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Introbuction

Everyone loves a story. You clutch the book tighter, and your eyes speed across the page
as the plot thickens. The villain is creeping closer, and with danger all around him, there
seems to be no escape for the hapless hero. There’s nothing you can do to stop the inevitable
peril awaiting him, but you read on and on, knowing something good must happen. You, of
course, took a peek at the last page of the book, so you know how the book ends and that the
hero escapes from the clutches of the evil villain.

What could be better than delving deep into an exciting adventure story? Here’s what’s
better: being part of an exciting adventure story and knowing that what you do makes a
difference in the outcome.

God tells us His story in the Bible. The Bible isn't just a history book detailing everything
that has happened since the world began, or an almanac listing all the facts about everything,
or a theology book explaining in a systematic way who God is and what He has done. In part,
the Bible is all those things—historical events, important facts, and theological ideas—but it’s
much, much more. The Bible is a very personal story that God has written to the people He
loves in a very intimate way.

'Though God has always existed, the story He shares

with us begins with His creation of the world and BiBle BasiCs
everything in it. God’s story took a sad turn when His What Is the Covenant?

beautiful world became spoiled by sin. But God wasn't The covenant is God's solermn

: : . promise to His people, saying, “I
sovereign and nothing happens by accident. will be your God and you will be

surprised; He had planned that part of the story, too. He’s

My people.” With this promise
God commits to dwell with,

brine His sinful le back to Him. A FIL protect, and show love and
ring Ilis sintul people back to lim. As part of His mercy to His people.

covenant, God promised to dwell with, protect, and show \_ )
mercy to those He loved. And God was faithful to His

promise, generation after generation. Sadly, His wayward people were not so faithful.

'The holy God is a covenant keeper. His entire story
wraps around His promise to send a Savior who would

'The holy God is the King over all the earth.? Even when His people had a human king to
rule them, God made it clear that He was the Great King, the only One deserving of worship
and complete devotion. Good kings ruled, doing so under the authority of the Almighty God.

1. See Exodus 6:7.
2. See Isaiah 37:16.

Introduction 7



Bad kings ruled, doing just as they pleased. They led the people away from God. All this was
in preparation for God Himself to come as King in the person of Jesus Christ, the Messiah.

Jesus Christ was different from all other kings. He didn’t wear a kingly robe or sit on a throne
or command a mighty army. This king looked like an ordinary man,and His followers were a
bunch of ragtag fishermen, farmers, and tax collectors. He healed people, chased away demons,
and obeyed God perfectly. This perfect King then died a horrible death so that the people He

loved wouldn't have to die for their sin. He took away their guilt and gave them His righteousness.

Just before He went back to heaven, He said these words to His disciples: “As the Father
has sent Me, so I send you into the world. Tell people about Me, make disciples for Me, and
finish the work that I started on this earth.”™

'The story that began in Genesis and was fulfilled through Jesus’life as recorded in the
Gospels continued in the book of Acts through the work of the apostles and those who came
to believe in Jesus through them.

It is through the covenant and Jesus’ Great Commission that you, too, become part of
God’s story. God’s story is a living, continuing story. When you believe in Jesus, God weaves
your story into the greater story of the gospel. You and I are related to Father Abraham and
are blessed because of God’s covenant promises to bless the world through him. You and
I are in the line of the apostles. The apostles told people about Jesus, who told people who
told people who told people, and many centuries later you were also told about Jesus. The
adventures of Peter and Paul are like the adventures of people today who take the gospel to
their neighbors nearby and to strangers at the ends of the earth.

And what happens when you and I and people in the farthest parts of the earth believe in
Jesus Christ? Amazingly, we all become children of God.* All around the globe we have spiritual
brothers and sisters of all races and nationalities, and together we form the family of God.

It’s not always easy being a child of God. Some people will dislike us simply because we love
Jesus, but as we experience difficult things because of our faith, we are sharing in the suffering
that Jesus suffered for us. The Bible says that all God’s children are heirs of His glorious

kingdom, and as we suffer because of the name of Jesus, we will someday share in Christ’s glory.®

God’s written story ended with the last page of Revelation, but God has a continuing
story. He’s putting together a family and is building a kingdom, and you and I are part of that
family and that kingdom. The gospel adventure lives on today through you and me.

3. See John 20:21 and Matthew 28:19-20.

4. See John 1:12-13.
5. See Romans 8:17; Galatians 4:7.
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APologetiCs anb the Truth petectives

Questions, questions, questions. Have you ever had questions about God or the Bible? Have
you ever wondered if God exists or if what the Bible says is true? If so, be assured you're not the
only one to have such questions. Through the ages, biblical scholars, church leaders, ordinary
people, and even atheists have asked questions and sought answers about God and the Bible.

Faith is a strange thing. By faith you believe that God exists and that He created every-
thing in heaven and on earth. By faith you believe that the Bible is true and that Jesus Christ
is both God and man. By faith you believe that Jesus died for your sins and that by believing

in Him, you can have your sins forgiven.

What makes faith so strange is that you believe
these things even though you've never seen them with @ Greek SPeaks

1 TR s
your own eyes.! You weren't alive when God created the Apologetics

heavens and the earth, and you didn't live in ancient ) o
The word “apologetics” comes

from the Greek word apologia,

which means “defense.” Chris-

tian apologetics is the practice of

gathering information in a logical,
No one can prove that God is real or that He created | reasonable way to defend Chris-

the world. On the other hand, no one can prove that He’s \tian beliefs. )

Palestine when Jesus walked upon the earth, healing
people and teaching about the kingdom of God. How
can you believe these things to be true if you weren't
there to see them?

not real. What a person believes about the existence of

God and who God is, he or she believes by faith.
How Do You Have Faith?

Without God’s help, no one can have faith in Him. Human hearts are stubborn and don’t
want to believe in God. Faith in God starts when the Holy Spirit takes a hard, unbelieving heart
and makes it soft and able to believe in Him. The Holy Spirit changes sinful hearts and opens
blind spiritual eyes so that a person can believe the truth about God as it is explained in the
Bible. With the help of the Holy Spirit, you and I can have faith in things we haven't seen. God
gives His people the gift of faith.?

With new spiritual eyes, you are able to live by faith. Yet walking by faith isn't easy, and
sometimes you might have doubts or questions. Asking questions isn't wrong. In fact, it’s
helpful to ask questions because asking good questions and working hard to find the answers
makes your faith stronger.

1. See John 20:29; 2 Corinthians 5:7; 1 Peter 1:8.
2. See Ephesians 2:8-9.

Apologetics and the Truth Detectives 9



How Do You Find the Answers to Your Questions?

One way to find answers to your spiritual questions is to employ Christian apologetics.
Christian apologetics is the practice of gathering information in a logical, reasonable way to
defend Christian beliefs. A person who defends the Christian faith to critics and unbeliev-
ers who do not believe the Bible is called an apologist. Did you know that every believer is
an apologist? While there are some learned scholars who spend a lot of time making logical
arguments about Christianity and defending the Bible, everyone who believes in Jesus should
understand what he or she believes and should be able to defend his or her beliefs.

One thing that you need to understand is that even when you pursue answers using
apologetics, not all questions, particularly some “why” questions, can be answered. Questions
about things like why God seems so far away and why bad things happen when we’re trying
to do what’s right aren’t easy to answer. Sometimes you have to shrug your shoulders and say,
“God is bigger and wiser than I am. He has all the answers, but He hasn’t given e the answer
to that question.” God’s thoughts and ways are higher than man’s ways, and when He doesn’t
give an answer to a question, all His children still must believe that He is good and that He
knows what He is doing.®

(FGC{',S aBout ApologetiCs ) tions. However, instead of answering Job’s questions,

1. Every believer should know how | God asked questions of Job. God asked these ques-

Do you remember Job? He had many “why” ques-

to defend his faith.? tions to show Job how big, great, and powerful He

2. Knowing how to defend your faith | is.” When God stopped asking questions, Job humbly
takes time, diligence, and study.* | said, “Surely I spoke of things I did not understand,

3. When defending your faith, you things too wonderful for me to know.”
should remember that the Holy
Spirit will give you the right words
to speak when you need them.*

4. Developing good apologetics will
help you strengthen your faith,
resist temptation, and tell others

\ about Jesus.

Even though no one can answer all the “why” ques-
tions, the Bible gives you all the information you need
to know about who God is, what He expects of you, and
what it means to trust in Him.” It is possible, through
clear thinking and good research, to build logical argu-
ments that show that the Bible is true, that there are
no contradictions in the Bible, and that an intelligent,

reasonable person can accept the Bible as truth.

So, we've established that asking questions is good, but how do you ask good questions?

3. See 1 Peter 3:15. 7. See Job 38—42.
4. See 2 Timothy 3:14-16. 8.Job 42:3.
5. See Matthew 10:19-20. 9. See 2 Peter 1:3-4.

6. See Isaiah 55:9-11; Romans 11:33-36.
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Step 1:

Ask good questions with the right attitude. When you ask questions, have a humble atti-
tude that says, “I'm confused. I don’t understand. Help me, Lord Jesus, to know what is right
and true.” When you ask God to show you more about who He is, be sure that you ask in
a respectful, reverent way, never forgetting that God is so much bigger and wiser than you
are. Ask questions with a heart of faith. Be like the man who asked Jesus to heal his demon-
possessed son and said, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief.”*® Ask the Holy Spirit
to give you more faith and teach you what is true.!! Never forget that the purpose for asking
questions is to come to know the Almighty God better, not to satisfy your curiosity.

Step 2:

Use good research methods. Good research begins by using the Bible to prove that the Bible
is true. Does that seem strange? The Bible was written over a period of 1,600 years by 40 dif-
ferent authors. The fact that one part of the Bible agrees with another part of the Bible makes
what the Bible says believable. For example, Jesus quoted the prophets,'> Moses," and the
psalmists.* The Gospel writers and the writers of the epistles quoted verses from the Old Tes-
tament as well."” The New Testament cites numerous examples of how an event in Jesus’ life
was a fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.’® In fact, Jesus fulfilled more than 100 prophe-
cies, and the odds of this happening is almost beyond a person’s ability to calculate.

If there appears to be a contradiction in the Bible, it’s important to look for a way to
understand the “contradictory verses” in the context of the entire Bible. God never contradicts
Himself, and He never changes His mind. That means that after comparing one passage to
another, ideas that appear to contradict each other should somehow fit together, and what
seemed to be a contradiction will make logical sense.

One more important thing: Knowing the meaning of the original Greek or Hebrew
words can clear up some misunderstandings. Once you know the meaning of the Greek or
Hebrew words from which our English translation comes, some verses make more sense, and
seeming contradictions disappear. While not too many people understand Greek and Hebrew
and can read the Bible in its original languages, there are commentaries and reference books
that can help you understand what the original Greek and Hebrew words mean.

Keep in mind that sometimes no matter how hard you try, you can't figure out what the
Bible is really saying. Biblical scholars who spend their lives trying to understand the Bible

10. See Mark 9:14-27. 15. See Matthew 8:17; Mark 1:2-3; Luke 4:18-19;
11. See John 16:13. Romans 14:11; 2 Corinthians 6:16-18; James 2:8;

12. See Matthew 10:35; 12:7, 17-21. 1 Peter 2:10-12.
13. See Matthew 13:13; 22:37-39, 16. See Matthew 2:6; 4:15-16; Mark 7:6-7; Luke 3:4-6;

John 12:14-15.
14. See Matthew 22:43-44.

Apologetics and the Truth Detectives 1



don’t have all the answers and learned, godly men and women don’t always agree on what
certain Bible passages mean.

So what are you to do? There are three important things to remember: 1) All scripture
is God-breathed (which means it is inspired by God) and is useful for teaching and correct-
ing you as you live each day for the Lord. Even if you can’t understand a certain passage, you
can be sure that it is God’s Word."” 2) God is bigger and wiser than you and I are. You will
never totally understand everything about God and scripture. You must accept that not all
your questions will be resolved, and your understanding of God will always be incomplete.'®
3) There are secret things and mysteries that God has not revealed to us. These things belong
to God alone. But, in the Bible, God has made clear everything necessary for you to come to
faith in Jesus and to live for Jesus by His grace each day.”

Doing good research also means using good resources. Resources may include books writ-
ten by people who have asked the same questions that you have asked. After serious thought
and research, these people have found the answers to their questions and have written down
what they learned in books that you can read for yourself. Other resources could include a
wise person such as a parent, a pastor, a grandparent, or a youth leader who can help you find
the answers to your questions.

As part of your research, you could study archaeological discoveries and historical evi-
dence that proves that the events and the people mentioned in the Bible were real.

Step 3:

Be prepared to think hard. Good apologetics requires time, diligence, and serious thought.
Some answers won't be found until you have read the Bible or commentaries that explain what the
verses mean, thought about what you learned, and prayed about the question. A good apologist
can't be lazy or have a sloppy mind. Clear, logical thinking is essential. You must give nothing but
the best of your mind to the Lord when you are seeking His answers to your questions.

Step 4:

Remember to thank the Lord for the answers He gives you. No one can understand spiritual
truths without God’s help. When your beliefs are confirmed by evidence inside and outside of
the Bible, praise Him for the wisdom you received from Him.

Keep these four steps in mind and you will be a good apologist and a wise person.

17. See 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:21.
18. See Isaiah 55:8-11.
19. See Deuteronomy 29:29.

12 Apologetics and the Truth Detectives



Chloe and Oliver: The Truth Detectives

Let me introduce to you two young people who, like you, have had many good, but hard,
questions. Chloe and Oliver, eleven-year-old twins, are believers in Jesus Christ, and along
with their grandfather, called Grampy, they have been reading the book of Acts. They were
amazed by the events of Pentecost and by the courage of the apostles to stand up for what
they believed, even when it meant imprisonment and even death. But as they followed the
adventures of Peter and Paul, they had serious questions. Is the Bible really true? Why is Jesus
the only way for salvation?

Wearing their Truth Detectives caps, Chloe and Oliver dig deep into scripture and re-
search history and archaeology to find the answers to their questions. Wise Grampy is always
nearby, ready to give them information they might have missed and to help them organize
their thoughts in a logical way. At the end of each unit of God's Great Covenant, New Testa-
ment 2, you can read one of their dialogues (conversations), which shows how they went from
asking a question to discovering the answer.

Apologetics and the Truth Detectives 13
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The GosPel Abventure . . . The Mission

THEME: Our mission is to proclaim God’s gospel to the world.
UNIT KEY VERSE:

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the

earth.” (Acts 1:8)

We'’re going on an adventure together that begins on the cobbled streets of Jerusalem in
the shadows of the great temple walls and moves up and down the Roman highways all the
way to the imperial city of Rome. This adventure has a purpose, a mission so to speak, and all
the men and women we will learn about had a strong determination to accomplish this mis-
sion despite many difficulties and obstacles along their way. So, what is a mission? A mission
is a task that a person or group of people are charged to accomplish.

What does an adventurer need for his mission? To complete his mission, an adventurer
needs a good map and an experienced guide. He must wear the proper clothes and have ad-
equate protection from the dangers along the way. He must have the skills and knowledge to
survive in a perilous and often unpredictable environment. Along the way the adventurer may
encounter enemies who try to prevent him from accomplishing his task, so the journey re-
quires endurance and perseverance until the adventurer reaches the final destination.

Our study of Acts will be a gospel adventure as we follow the story of Jesus’ continuing
ministry through His apostles. Before He ascended to heaven, Jesus gave His disciples a mis-
sion, saying, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” Then, before the eyes of the disciples, Jesus rose up from the Mount of Ol-
ives into the sky. A cloud hid Jesus from their sight, and He was gone!? Jesus entrusted these
faithful believers with the mission of spreading the gospel to the whole world.

Before we begin the story of the gospel’s journey, we will examine the people involved in
the story of Acts and the world which God had especially prepared to receive the message.
'Three men played key roles in this completion of God’s story begun in Genesis. Luke, the
doctor and historian, wrote the book of Acts. Peter, the impulsive fisherman turned bold apos-

1. Acts 1:8.
2. See Acts 1:9.
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tle, preached faithfully in Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria despite opposition and imprisonment.
Paul, Pharisee and murderer transformed into passionate missionary, took the gospel into
Gentile territory, suffering ridicule, misunderstanding, and persecution everywhere he went.
‘Though the enemies of the gospel were strong and persistent, nothing stopped the spread of
the message for very long.

God had prepared the first-century world for the gospel. There was no shortage of gods
to worship. People had a choice of Roman, Greek, or even Egyptian gods, and if those weren’t
sufficient, one could always worship the Caesar himself. But some people were looking for
something more—a personal God who also was strong and mighty.

'The political world of the Roman Empire made it possible to travel great distances and,
generally speaking, a traveler arrived at his destination safely. Good roads linked the small
kingdoms and provinces to each other, and since most
people spoke Greek, understanding each other wasn't

difficult.

In unit I of God’s Great Covenant, New
Testament 2 we will see that it wasn’t an acci-

dent that the history and geography of the first
century made it the perfect time and place for

the spread of the gospel. We will see how God’s
story of redemption went from being primarily
the story of God’s covenant love for the Jewish
people to being the message of hope for the whole
world. We will also see how the covenant promises
given to Abraham by the covenant-keeping God stretched
to include the nations of the world.

Unit |: The Gospel Adventure... The Mission 15
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unit | Memory verse Passage
Romans 10:9-15

'That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth
that you confess and are saved.

As the scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”

For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and
richly blesses all who call on him,

for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them?

And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good news!”

Unit I: The Gospel Adventure ... The Mission
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ChaPter 1
The Book of ACts

anb kS Author

WHO IS GOP? 'The God who communicates His gospel

LESSON THEME: God used Luke to write an orderly account of Jesus’ continuing
ministry through the apostles.

MEMORY PASSAGE: Acts 1:8
KEY FACTS:

The Book of Acts: The Bridge

Gospels Epistles
tell the story explain and apply
of Jesus. the story of Jesus.

Story of what Jesus continued to do and teach through the Holy Spirit

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF ACTS

'The gospel adventure . . . in Jerusalem Acts 1-7
'The gospel adventure . . . in Judea and all Samaria Acts 8-12
'The gospel adventure . . . to the ends of the earth Acts 13-20

'The gospel adventure . . . back to Jerusalem and on to Rome  Acts 21-28

THE OLP TESTAMENT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT REVEALED:

“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” (Genesis 3:15)

In the Garden of Eden, where sin began, the Lorp God promised a Savior. In the
Gospels, the Lorp God fulfilled His promise—Jesus Christ died on the cross for His
people’s sin. In Acts the Lorp God, through the apostles and the new believers, took the
good news of a Savior into the world.

Chapter 1: The Book of Acts and Its Author 17
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The Book of ACts anb Ks Author

Did you ever play the “what if” game? What if it snows tomorrow and there’s no school?

“Great,” you say, “I won't have to take my history test.” What if the snow is two feet deep, and

everyone is snowbound for days? “Oh no,” you exclaim, “my birthday party will be cancelled

'77

Of course, there are bigger “what if” questions than these. What if your mother and father

hadn’t married each other? What if you were an only child instead of being part of a big, noisy

family? There are many “what if” questions, but one thing is certain: God is in control of the

world and nothing happens by accident.

Greek Speaks

The Greek word gVovyeiiov
(euangelion) means “good
news.” The word “gospel”
comes from the Greek word
euangelion and means “good
message.” The New Testament
writers used the word “gospel”
to mean “the good news of
Jesus’ salvation.” Jesus’ good
news is that He died to take the
punishment for your sin. By
God'’s grace you can be forgiven
of your sin, and by that same
grace you can live each day in a

Qvay that pleases Jesus.' )

Here’s a “what if ” question: What if Luke hadn’t
written the book of Acts? Without Acts we'd have many
unanswered questions. We'd wonder what happened
to the eleven disciples after Jesus went back to heaven.
We'd scratch our heads and ask, “How could a few
Jewish believers in Jerusalem take the gospel to Gentiles
throughout Asia Minor, Greece, and all the way to Rome?”

'The book of Acts is a bridge that connects the gospel
story in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John to the letters, or
epistles, written by Paul and the other apostles. Without
Acts the gospel story would stop abruptly at Jesus’
resurrection. Without Acts we would have the wisdom
of the epistles but know little about the men who wrote
them and the people who received them.

At the beginning of Acts, Luke wrote to the “most
excellent” Theophilus, saying: “In my former book [the
Gospel of Luke], Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus
began to do and to teach until the day he was taken up to

heaven.” In other words, Luke tells the story of Jesus’ three years of ministry on earth in his
Gospel, and then in Acts, Luke tells the story of all Jesus continued to do and teach through

His faithful believers.

During His lifetime, Jesus preached the gospel throughout Palestine with these words:
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.™
In Acts the apostles and new disciples preached the gospel everywhere they went. Jews and

Gentiles, slaves and kings, men and women—the apostles and disciples spoke to all who

1. See Ephesians 2:1-10.
2. Acts 1:1-2.
3. Mark 1:15 (NKJV).
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would listen. As the gospel message went forth, the gospel messengers had many
adventures: shipwrecks, miraculous escapes from prison, encounters with sorcerers—
all this and more happened and is written about in the book of Acts.

Jesus Christ, the God-Man, fulfilled all the Old Testament prophecies. Then, by
His death and resurrection, He purchased salvation for all God’s people and ushered
in the new covenant. Acts further explains the new covenant and completes God’s
covenant story, which began in Genesis 3:15.

Before we begin the story of Acts, we must answer some important questions. In
this chapter we’ll answer two questions: 1) Who was Luke? and 2) Why did he write
the book of Acts to Theophilus?

Who Was Luke?

Most authorities, both ancient and present, agree that Luke wrote the book
of Acts. Luke, the only Gentile writer of the New Testament, wrote more than 25
percent of the New Testament. Not only did he write more pages than any other
writer, but he is the only writer who begins with Jesus’birth in his Gospel and
continues the story all the way to Paul’s imprisonment in Rome as recorded in Acts
28. So who was Luke and by what authority did he write these two books?

Luke, a Greek, was born in Antioch in Syria about the same time as Jesus and
Paul. His name, “Luke,” is a shorter form of the Latin name “Lucius.” He was a
highly educated man, well-schooled in both the Greek language and culture and the
Hebrew scriptures. He had a large vocabulary, using Greek words no other biblical
writer used. Luke was also an elegant writer, writing in classical Greek, while being
able to switch when necessary to a simpler style of writing. He received a medical
education, possibly at the University of Tarsus.

Luke was a historian. His Gospel is an orderly account of Jesus’ life, with all the
events in chronological order. He interviewed eyewitnesses to be certain of his facts,
and he personally investigated the events. It’s safe to assume that Luke wrote Acts
with the same historical carefulness with which he wrote his Gospel.

Luke must have been a great traveler. Whether it was sailing
on the sea as he did with Paul in Acts 27 or trekking through Asia X

Minor and Macedonia on Paul’s missionary journeys, he

knew the geography of the Roman world well.
Luke cared deeply about people. He had a

pastor’s heart and wanted people to know Jesus.
As a doctor, he had compassion on the sick and
p

handicapped. In his Gospel, Luke wrote about the

Chapter 1: The Book of Acts and Its Author
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healings Jesus performed, and in Acts he wrote about those that Peter and Paul performed. In
a culture in which women were unimportant, Luke included their stories in his books, writing
more about women than any other New Testament writer. In Acts we read about Dorcas,
Lydia, and Priscilla.* Even the slave girl in Philippi had an important place in his writing.’

No one knows when Luke became a believer in Jesus, but possibly he believed after
listening to Paul preach in Antioch. He was one of Paul’s closest friends and at times Paul’s
companion on his missionary trips. His medical training was a huge help to Paul when they
traveled together.

In Acts, Luke emphasized three things: the Holy Spirit, prayer, and the sovereign plan of
God. He wanted everyone to know that it was the Holy Spirit who guided and gave power to
the Church. He believed that a true church prayed because dependence upon God is necessary
for a church to grow. In all his writing, Luke firmly believed that all events are part of God’s
redemptive plan. As you study Acts, look for passages that mention these three things.

Who Was Theophilus and Why Did Luke Write to Him?

Luke wrote his Gospel so that Theophilus might have “an orderly account” of Jesus’
ministry and that he might “know the certainty of the things [he had] been taught.”
Although Luke never saw Jesus in person, the Holy Spirit helped him write an accurate and
orderly account of Jesus’life because he talked to eyewitnesses who had spent time with Jesus.
Luke wrote his second book to Theophilus because he knew the gospel story wouldn’t be
complete without an account of Jesus’ continuing ministry through His disciples.

'The name “Theophilus” comes from two Greek words that mean “lover of God” or
“friend of God.”'The title “most excellent” was given to men of high rank. So, who was
'Theophilus? No one knows for sure. Theophilus might have been a government official in the
Roman imperial court. If this is true, Luke might have used the name to protect | p
'Theophilus’s identity. Theophilus might have been a Gentile God-fearer who /}%‘ | ’3/
believed in Israel’s God and had received this name after his baptism. The / 4

name “Theophilus” was a name used by both Jews and Gentiles, and it could

have been his given name. .
,,,',\
) ) ) i (B
Luke wrote his books so that Theophllus would know for certain that ! L4

Jesus Christ was the Savior promised in the Jewish scriptures. He wanted %7
'Theophilus to know that his faith was rooted in historical truth.

4. See Acts 9:32-42; 16:11-15; 18:18-28.
5.See Acts 16:16-19.
6. See Luke 1:1-4.
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Review worksheets

KEY FACTS:

m What Is the Story of Acts?
Remember: The book of Acts is a 4ridge between the Gospels and the epistles. Fill in the

blanks to complete the following sentences.

1.'The Gospels the story of Jesus.

2.'The epistles and the story of Jesus.

3. The book of Acts is divided into four sections. Draw a line to connect each section of the
book to its theme.

'The Gospel Adventure
Acts 1-7 'The gospel goes to the ends of the earth.
Acts 8-12 The gospel begins in Jerusalem.
Acts 13-20 The gospel is spread to Judea and Samaria.
Acts 21-28 Paul goes back to Jerusalem and on to Rome.

STORY FACTS:
m Who Was Luke and What Did He Do?

In the following sentences, cross out the incorrect words (or numbers).

1. Luke wrote more than ( 25/ 10 ) percent of all the New Testament, which is ( more / less )
than all the other New Testament writers.

2. Luke was born in ( Tarsus / Antioch ) and was ( well-educated / unschooled ) in the
Greek language and Hebrew scriptures.

3. Luke had university training in ( law / medicine ).
4. Luke wrote more about ( children / women ) than any other New Testament writer.

5. Luke wrote his books using a ( chronological / topical ) style.
y —_~
i - 0‘ — P

& =
éar
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m Luke’s Emphasis

What three things did Luke emphasize in the book of Acts? Fill in the blanks.
1.

3.

m Can You Decode These Words?
Decode the following words and use them to fill in the blanks.
Code: To decode the words, exchange each letter with the letter that comes before it in

the alphabet. For example, A=Z,B=A...Z=Y)

UIFPQIJMVT I1IJTUPSJ]BO HFOFT]JT

EPDUFPS PSEFSMZ
1.'The English word that means “good news” is

2. Luke was well known as these three things: ,
, and

3. The name that means “lover of God” or “friend of God” is

4. In his Gospel, Luke wrote an and
account of Jesus’ ministry.

5. Acts completes the covenant story first mentioned in the book of

m What Is the Gospel?
To discover the definition of the word “gospel,” put the words in the box in order. Write
the definition of “gospel” on the line provided.

grace By you God's forgiven because death Jesus’
of on can the be cross
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UNPACK IT FURTHER: The Meaning of Covenant

God’s covenant can be explained in a few words: “I will take you as my own people, and
I will be your God” (Exodus 6:7). God promised to be the God of His people. A covenant
is like a promise. A covenant, though, is stronger than a promise, because a covenant brings
death to the covenant breaker. God has been and always will be faithful to keep His covenant.
However, we are not faithful to God, and because of that, we deserve death. God, the
Covenant Keeper, died in our place so that we could be part of God’s people.

Look up the following Bible verses and, on the lines provided, answer the questions.

1. What does Psalm 145:13 tell us about God?

2. According to Galatians 4:4-5, what did God, the Covenant Keeper, do for us, the

covenant breakers?

Quiz

Chapter 29 qQuiz
WHAT PO YOU REMEMBER?

Using the word bank, fillin the blanks with the correct word.
word . . . .
nephew Claudius Lysias Ananias Tertullus Drusilla Pharisees
(Bank " Y

Download the quizzes for each chapter at 1. The name of the lawyer who spoke for the Sanhedsin to Governor Felix was

ClassicalAcademicPress.com under the e st Ly e

3. The sect of the Jews who believed in the resurrection was

Pharisees

Resources tab of this book’s product page.

4. Pauls nephew warned Paul of the plot to kill him
devised by the forty men.

5. The name of the high priest in Jerusalem was Ananias

6. The name of Felix’s Jewish wife was Drusilla

WHAT'S TRUE ANP WHAT'S NOT?

Circle T'if the statement is true and F'if the statement is false.

1. Paul believed he had done all his duty to God up to the day of the trial

before the Sanhedrin. @Dr
2. Paul insulted the high priest on purpose, calling him a whitewashed wall. T®
3. The Lord appeared to Paul in prison at night to e @ r
4."The commander in Jerusalem believed all the accusations against Paul. T®
5. Another name for the Christians was “people of the Way.” @ F
6. At one point, the Sadducees said about Paul, “We find nothing wrong
with him.” T®
Chapter 29 Quiz 401
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ChaPter 2
piscovering the
Message of ACts

WHO IS GOP? Jesus, the fulfillment of the covenant

LESSON THEME: Jesus Christ, the Savior, fulfilled God’s promise of salvation.
MEMORY PASSAGE: Romans 10:9

KEY FACTS:
Luke’s WRITING TECHNIQUES

Summary Phrases Passages

“added to their number” Acts 2:41 Acts 5:14
Acts 2:47 Acts 6:7

Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost Acts 1:5 Acts 11:16

(“you will be baptized with water”) Acts 2:1-41 Acts 15:8

Conversion of Cornelius Acts 10:1-48  Acts 15:6-11

(“the Gentiles hear from my lips”) Acts 11:4-17

Conversion of Saul (Paul) Acts 9:1-30 Acts 26:2-18
Acts 22:1-16

THE OLP TESTAMENT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT REVEALEP:

And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lorp will be saved;
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
there will be deliverance,
as the Lorp has said,
among the survivors whom the Lorp calls. (Joel 2:32)

'The prophet Joel encourages people to call upon “the Lorp [ Yahweh],” the covenant
God of Israel. When the Apostle Paul quotes the prophet Joel (see Romans 10:13) and
pleads for us to call upon the name of the Lord, he is referring to Jesus Christ. In making
this connection, Paul is saying that Jesus Christ is God, the same God who made the cov-
enant with Israel and who is the one and only true God.!

1. See Jeremiah 10:10; John 1:14, 18; 1 Timothy 1:17.
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pisCovering the Message of ACts

It’s six oclock in the evening. If I listen closely I'll hear the chimes of the Methodist
church two blocks down the street playing a familiar hymn. Every morning at eight and every
evening at six, the chimes ring out crisp and clear. If I continue down the street a few blocks,
I can see the bell tower of a gray stone church that stretches skyward as the huge building
guards the corner of Derry and Brookfield Streets.

'Throughout the city in majestic cathedrals, modest brick chapels, and inconspicuous store-
front churches with hand-painted signs, believers gather to worship. Whether the church has a
handful of gray-haired faithfuls or a full auditorium of young, energetic worshippers, we ask the
same question: Does the book of Acts have anything to say to churches today or is it just a story?

'The book of Acts is more than just the story of what the early Church did. It speaks to the
Christian Church today. The narrative in the book of Acts explains what the gospel is, who is
part of the Christian Church,’® and how to present the gospel to unbelievers.* It gives principles
about how God wants the gospel to go into the world and how the Church is to be in the world.

At the same time we must be careful not to assume that even though God’s nature never
changes, the ways that He works in history are always the same. One example of how God works
differently at different times in history is how He uses miracles. Jesus performed many miracles to
show His authority as the Son of God. The apostles performed miracles to show their authority and
to start the Church. Throughout the story of the Bible, God worked amazing miracles whenever He
gave new revelation to His people and did something important in His plan of redemption. God
did miracles at the Exodus, at the birth of Jesus, throughout Jesus’ ministry, and at Jesus’death, res-
urrection, and ascension. God also did frequent miracles through the apostles during the founding
of the Church and the writing of the New Testament.’ There are no apostles today, the Church has
been establishe