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12 UNIT 1
Staff, Clefs, Notes

Half Note

A half note looks like this:

Two half notes equal one whole note.
A half note lasts half as long as a whole note.

To draw a half note, begin by drawing an oval,
like a whole note. This part of the note is called
the notehead.

Then add a line on the right side of the notehead,
like this. The line is called a stem.

Sometimes the stem goes down, like this.

If the stem goes down, it’s on the left side of
the notehead. If the stem goes up,

it’s on the right side of the notehead.

Step 1

stem

notehead

Step 2

notehead

stem

Trace each half note shown below. Then draw three more half notes to the right of each one you traced.

Half notes look like this on a staff:
I stem goes up — ]

D :

—

L stem goes down N

All half notes below the 3rd line have the stem going up.
All half notes on or above the 3rd line have the stem going down.
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