
Phonics
Phonics is the system of sound-symbol association 
that is taught to children for the purposes of 
learning to read and spell. Since most adults 
have a poor understanding of phonics, a quick 
overview will be helpful. 

Phonogram
A letter or letter group that is a spelling for a sound 
is called a phonogram. Each letter of the alphabet is 
a phonogram. Various letter combinations, such as 
ch, sh, th, ae, ay, etc., are also phonograms. Some 
phonograms, such as the consonants b, d, f, k, m, n, 
p, q, r, t, v, z, are symbols for only one sound. Other 
phonograms, such as the vowels and the consonants 
c, s, g, and y, are symbols for more than one sound. 

Phoneme
A phoneme is a speech sound. The speech 
sounds of the English language are written 

between slash marks. We have to distinguish 
between symbols and sounds because some 
letters are symbols for more than one sound, 
and some sounds are spelled by more than 
one symbol. For instance, the letter c, has two 
sounds, /s/ and /k/. /s/ should be read ssssss; /k/ 
should be read as the sound of k. If you look 
at Phonics Flashcards #41 and 42 you will see 
that the phonogram c has these two sounds 
which appear on the back of the cards. 

English spelling has many phonograms.
In an ideal alphabet there would be the same 
number of sounds as letters and every letter 
would represent only one sound. The Latin 
alphabet is nearly that perfect, which makes 
Latin words very easy to pronounce and spell. 
Most modern languages, such as Spanish and 
Italian, are also very regular. English, however, 
is the most complex and irregular of any of the 
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Lesson 1 long a why, be, animal transitioning between short 
vowels and long vowels A Sad Tale 6

Lesson 2 Digraphs: sh The Ship 14

Lesson 3 long i says, how, many, 
who, my How Much Is a Dime? 22

Lesson 4 Digraphs: th those, these Who Is Like a Moth? 30

Lesson 5 long o some, come, move, 
done Do Not Mope 38

Lesson 6 Digraphs: ch What Game? 46

Lesson 7 long u all, little, down
Zeke and the Queen
Tate Makes a Vase
Zeke the Pup

54

Lesson 8 Digraphs: wh where, who, why

Who? What? When? 
Where? Why?
Duke’s Mule
Shane and Thad

64

Lesson 9
Final 
Consonant 
Blends

The Lamp 72

Lesson 10 s-blends Smoke! 78

Lesson 11 r-blends Fred’s Truck 84

Lesson 12 l-blends
Wish for Fish
A Hole in Trish’s Dress 
Steve Can Sketch

90
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Lesson 1
The power of magic e

Silent e at the end of a one-syllable word makes the vowel before it say its name.
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Lesson 1Lesson 1

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Choose one of the silent e words below. Illustrate it.

read 

trace 
add e
read 

read

trace 
add e
read 

read

trace 
add e
read 

man cap can
man_ cap_ can_
rat pan tap
rat_ pan_ tap_
hat fad mad
hat_ fad_ mad_
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Lesson 1

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

rak_	 saf_ 
gaz_	 cas_  
sav_	 lak_ 
dat_	 cav_ 
at_	 Jan_  
sal_	 lan_ 
wad_	 tam_
Kat_	 tal_
why  w     	 be  b
animal    a	

add e 
read

add e 
read

add e 
read

add e 
read

add e 
read

add e 
read

add e 
read

add e 
read

read 
write 1x

read 
write 1x
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Lesson 1
Choose one sentence below to illustrate.

Jane gave me the cake.
Gaze at the vase on sale.
Is it safe to wade in the lake?
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Lesson 1
Match the magic e word with the correct picture.

lake

vase

cape

lane

mane

rake

wave

base
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A Sad Tale

Why is Kate sad? Kate had a red cape. The 
cape got lost. It is not here. Did she take it to the 
cave? No, she did not. Did she take it to the lake? 
No, she did not take it there. Is it on the gate? 
No, it is not there.

 Kate's cape fell in the lane when she went to 
the bake sale. An animal ate a bit of the cape. That 
is why Kate is so sad.
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Dictation 1

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

cake
safe
date
pale
mane
cave
fade
lake
gate
Her name is Jane.
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Assessment 1
Long a

rake

wade

safe

tale

cake

late

case

Kate

gaze

pave

lake

vase

save

take

cave

name

ate

mane

cape

cane

date

make

gave

came

gale

lame

Jane

wave

game

pale

lane

gate

sale

bake

tame

base

rate

pane

tape

mate


