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CHAPTER T

Engaging Our
Post-Christian Culture

“...as a socicty we are in the midst of
scculirization, and therefore we are an utrerly
irtcconcilable mix of rival views of the universe,
of hwman nature and the human good. . .
The culture wars are cosmological wars.™

— Bl s WA kLI

“When we American college weachers cncounter
religious fundamenealists, we do not consider
the possibility of reformulating our own
practices of justification so as to give more
weight to the autharity of the Christian
scriptures. Instead, we do our best to convinee
these students of the benefits of secularization.
Rather, I think these students are lucky to find
themselves under the benevolent Herrschaft of
people like me, and to have escaped the grip of
their frightening, vicious, dungerous parents,™

— R ary Roviry

COUNTERING CULTURE
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4h

mether'’s war-stained berrer describes whae hap-
pened when her daughter went off o colieges "Our
daughter was rised in Christian schools and in a
Chuiscian home wlere we tught her Christian values
and morals, .. Two yeurs au of high school —-ar 20
vears olil. she enrolled w0 the Elndversing
Unfirtunately she was overwhelmed by the protessors
and bt‘,_f-',iil'l o believe ¢her }1hii4.‘l.¢nphics. ... and has
rurned her back on wl that she balisved 07

How rragict Yoo dos one example represents a
arowing rend: Kids caised in Chagtian homes lose
their faich while ateending college, Whar causea 2 brighe
voung woman o turn her ek an all she has heen

taught ro believe for 20 years? James Dohzan and

Gary Bauer hive an

| POHROMICIES 08 answen [0 why a onee
From the fiacharites, laithlul collegy seu-
whe wnderstood the times || deot would tum her
and Buete what foeel
shonld do: 200 chiefs
withr afl their kissmen
under command.

Dack an Chris In
Ueerir boal., Clifadvn
e Aisk, Dabsory andd
Baver write, " Mothing

shert of & geuar Civil
War of Values rages roday throughoue Nocth Amenica,
Two sides with wasth differing and incomgpilble
wotldviews are locked 1o g bicter confhict duat perme-

ates every bevel of sociery ™ They go on ro deseribe the

weesenr civil war as o strueele “for the learts
faln

minds of peaple. [cis a war over ideas,”

The centerpicee of the conflict s the Burle
berween compering worldviews, The Christian world-
view sranels an one side while on the oer are e
hmanistie worldviews which can be divided inw
three hanches: Secular Tomamam, Postmodern
Margisin, and Cosmic umanism {including New
Age panrheism and Nea-pamantsm). :";Irhmlgh tEwese

thice warldviews do nor agree in every decail, chere i

e

une point en which they unanimaously coneur-- chey
oppose blblical Curiseiniy,

“Someday soen,” Dobisan and Baver nore, “a win-
ner [in che bartle for learts and minds] will emerpe
and o loser will Gude from memory, For now, the
outcome 15 very moch b daub.™ Lo order ro swrvive
on the froar lines. much less emerge vicrorions,
Christians must mime e anciem ribe of Tsachar
which led che naton of lsragd because they had an
vnduerstanding of che times wnd kneve what they oughr

w do (see 1 Chroomicles 12:32),

SALTY CHRISTIANS

As with the lsraclites conrurics ago, there s a need for
fairhful peaple roday ro undersrand the times in which
they live. The lare theolagian and philesepher Francis
Schaefer ohserved, “The basic problem of the
Cheistions in this counrry referring o che United
Stutes of America i rhe mid-1980'%] in the last cighey
veurs of $o... 18 thar they have seen things in bits and

Y

pieces instead of totals.™  Schactfer suggess thar mosc
Chiristians view their lives as a see of iselared, inde-
pendent areus which do nar necessarily inreracr with
each another, They fail o see how cheir belict in God
andl the Bible imerrelares with their persanal, social,
andl cormmunity lives, and rhey de nor underscand or
act as il Christianity is 3 taral world and life view.
Tliwre wre ac lease twa consequences of this "bi
and plece” focus, First, we have nar understood che
,'_.'LTiptl_Lmi admonition o dl.'.‘.".'l:'.]rrp a rotal Christlan
nind. RBecall that Jesus’ Grear Commandment in
Marthew 22:37-38 ncledes loving God with our

minds ns weli as ouwr hewrts. The failure oo heed bach

asprots af this command has led w an intellecreally
anemnic Christianicy, Crearge harna explaing che resule

o this anti-inrelecoual appraach, “Withear a kiblical
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iftartHEw 22:37-38

s He [fesus] sard ta i, “You shall love the Lord
b oyenr God with all your beart, with ol your

: souel, and with all your mind. This is the
grearest and siost important cononandment.”

wotldvicw, all the greer reaching soes in ane e and
oer Cha orbrer, There o mo ineelleciual prgs .. tlhe
trind of thy ndividual 1o lang these weuths on. 5o
they just pass through, They dont stick. They dont
ke a dilference,™ Mo wender mese Christians can't
eemernlier on Monday wehut clie sermon was abouoe che
tlay [refesred

second. 2 Chic and piece” focus causes many
Chosons e male a distiction beoween whar s
“sacredd” (oo, Bible stodw, praver, church arrendance,
and lite

“seculwr {vncatian, political invalvernent, edovation,

wirnessiny| other  arcas  af AL it
pycholagy, e Thinking  abeuwr lite 30 dhis
sucredisecular dichoamy has resutred e the clurch
rencrally withdrawing from those sras considered
|.'IL' .'{l:;r_'|1|'.1|'. ']'|!':'l.~. '\.'.-'i.l,l'ld[..l.".'\r':_'ll |,1_'g-' (_:]:l'i..}il_i_;l.l'l:i 11ct1'|11“:.'
hegan o the mid- L0 and aceelerated i che carly
twenticth contury s the hurch abasdoned fst one
aren b prallic Lile and then another, Those wich a
Luemianistie worldviews Far removed from ce biblical
Christian perspeetive, Blled 1the void o the pulbiic
arena ledl by Chriscians,

Tl sesules of chis shift o worldview have heen

the demise of borh puldic and privare morals, a

delsasemenr of Luw and palirics. an nodenmining o

Author Heather MacDonald notes
simply that we are now living under
a heavy “burden of bad ideas.”

cdwearional values, and rhe carruprian of media and
popular culoere, Owver the past rwe decades, soverd
authors butve nared the rapid decline af pur societys
soul. Chuck Colsoer, Prosident of Prison Fellowsliip,
descriles o social decline g an :'l.]_':ll'_‘h]'l'_l'.l_(_":]_il]g StOrm
seachy plonge owe culuwre ioto 2 new Dark Age” Judece
Fbserr Bewk sugprests that owe mution bus becorne ke
a beast heading wwand 2 modern-day Gomaoreah”
And uarhior Heather MacDonald noces simply thacwe
are o Tivieg wnder o heavy “burden of bad ideas.™

In conrease ro the way many Christiang approach
life caday , Jesus raughe char the church oughe w have
an upbwilding and enlighrening influence on sociey
fsee Matthew 9:13)0 With the remevad af a distinetly
Chrisrian influenee in arcas of public concern, the
oucamne has been an increasingly tasteless and dack

sacivy-—-as evidenced cvery day on the ews, The

amitcdore s rhar =

MAarivew 5:13

Yo are the salr of the earth,
Bt if the salt should lose ies
taste, how can it be made
selry? Its 1o fonger good for
anydhiing but vo be thrown
out aid rnpled on by men.

Clirisrians napwed
o nepice our
v e "l
o
e feus
with w beoader
I.1I1Lli.'1'$LilI1i.“]if_.{

and applicarion

of che ol pic-
e of Biblical oruch.

[0 was Gods intene 2l aleng thar man sheuld
apply nghresus principles woevery aren af dife, After
createng, Adam and Eve, God inseruces them o hawe
demtiniee vt all livieg, cozaores (see Genesis 1:26-280—
hisrorically eelernd oo as the Colacal Connnission,
Clck Calsen send Nangy Pearcey comnrent, Ui
the sinth dave G Tias dene e work of creation
chircveli B e he creanes the frest human bcing&
and tnders theer e carry on where he leaves of i They
s e e Dis o and e have domianion §Gen, 1:26).

Erons dheo v, the developaiene of the creation will be

{OUNTERING CULTURE 3
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Chuck Colsoa's O major cany e peblic
life came az the 29 year-old manager af the
950 Calikurnia senate canypaign for

Congressmoan Richard Nixao, bore than

Fappened thae mooring. He had been o the
Whiee Flouse many rinaes since resigning
framy the presidencial staff, Why had {Dan]
Rarher decided to sk adaone ehis particular

e decades of unflinching lovaler o dhe —
mum whe became the 36ch presidenc of the CHUCK
United Stares brought him te the forefeont of the
Wiarergate crisis—and to the frondiines af Americs’s spini-
tual bactle. Tn 1974, his newfound Faidh led him firsc
prison and then to begin one of the mest pewerfol

prisony ininistries in U5, history. During che pass 30
wears, he alst hag become a leading spokesperson for bib-
bical worldview thinking. through both his writiog (such
as Harr Moww Shafl We Lipe?) and his “Breakpoint” daily
radic progrant. Taken feomn the 2003 bicgraphy Charler
Cofror: A .5!:}]:[-' pfﬂmwa; Cnra'rrP;ia::J el Rn-e.l'ln'm!urfd:.r by
Jobin Perry {Broadiman & Helman Pablishers), the Fol-
lowring excorpt reflects Colsons couragenus defense of the
Gaich Feom hiis cacbiest days s a Clirgstian.

Just before lunch die svrtchboand o Dickseein, Shapivo
Bz Morin sprang w life, Every reporier in Washinguon, it
seemed, waried a staeement from Chuck Cotson, This
wis what happened every e some big announcement
was made. Ar fase Colson thoughe, the fdicteas frave
[yprhhlg f.{??'m:g.'r!.

The firse call ke rock wes from Alde Beclman,
WWashivgron bureru chief of the Chivage Trifuae. There
were reports on the news wires abour Colson accending a
prayer mecting at the White House, and Cobson and
Hugher becoming friends, "And then there’s semerhing
else here about your having faund religion.”

Cﬂlsﬂn“ﬁ ﬁ]cﬂ: ﬂushcd "-"l'il.'h ﬂl]gcr. “h'{':n' T‘:I;gi.f}ﬂ ]IS n'l.}"
oy buasines: and U'm ner aboue o walk abour i in che
pubic pross.”

“Jerry Warnen aonoanced it Te's aleeady pubbic ™

As ealls poured in, Colsen asked his secrerary o
make 2 biss of them. Then he thowghs sbout what had

visic? Why hadn’t Warcen brushed the ques-

CULSON Lo axide?

Colson bricfly supposed it could be s ane-in-a thou-
sand coincidence, buc chen hed anocher thoughe chis was
all Gods doing. He was retagaizing Chuelds commimmene
and at the same eime making sure be eonddn’t backerack
on it. Chock Colson was vow locked inte living his 1ife
for Jesus. He coulda't deny I, cooldn't soft-pedal it so he
did his best to explain i, calling back all she repores
anad eelling: ehemm he huad sceepred Christ,

Colsan offers these reflections
in the biography’s epilegue:

| can see the partern that God has wsed in oy life
aind the chings he's led we inte, And the one thing T can
pelb v . - ks thae T never planned any of chis our, | didnt
p]ﬂ.n CO SKATT & FCSUCFe s o:r tha born ng.!lll't o e, |
dide't plun 1o try and be the driviop ferce in getting
people to take up the gospel, sale and lighe In the form
of prizen minisry.

I wasn't the guy who sac dewn and thought, "You
know maybe some time we should srare tillding abour
Christian worldview because we live in an eea of 1adical
individialism and people need 1o be thinking abour
these things.” 1 dido't stracegize thae, [ juwse fele a eeal
hunger for ic, and sudied. it gready influenced by
Franeis Schaeffer. And [ stared o pick thac up adger
Schacfter died; it was just a oarural thing.

[t was a kind of oucgrowth of what I was doing, and
an ootlet for my own incelectual pursuis, And ver ic's
rurned our 1o be extremely timeky, coreainly after the rer-
rovist atracks of Seprember L1 [2001]: this is o wocklview
chash that we're in the middte of, the batde of worldviews
berwecn bskam and Cheistianin:

.r-\.-—‘}
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privecile social wad culeoral; I will be the work of

humans as they abey God's command o RIE and sub-
o the carely (Gen, 1:283.7

Lo tlae Lite of Dxandel dee che O0d Testinent, we fiml
an example of 4 man living, aur the Culroral
Coomnussion in the midst of a pagan colome. Danicl
was raned in orhe “language and lineraoiee of the
Babylonians™ (Daniel L), excelled in g high sovern-

nwene pesitian, aud wersainrained aostict desation 1o Ged,

STAYING OUT OF CAPTIITY

lie Seripaures warn ws noc to be taken ceprive Iy che

deveptive plalosephics pervading our cul-

;1]|].'. it Is ceincal Foe Chrisgian parents and weachers w
eftdow yriger preaple with protection ainst decep-
rive: philogophics, To ol not e prepaere che nexe gen-
eratioe, 10 understinid other worldviews sees them up
leor by cortain filure, Professor Williom MeGuiee
conducted  experiments w o study how studenss
respond when « persiastve spoakes ories o change
thetr minds tbour o conunenly held belief, The soudy
wsel as an esample the idea thar brushing werh b
good for oral health.” MeGnire found e studenes
whi were given oaly a geneeal verbal reinlorceimene of
whar I'|Z'I-L'"|." :ﬂl'c‘.:ldj.' Frexlicvesd  (ealled o "'(_'uucu]:n:
brsesd™ J—in cheis experiment, thie bruslling one's teeth

i il —were found to change theie minds in greater

ture (olossians 2:8). Whar males non-
Clinistian worldviews deceprive? A
deception s anvihing char pretends o he
the real g bac is non A deceprive
worldview locks good on the saeface, b
in Face does noc contorm v the way (hing,

acoalby wre. Tois o countefen af 1he neal

Sarnc Chrsians sist thar believers

should stick anlv o sdying the Bible and

COLossiaNs 28

Be careful that ne
pie takes Yot caplive
through philosophy
and empry deceir
based on buman
tradition, based on
thing, the elemental forcer
of the world, and not

barcedd orr Chriee.

swmbers thun those who were given
eleacly delineaced  reasons for refuting

arguments presend by che spealer,
The findings of dhis study paralicl

f

whar happens o many Christian voung
! L
prople wday. It Chrisrian ccens ate piven
anly i "concepe boasr” by thelt parsnis,
pastors, and vanrh leaders—ibue ey
shondd *believe in Gesd angd e Bilale™—
then when they ane conleonted in college

with perssasive wrgwments against believ-

nel waist tane becoming fniliae with
deceptive philosculies, Some cven use the s
thit LLA. Treasury agents supposedly are ratned o
spol connterleil currency by anabyzing enly 1eal bills.
Bt this s actually an wrban Jeaend. bnorealicy, agenis
livwe & lhuruug;h knowsdedge of Faled Bills as well, B
kinowing how w spor buth the ral and the o
leeie, they are not fooled when prosenoad with a cleverly
desivned fraud. Similarhy, Christians must be awasg
vac only of why a biblical Christinn worldvicw sepry-
senes the real thing, bur alsa of the carmucks of a Bilse
weapldwie

Bosides ]‘.lrin[,_t a need Bor e v ¢ hriad i JrUTEL L

img in Cid and the Bilde by articndace
non-Clirsae Liculty, these students are detenscless,
I centrast, students whe understond why wn-
Chrsen warldviows are fulse are able noc only o
withstieed attacks en their fuich, e alse are cquipped
t g on the ollemsive by using winning arguments of
their van, Adule Chriscians espericnee che same
thing, They become mnnudaced and afrad o speak
aut for what 15 mocal and coue becanse they are nat
sure whal o sy, how 1o say i or why their view

1 |ii."-i SUILEC.
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CHAPTER 1

HOW ARE WE DOING?

Christin students are especially vulnerable to being
captured by alien worldviews while arcending college,
UCLA has surveyed students anending universitics
and colleges across America and has found chac
beeween 34 and 3] peicent of the studenis who claim
to be “burn again” as freshmen no Innger place them-
selves in thae categary by their senior year This is a
tremendous dropout re!

Evidently, we are nat preparing Christian young
people to fave the worldview challenges of a college
education. But what can account for a shift of this
magnitude away from Christianing? Which world-
views have the gremest ifluence during the ween
vears? To cxplore this issue, the Nehemizh Instiruce
developed a survey to determine the warldvicws of
high school students in five key areas: politics, educa-

and

social  issues

ten, cconomics, religion,
{PE.E.R.5.). This survey evaluates ehe degree ro which
the swedents  worldview  aligns  wich  biblical

Christianity. The instrument yields a score from neg-
avive one hundred to pusitive one hundeed. A score in

the 70 to 100 range means a student s answering the
quesnans 1n bine with an essendably bibdical Chrstaan
viewpnin. Students who score between 30 and 69 are
embracing a more moderace Christian worldview and
conld well mave away frem a biblical vicwpoint an a
number af key issucs if presented with persuasive
areuments. From O 1o 29, cthe student is thinking like
a Secular Hemantst in che majority of key areas, Even
thaugh studenrs in this range may say chey have a love
for Jesus in cheir hearts, they are approaching lile’s
major issies as pracuicing acheists, A student with i
scere of less than zero Is responding to the questions
as 2 nlaeeisr-leninisc!

Chriseian srudents in over 45 siares have talen the
BE.E.R.S, survey since 1988, and cheir average scores
shove i steady decline. Far Christians from evangelical
churches who also arrended public schaals. the scor:
in 1991 was 33, barely in the moderawe Chnstan cat-
egury. By 20071, the averape tor the same group had
dropped ta 8.2—a strong Secular Humanist position.

Stop and lec char sink in 2 minuce. Our best and
brightest Christian youth acoually are thinking like

atheists whene it comes o the major moral, social,

‘DO CHRISTIAN STUDENTS HAVE A CHRISTIAN WORLDVIEW?

Christiuns in
public school
i Rofing Scole: 70-100 = Biblical Christion worldyiew

‘Enn e —

| 90

9 Y 1991 2001 1988 1998 1988 1998

5 40 l_j—

= 50 R ja |
= : : 4 |
é:‘g — [

9 A T T —
= 20 & fl : 1 : H -
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Christians in
tradifional Chrishan school

30-5% = Moderate Christian view ﬂ-!_‘?_: Serulor Hurmanist view

Christigns in worldview-
ariented Christion school

« 0 = Morxist-Leninrst view |

AN
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palitical and educational lssucs of our day! Tf this
trend Contieeues, it is escimeoed that the church will
burew lust un enure generation of Christian vough by
the vear 2014,

LUnfortunarcly, studenrs arcending “rradicional™
Christian schoalzs do nor fir meuch bewer, A tradi-
cional Christan schaol is defined as ane which may
have clipel services, Bible clisses, and begin classes
with prayer bur does nat provide an intee-disaiplinary
watldview approach in every subject. From an average
high of 47.2 in 1988, student scores fell w 297 by
1998, Ondy in Christian schools char emphasize a
worldview approuch in every dass was chere 1 gain
over this same ten-vear pecod. from 61.2 0 677

1lw resules of che PEERA. survey rell 1s qwo
things. First, Christian studencs in evpical sdugational
settings fwhether government schoals or “toadivional”
Christian schools) are being influenced maore by seou-
lar culture than by a biblical wasldview, Second, when
presented with a wellsplanned approach w worldview
issucs, reens can crabeace and defend the biblical per-

spective on thase issies.

SPIRITUAL FOUNDATIONS

Ceorge Barna, in his bock Creperrion M, Dielps us
understand the yourh o whom we will soon catrust

the future of Western civilizarivn. B reports:

Bacanise the Bilibe and mwst reliions acrivigivs
aze tercten we them and saem iondevant i
'~'-'|1.II: “reatl e s oall '.l|‘luu|, Ihx'_\' J:ll;_'l'l.._l"i\.'l.'
ewr partllel words cocaising: the spazicaal,
5.I1'|F"I".Ll_'l.i-_".ll warll ol Condan Nkl [y
aid bl Gk I L= alt edicinus Tsuch
ano L, I'|'|L1I".L|i[_‘.'. |u-'-.-;, :'-uil.|1!. xuul l|1-,_' s

worhl, thi ane [|1-.'3' conlvalsin, wlhich deals with

the Tard sl ol duilv ivsne Tracdh mie be o
wollerlul canvept. bue many wens don's
have sofliciene isterest o such an " impreen
cd” or unredlistic concept t explore ic fuecher.
Millinee of those wihne olie Derve i Bisteress oo s
fatve e pladsaplviced, Susefivcrnel s grivi-
torerl fastmelintenine -t tade siecke aii eaplasrivn o

the st fovell [emiphasis addal

Barna concludes that even mnong those whoe have a
desite ta follow the eruch (which presumably weould
include ey of the vouth in our Christian haees
aned clinches) they do net have the “spirinual founda-
tions” on which to boild!  One Christian enllege
adimniscatar puc i this way: “Srudents come here
with & love For God Un their hearss, b their minds
thenk like pagans.” To reverse this disturbing ceend,
parcits, pastors, and yourh leaders must eeach the
nexe generanan how o think hiblically and how o
ke the fead in making pasitive changes In our cul-
re. Thar may menn garencs, pastacs, aond youth lead-
ers st themselves learn 1o counter cur cultare with

garelly Ensigh!

SETTIMNG CAPTIVES FREE

Mot only are we warned aboar falling victin w deceit-
ful philesophics. we alse are insrrucied 1o s Free
those wha bave been caprured by these same phitoso-
phics (2 Timochy 2:24-26)0 In 2 Corindhians 103,
Panl explaing haw 1o deo ghis. He tebls Christs followers
wr Codemalish aegiiments and  every high-mindcd
ching chu is taisud upragains w knowledge of God, eak-
ing every thotgho captive w the obedienee of Chrise”
The hest way to detnolish an argument 1s to paine
r Les incewssdstengive and ofler a becter ArgUmenL io

its place. Al nen-biblical worldviews have disciner

COUHTERING CULTURE ¥



CHAPTER |

weaknesses because they are our aof
svie wich ehe real waorld, Clnece these
wealinesses are broughe 1o light, they
can he conrrasred with the sirengeth of
the ablical posiden. In the INew
Testament, the Apesthe Faul provides
an cxcellent example of putting inte

prracrice whar he p]'L‘ﬁCl'IL'Ll..

- - - a0

— el

W demalish arguments aind
every high-rninded Hing that
is matsed wp agaist the

kenowledge of Cod, aking

. every shought eaptive to the
D pbeddionce of Christ,

|| Wihen she nociced an arcticle in dhe

bocal newspaper bishlshiing o proe-
| l [} - fad [y
posed seceducidon comiodum for dhe

loca! schools, she wrore a letter to the
editor expressing her opposicon o i,
providing 3 well-reasoned argumens
why reaching “safessex” rechaiques in

school was not in che best ineerest of

In Aces 17 we read thar upon
enrering Adhens, the intellectual and culnural cenrer af
the Roman Empire, Paul observed the pogan altars
and idals thar abounded in the city, As a vesalr, “his
spitic was greatly croubled” (v 10). Bar dnsiead of
ling, depressed and discouraged, aul wok acrion.

He “reasoned in che synagogue... wnd anthe macker-

] - | P‘I-ii{.’ﬂ.' '::"'-"f.:'llj' dil}' ..-:1
HONOTHY iEa-2G i
* Flie Lord’s stave must

wot quarrel, bur must be
gentle to everyone, able to
reach, and patient,
Finstriecting bis opponcis
with gentleness. Perbaps
Guod will grant then
repentance to knotw the
trieth. > Fhen they mmay
come fo their senses and
etcupe the Dewil’s trap,
having been caprured by

C D 1o dlo Bris werdh

those  wha

happened o he

i present (w17, The
sarnes should be e

e

tor Chuistians roday,
Whien we albseres mr
culture wid see bow
it 15 dominated by
secular and  pagan
worldvivws, v
shoulil feel connpelled
o roscue those Cip-
by

worldviews amd ruke

rred alien

APPrOPITALE ALtic.
Parul’s action was 2 “reasoned” dialogue—a public
diclrate, This canght the arrention of che ity leaders,
who doviied him e address thelr councel, MNever
underestiniale Cad's ahility ro use our efforts o
spread His traeeh, For insrance, a graduare from one of
Svmmit Mbustries summer loadership camps was

muotivited to wke an acrive rale in shaping society,

the students nor the community. This
caught the atlention of 4 busingssman who imiced
this young lady 1o present her views ro those in b
civic club. This. in wirn, led o orher invitations to
speak o other civic graups, On ane occaston, a state
senater atcending the meeting was 5o impressed thar
he asked her to testiby inthe ste capirel before a sub-
commirsee on education. All ol this from writing one
fencer!

It is worch noting that a5 Il srood betore the
leaders of Achens the first words oul of his mourh was
a compliment. He saied, *1 see tha vou are religious in
pvery respoce” (v 22), Instead of haranguing his audi-
ence For their false beliets, Paual steempts w gain dheir
ear. Tle was addressing the Epicurean and Sroic
philosephers, whese philosophies are comparable w
the atheists (Secalar Humanises and Postmodecnises)
and panchelsts [Casmic Humanests) of our day
Diwring Paul’s sprech. he demonstrues his bnowledge
of rhetr heliets by quoting from ther own authanies.
ln finding common ground between his worldview
arud thelrs, Panl acknowledges Codd's g-:.‘nf:mi revglarion
1o all men {Reomans B19-200 Every worldview has
smire poines of conmac with the way God bag made
the world: otherwise no one would believe i Tand
used chis o his advanrage, and smilarly, we need o
discern where a person’s beliefs interseet the truch and
use that knowledee 1o lead lim er her out of decep-
tin and inre the kght of God's rruch.

Faul hegins his apnlogeric by addrssing 1he quesnan
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PAUL'S SERMON TO THE ATHENIAN LEADERS

While Pouf wos waiting for them (Sios and Timathy] in Athens, his spirit was roublied within him when e sow thal the city was full of
idols. S he repsoned i the synogogue wilk the Jews and with thase who worshiped God, ond in the morketplace svery day with hose
wha huppened 1o be fere. Then afso, some of the Epicurean ond Sloic philusephers argued with him, Seme said, "What is this praudointel
lectuzl trying o sovd”

Others eeplied, "He seems Io be o preocher of toreign deflies”—because he was felling the good news abowt Jess and the vasumeciion.

They took him ond brought him to the Areapagus, and said, "May we learn obout Ikis new tecching you're speaking of2 For whei
you say sourds shangs 1o us, and we want In keow whet these ideos mean,” Mow ol the Athenians and the foreignets residiag fhere
spent their fime on nothing else but elling or heoring something new,
| Then Paul stood in the middle of the Areopages and said: “Men of Athens! | se that you are exiremely religious in every respect, For
os § wos possing thrcugh and observing the objects of your wership, | even foend on aliar on which was inscribed: TG AN UNKNOWN
GOD. Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this | procleim to yos. The God who made the wesld and everything in ii—He is ford of
heaven and earth and does not live in shrnes mode by hands. Meither is He served by human honds, o5 though He needed omyhing,
since He Himself gives everyone life ond breath and all things. Feom ane man He hos made every nafion of men & live oll over the sarth
and kos determined their appointed fimes and the boundaries of whete they live, s et they might seek God, and perhaps they might
reach out and find Him, though He is nat for from each one of us. For in Him we live and move and exist, s even some of your own poels

L sfong, on imoegs fashioned by humar art end imagination,

raising Him feom the decd.”

woman named Damaris, and others with |kem.

have said, For we are lso His affspring.’ Being God's offspring, then, we shouldn't think thol the divine nlure is like gald or sitver or

“Therefore, hovieg overlooked the fimes of ignorance, God now commands ofl people everywhere to repent, bacause He has set o
day on which He is geing to judge the world in righteousness by the Man He has agpointed. He hos provided proof of this to everyane by

When they heord abou! resurmecion of the dead, some banon 16 eidicule Bim, But cihers said, “We will hear vou obout this again”
So Paul went out from their presence. *Howewer, some men joined him and believed, among whom were Dionysius e Areopagite, o

af theology, "Whae abour God?™ Because Paud had
“lovked carefully” ar dheir religiows expressions and
understood their worldview, he found an opening for
the cruth. He pointed @ one of their aloes eccted
T AN UNEKNOWIN GO, and realized ehar
built into their beliet sysrem was an unanswered ques-
tion, “Whae iF chere is 1 Goad whan we dan’t ke
The Creeks had filled a pancheon with gods ta oversee
every conceivable sitnadon in life, Yer, even with
thowsands of zods. they feared thar some cod mishr be

left o So in order w cover thelr bases, they built ths

altar, Paul used their lack of knowledzc o cxplain thar
this “unknown God” s the Crearor of “the world [cas-
mes] and eeervihing oo and that He is “Lord of
liwwen and carch and does nor live in shrines made by
liands™ [

Epicureins’ pracrical atheism thae placed the “ends” in

24). This declararion counrers  the

another reabon, tnaceessible oo che maerial aniverse, [
also correcred the Seoics’ pantheistic belick thay the
vanous Greck gads refleceed differenr represenuiiions

of the "endd sonl”

Paul chen wrns fram theslogy o psycho]ugy

COUNTERING CULTURE @
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fhre Aerapofis i Athens, Greees remains faday near the site where Paul of
Farsus orgued the Yroth of Chrisiamity with Stoie ond Egicorean philasophers.
Wb abowe man®™). Fe declaces thar man reosees
“lile and hreath and al] things” from the ane Creatac
wnd that “rom ene man e [God] has mde every
mation of men...” {0 23260 The purpose of cach
mdividual, Paul continues, is w Sseek Cod and por-
laps ey might reach owr and fBad Him, though He
is not B fom each one of us™ (v 273 Then Paul
quores two Greek pacts who had weinen similac idess,
Epimenides, the 61l century BO philosopher has said,
“Far in Rim aee Lve wind aneee aoed exist” amd che Sooc,
Ararus, a poet who lad lived 300 yoar carlien wrote,
“Wie are also His oftspring™ (v 28, While rhuese com-
ments were artginally dircered toward Zews, nor
Yahweh of the Hebrow Senptares, Paul recognmed the
iheas expressed were essendally correct,

Be woy of applicaricn, Tanl chen savs. "Being,
Cod's offspeing, then, we shouldn't think that the
dreine mature is,, a0 image fshioned by human an
and jm;:gimtliml" (v, 290 Tl kaed just made i chear
chac che Athenians "unknown God™ was the ceaer
opposite af an idol—it was His skill char designed o
nor the ocher way srewel. That heing the case, Cood
calls all men ww repent beeanse “he has s g day oo
which He 15 going ro judge the weald i riglieans-
ness” (v 3 Faul makes the connection beiwern 1he

ology paycheloey and echics by prosensimg the neatiomn

thar Caod B bl e juse amd man s sintul and sepse-
L':'tn_'d ﬁ'mn f;:mi'}; |'ig|1tq‘uu.ﬁ|'|:'ﬁ£ :1]‘:11 L'lC-:l'lﬁ Li3] I'EPI.‘!I'IE l:}i"

his moral falings Clor an explanacion of chese ddeas.

see Paud's Terer to the Rorone, Chapree 3, verses 21-26)

Why should those liswening 1o Baul helivve chis
picrure of realitg? O Hene da 1 knena?™ s 2 ley question
ol philosephe) Fanl Aty e God “has provided
jront of this o everyone by rasing Him  Jesus] from
the dead”™ (v 311 As the capstone of Paul’s argument,
he appeals to the resurrection of Jesus {the cenral
isste in the worbdview carezory of historyl, His argu-
meret rests an x listarical eeenn validated b nwnenos
evewitnesses irhis is derailed in Taul’s account Found
e ¥ Comonthians 13:3-8)

These who heard Panl thar day responded in ane
of chree wavs: with contempe (probably  the
Epicureans becaase their worldview preciuded a boadd -
ily resurrection), comemyplaion MW wall bear you
aboue this agmin,” mos Jikely echocd by same of the
Stolcs). or commuirment Csome. . helieved ™ (e 32-
34y W can expect the sune rnge ol cesponscs as we
share with others chat Jesws 3 the Way, the Tenh, and

the Lite.

WIHAT iS5 THE FAMILY?

Wen it canmes o demalishing deceptone philoss-
phics, consider 2 conrengions question of our day:

Whar 15 o Fonly? A macional debare corrently rages

BIBLICAL VS, HURANIST |
IDEAS OF MARRIAGE

TR AR XX AR

Iinneca. MarsiaGe S0nE HUsaxisT Orrioass

10
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owver this issue. On one gside are the hoonanists who
define Fami]y i a way that is Quid wd Chélllg.t'i with
the times. They claim the biblically prescribed Eamily
fone man and anc woman marricd lor lile in onder to
establish a hame and radse children) is oot necessavily
the ooly way or even the best way 10 deline tarTIag e
and the family. In fact, both Secular and Cosmic
Humanists insiss that people should have the Freedom
to cstablish any kind of nirriage they desire—owo
ren living rogethet, two woinen together, or any
arher cambinagion of their choice,

Mroes the hiblical view ofler individuzls and snciery
A berrer answer w the “Wlhat is a famil”™ question?

liaes it have a bewer "7 with che real warld?

appeals to nawreal Taw as well as divine s v denon-
scrating, how a hiblical perspective offers the besc
course for life, As Chrisiians, we should be actively
persuading our friends and fellow gieens of e coach
of Ceod’s design Far life. As we do this, we we fulblling
Tesus" call o be “sale and light”™ 15 owr world,

FACING THE CHALLENGE

A the Aposcle Paul faced the religious worldviews
af s day, so Baithful and aware Christians muse Be
the false philesophics of our day. In the West, rhis

MIcans ﬂtcing humanism and pasmadernism i all

Mumerons social, psvclwlogical,
and demographic studies reveal
thar hushands, wives, and chil-
cdeen are all berter off emotion-
ally,  physically,  spiricually,

ceomwanically, and scademically

The heart of Christian theology is theism,
just as the heart of Secular Humanist
biology is evolution or the heart of
Cosmic Humanist ethics is relativism.

forms. Since rher
are Biblical and
praciical roasons
ro soudy arher
wotldvicws,

where shoeld we

begin? This st

when the waditional Eumily unic

i3 roainttined. The following are jusc rwe cxamiples

feom the many dhat could be cited:
'T: b gl

e Marred mochers ard
e

.
e 1)
[0 cXericngy
dameshic vialenes ss are never-marcied nhes,
¢ Teenagers from incace, mw- prarent Gumilus
have 2 M percent lower rare of sexual activity
chan cheic counrerparts living with o single,

divoreed. remarried, or cohabiting parent,'

The answer to che Ehmi]}-' quescion clearly is: “Yes, che
traclitional Eamily is besc bor individuals and for sociery,™”

As these stadsoes sugmest, gencrad revelartan (alsa
described as “natural faw™ e, whar we can discerm
from stnchnng the world around as) works o concert
watly Choel's sowcial revelaring Crhe Bildel e crecent o

consistear picwre of realing Thus, a Biblical worldview

provides an inreducrian e Secular Humaeist,

'—‘;I’ustmm{trn slarise, and Casmic Humnnist warld-
*___—'_l-_

toyiews while presenting an inrellisent delense of vbe-

cal Christlaniry, We incend o prescnc these views as
accuracely #s possible. Mo hamanist, upan resding this
twxt, should find char we misreprescer the hurmanist
position. When we sty Secular Humanisan is atheestic,
we show you why by presenting what Secular
[Humanisrs sty abeur the issue. When we note teat
Cismic Humanise erhics are morally relacive, you will
read supparring sraremeants fronn theeir oven books aned
articles. When we contend that Marsist sociology
relics on class warfare, yoa will heae that Trom dMacxdst
socinlnzisrs. Ne quote has heen ahen oo of contest
purposely We have, in the best radition of Christian
schobaezhtm, allowed oranmaens of altemmate workd-

views e have their sav as ey wish to say it

COUNTERIHG CULTURE FEE



CHAPTER |

BOUR WESTERN WORLDVIEYW MODBLS

POATMODERM
PMARXISM

COSMIC
HURAMNISM

SRR, NI TR

FUILL AL PRAORTY

R B e
REANLL LK.
PRSI

RHLAT ] BT

Saral o

AvrsFaalilism

Mo =-nral o

Ul i i

Lo 2ol

Baihiliaae W s paver

EY T P

[ 1T T Y TN

-

Teabi alizal e

f'|||!:|:.ll|'| E st

Wik

toann Urnliwearal il
Chwrds ol S

Ml ameral e

melf- e

ITNTI vy

oz

Pavw A Ve

Famer eaz.oe

Dol reclicie:

BIBLICAL SECLILAR
CHRISTIANITY HUMANISM
TR A I8
SCHERECES I HI. LT ARSI L
THEQLOHSY M R R E T RER TR
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We paint the pieters of these theee worldviews
with broad strokes, Since sach subjear could Gl coun-
less pages by itself, we do not address every subrery
buc rather acempt to capture the kernel of each

woeldvieow’s perspecoive on the key disciplines mns

influential in shaping our culture, Following €, 5.
lewis' formula in striving to copture “mer
Christianing,”™ we arempr o presenc mere Secular
Humanisia, mere Postmodernism, and mece Cosmnie
Humanism, '1he hearr of Christian cheology, for

example, & thersm, just as rthe heart of Secular

i

Humanise lialoge is evalution or the heart of Cosmie
Humanist eties 35 celarivism. Thus, we examine the
core, the centeal foundation, ot cach warldview. For a
summary of how cacly worldview approaches each of
ren major subject categeries, see the chare above.

This course of study is bused on the belief dhar by

bearning oo concrast worldviews, o Chrsoan improves
[=J

his overal]l conveprual skills, We contend 1l by see-
ing wotldviews compared, readers will buteer under-
stand their own weorldvicw and be pusiliuncd ta ofler

1 persssive and ncelligent defense. Many people

12
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roday do nea have the fopgiest notion what they
belicwy ivis rhe duny oF Christians 1o share God's truth
with this spirivuaily rootess weneration. The Aposde
Perer says s much when be exhorts bedievers a0 Josos
Chaist v “thways be ready 1o give a defense o anyane
whe asks vou a reason for the hope that is in you”
(1 Peter 3:19),

As vou proceed through the s our prayer is onr
that you will see the fall vatue, arhfulness, and
superioricy of the Christian warldview and graw in
the grace and knowledae of owr Lard and Saviar,

Jesus Chrisc
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CHAPTER 2

Worldviews Seeking
To Caprure You

“Who are vou?... Then, who am [2...
Was nmhing real?”

— [antas (FReoss T+l Bisal sokstoin Sae fiearza N

“In the United States of America, our
waditional, Western, Judeo-Christian culcure is
collapsing, It is nor collapsing beeause ie failed.
On the conurary 1t hay given us the treest and

INosE prosperous sociery in human history.
Rather, it is collapsing becavse we are
abandeoning ic.”
WALLIA B L

“... the clash chat is coming —and that has,
indeed, already begun—is. .. berween those who
claim the Judeo-Christian worldview and thase
who have abandoned that worldview in favor of

the “tsins” of contemporary American life—
feminism, multicultuealism, gay liberationisin,
lifestyle liberalism—uwhat | here lump together

as a family called “the secularist orthodoxy.™

Bk I Gkl

(COURTERING CULTURE 15



CHAPTER 2

S The Frrawen Show, the hir comedy ftm SELITIE
Tim Carey. Truman is o man who has leed bus entine
lifz confined inoan enormens Hellnwood studivo, never
realizing his every mne was seen live by millions of
television viewers around the world, Everyone in his
life was an actor, playing the pane of wike, ntighburs,
and friends, ver Tiaman was playing only himesclf.
Talk about 2 strange nwist on realicy T%! Bur Truman
beging to suspect wll 15 nor as iv appears in his sound-
srage world, and he finally derermines o tace realioe
by walking off the se1

In chie final scene, Lruman males his way in a baac
1o the edge of the "orean” and locares a sec of staics
leading ro an exit. As Truman opens the door, dw
voice of Chiistel, the show’s direcror, baoms through
the loudspeaker, apparently coming dewn from the
sloy Truman asks Christof & series of dhree sweeping
questions. The tiest, foundational o the orhers, is
“Wha are you!" (wit the clear implicarion, "Who are
vou, Godi™), This wlttmate question is the cenral
question of cheology

Afrer considening Christod s angwer, Traman asks
a1 second questtor: “Then who am 7 This rime,
Truman secks knowledge about lis wwn being, which
is rhe focal tssue of psichology. Finally, after ponder-
ing Chriscof s rosponse, Iruman asks, "Whs nothing
real?” Flere is che grent philosophical question, as
[wighr as day. To this Chriscof answers, * Fore were veal.
Thar's whar made vou so good.”

Truman's three questions are the ones every person
o earth use answer in some way, The answers form
the bedenck for hew we understand our world amd aur
relarianships o God, ourselves and our fellow human
beings. Tosether, they are the comerstone ol 3 1012l

wirlgdviews

WORLIVIEW THNIING

If Trumans questions are the seacting point how
showld a roral worldview be defined? There are various
ways af slicing the “worldvicw pic,” depending on whom
vou read, b we find a greae advantage i segmenting
the Frarnework for 2 worldview into the following ren

chisciplines:

1. Theology. At sume poini. everyoa atles
the question, “What ubout Gad?”

2. Philosophy. W& are curiows abun bie narire
of realiny amd how we know whal is e

3. Biology, W have questions abuowt the
origin of life.

4. Peychology. W wonder sliowt ourselves.

3. Ethics. Tlow du we go abou making
rrceral chomces?

6. Sociolagy. W question how suciely
aughr o he structured.

7. Law. How should legal issues be solved?

%, Politics. “Wre concerned about haw
penvermenent should be soructured,

9. Ecanomics. W ponder whar 15 the [aesat
system b which 1o mmalke sind spend maney.

|0, History. "%'har can we learn from che past?

Thinking Like A Chyseian, the st study inothwe
Worldviews in Foous serics, explores these disciplines
in decal. Woexamanes bhow a hiblical Christian
approach addresses each dsmie and demonsteaces how
these ten disciplines provide a comprehensive frame-
worlk of life—a rotal worldwiew. The SWescern cduca-
ttonal caterprise s structured around chese disciplines,
Universities, in particular, oflee courses in each area,
carresponding to how Western civilizarion approaches

life's crucial questions,
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THE WORLBYIEW TREE

Dichining a worldview L|u'uu:_;h these wen arcas also
helps one undersiand the imter-relarionships benveen

the vatious disciplines, o visualize chese nrerrelarion-

answers i fhe questions mised by the ten disciplinus
outlined above. Yeu in recent years, volces calling for
radically  different answers have gatned a hearing,
Williaon 5, Lind deseribes the seiious implicarions of
these e and dillerent answers: "In the Uniced Stares

of America, owr wadirional,

shipis, think «f @ fruit

Lreas SUF-'].'I{H'H.'d IJ"." al TOHOE

svstens, The tree draws
nwurshunent froen the eors.
iransfers i rhrough the
veunk, and produces Fruic
ar the end of the branches.
Althangh che fruin is sep-

ararcd from the under-

pinnings ot che e, i
neverrheless arganicalle
canneered (o the roos. Outveard
Jesws said af iy Jdis-

giples, “You'll recopnme

Governmen

them by their fruwe™
Ehlattlew 7: 160, Stmilacks,
aworldview operates s an
Iruit

vrganee  whole,
5

[entweard behanon) o -
Theology

I'I'.'lEli!":'I.“.}" fI'II}J'.I‘.I '[|.'II'_‘ T

(et beliefs). The roor

Western, Judeo-Chrisrian gul-
ure is collapsing. [0 is not col-
lapsing, because it failed, On
the comorane ic has glven us the

aced

in

treest S PrOsPLTols

sociery hunan history.
Ratber, it is collapsing because
we e abandoning 10 To use
ear ir by, Wistom sociery s
abandening the Judeo-Christian
rovts that liave been b vary
source of nurouce.

What could cause such a

dramanc and widespread shif
in perspective? Lind also com-
menes on some af the people
and seraegics thar bave been

used rainiriare this mutation ol

cultwre which in dw past hos

sewved us sooweel];

sstem of every worldview i somposed of the tan
disciplines of thealoey and phifosophy, Togeiher. chese
g »olog

Yorm assngrions ahowr Coodl, waliy, aned koowledge,

Fram thise vefigiow: roats Now Implicacions fer each of

the arher vighe disciplines, the branches of che orec,
And acrhe end ol these branches s che Sroie--rhe our-

wenlcing af these assembled belieds in o porsan’s Jife.
LTI AL RADICALS

Fear nwarly 2,000 cars, Wostern culoure has grown and

lovssored s 10 deew pourishment fram hiblical

=

Soareing inothe mid-TMI05 we have throwes

sty the valoes, morals and seondards tha
detine remdicional Weson caliuee In LAl
|.|:1|"'| |‘||‘|‘| l}l.li.]". Ll]l‘-'t[l |.'|“'|. lel[[l.lull r..,l,dlﬁ_q’ll‘u. I,'lq_'l:,:li'lli_'
who  hare ane Judee-Clnisiian culiuese.
Daminang in the clise. eapecialle in che win-
versithvs. the i, nd the erterwinmene
induste the culsoral radscals fave successiulle
sl v sgernda ol el rebdvisn, milicuoe

st bz iann, b o] andd secial lseraion,”

[}
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CHAPTER 2

When we consider che significane moal and
sacial issues af taday, we see disturbing o emerging,
“Culenzal eadicals” seel: to cur off a biblicaliy-based
w0t systerm and graft in another that is composed of
drastically diffcrene answers o the foundavional celi-
givus questions. The adical ideas now taught in the
classroom, promored through e media, and encowr-
aged by enterrainment industry are amply the resul
(fruie) of a revised view of Life and ceality, These ideas
fabl into ane af che three speafic worldvivws outlined
in chaprer one—Secular Tumanism, Postmodern
Mfuraism, and Cosmic [ lumantsm.

Tu fully undersiand the current colture war, we
nved 1o recomnize each of these divergenc worldviews
untl wpprehend their influence throughout our sonety

—uven in many af our semtnaries and churches,

SECULAR HUMANISM

Perhaps the single mast importane reason Secular
Humanismm exerts such a dramacic influcnce on our
soriety s that it 1s the dominant worldview in oor see-
ular educational sysem. Praponencs of this arheiscic
view have long recognived cthe dassrenm as 2 powerful
place tw indoctrinaue young minds. Writing i the

19340, hoamanise Charles Prerer penned chese words:

Eiducation 1 the maost powerful ally of
humsanisi, wind every Amertcan public schoeol
i solioal ol hamanian. Whar can dhe theis-
ti: Sunday schoeals, meeting lor an hour one
Loweek, and weaching anby a fraction af the
children, de vr steme che tide ol 2 five-day

RO ol Tamanistic eaching?

And how are homanists doing in their goal of changing

the educadional kndscaped They wre doing quite well.

!

In recent wears, Chinistianity has bzen deliber-

America's educatioual systent [n the subjecr of biology,
for cxample, the onby view ulloveed i 1he classroom is
narrabisiic evobueion, one that excludes sthe possibilice
of Gad's invelemen in creation, When Chrisdans have
arrempred o introduce a balanced treanmenr of dhe
origin ot life by in-;.']uding the concept of &n Inwelligene
Dicsigner, there has been an upraee that vors han-
ning any mencion of 4 Creator i seience classes.

In the arca of soctl studies, lhumanises also are
vakking the apper band by cradeanng the sindy of
Chrisranity from rextbooks, oc it Chrlstians are men-
nened, iris nsually inoa negatiee light, Profeisar Paol
Vi sysremanically reviewed wixibooks used inschools
across the Unired Stares and swmmnarizes his Gndings

from baols used in firso through forl grades:

...this sample of forty ool stadies e,
wltich were ostensibly meant w o nwadoce
siicdenis to American society A 10 CXists
raday {fand, o a lesser extent, how o exisred
in the paath, did soc contain 4 single refer
giice in word or lmnge to wdays powertul
Prorestant religious world of che Bible belio
Mothing abour the world  of mainline
Prowstancism was acknowledged even unce,
The boalks placed o heave emphasis instead
on sich things as woday’s job marker and the

world ef recreznion.”

Regarding LS. history resthaoks nsed i an esomated
60 percent of the conniny’s clevench and oarclfth grades,
Virg noted thar “Nar one of these e recognized.
much less emphasized, the arear religious encrgy wid
creatvicy ol the US. - alihough a fow of them men-
ttoned dhe Scopes trial.™ So e only image of religion

miost steedenes receive 15 cast in the negarive lghe of the
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Earty 20th centvey humarist Choefes Framcs Patter envistamed public

schaal cdvcation o5 @ way for Remanisor fo reploce Juden-Christion

befiefs as oor crffure’s dominant philasepby

Seopes “monley reial” in lennessed! Five othure independent

soudies confirm che same religious bins veecaliad by Vire,"
Furchermaore, iFvau soepeinme ay poychalogy class

ot the warage uriversioy campuy, vou will stady the

major cancributors of “modern pescholegy™—BUE

Skinner, Sigmund Freud, Abraleom Maslow, Carl
Hogers, amd Lrich Frannm, Whae vou prabably will
e hene s i cach one af these men was an acheis,
amd cvery single ane except Frend was selecred as

“Eloreist wd e Year” b che humanise mevemens,

INDOCTRINATION 10T

Frean: prace schood w gradoane schoal, the resols of

thas shity away from a biblical understnding of caum

warceial is cvidenr. dlany prodessars are unupulugtti-
callv inducrrinaging their studenes into theie humanise
worldview. Proflessor Richwd Rorey boldly sraces his
prrprose W wre net geiny wooolerace vou bigored
Christians, We liberad Profs oy o change the Rinda
pivitalist stedene, . away from their bigored pasenes.™
T grasp lurw far Boroe s willing o ralke aur Christian
stucdents. one need only read Acficring Qe Cavorey
Leftse Thanghe in Treenrizeh Convay Amevies, While e
tssists, for example, thar he is o miliane anti-camenist
and believes the war againsn Stalin was legitimane,” e
also fands the Communis Carty USA useful in recruising
" tew soed aments For Sovict el ligenee” and praises
those whe apologiacd for Stadin sinee chey “helped
change our cauntry for the better,”

Artorney and wuthor David Prench recalls the
idoctiinution nte liberal dhinking he received in law

schoal wlen lie conunents:

s surprised by boch the unrctenting liler
alisrm of my professors and by cheir daile zeal
madvancing chee varions worldviows .
Phd] wrimimal law cliss was an e o
cOCroime o reesamination of our e
revaarels race and poverie. o by Tamile la
|‘rl"l.'|f:_‘!i.'1'l:]l'.x tricil 1 |'n':.~.||:|dm.' their sodents o
ahandor oradivionel Conceprions o Jald-
|-||.}|.':l|:1.. :.\_\'l..'“dl'i'.. .'!l'ld Fl.,l |'|Jrll,;|| |'I::I|L'_\. ,r".-]". |'|“!|'|.,|.|'|
||;__'||1|'\ [l‘:!".‘]jf_'l‘.‘l hl?l_'l'lt !||||,5,|;_'.||. (}E- |,I:|.|.._' \_L\'\H .,1';,1..._['.:"\:'

iny |'L'|-::_:EUII.\ el glism od all ST, LT

Froneh gres an o relate chae dhe most discouraging
paet nf s Low schos] experience was how the other
students aweepeed ancriccally cheir professors’ wach-
e CMften, he was e onlye one willing o challeng,:
the blarwcly ourageows ideas expressed frome the
loentt od the classroeonm.

Recent survevs supporr this ancedonal cvidenae of
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anti-Christian and liberal bias in moch of education,
Flie Aall 2000 survey conducoed h}’ the H]gh-:;r
Education Besearch Tnstirre av UCLAS Craduate
School of Educatien and Informacion Scodies finds
that 29.9 percent of students encering four-year cel-
leges and universities characrerize cheir polidical views
as “liberal” or “far left,” the highese percenage in two
decades... [while] just 2007 percent consider them-
sehees “conservative” or “far right.”™® This demon-
strates that liberal indectrination is not confined to
the university carmpus, Fridenrly, many studencs are
introduced o hiberzlism dhrough cheir high school
experience! Charles Potter’s words in 1934 clearly were

prophetic,

HUMAMNIST INFLUEMNCE IN
POPULAR CULTURE

Thiz hrings us ro another reason for wxumining the
Secular Huwmanist worldvicw: many humanists have
giined pasivions of considerable influence inoour saci-
ety, Mast mainkine media—incleding nighily news
broadcasts, relevision shows, movics, and even much
of popular music—present optnions, story lines and
lyrics consistent with the humanist vision, For
mstange, in the film, The Cider Flonse Ruder, the viewer
is presented with six ennvincing arguments for abor-
tia en demand as the main characeer, played by Toby
selsuire, maves from prodife o pro-choice by the
cod of the stovy, And in jele (F starring Dense
Washington, the stovy fiom beginning to end s ao
impassicaed case for wniversal health care, vt another
cause championed by liberals.

For a closer loek at how e mainstream medis
exhibit o cossisteny hiag roward liberal causes m

reporting the news, e need ool no fuccher than

Bernard Goldberg's book, Alar An avard-winning
waacdeast journaiisc who worked for more than rheee
decades ar CBS Nows, Geldberg offers an ingiders
take on major news organizations, He describes how
“dmsing the Clinen impeachment toal in 1999, as the
senatats sipned their names in the sath book swearing
they would be fair and impartal, Peter Jenmnings, who
was ahchoring ABC Mewss live coverage, made sure
iz andignce knew which senarors were comseroadfre—
Lt utered vor 2 word abour which ones were Sderal ™
Goldbers explains why this incident is revealing: “O
that patticular day, Perer idenified the conservatives
lrecause he chonghe it marzered. 1le choughe his view-
ers needed 1o kvow, - In the world of the Jenningses
and Brokaws and Rathers, conservarives are out of the
mainstream and need ta be idennificd. Liberals, on the
other Land, are the mainstream and don't need to be
identified.™”

Goldberg also highlights numerous other exam-
ples of liberal bins. He spends a chaprer discussing
how the media cwared the ATIDS “scare™ by misin-
forming the public about the mamire and transmission
of HIY. This was due 10 the media clite’s reluctance tw
expose AIDS as a4 disease reansmiteed  primarily
through homosexual acis,

The press reveals their bias nar only by over-
reporng certain items, but alsa by onder-reporting
others, Goldbery points out the alinost non-existent
reporng of the declining healdh and well being of
“lacch-key kids.” Aloul the lack of reporning on a
major study on children, he makes clear thar journal-
ists o not want to take on the feminises’ love affair
with daycare. IF ie were widely reported thar children
in daycare centers generadly do not fare well, chen
many working moms might lecl guilty, thus subverting
the teminist goal of hberating all women trom the
constraines of hushand and childeen, Goldberg does

not suggest media elites are t:n,t_;:lgt'd i a “vasr lefr-wing
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This blindnecs, this failure to see liberaks as anything but middie-
otheraad madergles, hoppens oll the fime an nebwark lelevision,
The Christion Cactilion is identified as o conservalive esganiza-
fisn—so far, 50 good—but we don't identify the Matignal
Organization bor Women (NOW) os a liberal orgonizakion,
which it surey 3,

Robert Bork is e “conservative” judge. But baurence Tribe,
who mus! hove been on the CBS Fvening News tan million fimes
in the 19805 {ond who duing the contested presidential election
in 2000 was a lecding member of Team Gore, arguing the vice
pesident’s cose betese the U8, Supreme Courl], is idertified simply
a5 0 "Hervard law professor.” But Tribe s aof simphy o Horvard
lew grofessor. He's easiby as fiberal as Bork is conservalive.

IFwe do o Halbpwood story, s et uausuel o ideniify cerlain
ackors, like Tam Selleck or Bruce Willis, as conservalives. But
Barbiara Streisand or Rob Reiner, mo matier how active they are
ins fiberal Demceratic politics, are Just Barbara Sirgisand ond Bob
Rriner.

Rush Limbaugh is the conservative sadio falk show host. But
Rosie (¥Donnetl, who while hosting o endhraiser for Hitlary
Clinton saicd Meyor Rudy Givliani wos New York's “village idick,”
is not the liberal TV totk show host,

During e Clinlon impaachment ial in 1999, 4 the sene-
tors signed their names in the oath book swesring ey would be
loir and impartial, Peter Jennings, who was anchoring ABC Mews's
live coveroge, made sure his sudience knew which senalars
were conservelive—but UHered ot a word about which ones
wete liberal,

As the senalors each signed the oaih book, Jennings
idenfitied sevesal Demccrats, including Boshara Boxer and

TRep Y

EXCERPT FROM BIAS BY BERNARD GOLDBERG
(Regnery Publishing, Ine.: Washingion, DC, 2002), pages 57-39

Ted Kennedy, twa of the most iberal members of the Senate,
without ever menficning shal they are indeed liberal. That would
hove been just Kine, excent for whot heppened loter, When
Senator John MeCoin signed the book, Jenaings said, *Senator
Jahn McCain here of Arizona, lefehander. Mase sight thon left
in his polities and intending to rua for president of the United
Stettes.” Jenmings, spotted another conservalive, *Senater
McCaonnell of Kentucky, very determined conservative member
of the Republican Poety."

When Jennings idenkfied the next senator to sign the beok
it was, “Senator Mikulski of Moryland

Phain ond simple. Unadoemed. Senatar Mikulski of Maryland.
Mai o ward that Senotor Mikulski is o fiberal Democrat from
Maryland.

Then, a few secand later, Jennings, with pinpoint precision,
continued ideafifring the conservatives, “Senator Tick Samtorem,
one of the younger members of the Sencte, Republican, very
determined conservafive member of the Sanale. That's Seaator
Deaschle these in the lefhond side of your piciure.”

Santorsm wos o conservotive Republican but Tom Daschle,
o liberal from Sawth Dakota, was simply... Sengtor Daschle. ..
On thot porficular dory, Pater identified the conservolives because
he Hiought it mathered. He thought his viewers needed to know.
And he was right. He dide’l idenfify the liberals, obrvioushy
because he thought it didn'l matter, And he was wrong,

In the world of the Jenningses and Brokaws and Rathers,
copservotives are ow of the maoinstream and need 1o be idanti-
fied. Liberals, on he ather hand, ere the mainstrenm and don't
nesg by be identified.

conspiracy,” bur rathe, ehar they dee menely living oot
thear worldvicw, assoming theirs w the voerregr war Lo

lock ar the world aml ablivioos o 1hedr oven Biased

inclimacions, These obsermarions higllight eur con-

terniom alb aleng: worldvicws marcer!
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POSTMODERN MARMISM

Like Secular Humanism, Marsisin-Leninisim 35 a well-
developed atheistie worldviow, Over the past century,
feliowers of Blarx and Lenin have cralted a perspecrive
on cach of the en disciplines—generally in grear
derail. Marxisis often procduce a “champion” ol ther
perspective in various belds (v, LR Pavloy in pay-
chalapy, T.01). Lysenko in bielogy, Swephen ], Gould in
paleonralogy, Michacl Harde and Antonie Megn in
polices, or Sranley Tish in humsnicies),

Yer, over the past 20 years, traditonal Macxsim-
Leniniem has morphed into the curreney fushionable
“posimodernism™ 3 view animating the “politically
carvect” ideplogy prevalent in che majority of our uni-
vensittes roday. And while Posomedern Marsism does
not offer a perspective as comprehensive o all wn
worldview disciplines  as  traditdional  Macxism-
Lentnizm, studying this version of Marasm is crucial
{fur Christians in order @ understand why so many
bizaree-sounding ideas arc cmanaring from college
camipuses acrgss aur land - speech codes, binsed
admissions praciices, celebration of "Gay Pride,”
minglatory divessicy training, radical pr-::ﬁ.‘s::urs m
alimost every depariment, plus many ather elemencs of
the radical culiurt agends. OF perhaps even greater
significinee, Mardism needs ro he analyzed because it

s currenily ane af Christianings most ralid decracears,

PARXIST INFLUENCE
IN EDUCATION

As their atheisie comrades the Secular T lumanises
have mrgeted educanion, so Marsisrs have recopnized
the clessroom as the key 1o influgncing o nation. As
early as the 1950%, UAOC A was wferred o a5 rhe

“Litde Red Schoe]l Hons" because of vhe Marxise

influcnce on campus, ot only there, bal on cam-
puscs across che U, Tradical” soudents of the Dl
proceseed the Vietnam War and embraced the Marxis
warldview. To secure their stronghold, many of them
never left the campus but smyed on to can theie
PhAr's and mow ave conured pmfcssurs u:;it_'hing o
current generatton of soudenrs.

Frven as carly as 1982, a LLS, News amsd Wordd!
Feport articte entitled "Marcism in U.5, Classromus,”
revealed char 10,000 Marxise professors were twacling
an Amcricas campuses.”  And by 1987, New York
LUniversieg's Flecherr London remarled, ™ Tha striches
made by Marxism ar American universitics i the Jast
vwo aecades are breathialang, Every discip]ilw Eras
been affected by irs prorchiment, and almeost every fac-
wliy now counes among irs meombers a resident
Margist schodar™™ Alvin Schoidr descnibies "a 1992
cottbemonee, arsistn in the New Whald Order: Crisig
and beld  ar

Massachuseis ac Ambhersr, Only 300 were r:.\:p{_'ctr:d to

Posgsilbilities,” the  University  of

attend, but 1,500 registered. MNearty all were pro-

fessors, The

c0l FI‘.‘[’C['[CI'_‘

“Marxist academics,”
writes Arnold Beichman,
“are today’s power elite

in the universities.”

attendecs
were dichard
Lelievers 1n

Marxism,

not  tealises

who recognized that the mast inctficienr, cruel, and
inhumane socioeconomic system had come o an
end.”™ Georgie Anne Gever further stares “the per-
contage of Marxise fuculyr numbers can range fram an
estimmated 90 pereent n some midwestern naiversi-
tles!"

“Mlarxise axeadeoiics,” writes Amald Beichoman,
Aod

those o power are not shy aboutr expressing,

are roday's power elire in the universicies.™

their intencions, Doke University Professor
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Frederic Jamwson wald
ComaIe Ry AT I
"t

[]illi ULy ai

Barwist Culoure in
this counecy, o make
blirxism an wunavaicd-
able presence in
Aumerican social, cul-
rural, aned teoellege gl

lifee, in shor o Fam g

Marsiat inedligentsia

“The shadow university, with its shadow
curriculum, deminates freshman orientation,
resiclential progromming, extracurricular
student life, the promulgations of codes and
regulations, and the administration of what
passes, on our campuses, for justice.”
—The Shadow University {Kors and Silverglate)

many of rhe mase crie-
wal baccles are shicided
from che public eye
According w Professor
Alan Chares Konz o
Harvey A,
Silverglate, wathors of

laweyer

T Mwedors: Ulsiversiy,
mush s LolIg  on

Dehied 1he scenes to

further radicalize

far the srugples of che futare, . seems w me the

"

supreny mussion of a Marsst pedagogy”™ Tr s cer-
tatnly no aecident thar the new "Coammunise
Mamibesto” for che ovency-firse cennury was puhfished
b Harvard Universiee Press and is awned b ghe Fel-
Jows of Harvard Unneersin.”

The Foscmodern dargise infloence has reached s
mast alarming heighs in che homanies deparonents
of Amwerica’s uiversiies. “With 3 lew notble vseep-
riens.” says former Yde prafessor Roger Kimball, “our
maost prestigions liberal are colleges and universicies
have installed the vntive cadical meow ar the cenrer af

cheir buencnitics curcicwlum ue bodh che nndergraduate

g

and the grchuate level™ Kimball provides examples
ul hone Thake Universtoy has been and continues o be
b

Postimodernisim, nating thae ic has “eonduceed a vire-

i the forelvont academias  move  owand
lezis—amel suceessful— campaton o acm ies heananicies
d-:p-.u'mwm with the likes of the Marsise liccrary critic
Fredenic Jameson, Barbara 1lerensccin Senich, Frank
Lentricehia, Sranley Fish fand his Blo-minded wife,
Jane Tompkinst, and other less well known souls of
il imreBeciual aricnrarion.”™

The resule of chis Pestmodern Macsas inafluence is
rhatr ehe cudiiee wanrs are Boraest on our canpuses, with
Tarales l‘.-l_‘jﬂ; 1.\’;1;:_11 I pu::HI:iq‘;ﬂ correrlness, Jemi-

nrsm, vruloiculouralison, ard  cdeconsion omsm. Yo

]‘aighul' adugion:

[ﬂ ]Lﬂl:‘:-'.'l.' [h.l.' |.Jl'.'[|:..|:l.":'|| ﬂ_'ll-iil,?i,'l'l:'.' Lok CALLT l.._'.'I_r'I'Il_?Ll_‘:l._"!\'..
e st understand what bes become of
thetr divisiong af outeersite il and student
lite, resiclenmal advisors, gudictal syscens,
sy of stowdenes and cheic officers, and of
their new anid profonndbs distucking studen
rules anl regulartons. This chrear las develaped
aul i the glare of publicicy, debare and
SR s s boen ehwe cose wech new aeademic
disciplines, courses, and padaensics, but in
the shadenwes. 0 The shadow aniversioy, with
i shadew corcntome. demznies Doshiman
LZII'iL‘I'l['.Irit‘.-l'l. :I'L':‘n'il.ll'i'!ii.:'l] |-"‘|""|lL’.l'i”””|i|'-.L'.~
curracuricelar staeden Tale, e EJI'UI]]LI]:_:;_ILiEI'I]H
ill.l_'l.'lllL'.\- :!.'I'H.| n.‘:._;ul;l!ii‘u'l\. -'l.llil 5.]]!;_' :|q_|z|1ir1ist mli(}n

nt whar FrLESE, ECIT DI S, [ justice.”

As this overview demonseraees, Posunodern Margism
I t]u‘i'-'ing on the Americen campus and i the class-
ceannt. H Cheistian students are o survive cheir ol loe
expariense wich cheir kick tncace, chey muoso andervsand
the wealinesses of a Marsisc worldview and he alde o

artizilane o posicive biblical response.
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PARNIST INFLUENCE TN
FOPULAK CULTURE

Oince embraced by studlents, o warldviow does nor
rernain confined on campus but gadually infuences
all arenas of sociery, such as populac media, film and
eleviston. A recent arcicle i Maripad Rewivee explains,
“In Hollywood, o was—and s—mwwe chic o he a
Cammic than a conservative,™ A case in poing is TV
producer Norman Lear, who has produced andfor zig-
nificandy influenced numereus popular shews in the
early 1970Fs such as A in the Foorly, Mapds, and The
Jeffersans. According to media observer aad Lear Ein
Roherr S0 Alley, "no single individual has had more
influcnee through the mediom of wlevision i i 50-
vear hisrory than Nerman Lear”

In addiden, acconling o Alley, by 1980 Lear
hecame “alarmed by che radical redigious fanaticism of
Christian fundamenalists, Ar hest e dhewghe be
would nse a relevision series to respond.. .. He becaine
canvinced thar another approach would be more
elfective for him, 2nd in 1982 he founded People For
The American Way {PAW) w speak ot for Bill of
Rights guaranrees and monitor violations of constitu-
tional freedems. By 1990 the orgamizaooen had
Lecoane ane of the most infloencial and  efbective
voicrs for freedom.™™

Whar Alley's acricle fails ro mention s that many
ol the msues aken up hy PANW seck o replace oadi-
trar] mnealing wich a radieal liberal agenda. Another
article, fy former radical Thnad Forowice, uncovers
the worldview thar sers the tone for his “voice for free-
doa” and seveals the source of that voice to be
Marxism. Horewite reconnrs that a meering was held
in the PAW offices in 2403 ro creare a new organiza-
tiony called “Urited lor Peace and Justice”™ o oppose
the LS -lvad coalition againse frag. The “organizer

and head of the new mganizanion,™ writes Horowira.

| Cenine Fruees Whenlod viraedow fode 10 7003 ||
;o AeRTRA VRS VLTI MEINIHTIE, J S 2L S

| feanme wericle Ly urpin Gluasizy, petge 10,

PMARK LIVES

Sorialism in Americe stil atracis some omang fhe cauntercyl
urally audacious or embittered.

Cine marning 34 years age, ay collage roommate and |
sow 0 acfica n the Yale Daily Mews about o mesling on social
st ko be held taol evening e one of the university classrooms. |
We showed up an fime and found cwrselves the only ones in+
fhe room except for o solemn man precisely oonging ena
frai table: pites of publicatioas from the Sociolist Workess
Party. Saying #of a wasd to us, he focused on squoring soch
stk ond havieg the disiance between ench stuck exactly the
some. My ropmmaie and | feok one laok at each oiher and
balled the roam, heading dawn the siaies o3 the comrade,
jolted from his reverie, hurried her us yelling, “Wait, woit.”

W didn't woil, that evening. 'We aever want back o faot
parficeter clique. Bul bots of us were aliesaled: | hod grown
up withisr Judaism anc my roemmate within Chriskonity, bul
neiiher of us had absarbad reasons beyond social custem fer
mainlaining g ollegionce. | eonfinued drifing lef, parlicipot
ing in "peaee” morches and jaining the Cesmmunist Pary,

- before resigaing fram it late in 1973, My secmmate drifted in
 onather way, annauncing several yeors oher groduatian that he
. wits gay. {Ir. colfege he had tnlked dbout heteresexuat pursuite
" ike the rest of us] | donl know whot hos rappened fo him.

Three weeks mge | atended "Secialism 2003," o theee-
day gothering of P00 lefists, most of theem wnder 30. The
nzernationel Saciclist Crgarizofion, publisher of Socialist
Worker, the some periadicol 1 hod seen nealy stacked in
1969, sponsered the ngefing. Thiee decadss had gone by
since the lst Mosxist function | attended, end mamy kove pre-
elaimed thot Marsism is dead, hut judging by the enthusiasm
ond infensity of the folks | mingled with, Morsiam is alive
armang some deeply elienated indwiduals, some red diapes
biobies who sespeci sheir radical parents ond hape o seplicate
the 19651974 qalden ags of vorest, ond same groduate siu-
dents in fields such s saciology and women's studies.
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fwas Leslic Cagan. o pra-Casiea Sictes vadical whe
was still o meembet ol he Coonmumise Pary USA afeer
el fall o rle Berlio S8l Uales Lo hats e
ricnced o deamatic change of heart, her radical Tack-
weannd comtinues tooanimate her currenc acrivizies in
suiding 4l anmmesaton in “peace and jostice” And
e faet, she valled for “prowscers o disrupr norsal
Ll wace the war stareed.”™

Along with groups like TANW, rhe American Clivil
Liberties Union [ACLLD rends oo champion lefi-lean-
g cawses and Lring chese issoes befare the cours,
Afrer che 2000 Supreme Course degision striking
dawn the Tevas Sademy v, the ACTL unnownced

irs incenrion o Taonch o natienl conpaion and com-

panion Weh osine—"Ger Busv, Get Egual."—-1o
ctaperwer lesbion, gay, bisesual aod ienigender com-
arenmirivs v push foe equality ™™ OF course chis makes
e mealizes chae sociadisc-communise
oger Baldwin founded the ACLU o 1920

Becanse Marsises of overy somipe are convinced

surise whaon

their worldview s true, chey also are commicred o
secimg their perspacoive win the hees end inds of all
Amd i

indoccrinacicn de nor work well cnough, they swill se

AL, cucarivnal and  popalar-Jeeel
any means o have cheir way, including finding like-
minded judges whe will overrale threough the oocerts
l'|‘:|<_' '-.‘p"'l” h|‘. rl'u.' [‘rl:t‘.-ijlr.' An {:’HE’Jl'U'{St'Ll h:.' ]..':'Nh q;rual_n;::l [:-:."
duly clevted reproscoives. Tnoehis wav, Postnadern

:‘a.’[:'lt'NiSIS f;:‘)l'x'.r t|'|t']! :'I‘L;('nd,[ [STR1EE] tl'li_' :"n.nu:fu:_;m ]1|_||;1|jc

) o ..
i moral ol ethaeal tauwes such s aborime sadomy,
gav marringe, and cloning, asd 0 secial ceuses such as

affiermative ac v quistas i universsl healcheare,

COSHIC HUMAMNISM

Comie Huoenism consists ofF 2 brosd mixoere of

neo-paganiset wid neo-pantheisn, hest known as the

Hew Ape movement (NARD. Because it disdaine any
unified dogn, this worldview is Jess well defined than
Svcubr Ternantzm or Posemodern Marsism, Incdeed.,
some Cosmic Humanisos goo s L as o claem 1hag
their warldview “has ne eeligions doectrine or wach-
ings af s own™

This andoude, aceardine o mose Cosmie
Humanigtz, resudes Trom the belief thae ouch vestdes
within vael ndividwal and, cherefore, no one can
cliten a corwer o the truth or dicare rueh w any one
else, "The New Age)” explains Chrisdan wericer
Jelonna Michaeclien, “is che ulomace celecric reliston
of zelfs Wharever vou decide 1 righe tor vou is whars
right. as fong as you den’t ger narow-minded and
excluwsive alwsur i

The wery asswmyrion thar ek sesides within
ach individual racher chan heing externally defined,
howeever, sers the vorncoeornme Tor a worldview,
Caranring v neesel |l the power 1o discern wl trath s a
facar ol thealogy, aeed iy thealogy bus undenizble
ramizbications. Stane Cosoie Flumanists acoually bave
besnen 1r articulate dheic moveament 25 a worldvies:

wardyn bergusan. author of Pl Aguerian
Compiiacy (a ook referred o as “The Mew Age warer.
shed classic ™y, savs the movemenr ushers inoa “new
mind—the wscendence of o stardling warldvice:™
The shelenl ouwdine af this warldvice: is summed ap
by Jotarinn Adolphe "Incies roadese sense, New Ape
thinking can b churaceerized as o boemw af ueopionism,
the desie to creare s herrer socicey, o NMew Age’
which humanine lives in lasmony widh il naore,
amd the cosmos. ™

Wl che Mew Age movenen s sull Fi-ngmunwf_l
amd Lacking focusal leadership, it i growing al
retarkable e Fhe Suodord Research Tnstitute esti-
marcs thon “the nwmber of New Avers in America
L‘.[}'l]l(,] ||I.' aks Ellgll HE :) 48] ]{] EJ',_'l'I.._'I.._‘]I[ l;,:ll- r]]i_' I,'ll'_'l}'.ll_ll..l,-

tiemn— 1 2 miilliein o e ]_u_'np!u.“" tkiers liave prur
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(HAPTER 2

the figure as high as 60 million although this inctudes
penplz who simply believe e the rencannaticen aid
astrodopical clements of New Age thought, John
Randalph Price, 2 leading spokesperson for the MNew
Age, says, “theve are more than half a billion Tvew Age
advoecares an the planec ar this time. wurking Among
varions religious groups.™ Furdher, Malachi Marin
lists dozens of organizanons that are either MNew Age
ar New Age svmpathetic. Barbara Mars Hublard,
another ouispaken proponcor of the New Age, erale @

[vid far the 1984 [emacranic vice pn:sidf_'nriul LM LA

PAGANISHM IN
POPULAR CULTURE

A resurgence of paganism i ong carmark of Cosmic
Humanism, and one of the fsest growing clements
of this remewed interest 15 Wigen, a conremparary

rendition of witcheraft, As Craig 5. Hawkins wrires:

A rhrearening storn i brewing an the seli-
mious horizon: dwe witsls o vogulrism o

Blowing ever more sironghy wcress the land. In

the pust two Lo chree decades, America and
match of R Farope dve seen @ teanr-
gonee of Paganism andd witclseralt. Paganism
is atrempring a resurrection from the dead. »
revival of the old gods and goddesses al pre-
Christian polythelsie noonere religions and
mvstery cnles (e, Celrie, Norse, Greck,
Leyprian, Roman. and other traditians o the

Westorn world),

Many reens and adules come 0 Wicea atter reading
e Sprvel Dance: A Retively of the Aucient Relizion of
the Grear Caddess (1979), a bese-selling inrraduction
o Wiccan reachings and rinmls writcen by Starhawk
{ude Miciam Sitnos), 1 wirch from Catifornia. Young
people also are drwn 1o this worldview cthroogh
boals and filns tilee Harrp Porter™ or by the influence
of popubar nes-pagan arietced television shows such as
Charened undd Buffy, the Vionpire Slayer. A recene Mori
poll of 2,600 childrea aged 11-16 fbund thar over 30
per cent were interesgd in the acoudr and char one in six
satl they were worried aboucwhar they had discovered
about the supernatural. Some pallsrers esrimare there
may be more than 750,000 adherents of Wicca and
related neo-pagan faiths in the Unired Stares ™

50%

PAGAN BELIEFS OF AMERICANS

1991 2001 1991

2001 1988 1995

45%

A0%

35% -
30% |

25%

20% —. 1 ]
15% : +H g
10% —: I :
3% g : _i

L 0% -
| Ghasts/ spirits of the
i dead returning

Reincarnation Witches
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Hollvnwood. wa, is a haven Bor Cosmic Humanist
activine Ievin Kershener, che divecar of George Lucas'
blockbuster Star Wars episonde, $he Engprre Striber
Back, was nov shy abni espressing his New Age
watldview theaughour lis ikm, He wld Boffine Srone
Magarine thar he wanted w "introduce some Zen hene
Becase | dan't wank the kids 1o walk away just fecling
that everpihing is shoot-cm-up, but that thercs alsa o
litthe sumetling to think abour here interms of yaur-

self and your surroundings.”  Ocher movies carre
Cosmic Humanist themes, such as commuanicaring
with the dead ($had Semdd and reincarnation {Robin
Williams Whar Dreans Meay Conre. Uhuse popular
films. along with numcrous athers, reveal (e generl
publics increasing acceprance of paranormal plivnom-
ena. According wa 20071 Gallup Surves, the aumber
of Americans whe elievs that ghosts or spLnits of dead
people can comw back ncreased over the previous ren
years from 2% 10 38 percent. and chose subseribing o
eelncarnation wynt up from 21 to 25 percent. Aduls
who belweve inowitches rose from 14w 26 prreenc””
But the interest 1o the oceulr docs now stop with
gi:usts andl retncarsalion, Ascrnlogy is also on the vise,
The July 1997 cover of Life blarcd, " hy So Manv of
Us Now Believe the Stars Reflece che Soul.” The lead
article highligheed recent polls shawing the wend in
which "48 percen [of Amencans] sne asteology is prob-
ably ar defimicely valid. ™ The article gues an to et
thar "che firs newspaper horoscopes appreared 0 the
A now they run in che wast majurity of dailies,
Tawenty years age cheee wore an estened 1000 pro-
fessional astealocers in the United States: today chere
are samcthing like 30000 In 1963, the annual mac-
ke for asersloey huoks was sownd fwe million,
Today, 10w closer o 20 million,” Cleardy, the "aze of

Aquaing” is gaining stean.

CONCLUSION

elarsism and Secular Tlamanism shave 2 sumber af
similarirics. The owo are family—Secular Humanism
the mozher (humanisis oace hede herbage 1w thwe
Crrecles 400 vears hefore Chieised and Marxism die
daugheer Ar the hearcai bath worldviews lies aclwasm,
marerialism, spantmeaus genenion, evolution, and
ol relanvisos, Body Barl Murs and humanise advo-
cte and author Faul Boree shere o simidac view of the
truth, Marx said it this way: "Commuonism, as folly
And Tanl

Kurte savs BMars “is a humanise because he reeces theistic

developed nuturalism. equals homanism.™

religion ard detends athedsn.™

If ddameism aned

Cosmic Humanism
claims to meet man's
spiritual needs—
something Mar xism

secular Fhuntanism

are in the same

Casmic
anrd

Secudar Hunranism

famuily,

Fluranism

e

and Secular
Humanism cannot

ar loase wery
clisse kin. The Meaw

Are maovemend . oo
5 claim—but it is stuck

emsentindly a spiri- ] .
with an impersonal,

twalized  Secular
Hueimisin, Tk ¢l

unjust god-

Svculor Humanisr's

craltnion of self, sprinlde in sarmae medicaton, reiney-
matien. and  anti-ragionalism, and youve omaed  the
Cosmic Humanis seoddvion Ceamie Fhmanis cleiros o
nweet man’s spincal needs  something Markisn aad
Suanlar EFlumanism cannon clabtn— baee ic s souck with
an impersemal, wnjuost god. Theee s Lok differcoce
lerween claiming s god exises and Claiming veey-
thing is ol

The i’hl[m'.'ing r.'.|'|:!l‘.-u'|'.~. cx!ﬂm'u |{\':.' ALy ol
e three worldvicws an well as how o Chrstian can

l'-'.'ﬁ[‘.n.“:lh'.] o each. (e PUrpsge s Lo eguip the vhneeh

)
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CHAPTER 7

te st [eee those whe have been capoared by deceptive
warldviews and o acrively parncipace in die commu-
nity, state, and nazion ro maintain a sate, sane. and

1'—1' (SR

suCLedy
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SECTION I

OM/TTT AT TTT TnJﬂKTTPﬂ.H
PO I N N O Y AN N/ v - O O T |

Although Sccular Humnanism has exeensive historical roots, 1ts contem-
porary form was systematized (o the 1933 Hiananist Manifeits. Signed by
numerons intellectuals, professors, and scientses, the 1933 document led o
other manifestos, the most recent of which was published m che year 2000.
Fronn these documents as wall as books and articles consiseent with the per-
specove presented in abe manifeseos. i s clear that Seeular Humuises have
a well-developed worldview and are convineed theirs shoubd shape furore
FenErAlions.

In chapter three, we dig among the atheistc roots of Secular Humamsm
o discover why atheists do not believe in God, and we come up wich four
specific reasons, Qur rofe as Christians, then, becomes helping these non-
belicvers rechink eheir views by oftering persuasive counter-arguments w
their skepricism.

L chaprer four, we explore the philosophbical rout of the secular world-

view and how humanises angwer questions relared o reality and knowledpe.

We also note thar Secular Flumanism is 2 religious woildview, noe a "nenoal”

ane-—-a point of vial significance for conemporiry educanon and politics,

Chapaer five further examines how atheistic religion has infilcrarce owar
edducational system, especially where the subjecc of biolngy is concerned,
Naturalistic evolution is the only viewpotnt admissible 10 scwnee classes,
and we show this to be a religious view that conradicrs che best and larese
sciemific evidence, It alse contravencs the idea of providing a reltgiously
“nentral” educadon lor one children, Religion is being raught 1o schaools,
and ic is the religion of Secnlar Humamsn!

Finalty, chapter six locks ar che scrangl{:hni{.] bunmanists have on law and
politics, W conrrast seeular positive Jaw with biblical naraeal Taw wnd see tha
the first is builc on sand compared with the solid foundadon of God's lvws

which are the historical, philosophical underpinnings of the Lnited Staces.
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CHAPTER 3

e

The Theology

of Secular Humanism

“Humanisin is a philosophical, religious,
and moral poine of view as old as human
civilization itself... Whae more pressing
need chan o recognize in this cricdcal age
of modern science and echnology that,
if no deity will save us,
we must save ourselves?”™

— T R

“It’s my life. I’s now or never. [ ain't
SO EY live forever. Just want to live
while I'my alive...like Frankie sud,
1 did it iy way

—Juir [ o)
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CHAFTER 3

ab

A hrough the wonds of one of his mast popular
kits, recording artist Jont Bon Jovi affers considerable
insighr inre 2 Secudar Humanist worldviews Similarly,
in his band's signacure song, “lripping Billies,” Dave
Marthews cncovrages people o “Eat, drink, and be
merry, for tomaorrow we die; we're rripping Billies.™
And both Jon and Dave are absolutely righr: we
answer to oo one but ourschees and showld seek m
expericnce all the sensual pleasure this life has ro offer
iF ... there is no God who holds us accountable,

Bur chat is the question, st it s there 3 God

who judees mankind’s actions? This question lies ar

the faundaion

Is there a God who
judges mankind’s

of gvery world-
view, and each

actions? This question offers { }"_“
" . dAnsweEr o' s
lies at the foundation

_ all-imporien
of every worldview.

issne, What a

perion believes
abour God has ramibeatons for what be o she dhinks
abire every nther aspecr of life

‘These papular musical expressions of man’s inde-
pendence from God follew narerally from a theology
of atheism. By assuming chere is no God end that this
iife iz atl theee 35, the best anyone can do s to live it
Yy waw” Thase ideas, however, are not nearly as new
us the music which rours them., Corliss Lamont.
author of The Philorepdy of Flmanin, insists that
hemamism—"seeking man’s fulfillment m the her
and e of this world"—follows a long tradition of
atheisin, with proponens as far back as Democritus in
ancient Greecr and Lucrerius in ancient Bome, con-
tinming through 1o American John Dewey and
Englishman Berrrand Russell in the owenrtieth ceneury.

Fhe first Henpawrise Marifesta formaliced  ideas
refleceed by Jon Bon Jovi and Dave Macthews when i

confessed, “The quest far the gand lite is scill the cen-
erab task Bor monkind, Sbasois ar lasc hecoming ez
char he alone s esponsible for rhe realization of the
world of his drewms, that he has within himself the
power for its achicvement.” And according ro numer-
ous articies and bouks by revognized humanists-—
including more than Aftr years of The Huwmanist
magazine—the weight of evidence is overwhelminply
in favor of atheism as the twological foundarion of

Secular Humanism.

THEOLOGICAL BELIEFS OF
SECULAR HUMANISTS

The theology of most Sccular Humanises is renack-
ably dogmaric: the supernatural—including Cad,
haran, angels, demens, che souls, and conscience—
does not exise. This theology 15 spelled out in all s
certitude by various humanise leaders.

Afrer pondering rebigion and the supernziucal for
three years, Berrrand Russell abandoned the neton of
God. He larer admirced, T believed in God woil |
was fusr eighiecn™ Bussell, one of Secular
Humarism's mast famous inecnadonal voices. main-
taing (har the Ged is a conceprion derved from the
ancient Orienral desporisms, and therefore concluded,
"] am nor a Cheistian. .. 1 do noe bebleve in God and
in immorabity; and. .. I do noc chink chat Christ was
e bes sndd wisest of men, abthough T grane Hin u

very high degree of moral goodness. ™

“As humanists we urge today, as in
the past, that humans not look
beyond themselves for salvation.”
—Humanist Manifesto 2000
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THE THEOLDGY DF SECULAR HUMANISH

Many humanists, meluding John Doewey, Roy
Wood Sellers, and Edwin H. Wilson, signed
Hhrewsamise Marcferee Jin 1933, decaring, “the tme has
passeel for theism.”  Writing several years lacer, in
1949, Lamant msisted there 15 no place in the human-
ist worldview for God. Instesd of the gods creacing che
wrld und all there is, "the cosmaos, in the individual-
rzed fonm of hwman beings giving rein o dheir imagi-
nation, created the gods, ™

‘Ther, 1o 1973, leading humanisc chinkers pub-
tished Hrewmniss Mandfeste £ in which they reirerared,
"We find insufficient evidence for beliefin the existence
of a supernaturals it is cither meaningiess or ircelevane o
the question of the survival and fulfillment of che
human race. As non-theists, we begin with humans nor
Ciod, nacure not deink” Hundreds of humaniss signed
chis declaration of athcism, atheming, “...we can dis-
cover no divine purpase or providence for the heman
specics. While there Is much thar we de nor know,
hurans are responsible for whae we are or will become.
M deity will save us; we must save oursclves.™

The Secrefar Flomaniss Declametian af 1980 daosr
ot diverge trom the carlicr views of Manifice [ o- 1
Written by TPaul Korz, Editor-in-Chicf of  Fres
fnguiry, the Declavation  canvends,  "Secular
IHumaniscs. .. rejece che idea thar Ged has intervened
muiraculously tn hiscory or revealed himself 1 a chasen
Few, or tlar be can save or redoem sinners,™™

Abways ready 1o reflecr changing sacial and cul-
rural condirkeng, Secular Humanisis ance again
updated their manifestos and declaradon in the vear
20000 This larest expressian of humanist thouglu,
rided Humanise Manifesta 2000 A Cadl for w0 New
Plonetary Flanaazion (alsno diafied by Paul Kureel,
does not deviare from the same theologieal wadition:
“As humanists we urge today, as in the past, thae
huenans not loolk bevand demselves for salvation, We
alone are responsible For our own desting...”!

BERTRAND ARTHUR WILLIAM
RUSSELL
[1872-1970}

Hew do we knew whot we know?

The ceniral question of epistemabogy, the study of bnowl-
eddge, wos tlso centrol ko the coreer of mothemofician and
philosopher Bestrond Russell. He is considered ane of the most
impartant logicians of the 20th century, ond foremost amang
his many works is the 3wolume Principia Mothemotico which
he coauthored with Alled Morth Whiteheod. Alhough some
of his concepts hove been revised since the books' publicafion
in 191013, Russell's fogicbused mothematics remains a fown-
dation for much of modem math. "Rusself's Paradox™ is a
fameus conundrum of mothematical set theory he discovered
early in his career as o math scholar.

Pussell authored dozens of mojor books incleding Why |
Am Not & Christian (1927), Gur Knowledge of the World
(19244, and Marriage ond Morals [F929). In 1950, he was
awarded the Nobel Prize for literature,

Sirongly keftiearing in his social and pofiical views,
Ruzself wos twice joited for pacifistoriented civil disobed:
ence—once during World War | and aber World War || for
protesting nuclear weapons development. n 1953, he co-
oulhcred with Albest Einstein the RusseltEinstein Mondfesto
which called for the curtailment of nuclear weapons. Russel
ran fos the British Parlioment three limes although he was never
elecled [his grandFather, Lord Johin Russell had served os Brifish
Prime Minister), and he was the feunding president in 1958 of
the Compaign for Nuclear Disgrmament.

His aondradilienal views of moriage and sexvality pee-
haps were expressed through his personel life in that he was
divorced fhige limes, dying ot the age of 97 while stil mar.
ried to his fourth wite. Although he traveled internatianally,
including spenchng much fime in ke United Siates, he wos
bath bors aad died in Wales.

While many humanises holdiv assert thag God s 2

1 et
PIAFAT LG AR DI Lhaldly ARl WALLLSSD bl b TR IR LT

aumspect, One example 15 lsaac Asilmoy, the prolihc
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CHAPTER 3

ISAAC ASIMOY

A prafessar of Binchemisiy of Boston University for much of

the 1950, Dr. lste Asimow ochieved uaporoleled coclebn

for the gquality and proliferation of his wiifing, lorgely because |

of his ability to communicate difficult scienfitic concepls on g
: pepalor level. He cuthored mors than 500 books berween lha
: fime ef his firs! publication in 193% and his death in 1992,
i Bestknown for his sciance fickon classic foundation frilagy,
Asirtr also weote neniction works in physialagy, oskonomy,
chemistry, geography, histery, molh, and claer diverse subr
iects—including his 2volume Asimav’s Guide I the Bible. His
Guide, though, belies his avowed clheism ond concerted
efforts 10 influence “thinking people” wway from what he con-
sicdees the mulifasiows mythe of religicns of all kinds. Asimox
dignalotes ot it is olwoys inopproprice fo believe God exists
singe “God” is alwarys a premature explanotios for wholever
is being considered.

Asimav's anti-ieligious cryseding in the seme of science
and rafionclity is curieus in fight of his fomily of origin. He
¢ wis bon in 1920 to orfiodos Jewish parents in the tywn of
Petrowichi, Russia in the Savist Unian. His parens emigrated fo
the Unifed States when Asimev wos thees, sefiling in New Yark
City. There he kelped his parents run @ condy shop, even
while otending college. He received bachelor, master's and
doctorol degrees from MNew York's Celumbin Universily.
His immense obiliiies as a wiiter and communicotor

mode fsaoc Asimov an especially convinciag promoter of @
wariety of humanistic cancepls: warld goverament, population
control, and a befief in e potentiol for rightlyused fechaolagy
Fo splve the preblems of mankind.

serenee Boetion writer aed ]‘Jl;_:apuhri?.-:r ol ke scicnoe,
who served as e dicector of the Ameican Fhimaniss

Association from 1489 o 1992 Witing I Fre deqecden,

Astmiov lespves ne douli 1'<.'f__=;;i|':.|i|1g lis prersinial hediel

abwsut Cond, ver also males a nosewortdn adinsissaon;

1ooum o ohedst, oo amd oune Te ool me s
leanng 1ieme o sane i Pve Teen s aihieiss bor
weaes aned veaes, hor sochos Tolele i was
intelled il sonmeapeanable to sy noe was an
atheist, becnse 0 esaneed knowkedes 1ha
1LFIE [ll'dll.lt tl.\_l"u'ﬂ. L';"'ll'll..,'l:‘l.‘:'"u\r' ||, LR b h‘l.'[rl.'i' ILr '\n.l}r
Gt wers o bioananise e an apnostic, [ |1|1:1]|.n'
decided that T e ercatre of comion ay well
as reasann, Emotianalle Taon o aheise e
harv thie eviedence 1o prove diae el dowesany
exist, bue [ so strangly suspecs he docs’t tha

[ don't wilnt 1o wisee 13y e’

As Asimoey poinis oul, prect God does nar exdst
i impossible, and thos intellecnally hones srbeises
tind themselves ina quandarye, Flow van one ratimlls
clairn ro be an atheist iF there is oo absolute prool—
thealeetcal, philesophical, historical, or scientific—of
Ciod's non-existence? Beaanse of this problem. many
haomamiars prefer oo eall chemselves “shepuies™ inscead
af wheists. "Skepric” implies there is liece, iF ans
aolil evidenee for Gods esistence; therefore. che
Fcvanase eerraing in onlclicE adess amd unel beceer
cartlirmation s produced. As Panl Koree conrencds in
t]w __ﬂ..'{,{.l.“{,”. Hivosnir .f.J."r.'.'r.-'.rJ'r.'.H'ﬂ.l.? ﬂf- ]‘J‘H{}. “."';n:n:u]nr
Heomanists amay by agnisvics, atheisis, rartonalises, or
sheptivs. bt they find insufficieny vvidence foe the claim
that sonwe divine purpose exises for the tmiveese™
Froom Kurees conmmeni ane can constrget @ conlinlliznm
represeneing the mnge of humast theology, sith 1k
who de now oo if Cod exists on one end e, AT
ricsi. those who do non ehesd thar God exists Gleptics)
in the middle, and those who are cerediced that Cod
does noc cxist Cichelsss) ar che oter cxoreme,

Yor, i maner which label any given Secolar
Humanist prefvrs. hermanis theology is based fanda-
mentally o the dendal nf the exisicnce af God and che

swperacctural. Uhis wjection of g Cuewd-olothe-universe
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