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Assessment 8 – Complex Sentences & Complex Sentences and Avoiding Sentence Errors 

(Lessons 11-12) 

A. Write “IC” on the lines below the clauses that are independent clauses and “DC” on the 

lines below the clauses that are dependent clauses.  

1. Even though I don’t enjoy public speaking, I can do it for school.   

    _____     _____ 

2. If you cheat on the test, you will get in trouble.  

        _____   _____ 

3. My mom sunbathed in her lawn chair while I cannonballed into the pool.  

    _____               _____ 

4. When I was a kid, I dreamed of being a space cowboy.  

       _____          _____  

5. My favorite season is spring because all the beautiful flowers are in bloom.  

   _____     _____ 

 

B. Read the paragraph below. Underline all the complex sentences.   

My family and I went to a water park during summer vacation. We have gone to this water 

park before, but we were all excited. My parents packed snacks, sunscreen, towels, and many 

other things for the trip. We left early the next morning. When we arrived at the park, we 

lathered ourselves in sunscreen. After that, the fun began. My brother and I sprinted towards 

the playground. My parents strolled to the lazy river. We splashed and played for hours and 

hours. I was waiting in line to go down a massive slide when rain poured down suddenly. A 

voice over the loudspeaker gave a sad announcement. The pool would be closing because of the 

bad weather. Thunder boomed, lightning crashed, and rain poured as we walked to our car. My 

dad joked that we could go swimming in the rain if it kept falling so fast. We all laughed and 

smiled at the joke. Even though some unexpected things happened on the trip, I still had fun. I 

will never forget the trip. 
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C. Combine the simple sentences below into complex sentences. Create one sentence with 

the pattern IC DC. Create the second sentence with the pattern DC, IC.  

1. Eric needs new shoes. His old shoes have a hole in the toe. 

IC DC: _______________________________________________________________________ 

DC, IC: ______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Bonnie had a wonderful time at the lake. She got a sunburn all over her face. 

IC DC: _______________________________________________________________________ 

DC, IC: ______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Kiesha took out the trash. Her mother told her to.  

IC DC: _______________________________________________________________________ 

DC, IC: ______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Jacob won’t be able to play on the basketball team. He broke his ankle. 

IC DC: _______________________________________________________________________ 

DC, IC: ______________________________________________________________________ 

5. Taylor looked out the window. The plane soared into the sky.  

IC DC: _______________________________________________________________________ 

DC, IC: ______________________________________________________________________ 

6. Tanner brushed his teeth. He went to bed.  

IC DC: _______________________________________________________________________ 

DC, IC: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

D. Correct the fragment below by correctly combining the sentences into a complex 

sentence. You may have to reword or rearrange the sentence.  

1. Although the movie received bad reviews. I really enjoyed it.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

E. Correct the run-on sentence below by correctly combining the sentence into a complex 

sentence. You may have to reword or rearrange the sentence. 

1. I don’t know what happened that night I wasn’t there. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Unit One Comprehensive Assessment (Lessons 2-22) 

Circle the letter next to the correct answer.  

1. Which sentence uses a misplaced prepositional phrase? 

A. With long legs, Danny watched the spider crawl.  

B. The internet contains much information in its databases.  

C. Green tea with honey is a popular drink.   

D. After the flood, many houses were ruined.  

 

2. Ideas for my essay escaped me, so I blankly stared at the page. 

What type of sentence is this? 

A. Simple  

B. Compound 

C. Complex 

D. Compound/Complex 

 

3. ____ are words used to move smoothly between thoughts, sentences, and paragraphs.  

A. Compound sentences 

B. Transitions 

C. Adjectives 

D. Action verbs 

 

4. The Olympic swimmer from Germany___ failed in his attempt to win the gold medal.  

Which of these adverbs would fit best in the sentence above?  

A. harshly 

B. unfortunately 

C. thankfully 

D. No adverb is necessary.  
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9. Which of the following sentences uses an unclear subject? 

A. There are many fun things to enjoy in a park. 

B. This lack of respect for elders is a major social problem. 

C. We gathered information from books and magazines. 

D. That escaped horse, however, soon proved to be a problem. 

 

10. Which of the following sentences uses the most quality action verb? 

A. AJ walked aimlessly across the street. 

B. AJ walked across the street. 

C. AJ meandered across the street. 

D. AJ stepped across the street. 

 

11. A(n) ____ contains an independent clause and a dependent clause. 

A. simple sentence 

B. compound sentence 

C. complex sentence 

D. compound-complex sentence 

 

12. Antonia delivers newspapers every afternoon. The weather can be extremely hot or bitterly 
cold. But she delivers the papers nonetheless. 

What error does this excerpt contain? 

A. It contains a misplaced modifier. 

B. It contains an unclear subject. 

C. It contains a sentence fragment. 

D. There is no error in this excerpt. 

 

13. Which of the following sentences uses an appositive correctly? 

A. Mr. Whitaker faced the orchestra, the conductor. 

B. Mr. Whitaker the conductor faced the orchestra. 

C. The conductor Mr. Whitaker faced the orchestra. 

D. Mr. Whitaker, the conductor, faced the orchestra. 
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18. The children shouted and cried as they hugged their puppy. 

Which of the following adjectives would best modify “puppy”? 

A. new 

B. fresh 

C. unexpected 

D. recent 

 

19. Which of the following sentences uses a gerund? 

A. Exercising a few times a week is good for overall health. 

B. I liked both cars, so I had trouble making a choice.  

C. Frank Gilbreth, the author, took his book on tour. 

D. Our teacher began to call us in from recess.  

 

20. Audrey was overwhelmed. She had a history test to study for. ___, her English project was 

due soon, and she had barely started.  

Which of the following transition words would be best to use in the second sentence?  

A. First 

B. Additionally 

C. Even though 

D. Before 

 

21. I strained to lift the dumbbell, but it’s weight proved too much.  

What type of common problem is found in the above sentence? 

A. Pronoun/antecedent agreement 

B. Subject/verb agreement 

C. Homophone error 

D. Don’t/doesn’t problem 
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26. ____ are not always necessary if the action verb is strong. 

A. Adjectives 

B. Action verbs 

C. Adverbs 

D. Prepositional phrases 

 

27. There is no good reason for the exclusion of women in the sciences. 

What error does this excerpt contain? 

A. It contains a misplaced modifier. 

B. It contains an unclear subject. 

C. It contains a sentence fragment. 

D. No error is present in this excerpt. 

 

28. In which sentence do the pronoun and antecedent agree? 

A. Dimitri prepares meals for his younger siblings. 

B. Father shooed us out of their office. 

C. The group slowly climbed the stairs, clutching her belongings. 

D. None of these pronouns and antecedents agree.  

 

29. A(n) ____ contains two or more independent clauses.  

A. simple sentence 

B. compound sentence 

C. complex sentence 

D. compound-complex sentence 
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Assessment 18 – Persuasive Business Letter (Lessons 48-56) 

Circle the letter next to the correct answer.  

1. What is the purpose of persuasive writing? 

A. To showcase your knowledge of a certain topic 

B. To inform your reader about a certain topic 

C. To communicate a personal story to your reader 

D. To convince readers to agree with your opinion or to take action 

 
2. What is the correct order of the letter format? 

A. Heading, Date, Inside Address, Body, Closing, Salutation, Signature  

B. Heading, Date, Inside Address, Salutation, Body, Closing, Signature 

C. Heading, Date, Salutation, Inside Address, Body, Closing, Signature 

D. Date, Heading, Salutation, Body, Inside Address, Closing, Signature  

 
3. ____ is a persuasive technique that is used to convince the reader that an opinion/action is accepted 

by everyone else.  

A. Appealing to reader’s feelings 

B. The salutation 

C. Using strong, decisive words 

D. The bandwagon effect   

 
4. Which of the following persuasive sentences appeal to the reader’s feelings?    

A. Everyone knows that drinking 8 glasses of water a day is the best healthy habit.  

B. You should sign this petition to get new park equipment. 

C. My sister is in a wheelchair. Because there is no ramp in school, going to school is a frustrating 

experience. A ramp should be built so entering and exiting school is easier.  

D. I was fascinated by the ferocious lions and majestic tigers at the zoo.  

 

5. Which of the following would be the audience of a business letter? 

A. an official or formal person in an organization 

B. a cousin you do not know very well 

C. a grandparent 

D. a neighbor 

To complete the assessment, complete the Persuasive Business Letter writing prompt on the following page. 
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Assessment 18 – Persuasive Business Letter  

 
 
 
 

 Your favorite restaurant has announced that it will 
discontinue your favorite meal. Write a business letter to the 
restaurant’s manager persuading them that discontinuing the 
meal would be a poor decision and that they should keep it.  

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

CHECKLIST 
 

Revised word choice  
Revised sentence structure 
Checked transitions 

 
 
 
 
 
    

CHECKLIST 
 

Corrected capitalization errors   

Corrected punctuation errors 
Corrected spelling errors 

5. Edit and publish your final draft. Copy your revised draft to a 
clean sheet of paper. Correct all capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling errors. 

1. Read the prompt. Then, brainstorm your ideas on a clean sheet of 
paper and choose a topic. 

2. Plan and organize your thoughts using graphic organizer(s). 
(Additional graphic organizers available in the Assessment/Resource Booklet.) 

3. Draft your paragraph on a clean sheet of paper using the 
information in your plan. 

4. Revise your draft. Start by reading your draft out loud, touching 
each word as you read. Search for opportunities to add or change 
words, phrases, or sentences to improve your writing.  
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Unit Two Comprehensive Assessment (Lessons 23-75) 

Circle the letter next to the correct answer. 

1. What is the correct order of the Writing Process? 

A. Brainstorm, Organize, Draft, Revise, Final Draft 

B. Brainstorm, Revise, Organize, Draft, Final Draft 

C. Draft, Organize, Brainstorm, Revise, Final Draft 

D. Brainstorm, Draft, Organize, Final Draft, Revise 

 

2. The three main parts of a paragraph are ____.  

A. ideas, details, support 

B. opening sentence, body, closing sentence 

C. explanation, persuasion, description 

D. words, sentences, punctuation 

 

3. What two things are necessary to know before you start to write any type of composition?  

A. First and second draft  

B. Audience and purpose 

C. Setting and dialogue 

D. Opening and closing 

 

4. Correctly format the following dialogue: 

Words Beau said: Do you promise to play fair? 

A. "Do you promise to play fair”? asked Beau. 

B. “Do you promise to play fair? asked Beau.” 

C. "Do you promise to play fair,” asked Beau. 

D. "Do you promise to play fair?” asked Beau. 

 

5. ____ writing tells a story that includes events, characters, and dialogue.  

A. Narrative 

B. Expository 

C. Persuasive 

D. Descriptive   
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11. Persuasive writing ____. 

A. communicates a personal experience to your reader 

B. often uses sensory details throughout the composition 

C. attempts to convince the reader to agree with your opinion 

D. is the type of writing least used in European schools 

 

12. The body of a paragraph…  

A. supports the topic sentence with details and examples.  

B. is the first sentence.  

C. is the purpose for writing.  

D. is the last sentence.  

 

13. Adrian wants to write a letter to convince his English teacher to help him start a Poetry Club. What 

type of letter should Adrian write?  

A. A narrative letter 

B. A persuasive business letter 

C. An exposiory personal letter 

D. A descriptive business letter 

 

14. Which of the following topic sentences would best open a persuasive paragraph?  

A. Fall is a beautiful season.  

B. Yesterday, my family and I went boating on the lake. 

C. The creation of rock n’ roll music influenced modern music in many ways.  

D. Exercising regularly is something everyone should do. 

 

15. The main idea of an essay is communicated in the ____. 

A. topic sentence 

B. thesis statement 

C. hook 

D. closing sentence 
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Read the following paragraph: 

I moved through the double doors in a haze, scarcely believing the towering stage in the middle 

of the arena would soon host my favorite band. My cousin and I navigated the maze of filled and empty 

seats, searching for JJ27 and JJ28. I had barely settled into the plush red seat before the lights both 

dimmed and flickered. I leapt to my feet and cheered as the band took center stage. Pounding basslines 

and incredible melodies soon filled the air. I danced and swayed along with the rest of the crowd. The 

man next to me didn’t seem thrilled to be there. The music ended all too soon, but the night wasn’t over. 

My cousin and I had VIP tickets, and we were about to meet our harmonious heroes. 

 

21. What type of writing is this paragraph? 

A. A summary 

B. Expository writing  

C. A personal narrative 

D. Compare and contrast writing 

 

22. Which of the following sentences should be deleted to make the paragraph flow better? 

A. I leapt to my feet and cheered as the band took center stage.  

B. The man next to me didn’t seem thrilled to be there.  

C. Pounding basslines and incredible melodies soon filled the air. 

D. The music ended all too soon, but the night wasn’t over. 

 

23. Which of the following details could be added to make the paragraph better? 

A. The name of the arena in which the band performed 

B. The name of the band 

C. What the man next to the speaker looked like 

D. The cousin’s name 

 

24. Which of the following sentences would be the best closing sentence for this paragraph? 

A. I almost passed out from all the excitement.  

B. The VIP tickets were very expensive.  

C. At that moment, I knew that this would be the best night ever.  

D. This night was much better than the time that I got lost in the zoo.  

 

SAMPLE



UNIT TWO COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT 

76 

Unit Two – Composition Assessment 
Persuasive Essay 
 
 
 
 

 Parents and other adults often dismiss video games. They claim that such 
games are wastes of time that provide no benefit to the player and may 
even cause health problems, unlike books and other “wholesome” 
entertainment. Do video games deserve this stigma? Are they better, worse, 
or no different from other forms of entertainment? Write an essay that 
convinces your reader to agree with your opinion on the topic. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

CHECKLIST 
 

Revised word choice  
Revised sentence structure 
Checked transitions 

 
 
 
 
 
    

CHECKLIST 
 

Corrected capitalization errors   

Corrected punctuation errors 
Corrected spelling errors 

5. Edit and publish your final draft. Copy your revised draft to a 
clean sheet of paper. Correct all capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling errors. 

1. Read the prompt. Then, brainstorm your ideas on a clean sheet of 
paper and choose a topic. 

2. Plan and organize your thoughts using graphic organizer(s). 
(Additional graphic organizers available in the Assessment/Resource Booklet.) 

3. Draft your composition on a clean sheet of paper using the 
information in your plan. 

4. Revise your draft. Start by reading your draft out loud, touching 
each word as you read. Search for opportunities to add or change 
words, phrases, or sentences to improve your writing.  
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