Level 6

Second Edition

Student Text

by
Matthew Stephens

N j Essentials in Writing

Where Students Learn to Write

417-256-4191
www.essentialsinwriting.com
Copyright © 2016 by Matthew B. Stephens

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form
by any means — electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise.

Printed in the United States of America

*Update April 2016



Introduction

Lesson 1: Introduction t0 WIHING.......cccueieiieiie e 1
PARTS OF SPEECH

Identify Parts of Speech

Lesson 2: Complete Subjects and PrediCates..........coovveiiieninininieeee i 4
Lesson 3: Simple Subject and PrediCates ..........cccvcvuerieeieeiieieese e ese e siae e 6
Lesson 4: Compound Subjects and PrediCates ...........ccoveieieereiiesiene e s e 8
Lesson 5: Common and Proper NOUNS ..........cccveiierieiieieeie e e sne e 13
Lesson 6: Singular and PIUral NOUNS..........cccoiiiiiiiiieieee e 17
LeSSON 7: POSSESSIVE INOUNS .....ceuveieieiiitesiesiesieesie ettt sb st esae bbb ssanneas 20
LESSON 8: AGJECTIVES ...ttt e bbb nne s 27
Lesson 9: Action Verbs and Linking Verbs.........cccccoviieie i i 30
Lesson 10: Helping VerDS. ... 33
Lesson 11: Adverbs That Modify Verbs..........ccoovoiiiie i 35
Lesson 12: Adverbs That Modify AdJeCtiVES .........ccccviiieiieie e 38
Lesson 13: Prepositional PRIASES.........ccoiiiiiiiieiiiiiei et st 40
Common Problems

Lesson 14: Pronouns and ANECEUBNTES .......coviiirrerieeirieeiiesie e sie e sieesee e s eseeanee e 42
Lesson 15: Subject/Verb AgQre€ment ..........coviieiiiieiie i 45
Lesson 16: Don’t and Doesn’t Problem...........cccoviiiiieiiiie i 47
LesSON 17: WIItING TILIES ..o.veiie ettt 49
TOOLS FOR EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION

Apply Parts of Speech

Lesson 18: AdJeCtiVES IN ACHION .........couiiiiie e 52
Lesson 19: ACtion VErbs I ACLION..........ccouiiirieieieie e 61
Lesson 20: AJVEIDS IN ACLION ....eoieeiieieiiee e se et seeenee e 70
Lesson 21: Prepositional Phrases in ACHON...........cccocveiieieiie i 77
LessoN 22: VIV LANQUAGE ......veuveieiiiiesiesiesiie ettt 85
Apply Sentence Structure

Lesson 23: Reviewing TYpes Of SENtENCES........ccoveviiieiieie e 92
Lesson 24: Independent and Dependent ClIaUSES...........ccocviiririiiniiieienese e 94
Lesson 25: Simple and Compound SENtENCES ........cecveireeiieiieieerie e 97
Lesson 26: COMPIEX SENLENCES ........coiiiiiiiieieieiee e 102
Lesson 27: Incomplete ThOUGNES.........ocoviiiiiiiic e 107
LesSSoN 28: RUN-0N SENEENCE. ......ccuiiiiiiiieeiiie e itie ettt be et sseeesree e e sbeesnaee s 109
Apply Figurative Language

Lesson 29: Figurative Language — ONOMAatOPOEIA .....ccuvvvvieiiieiiieesiieiieeviie e 111
Lesson 30: Figurative Language — SIMile ..o 112
Lesson 31: Figurative Language — Metaphor ..........ccccvviiieiie e 113
Lesson 32: Figurative Language — Personification..........cccccooevvrininienenene e 114

TABLE OF CONTENTS
UNIT ONE: GRAMMAR



Lesson 33:

TABLE OF CONTENTS
UNIT TWO: COMPOSITION
The WITING PrOCESS ....ccuviiiieiiieieeiie ettt 121

Paragraphs

Lesson 34:
Lesson 35:
Lesson 36:
Lesson 37:
Lesson 38:
Lesson 39:

Lesson 40:

Paragraph OVEIVIEW ..........ccveiuiiieiieeie e seeie e ste e ste et ste e e e 123
Expository Paragraph — Brainstorm, Organize, Draft..............ccococeninnns 127
Expository Paragraph — Revise, Final Draft............cccccccooviveiieiicie i, 130
Persuasive Paragraph — Brainstorm, Organize, Draft............cccccoevvnene. 134
Persuasive Paragraph — Revise, Final Draft............ccccccoeviiiieiicciienn, 137
Descriptive Paragraph — Brainstorm, Organize, Draft...............ccoceoeee. 141
Descriptive Paragraph — Revise, Final Draft...........c.ccccooviveiiiniiiniieenn, 144

Personal Narrative

Lesson 41:
Lesson 42:
Lesson 43:
Lesson 44:
Lesson 45:
Lesson 46:
Lesson 47:
Lesson 48:
Lesson 49:

Personal Narrative — TranSitioNS ...........ccovvereiienesiin e see e e 148
Personal Narrative — Dialogue Part L...........ccccoeiiveveiieeii e 150
Personal Narrative — Dialogue Part 2..........ccoooiiiiiiiniineienc e 152

Personal Narrative — BrainStorm .........c.ooovieiiiiiiiiee e 156
Personal Narrative — Organize ..........oceviirieiieneneie s 158
Personal Narrative — Draft...........cciiiiiiiii et 160
Personal Narrative — Revise Word Choice and Sentence Structure......... 162
Personal Narrative — Revise Dialogue...........cccocevveieiiieiiciciieseee e, 163
Personal Narrative — Final Draft ..........ccooceviieiiiiiiiiiee e 164

Persuasive Personal Letter

Lesson 50:
Lesson 51:
Lesson 52:
Lesson 53:
Lesson 54:

Persuasive Writing — Persuasive Writing and Personal Letter Format .... 168
Persuasive Writing — OIganIZe...........cuoueierieienenie e 171
Persuasive Writing — Draft ..o 172
Persuasive WIiting — REVISE.........cccou it 173
Persuasive Writing — Final Draft...............c.ccccooeiiiiiiici e, 174

Writing a Summary

Lesson 55: Writing a Summary — Introduction, Organize, and Draft..............cc......... 178
Lesson 56: Writing a SUMMAry — REVISE .......ccccveiieiiiiiece e 183
Lesson 57: Writing a Summary — Final Draft...........ccocviiiiiiiiic e 184
Compare and Contrast Writing

Lesson 58: Compare/Contrast — Introduction and Brainstorm .............cccccceevvevveinenne. 187
Lesson 59: Compare/Contrast — Organize and Draft Similarities ............ccccccevvrenee. 188
Lesson 60: Compare/Contrast — Organize and Draft Differences...........ccccccevvvennnne 191
Lesson 61: Compare/CoNntrast — REVISE........ccuuviiiiiieie e 193
Lesson 62: Compare/Contrast — Final Draft............ccccoeiiiiiiiiciee e 194
Expository Essay

Lesson 63: Expository Essay — Brainstorm and Organize...........c.ccoeveveeivereeieesnenne. 198
Lesson 64: Expository Essay — Organize and HOOK.............ccccoveviiiiiieiie e 200
Lesson 65: Expository Essay — Opening Paragraph .........ccoccoovvvininienenenenc e 202

Lesson 66:

Expository Essay — Body Paragraph #1 .........ccccoovvevieiiiciiic e, 203



Lesson 67:
Lesson 68:
Lesson 69:
Lesson 70:
Lesson 71:
Lesson 72:

Expository Essay — Body Paragraph #2 .........ccccooviiieiinie i 205

Research Project

Lesson 73:
Lesson 74:
Lesson 75:
Lesson 76:
Lesson 77:
Lesson 77:
Lesson 78:

Conclusion

Expository Essay — Body Paragraph #3 .........cccceeveveiievveic e 207
Expository Essay — Closing Paragraph ............cccoceveiiiiinienenc s 209
Expository Essay — Revise Word Choice.........cccccoevvvieviiiciicse e, 210
Expository Essay — Revise Sentence StruCture ...........ccooeveveieiencniennnns 211
Expository Essay — Final Draft ............cccoveviiieiecce e 212
Research ProjJeCt — PrOCESS.........c.oiiiiiieieieiesie st 216
Research Project — BrainStorm.........ccccocevieiieiiiese e eie e 218
Research Project — Gathering Information............cc.coovoveieiiniiincncnns 219
Research Project — Organize and Draft ............cccocevviiiiiccicce e, 228
Research Project — REVISE .........cooiiiiiiiiieecese e 233
ReSearch ProjeCt — REVISE ........cccveiveieiieii sttt 234
Research Project — Final Draft ... 235

Comparing COMPOSITIONS .......ccviiieieieeie e ste e sae e e sreesresseesaeebe e e sreeneenee e 239



LEVEL 6 SYLLABUS
Second Edition

VIDEO - 78 LESSONS
WORKBOOK - 242 PAGES

NOTE: Video lessons are indicated by ALL CAPS bold. Worksheets/assignment sheets are listed below each video lesson.

LESSON 1: WHAT IS WRITING?
Lesson 1 — Introduction to Writing

LESSON 2: COMPLETE SUBJECTS AND
PREDICATES

Lesson 2 Day 1 — Complete Subjects and Predicates
Lesson 2 Day 2 — Complete Subjects and Predicates

LESSON 3: SIMPLE SUBJECT AND PREDICATES
Lesson 3 Day 1 — Simple Subjects and Predicates
Lesson 3 Day 2 — Simple Subjects and Predicates

LESSON 4: COMPOUND SUBJECTS AND
PREDICATES

Lesson 4 Day 1 — Compound Subjects and Predicates
Lesson 4 Day 2 — Compound Subjects and Predicates
Lesson 4 Day 3 — Compound Subjects and Predicates
*Assessment 1 (Lessons 2-4)

LESSON 5: COMMON AND PROPER NOUNS
Lesson 5 Day 1 — Common and Proper Nouns
Lesson 5 Day 2 — Proper Nouns

LESSON 6: SINGULAR AND PLURAL NOUNS
Lesson 6 Day 1 — Singular and Plural Nouns

LESSON 7: POSSESSIVE NOUNS

Lesson 7 Day 1 — Possessive Nouns

Lesson 7 Day 2 — Possessive Nouns

Lesson 7 Day 3 — Combine Sentences Using Possessive
Nouns

*Assessment 2 (Lessons 5-7)

LESSON 8: ADJECTIVES
Lesson 8 Day 1 — Adjectives
Lesson 8 Day 2 — Adjectives
*Assessment 3 (Lesson 8)

LESSON 9: ACTION VERBS AND LINKING
VERBS

Lesson 9 Day 1 — Action Verbs and Linking Verbs
Lesson 9 Day 2 — Action Verbs and Linking Verbs

LESSON 10: HELPING VERBS
Lesson 10 Day 1 — Helping Verbs
Lesson 10 Day 2 — Helping Verbs
*Assessment 4 (Lessons 9-10)

LESSON 11: ADVERBS THAT MODIFY VERBS
Lesson 11 Day 1 — Adverbs That Modify Verbs

Lesson 11 Day 2 — Adverbs That Modify Verbs
LESSON 12: ADVERBS THAT MODIFY
ADJECTIVES

Lesson 12 Day 1 — Adverbs That Modify Adjectives
Lesson 12 Day 2 — Adverbs That Modify Verbs and
Adjectives

*Assessment 5 (Lessons 11-12)

LESSON 13: PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES
Lesson 13 Day 1 — Prepositional Phrases
Lesson 13 Day 2 — Prepositional Phrases
*Assessment 6 (Lesson 13)

LESSON 14: PRONOUNS AND THEIR
ANTECEDENTS

Lesson 14 Day 1 — Pronouns and Antecedents
Lesson 14 Day 2 — Pronouns and Antecedents
*Assessment 7 (Lesson 14)

LESSON 15: SUBJECT/VERB AGREEMENT
Lesson 15 Day 1 — Subject/Verb Agreement
Lesson 15 Day 2 — Subject/Verb Agreement
*Assessment 8 (Lesson 15)

LESSON 16: DON’T AND DOESN’T PROBLEM
Lesson 16 Day 1 — Don’t and Doesn’t Problem
Lesson 16 Day 2 — Don’t and Doesn’t Problem
*Assessment 9 (Lesson 16)

Lesson 17 WRITING TITLES

Lesson 17 Day 1 — Writing Titles

Lesson 17 Day 1 — Writing Titles: Books, Stories, Poems
*Assessment 10 (Lesson 17)

LESSON 18: ADJECTIVES IN ACTION
Lesson 18 Day 1 — Adjectives in Action
Lesson 18 Day 2 — Adjectives in Action
Lesson 18 Day 3 — Adjectives in Action
Lesson 18 Day 4 — Adjectives in Action
*Assessment 11 (Lesson 18)

LESSON 19: ACTION VERBS IN ACTION
Lesson 19 Day 1 — Action Verbs in Action
Lesson 19 Day 2 — Action Verbs in Action
Lesson 19 Day 3 — Action Verbs in Action
Lesson 19 Day 4 — Action Verbs in Action
*Assessment 12 (Lesson 19)

LESSON 20: ADVERBS IN ACTION
Lesson 20 Day 1 — Adverbs in Action



Lesson 20 Day 2 — Adverbs in Action

Lesson 20 Day 3 — Adverbs in Action
*Assessment 13 (Lesson 20)

LESSON 21: PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES IN
ACTION

Lesson 21 Day 1 — Prepositional Phrases in Action
Lesson 21 Day 2 — Prepositional Phrases in Action
Lesson 21 Day 3 — Prepositional Phrases in Action
*Assessment 14 (Lesson 21)

LESSON 22: VIVID LANGUAGE
Lesson 22 Day 1 — Vivid Language
Lesson 22 Day 2 — Vivid Language
Lesson 22 Day 3 — Vivid Language
Lesson 22 Day 4 — Vivid Language
*Assessment 15 (Lesson 22)

LESSON 23: REVIEWING TYPES OF
SENTENCES
Lesson 23 Day 1 — Reviewing Types of Sentences

LESSON 24: INDEPENDENT AND DEPENDENT
CLAUSES

Lesson 24 Day 1 — Independent and Dependent Clauses
Lesson 24 Day 2 — Independent and Dependent Clauses
*Assessment 16 (Lesson 24)

LESSON 25: SIMPLE/COMPOUND SENTENCES
Lesson 25 Day 1 — Simple and Compound Sentences
Lesson 25 Day 2 — Combining Simple Sentences to Form
Compound Sentences

LESSON 26: COMPLEX SENTENCES
Lesson 26 Day 1 — Complex Sentences
Lesson 26 Day 2 — Complex Sentences
Lesson 26 Day 3 — Complex Sentences
*Assessment 17 (Lessons 25-26)

LESSON 27: INCOMPLETE THOUGHTS
Lesson 27 Day 1 — Incomplete Thoughts
Lesson 27 Day 2 — Incomplete Thoughts
*Assessment 18 (Lesson 27)

LESSON 28: RUN-ON SENTENCE
Lesson 28 Day 1 — Run-on Sentence
Lesson 28 Day 2 — Run-on Sentence
*Assessment 19 (Lesson 28)

LESSON 29: FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE
Lesson 29 Day 1 — Onomatopoeia

LESSON 30: FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE
Lesson 30 Day 1 —Simile

LESSON 31: FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE
Lesson 31 Day 1 — Metephor

LESSON 32: FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Lesson 32 Day 1 — Personification

Lesson 32 Day 2 — Figurative Language

Lesson 32 Day 3 — Figurative Language

*Assessment 20 (Lessons 29-32)

*UNIT ONE COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT
(Lessons 2-32)

LESSON 33: THE WRITING PROCESS
Lesson 33 Day 1 — The Writing Process

LESSON 34: PARAGRAPH OVERVIEW
Lesson 34 Day 1 — Opening Sentence

Lesson 34 Day 1 — Body

Lesson 34 Day 1 — Closing Sentence

LESSON 35: EXPOSITORY PARAGRAPH
Lesson 35 Day 1 — Brainstorm

Lesson 35 Day 1 — Organize

Lesson 35 Day 1 — Draft

LESSON 36: EXPOSITORY PARAGRAPH
Lesson 36 Day 1 — Revise

Lesson 36 Day 1 — Final Draft

Expository Paragraph — Extra Practice

LESSON 37: PERSUASIVE PARAGRAPH
Lesson 37 Day 1 — Brainstorm

Lesson 37 Day 1 — Organize

Lesson 37 Day 1 — Draft

LESSON 38: PERSUASIVE PARAGRAPH
Lesson 38 Day 1 — Revise

Lesson 38 Day 1 — Final Draft

Persuasive Paragraph — Extra Practice

LESSON 39: DESCRIPTIVE PARAGRAPH
Lesson 39 Day 1 — Brainstorm

Lesson 39 Day 1 — Organize

Lesson 39 Day 1 — Draft

LESSON 40: DESCRIPTIVE PARAGRAPH
Lesson 40 Day 1 — Revise

Lesson 40 Day 1 — Final Draft

Descriptive Paragraph — Extra Practice
*Assessment 21 (Lessons 34-40)

LESSON 41: PERSONAL NARRATIVE
Lesson 41 Day 1 — Transitions

LESSON 42: PERSONAL NARRATIVE
Lesson 42 Day 1 — Dialogue Part 1

LESSON 43: PERSONAL NARRATIVE
Lesson 43 Day 1 — Dialogue Part 2

LESSON 44: PERSONAL NARRATIVE
Lesson 44 Day 1 — Introduction
Lesson 44 Day 1 — Brainstorm



LESSON 45: PERSONAL NARRATIVE
Lesson 45 Day 1 — Organize

LESSON 46: PERSONAL NARRATIVE
Lesson 46 Day 1 — Draft

LESSON 47: PERSONAL NARRATIVE
Lesson 47 Day 1 — Revise

LESSON 48: PERSONAL NARRATIVE
Lesson 48 Day 1 — Add Dialogue

LESSON 49: PERSONAL NARRATIVE
Lesson 49 Day 1 — Final Draft

Personal Narrative — Extra Practice
*Assessment 22 (Lessons 41-49)

LESSON 50: PERSUASIVE WRITING
Lesson 50 Day 1 — Personal Letter Format

LESSON 51: PERSUASIVE WRITING
Lesson 51 Day 1 — Introduction

Lesson 51 Day 1 — Hook

Lesson 51 Day 1 — Organize

LESSON 52: PERSUASIVE WRITING
Lesson 52 Day 1 — Draft

LESSON 53: PERSUASIVE WRITING
Lesson 53 Day 1 — Revise

LESSON 54: PERSUASIVE WRITING
Lesson 54 Day 1 — Final Draft

Persuasive Writing — Extra Practice
*Assessment 23 (Lessons 50-54)

LESSON 55: WRITING A SUMMARY
Lesson 55 Day 1 — Introduction

Lesson 55 Day 1 — Writing a Summary
Lesson 55 Day 1 — Organize

Lesson 55 Day 1 — Draft

LESSON 56: WRITING A SUMMARY
Lesson 56 Day 1 — Revise

LESSON 57: WRITING A SUMMARY
Lesson 57 Day 1 — Final Draft

Writing a Summary — Extra Practice
*Assessment 24 (Lessons 55-57)

LESSON 58: COMPARE/CONTRAST
Lesson 58 Day 1 — Introduction

LESSON 59: COMPARE/CONTRAST
Lesson 59 Day 1 — Organize
Lesson 59 Day 1 — Organize Similarities

Lesson 59 Day 1 — Draft Similarities

LESSON 60: COMPARE/CONTRAST
Lesson 60 Day 1 — Organize Differences
Lesson 60 Day 1 — Draft Differences

LESSON 61: COMPARE/CONTRAST
Lesson 61 Day 1 — Revise

LESSON 62: COMPARE/CONTRAST
Lesson 62 Day 1 — Final Draft
Compare/Contrast — Extra Practice
*Assessment 25 (Lessons 58-62)

LESSON 63: EXPOSITORY ESSAY
Lesson 63 Day 1 —Introduction
Lesson 63 Day 1 — Brainstorm

LESSON 64: EXPOSITORY ESSAY
Lesson 64 Day 1 — Organize
Lesson 64 Day 1 — Hook

LESSON 65: EXPOSITORY ESSAY
Lesson 65 Day 1 — Organize and Draft Opening
Paragraph

LESSON 66: EXPOSITORY ESSAY
Lesson 66 Day 1 — Organize Body Paragraph #1
Lesson 66 Day 1- Draft Body Paragraph #1

LESSON 67: EXPOSITORY ESSAY
Lesson 67 Day 1 — Organize Body Paragraph #2
Lesson 67 Day 1 — Draft Body Paragraph #2

LESSON 68: EXPOSITORY ESSAY
Lesson 68 Day 1 — Organize Body Paragraph #3
Lesson 68 Day 1 — Draft Body Paragraph #3

LESSON 69: EXPOSITORY ESSAY

Lesson 69 Day 1 — Organize and Draft Closing Paragraph

LESSON 70: EXPOSITORY ESSAY
Lesson 70 Day 1 — Revise Word Choice

LESSON 71: EXPOSITORY ESSAY
Lesson 71 Day 1 — Revise Sentence Structure

LESSON 72: EXPOSITORY ESSAY
Lesson 72 Day 1 — Final Draft
Expository Essay — Extra Practice
*Assessment 26 (Lessons 63-72)

LESSON 73: RESEARCH PROJECT
Lesson 73 Day 1 — Process

LESSON 74: RESEARCH PROJECT
Lesson 74 Day 1 — Brainstorm



LESSON 75: RESEARCH PROJECT
Lesson 75 Day 1-5 — Gather Information
Lesson 75 Day 1-5— Gather Information and Organize
Lesson 75 Day 1-5 — Document Sources
Lesson 75 Day 1-5 — Gather Information and Organize
Lesson 75 Day 1-5 — Document Sources
Lesson 75 Day 1-5 — Gather Information and Organize
Lesson 75 Day 1-5 — Document Sources
Lesson 75 Day 1-5 — Gather Information and Organize
Lesson 75 Day 1-5 — Document Sources

LESSON 76: RESEARCH PROJECT
Lesson 76 Day 1 — Draft
Lesson 76 Day 1 — Draft
Lesson 76 Day 2 — Draft
Lesson 76 Day 3 — Draft
Lesson 76 Day 4 — Draft

LESSON 77: RESEARCH PROJECT
Lesson 77 Day 1 — Revise Sentence Structure
Lesson 77 Day 1 — Revise Word Choice

LESSON 78: RESEARCH PROJECT
Lesson 78 Day 1 — Final Draft
Lesson 78 Day 2 — Final Draft

*UNIT TWO COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT
(Lessons 34-72)

FINAL LESSON
Comparing Compositions (2 pages)



CONTENT

Unit One: Grammar and Other Topics
All lessons within this unit teach students how to identify and apply parts of speech.
Content is divided into two sections:

I. Parts of Speech
A. ldentify Parts of Speech
B. Common Problems
I1. Tools for Effective Communication
A. Apply Parts of Speech
B. Apply Sentence Structure
C. Apply Figurative Language

Unit Two: Composition
In this unit, students explore many different types of compositions, focusing on the parts
of compositions, the writing process, and applying effective writing tools.

Students write with Mr. Stephens in a step-by-step/modeled approach to composition.
During the video lessons, Mr. Stephens teaches students information and techniques and
models how to perform each step of the writing process for individual compositions.
Students apply what they learn from the video lesson and information presented in the
textbook.

Step-by-Step/Model: Through a step-by-step, repetitive process, students internalize the
writing process and learn how to perform each step. Additionally, Mr. Stephens models
the steps of each composition, showing students “how” to complete them.

Immediate Application: By focusing on each step of the writing process through short,
modeled lessons with immediate application, students apply what they learn immediately
without becoming overwhelmed by other steps and/or forgetting previous steps. This
method increases retention.

ASSESSMENTS
A separate Assessment/Resource Booklet is available for purchase. The booklet contains:

27 assessments

2 comprehensive unit assessments
resource wordlist

additional organizers



ACTIVITIES AND ICONS

In Unit One, students learn to identify and apply the parts of speech.

pr Identify activities help students learn to identify parts of speech in written
A language.

» Apply activities help students identify and apply parts of speech that are tools to
E? aid in effectively communicating with written language. This provides students
with tools they will use when writing in Unit Two.
Progression of identify and apply activities within each practice session:
1. Students identify parts of speech in sentences.
2. Students apply what they have learned through fill-in-the-blank activities.
3. Students identify parts of speech in written compositions.
4. Students apply what they have learned through fill-in-the-blank, writing sentences,
and/or written composition activities.

Grammar Section Toolbox — In Unit One, the toolbox will be present on all
“apply” activities. The toolbox serves as a reminder to students that the skills
practiced on the page are tools to help them communicate effectively in
writing. In Unit Two, the toolbox reminds students when revising compositions to use
their writing “tools” to improve communication.

The Writing Process — The icons remind students which step of the writing process they
are completing.

> > > )
E’f BRAINSTORM D/ORGANIZE @DRAFT EH/REVISE |J PUBLISH

) Extra Practice — After all steps of each composition have been complete and
&i parents or teachers have completed the checklist, students have the opportunity
11 to practice writing another composition of the same type. They read the prompt
on the “Extra Practice” page, and, just as before, watch each video lesson before
completing each step of the writing process for the new composition. When organizing
thoughts, students may draw graphic organizers on notebook paper or use additional
organizers provided in the Assessment/Resource Booklet.
&~ Resource Folder — In Lesson 22, students are asked to begin creating a
u “Discarded Word List” and place it in a resource folder. In Unit 2, students are
asked to update the word list after each composition. This serves to build a
resource file that is helpful for effective communication in the coming lessons and years.



SCORING COMPOSITIONS

Scoring written compositions can be challenging due
to their subjective nature. Ultimately, | encourage you
to do what works for you, your student, and/or your
schooling situation. If you already use a method to
score written compositions, stick with it. Along the
way, try new methods.

If you use the checklists provided, focus primarily on
completion and conversation. Use the checklist as a
guide to discuss how effective or ineffective the
composition is as a whole and strengths and
weaknesses evident in the composition.

Scoring services are
available for purchase for
levels 9-12. Running from
August 1 to May 15 each
school year, a certified
member of our curriculum
department will score written
compositions for any or all
assignments presented in
each level purchased. Visit
our website for more
information.

There are several different ways to utilize the checklist and hold discussions:

1. Student completes the checklist before turning in the assignment. The teacher
spot-checks a few items and asks the student to point to different items on the
checklist evident in the composition and explain why the item was checked.

Teacher: “I see you marked that your narrative contains transitions. Show me

your transitions.”

-Student points to the transitions.

2. Teacher checks each item and assigns a grade. This works well when time is
limited. Assign a letter grade based the overall composition using the sample
composition provided in the key as a guide. Discuss one or more areas that may or may

not include suggestions or requested revision.

After completing the checklist, the teacher might say and ask something like:

“I noticed that your hook for your opening paragraph of the expository essay is weak. [
think it is weak because you didn’t grab my attention. What do you think you could add
or change that might help grab my attention?”

3. Assign a completion grade. Use the checklist as a guide to make sure the assignment
is complete. Assign any letter grade based on the fact that the student followed each step
of the writing process and the composition contains all parts indicated in the checklist.

This option works well when time is limited and the teacher and student want to move on
to the next composition.



HOW TO USE

1. View the video lesson.

2. Read the text for today’s lesson.

3. Complete the assignment.

4. Verbally describe today’s lesson and preview the next lesson.

How long should my student spend on one lesson?

Depending on the topic and the student, there are many different variables to consider in such a
question. Typically, a good rule to follow is: Do not complete the worksheets/assignment sheets unless
the student understands the concepts presented in the video lesson. Students may need to watch the
video more than once. After an understanding of the new concept is evident, students will complete the
activity.

Textbook/Workbook Format
Video lessons and textbook/workbook lessons correspond by title and number.

Lesson numbers indicate individual days unless the calendar icon is shown. See example below.
1 .| (Please note numerical references are for examples only.)

Lesson 8 (no calendar shown because this lesson has only one written activity)
1. Preview Lesson 8 in the textbook/workbook.

2. Watch Video Lesson 8.

3. Complete Lesson 8 written work.

4. Explain what you learned and preview the next lesson (Lesson 9).

Lesson 9 Day 1 (“Day 1” calendar shown because this lesson has more than one written activity)
1. Preview Lesson 9 Day 1 in the textbook/workbook.

2. Watch Video Lesson 9.

3. Complete Lesson 9 written work for all days with Day 1 calendar icon present.

4. Explain what you learned and preview next activity (Lesson 9 Day 2).

Lesson 9 Day 2 (“Day 2” calendar shown because this lesson has more than one written activity)
1. Preview Lesson 9 Day 2 in the textbook/workbook.

2. Watch Lesson 9 video again.

2. Complete Lesson 9 written work for all days with Day 2 calendar icon present.

3. Explain what you learned and preview next activity (Lesson 10 Day 1).

Lesson 10 (no calendar shown because this lesson has only one written activity)
1. Preview Lesson 10 in the textbook/workbook.

2. Watch Video Lesson 10.

3. Complete Lesson 10 written work.

4. Explain what you learned and preview the next activity (Lesson 11 Day 1).

Answer Key

Because some activities require students to compose sentences, paragraphs, letters, essays and such,
“Answers may vary” precede such sample compositions. The samples provided are simply for
comparison and reference.



Lesson 19 — Action Verbs in Action  {5&

An action verb is a word that shows the action of the subject. Itisa
tool to communicate effectively with the reader. Choosing an
appropriate action verb is important in communicating in written
language.

Using creative action verbs makes your sentences more interesting
and more effective. A specific action verb will communicate more
meaning and help create descriptive sentences.

Less descriptive: | gave her the paper and walked back to my seat.

More descriptive: | tossed her the paper and strode back to my
seat. (See how this sentence conveys a more specific attitude than the
first sentence?)

Action Verbs in Action a N\
' ?
Look at the examples below and Did ci?uu Lnot]
_notlce how each sentencg IS Just because a certain action verb
improved by the new action verb. seems to fit in a sentence and

cover the basics of what you are

trying to say does not mean it is
| sat down at my desk. always the best choice.

| plopped down at my desk. K /

| looked at the bow! of peas.
| grimaced at the bowl of peas.

Mark gave a sigh and put his backpack on his bed.
Mark heaved a sigh and threw his backpack on his bed.



Ruthie walked along the path and pulled at her dog’s leash.
Ruthie strolled along the path and tugged at her dog’s leash.

Lesson 19 — Action Verbs in Action

An action verb is a word that shows the action of the subject. Itisa
tool to communicate effectively with the reader. Choosing an
appropriate action verb is important in communicating in written
language.

|7©‘ Complete each sentence with an action verb.

1. The boy the ball to his friend.
2.1 into the pool and splashed around.
3. Yesterday, Michaela down to the lake.
4. The girl in the bright sunlight.
5. these bags and put them in the car.
6. Alaya a portrait as a gift for her mother.
1. me back my book right now!
8. She as she crossed the street.
9. The wires the speaker to the sound system.
10. The glass after the rock hit it.

11. The student her paper on the teacher’s desk.
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12. At the pool yesterday, | my friend Scott.

Lesson 19 — Action Verbs in Action

An action verb is a word that shows the action of the subject. It is a tool to communicate
effectively with the reader. Choosing an appropriate action verb is important in
communicating in written language.

g /s The sentences below are fragments since they contain no action verbs.
|= | Rewrite them by adding action verbs so that each fragment becomes a
complete sentence.

1. My father the day off from work today.

2. You the cat before it ran away.

3. We to the store this afternoon to get ice cream.

4. Paxton his messy room after his mom told him to.

5. She the book back to me after borrowing it.

6. Snow the ground after the drop in temperature.

7. Shauna a big smile after the puppy curled up next to her.

8. The boys stones across the lake.

9. The beautiful music us during the recital.




10. The girl angrily into the room, frowning.

Lesson 19 — Action Verbs in Action

:5'& Beware! Dangerous Words Ahead! >

Some action verbs should be avoided in your writing because they are too
bland to properly describe action or they have been used too much in speaking
or writing and have lost their effectiveness. Some of these words are feel, get,
go, have, look, say, sit, walk, and want. When you are writing, use a
thesaurus to find words that are more descriptive.

Instead of...
[ feel
[
.
[ look
[ say

§ 1 1 1 1

Try one of these...

-

perceive, sense, consider,
appear, discern, touch,
stroke

~N

Y4

acquire, obtain,
apprehend, receive,
collect, gather

AN

[

depart, withdraw, advance,
proceed, journey, charge

~

-
-

glance, gaze, peek,
examine, ogle, consider,
observe, scan

J
N

-

utter, vocalize, shout,
mutter, mumble, declare,
respond, add




Lesson 19 — Action Verbs in Action

Some action verbs are not as descriptive as others because they can
have multiple meanings or have been used too frequently in speech
and writing. Avoid these in your writing.

The sentences below contain one action verb. Circle it and
s decide if it is boring or descriptive. If it is boring, write
N “B” in the blank; if it is descriptive, write “D.”

1. | got the special kind of peanut butter at the store.
2. He questioned the methods of his math workbook.
3. Look at the preview of this new movie.

4. The cat walked on top of the messy table.

5. The orange cones impeded the flow of traffic.

6. The miniature pony pranced around the yard.

7. The sunbeams radiated through the open window.
8. Sit down on that couch over there.

9. The little girls want a hippopotamus for Christmas.

10. I penned my thoughts in my journal.



11. The contestants ran as fast as they could.

12. She smacked the ball way out in center field!

Lesson 19 — Action Verbs in Action

An action verb is a word that shows the action of the subject. It is a tool to communicate
effectively with the reader. Choosing an appropriate action verb is important in
communicating in written language.

— The action verbs are missing in the sentences below. Of the two
2¢) options given for each sentence, circle the action verb that is more
LY ., el ey s
descriptive and write it in the blank.

1. My mom and | to the store earlier
today. walked / ambled
2. She at the fountain with mischief in her eyes.

gazed / looked

3. “Somebody kill that spider!” I

squealed / said

4. Exhausted, she right on the floor.
sat / flopped

5. What do you more than anything else?
desire / want

6. I timidly the newborn kitten’s soft fur as I held him.
stroked / felt

7.1 when the party begins, but she never responded.
asked / inquired

8. If you that Superman is better than Batman, you’re crazy.
think / conclude
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9. The group of boys was about the plot twist in the movie.
chattering / talking

10.He the piece of chocolate cake in one bite and licked his fingers.
devoured / ate

Lesson 19 — Action Verbs in Action

5'& Beware! Dangerous Words Ahead! >

Use a thesaurus to replace action verbs that are common or bland.
Remove this page and place it in your resource folder.

Common action verb: Eli walked down the aisle. Q' (boring and vague)

Better action verb: Eli strutted down the aisle. Ié (effective adjective)

Instead of... Try one of these...

4 )

o wen | wmp
\ J
4 )

[ hit | -y
\ J
4 )

ik |
- J
i 4 )

O smiled | mmp
11 \C J
4 )




e ) -

Lesson 19 — Action Verbs in Action

An action verb is a word that shows the action of the subject. Itisa
tool to communicate effectively with the reader. Choosing an
appropriate action verb is important in communicating in written
language.

4 Underline the verbs in the sentences. Then, look them up in a
:‘/ thesaurus and choose a verb that is more expressive. Rewrite the
paragraph using the verb you chose. More is not always better.

Something pulled at the end of Mona’s fishing line. She pulled
back. Then, the fish pulled back. Quickly, Mona reeled in her catch.
She yanked and pulled until finally she saw her big catch on the
shore!

12
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Lesson 19 — Action Verbs in Action

An action verb is a word that shows the action of the subject. It is a tool
to communicate effectively with the reader. Choosing an appropriate
action verb is important in communicating in written language.

—f On the lines below, write a few sentences about your favorite
El sport or game using descriptive action verbs. Circle each
action verb that you use.

14
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D Lesson 37 — Persuasive Paragraph
Brainstorm

Persuasive writing convinces a reader using facts and examples to support an opinion.

Not knowing what to write about can be frustrating and time consuming. Selecting a
topic based on your prompt using certain tools will make this step in the writing
process a manageable task.

Brainstorming is an effective tool to use when choosing a topic. Start by
f brainstorming a broad range of ideas, and then narrow your ideas to a single
topic.

Read the prompt. Then, brainstorm your ideas using the graphic organizer and
choose a topic.

What is the best month of the year? Why? Write a persuasive paragraph to detail your
answer.

Make a list of your favorite days of the week. /

Next, choose three days from the list and record them in the boxes below.

Finally, eliminate two days and record your final choice in the box below. This
will be the topic of your paragraph.

15



@ Lesson 37 — Persuasive Paragraph
Organize

It is very important to plan before you write. Your plan will help you to continue
in the direction that you want your writing to go and avoid getting off topic. A
plan provides you with a solid foundation of content that, when organized, will
create the framework of your writing.

You need to plan your opening sentence, several supporting sentences (the details
and examples that make up the body of your paragraph), and your closing
sentence. Your plan should be written in phrases and simple terms that can later

be put into sentences.

Use the graphic organizer to plan your paragraph.

X% Write the ideas for your opening sentence to introduce your topic and captivate your reader.

Write details to support your topic. Then, write an example for each detail.

i/

20z
Write the ideas to conclude your paragraph and bring it to a successful close.

_—

" O

C‘
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® Lesson 37 — Persuasive Paragraph
Draft

Drafting is the simple process of taking the ideas from your plan and converting
them into sentences. At this stage in the writing process, it is acceptable to focus
on communicating your ideas effectively rather than trying to perfect your

writing.

Can you

Sample from today’s video lesson: .
convince me?

O ) December best month

D | Weather and temperatures

E | Cold, snow, ice

E Christmas, food, presents, decorations, birthday

December is the best

D | Holiday celebrations
C

=

December is the best month of the year. The weather is absolutely delicious. |
love the cold temperatures, and there is often snow and ice. There are also
celebrations in December. There are presents for Christmas and lots of food and
decorations. Of all the months in the year, December is my favorite.

Draft your paragraph using the information in your plan.
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/ Lesson 71 — Expository Essay
Revise Sentence Structure
Revision is the process of taking what you have written and making changes in
order to make your writing more effective. Using stronger verbs, replacing words,
or simply changing sentence structure can improve communication.

Remember, you do not have to change everything you have written. Simply make
changes, where necessary, to improve your paragraph.

DRAFT
| can call them. | can send texts. There are chat apps,
too. I can even Skype.

B
REVISED DRAFT
| can call them, send texts, or even Skype at the drop of a
hat.

Revise your draft. Start by reading your draft out loud, touching each word as you
read. Search for opportunities to add or change words, phrases, or sentences to improve
your writing.

Reading your draft out loud and touching each word as you read will help
you revise more effectively.

e Touching each word will help you focus on one thing at a time.
e Additionally, you might notice things you didn’t see before when you
hear yourself read.

Read your draft aloud, touching each word as you read.

|:| Revised sentence structure
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