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To the Parent and/or Teacher…
These writing lessons require the use of Starting Points, Worldview Primer (SP) by David Quine 
and Teaching Writing: Structure and Style (TWSS) by Andrew Pudewa. They incorporate TWSS 
strategies to complete the assignments in SP.

TWSS and SP contain a critically important concept in common—asking questions in the 
process of learning. Through asking a series of questions, TWSS trains students to understand 
the process of writing. SP trains students to discern their own beliefs and the beliefs of others 
through asking questions. By asking questions of Scripture,  both courses train students to 
express a Biblical worldview in verbal and written forms. 

Your students will be able to:
connect TWSS strategies with a given assignment
use the writing assignment as a way to understand the material at a deeper level 
interact with a book by examining how an author expresses an idea
communicate an idea by playing with how it is presented
trace an idea through Scripture, other literary works, and history

As your student begins these lessons, please remember the di"culty of formally expressing 
a worldview for the #rst time. This struggle exists regardless of the age of the person. And 
if that isn’t enough, your student will describe God in a paragraph as well as answer other 
worldview questions that scholars have tackled by writing whole books! Because of this, it 
would be fair to decide that it is too much. Nevertheless, the reward is compelling—joining 
the conversation of the ages. To begin, consider the fact that an essay originally meant a try.
Therefore, just try; then re#ne. The #rst essay is a working start to be re#ned with a lifetime of 
study.

While grammar and vocabulary are embedded in these lessons, direct instruction in them 
is not included. For grammar, a list of basic rules is printed in the Appendix. This list is an 
excerpt of FIX-IT!, a grammar program by Pamela White, published and sold by Institute for 
Excellence in Writing. Use this if your student needs more practice learning grammar concepts 
and/or editing his/her own work. To stretch the student’s vocabulary, a place to keep track of 
unfamiliar words is located on page 478 of the SP syllabus.

The style techniques can be introduced more quickly or more slowly than the lessons 
recommend.  As with any set of lessons, the teacher should teach the student not the 
curriculum. You are in control. Do not go too fast to overwhelm or frustrate the student, nor 
too slow to bore them or miss an opportunity.

The simplest way to grade your students’ work is to divide the number of requirements on 
the checklist into 100. The answer is how many points to take o! for each missed concept. 
Only grade for what is on the checklist. If a particular rule or concept develops into a repeated 
problem, use the mistakes as the content for a lesson and add it to the checklist.
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To the Student…
The idea that thinking and acting are not connected or that people do not think is unbiblical. 
Because man was made in the image of God, we are reasoning entities. Due to the fall, we will 
analyze events defectively and insu"ciently. However, we still think. Regrettably many people 
no longer recognize the connection and importance between ideas and behavior. To study 
worldviews is to ponder that connection.

Through informative and imaginative assignments, these lessons will guide you in putting 
down on paper your understanding of what the Bible has to say about seven particular 
questions. They will also help you to begin analyzing books, movies, and historical documents 
in order to understand and document the worldviews of others. In a few of the lessons you 
will have the opportunity to share your own experiences and stories. You will even have 
the option to design a world according to you if you so desire! Exploring informative and 
imaginative writing, you will learn what kind you enjoy reading and what kind you enjoy 
producing.

Before you begin, you should understand a few continually used terms:

whole sentence

clarify and characterize your writing

variety and complexity to your sentence structures

sentences in the paragraph have in common

key words of the topic sentence

phrase, which contains a group of words, functions as one part of speech. A (dependent) 
clause, which contains a group of words including a subject and a verb, functions as one part 
of speech.

With every assignment, follow a particular routine:
1. Before reading a book, watching a movie, or researching a document, read the whole 

writing assignment and the questions in the SP syllabus so that you can highlight and 
annotate the text. 

2. Before beginning a writing lesson, complete the pages given on the SP  book icon  and 
watch the section of the TWSS stated on the disc icon. Both are located at the beginning 
of each lesson in the right-hand column. 

3. After completing paper, underline your dress-ups, identify your sentence openers with 
numerals, draw a dotted line under the decoration, and highlight the key words in the 
topic and clincher sentences. When turning in your assignment, stack it in this order: 1) 
outline on the bottom, 2) next rough draft, 3) then checklist, and 4) #nal copy on top. 
Follow this procedure until it becomes second nature.
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Objectives

to express Lewis’ answers to 
worldview questions, then 

compare them to scripture

to learn the particular 
elements of the introduction 

and conclusion paragraphs

to practice forming an opinion

to add a title

     

    
TW

SS Unit 8 Disc 6 Time Signature 00:00

starting PointsAssignment 10sP pp. completed
106–166

David Quine

Andrew Pudewa

ASSIgnment 10

The World of Narnia
WrItIng tASk
You will write a 6-paragraph argumentative paper.

Source text
The Magician’s Nephew
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe
The Horse and His Boy

procedure
STEP 1. This assignment is a 6-paragraph argumentative essay. The 
topics for the body paragraphs are chosen for you, and your thesis 
statement is limited to proving that Lewis wrote from a Biblical 
worldview, or that he did not write from a Biblical worldview. 
Because these elements of the essay are already decided for you, 
constructing it will be less overwhelming. The order of action will 
be:
 1. Create an outline.
 2. Write the 4 body paragraphs.
 3. Write the conclusion.
 4. Write the introduction.

I. Introduction
 1. Attention getter
     2. Background information
     3. Thesis statement
                                                            

II. Topic 1

III. Topic 2

IV. Topic 3

V. Topic 4

VI. Conclusion
         1.	repeat	or	reflect	thesis	statement
       2. Most significant and why
       3. Do not use first person

STEP 2.  Write the body paragraphs.

41

 see tWss syllabus Unit 3, teaching Procedure #
6
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Topic 1
•	 Is	there	a	god	in	narnia?	If	so,	what	is	he	like?
•	 Is	he	personal?
•	 Is	he	powerful?
Topic 2
•	 Is	the	world	chaotic	or	orderly?
•	 Is	everyone	subject	to	the	same	rules?
•	 Is	anyone	able	to	change	the	rules?
•	 Can	anyone	override	the	rules?
Topic 3
•	 Is	evil	in	the	world?
•	 If	so,	how	did	it	get	there—is	it	due	to	design	or	to	an	event?
•	 Does	it	have	a	beginning	and	an	end?
•	 Is	it	more	powerful	than	anything	or	anyone?
•	 Is	there	anything	or	anyone	more	powerful	that	it?
Topic 4
•	 Does	the	god	of	narnia	involve	himself	in	the	affairs	of	men?
•	 Do	the	actions	or	non-actions	of	men	make	a	difference	in	the	outcome	of	the	story?
•	 Are	the	events	leading	anywhere?

Write the conclusion.
Restate thesis statement
Most significant and why—Remember to “prove” why each topic is the most significant before 
making your final decision of which topic supports your position the best.
        The character of the god of Narnia proves most convincingly that Lewis is writing
             from a  Biblical worldview because…
        The nature of the Narnian universe proves most convincingly that Lewis is writing
             from a Biblical worldview because…
        The cause of evil and suffering proves most convincingly that Lewis is writing 
             from a Biblical worldview because…
        The meaning of history proves most convincingly that Lewis is writing 
            from a Biblical worldview because…
        All four questions together prove most convincingly that Lewis is writing from
            a Biblical worldview because…

Write the introduction.
   1. Attention getter—Use a quote from Lewis or from a famous person who
                                                          was shaped by The Chronicles of Narnia or ask a question.

   2. Background information—Place C.S. Lewis or the dates when the books
                                                                               were published in time and place.

   3. Thesis statement—For an argumentative essay, the thesis statement contains the position you will take. 

While many teachers will require only your position in your thesis statement, the best 
statement will include the topics of your paragraphs. The topics reveal how you will prove 
your point, and the how of proving a position can and should entice a reader to continue 
reading.

42
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By examining the god of Narnia, the Narnian universe, the cause of evil or suffering, and the 
events	which	take	place	there,	one	can	prove	that	lewis	reflects	a	Biblical	worldview	in	the	
world of Narnia.

STEP 3. The directions for creating an attractive title are usually abstract and obscure: “Create a 
title that is interesting.” “Create a title that encapsulates the whole.” As you can see in the TWSS 
syllabus, however, Andrew Pudewa instructs you specifically on how to create a title. Based 
on the concept of pulling your title from the last sentence of your paper, you will be forced 
to write your title last. According to the contents of your conclusion, your last sentence will 
probably contain in part or whole the why of your thinking. This unfolds the chance for you to 
offer the reader that feeling of completion. Again, by playing with different possibilities, you 
have the opportunity to write an intriguing title.

If one of the five examples from above were my last sentence, my title might be (remember 
that some of the title might come from the unfinished part of the sentence):
                                                  
                                                         Character: The Revealing Mirror

 Similar Universe; Same God
Victory over Sin in Two Worlds
Actions Matter Here and There

Narnia—Overwhelming Evidence

STEP 4. Using the checklist, write the final copy. Remember the order your papers should be 
stacked: final copy on top, checklist, rough drafts, and key word outline on bottom.

checklISt

r     Name and date 
r     Paragraph double spaced 
r	Dress-ups underlined /sentence openers marked 
r	No banned words used/no more than two of the same sentence openers in a row 
r	6 Grammar checks 
r	Attention getter, background info, and thesis statement included in introduction  
r	Topic/clincher sentences (key words of both are highlighted)   
r	Strong verb in each body paragraph   
r	 “ly” word in each body paragraph   
r	(3)  “ly” sentence opener in each body paragraph as possible  
r	(2) prepositional opener in each body paragraph as possible   
r	(6) VSS in each body paragraph as possible   
r	www.asia.b in each body paragraph  
r	(5) clausal, in each body paragraph as possible  
r	who/which clause in each body paragraph   
r	restate/reflect	thesis	statement,	most	significant,	why,	and	no	personal	pronouns	 	
r	One decoration (question)
r	Title is taken from last sentence and italicized
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