Contents

UNIT 1  Johann Sebastian Bach....................... 3
The Story of Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685=1750)....ceeeveeieiieeieieeeeeee e 4
The Baroque Period
(1600=1750).c..cveevieieiiieieieee e 5
Bach Word Search..........ccoccovviiiiiiiinn, 6

UNIT 2 Domenico Scarlatti............................. 7
The Story of Domenico Scarlatti
(1685—1757)ccueeciieciiiiieieeeeeeee e 8
The Harpsichord...........cocovviiiiiiiiin. 9
Scarlatti Scramble..........ccccoooeiiiiiii 10

UNIT 3  George Frideric Handel.................... 11
The Story of George Frideric Handel
(1685=1759)..vviiieveeeceeeeee e 12
An Oratorio, Messiah ........................... 13
Handel Crossword...........cccoocveviinrannn.n. 14

UNIT 4  Franz Joseph Haydn ...................... 15
The Story of Franz Joseph
Haydn (1732-1809) ....ooevviiieiiiiiiieienn 16
The Sonata..........cccveeviiiiiiiiiceeee, 17
Haydn Puzzler ..., 18

UNIT 5  Muzio Clementi...............cccooeenrnnnn. 19
The Story of Muzio Clementi
(1752=1832) v, 20
The Sonatina........ccccevvveeiiiiieiiiieee, 21
Clementi Word Search...................c....... 22

UNIT 6  Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart............... 23
The Story of Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart (1756=1791) ..cccovvviiiiiieiiainn, 24
The Classical Period (1750-1820)......... 25
Mozart Scramble ...........ccoocoovviiiiiinnnn, 26

UNIT 7  Ludwig van Beethoven .................... 27
The Story of Ludwig van Beethoven
(I770=1827) e 28
The Symphony .......cccccevvviiviiiiiiine, 29
The Symphony Orchestra ..................... 29
Beethoven Crossword............cccccooeneeen. 30

UNIT 8  Frédéric Francois Chopin................. 31
The Story of Frédéric Francois
Chopin (1810-1849) ..........cccoviviinnnn 32
The Romantic Period
(1820-1900)......eeeiiiiiiieiiie e 33
Chopin Word Search..........ccccocceeveinnn. 34

UNIT 9  Robert Schumann.............................. 35
The Story of Robert Schumann
(1810—1850).....cveiviiiiiiiiiieceeee 36
Album for the Young, Op. 68 .............. 37
Schumann Scramble ...........c.ccccceveie 38

Contents

UNIT 10

UNIT 11

UNIT 12

UNIT 13

UNIT 14

UNIT 15

UNIT 16

UNIT 17

Franz LiSzt.............................ccccoeinnn,
The Story of Franz Liszt

(1811=1880). ..t
The Pianoforte..........coocveevviiiiiniiiienn..
Liszt Puzzler...........cccovviiiiiiiiiii,

Johannes Brahms .............................
The Story of Johannes Brahms

(1833—1897) e
The Character Piece ..............ccccceeenn.

Brahms Crossword ...........cccovvveeeeeeniii...

Claude Debussy..............cc...ccoevveienn...
The Story of Claude Debussy
(1862-1918) ...t
The Impressionistic Period
(1890—1910)....ccouviiiiiiiiiciiiiiciieec

Be An Impressionistic Artist..................

Scott Joplin ...............coccooiiiiii
The Story of Scott Joplin

(1808=1917).eciiiiieieiieee e
Ragtime .......oovvvviiiiiii
Joplin Word Search..........c.cccocevviiinins

Sergei Rachmaninoff......................
The Story of Sergei

Rachmaninoff (1873-1943) ...................
The CONCerto .......veeviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee,

Rachmaninoff Crossword..........c...........

Maurice Ravel ...
The Story of Maurice Ravel
(18751937 ceeieiiiiieiee e
Ma Mere 'Oye (Mother Goose

Béla Bartok................ccooooiiiini
The Story of Béla Bartok
(I881=1945)...c.uiieiiiiiiiiieeieee e
FOIK MUSIC....covvieiiiieiiiieeie e
Bartok Puzzler ..o,
Dmitri KabalevsKky..............................
The Story of Dmitri Kabalevsky
(1904—1987).c..eiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieec
The Contemporary Period
(1900—Ppresent) .......cecveeeeeieeeiie e
Name the Period ........ccccooviiviiiiiinnn.
Characteristics of the

Style Period..................cccccooviiiiiiiin,




Johann Sebastian Bach

Important Facts to Know- About
Johann Sebastian Bach

Born: 1685 in Germany
Died: 1750
Period of Music: Baroque
Instrument(s) He Played: Organ, harpsichord, clavichord, violin
Major Compositions:
Harpsichord: Little Book for the Keyboard, The Well-Tempered Clavier, Books 1 and 2
Organ: Toccata and Fugue in D Minor
Orchestra: Brandenburg Concertos
Choral: Christmas Oratorio, St. Matthew Passion

Interesting Facts: Bach taught many of his 20 children to play musical instruments. He
composed the Little Book for the Keyboard for his nine-year-old son, Wilhelm Friedemann.
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The Story of Domenico Scavlatts

(1685-1757)
n 1685, the same year that Johann on the harpsichord.
Sebastian Bach and George Frideric Handel Scarlatti established himself in Rome.
were born in Germany, Domenico Scarlatti First he composed chamber music and
was born in Naples, Italy. His father, operas for the miniature opera theater of
Alessandro Scarlatti, was an important Queen Maria Casimira who was exiled from
composer of operas and was credited with Poland. In 1715, he became music director
developing the form of Italian opera that of St. Peter’s in Rome. Handel left Rome and
prevailed in the 18th century. there seems to have been no more contact
Taught at first by his father, Domenico between the two friends, though they
followed in his father’s footsteps and began continued to admire and respect each other.
to compose opera. His first operas, Ottavia In 1720, Scarlatti became court
ristituita al trono and Giustino were harpsichordist to the King of Portugal and
performed when Domenico was 18 years old. teacher of Princess Maria Barbara in Lisbon.
The keyboard music he
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L : : composed for Princess Maria

¥ 'S N Barbara turned out to be his
*’( s ¥ - ' greatest contribution to music

%" : % . literature. He returned to

L . g Naples in 1725 when his

. ' 2 = ‘ # : father died. In 1728, he
married Maria Catalina Gentili,
and together they had five
children. In 1729, Princess
Maria Barbara married the
Spanish crown prince who
became King of Spain.
Scarlatti followed her to Spain
and spent the rest of his life in
Maria Barbara’s service. Many
of his keyboard sonatas reflect
the vivid colors and vital
i 9 rhythms of Spanish folk music

A _ ‘ and dances.
/ ) In 1738, Scarlatti’s 30
— P Essercizi per Gravicembalo
(Studies for Harpsichord) were

. _ _ Zg’r;fgryjff efacfjrrf and published in London and

In 1705, his father sent him to Venice became widely used. He
to study with Gasparini who was musical composed over 500 single-
director at the Ospedale della pieta, where movement sonatas as well as innovative
the composer Antonio Vivaldi also served. compositions foreshadowing the sonata form.
While in Venice, Domenico met George One of his most famous keyboard pieces is
Frideric Handel and they became good called “The Cat’s Fugue,” K. 30, L. 499.
friends. Scarlatti and Handel admired each Scarlatti’s cat walked over the keyboard
other, and once traveled to Rome together. striking notes that Scarlatti used for the
A patron of the arts, Cardinal Ottoboni, subject of the fugue. Scarlatti’s keyboard
arranged a contest between them on the sonatas alone p]ace him among the great
harpsichord and organ. Handel won the Baroque composers.
organ honors, but Scarlatti was unbeatable
8 MEET THE GREAT COMPOSERS






