want something too much.

David Powlison, MDiv, PhD, is Executive Director of CCEF and a counselor with 
over thirty years of experience. He has written many books and minibooks, including 
Speaking Truth in Love; Seeing with New Eyes; Power Encounters; The Biblical Counseling 
Movement; Good and Angry; Making All Things New; and God’s Grace in Your Suffering. 
David is also the editor of The Journal of Biblical Counseling. He lives outside 
Philadelphia with his wife Nan.

Joe Hox was raised on a farm in southern Iowa where he doodled whenever he 
wasn’t spading thistles or feeding pigs. Everyone knew by his crooked hay rows 
that he would choose art over farming. Joe earned his BA in Art and Education 
from Dordt College, and his MA from the University of Nebraska. Today he 
lives with his wife and four children in Pella, Iowa, where he illustrates and 
teaches art. 

The Christian Counseling & 
Educational Foundation (CCEF) 
has been at the forefront of the biblical counseling 
movement for more than fifty years with the mission 
to restore Christ to counseling and counseling to the 
church. CCEF teaches people how to explore the wisdom 
and depth of the Bible and apply God’s grace-centered 
message to the problems of daily living.

Gus Loses His Grip is part of the Good News for Little 
Hearts series, bringing gospel help and biblical counsel 
to families. Based on CCEF’s model of help and hope, 
each story focuses on an animal family’s real-life issues, 
encouraging young readers toward a growing relationship 
with Jesus in the midst of challenging circumstances. 
Each individual story guides parents toward meaningful 
conversations with their kids, based on what Scripture 
has to say about living by faith in everyday life.

By connecting the Bible to issues every child faces 
through vivid illustrations and a story based on a different 
animal family, even the youngest child will be engaged. 
Each story offers practical ways to follow Jesus in difficult 
situations. Instead of a moralistic message, young readers 
are encouraged to develop a real relationship with the 
God who cares for them. 

Gus Loses His Grip, along with all of the Good News for 
Little Hearts books, will become a lifelong gift for parents 
and children, as well as teachers, biblical counselors, and 
anyone hoping to provide concrete, grace-based help for 
young children.
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Story creation by Jocelyn Flenders, a homeschooling 
mother, writer, and editor living in suburban Philadelphia. 
A graduate of Lancaster Bible College with a background 
in intercultural studies and counseling, the Good News for 
Little Hearts series is her first published work for children.
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“Taste and see that  
the Lord is good.

   Oh, the joys of those 
who take refuge in him!”

Psalm 34:8



One evening, as they ventured across 
the pond for a bite to eat, Gus hopped 
on a log and dashed to the other side.  
He wanted to be the first to get to  
the strawberry patch on the other  
side of the pond. 

In the hollow of the Great Maple lived  
Papa, Mama, Gus, and Gwen Raccoon.

Mulberry Meadow was  
lined with towering trees.



As he quickly filled his paws with strawberries, Mama joked,  
“Gus, be sure to save some for the rest of us!”

Gus loved berries: strawberries, raspberries, blackberries—any berries!  
He also loved sugar snap peas and sweets from the candy shop. 

Gus loved sweets.  
He loved everything sweet!



Gwen exclaimed, “These strawberries are great. And tomorrow is Easter.  
We’ll get lots of goodies!” Gus paused to picture his basket filled with luscious sweets.  

He loved Easter!



Later that evening, Gus climbed into bed and  
peeked under his pillow—where he kept his  
secret stash of sweets.  

He knew the rules—no candy in his bedroom!  
But Gus needed sweets, especially before bed.

He reached under his pillow.  
Now where could they be? 

He searched inside the pillowcase.  
He threw back the covers and searched some more.

He paced the floor.  
 

Where did his candy go?! 



And then he remembered—he ate it all last night.  
Every last  piece . 

He simply couldn’t stop. And now he had nothing.  
I’ll never fall asleep, he thought. He collapsed on the bed and  

stared at the ceiling. Finally he did fall asleep.


