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This binder-builder is especially made to go along with 

A History of Us™  

Making Thirteen Colonies

By Joy Hakim

It was created with her blessing!
See her entire series at 

http://www.joyhakim.com

 

Join us on Facebook!

Authors: Nancy Fileccia and Paula Winget
Copyright © 2012
Published by A Journey Through Learning, L.L.C.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form without 
written permission from the publisher. Permission is granted to print for one family 
use only. Purchase of this lapbook does not entitle reproduction of any part of this 
lapbook for any entire school, district, system. Such use is strictly prohibited. 

Printed in the United States of America

Please check our website at:

www.ajourneythroughlearning.com

While there, sign up for our email newsletters and receive a FREE lapbook!

 You’ll also receive great discount codes, special offers, and find out

 what’s new and what’s to come!

Many images from Shmoop.com with permission.
Clip art is from www.clipart.com with permission
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Special thank you to Joy Hakim for permission to use her wonderful book A History of Us: 

Making Thirteen Colonies.

Also for her valuable input and editing of the original manuscript.

A History of Us™ is published by 
Oxford University Press
198 Madison Avenue
New York, New York 10016

Printed in China

Check out all of the wonderful products by Joy Hakim at

 www.JoyHakim.com
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What you need to get started

*A printed copy of A History of Us –Binder-Builder ™  by A Journey Through 
Learning
*A Printed copy of A History of Us-Making Thirteen Colonies book 
*15 pieces of 8.5 x 11 colored cardstock
*1 inch 3-ring binder with clear sleeve insert on the front
*Scissors
*Glue (We recommend Zip Dry Glue or Elmer’s Extreme glue)
*Hole puncher
*Brads
*Stapler
*Crayons and/or colored pencils

Hamburger Fold- Fold horizontally

Hotdog Fold- Fold vertically

Folds- Sometimes labeled with a small line to show where the fold is.

Dotted Lines- These are the cutting lines.

Cover Labels- Some of the booklets will have a cover label that will need to be 
glued to the top to cover a blank space. 

Terminology used throughout Binder-Builder™
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The Story of Us book is broken up into 42 units. Each page in the Binder-
Builder will cover three chapters. By using the Binder-Builders along with this 
wonderful book, you will be able to bring and gather so much of what your child 
is learning and store it into one fun-packed binder! No more lost papers.
As you read through The Story of Us, use the Binder-Builder to re-tell what your 
child has learned. Feel free to tailor the booklets to your child. Some days you 
can simply draw instead of write. Or find the information on the internet and 
glue it onto the booklet. The choice is YOURS! 

 

What is a Binder-Builder?

How Do I Use it With A Story of Us? 

A Binder-Builder is a new name for an old concept! It is simply taking a 3-ring binder 
and colored cardstock and turning it into a wonderful showcase of your child’s 

learning year!

Gather your pieces of cardstock and 3-hole punch them. Next, in the lower right-
hand corner number your cardstock from 1-15. Place in 3-ring binder. The front of 
the first page will have your cover sheet glued to it. Then, your first “detail” sheet will 

be glued to the back of that page. The booklets for your first chapter will then be 
glued to the front of your second page. This lay-out allows you to view anything for 
the chapter you are studying at the same time! You will follow this process 
throughout the entire binder-builder.
 
Located at the top right corner of each page, you will find the chapter and the pages 
where it can be found in The Story of Us book. Each page will also have all 
directions for the construction of the mini-booklet, pages to read, and what your 
student will record in the mini-booklet after reading to show what is learned. A small 
key is also here to show you where to glue each mini-booklet onto the card stock.

How Do I Set Up My Binder-Builder?
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Front of Binder- Page slides 

down into front sleeve insert. 
Not all binders have a front 

sleeve insert so this sheet is 

optional.

First page-This is the “cover 

sheet.” 

See next page of Binder-Builder 

below.

Left side- Chapters 1-3 

Vocabulary

Right Side- Chapters 1-3 

Booklets

See next page of Binder-Builder 

below.

Left side- Chapters 4-6 

Vocabulary

Right Side- Chapters 4-6 

Booklets

Binder-Builder continues in this 

format until History of Us book is 

complete.
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Table of Contents

1. A Sign in the Sky
2. Across the Ocean
3. The First Virginians
4. English Settlers Come to Stay
5. John Smith
6. The Starving Time
7. A Lord, A Hurricane, A Wedding
8. A Share in America
9. Jamestown Makes It!
10. 1619- A Big Year
11. Indians vs. Colonists
12. Massacre in Virginia, Poverty in England
13. The Mayflower: Saints and Strangers
14. Pilgrims, Indians, and Puritans
15. Puritans, Puritans, and More Puritans
16. Of Towns and Schools and Sermons
17. Roger Williams
18. “Woman, Hold Your Tongue”

19. Statues on the Common
20. Of Witches and Dinosaurs
21. Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Maine
22. King Philip’s War

23. The Pueblos Win- at Least for Now
24. What’s a Colony?
25. Silvernails and Big Tub
26. West to Jersey
27. Cromwell and Charles
28. William the Wise
29. Ben Franklin
30. Maryland’s Form of Toleration

31. Carry Me Back to Ole Virginny
32. The Good Life
33. Virginia’s Capital

34. Pretend Some More
35. South Carolina: Riches, Rice, Slaves
36. North Carolina: Dissenters and Pirates
37. Royal Colonies and a No-Blood Revolution
38. A Nasty Triangle
39. Four and Nine Makes Thirteen
40. Over the Mountains
41. Westward Ho
42. The End- and the Beginning
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Cover Sheet. Cut out the cover sheet and glue to the first page of your Binder-Builder. 
On the lines, write your answer to the question.

A History of Us™
Making Thirteen Colonies

(1600-1740)

Can people who don’t look alike build 

a free and equal society together? 
Why or why not?
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Cut out and glue to the back of page 1.

Vocabulary from Chapters 1-3

Chapter 1:

Comet:

Astronomer:

Chapter 2:

Embark:

Gaudy:

Chapter 3:

Estuary: 
 

Werowance:

1. A Sign in the Sky
2. Across the Ocean
3. The First Virginians

Privateer:
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Page 2

Read Chapter 1.

Cut out the booklet as one long piece. Fold on the lines like a fan. Glue 
onto the front of page 2. 
Directions: Inside of the booklet, write your answer.

1. A Sign in the Sky

Why was the year 
1607 so important?
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Page 2

Read Chapter 2.

Cut out booklet. Glue onto the front of page 2.
Directions: On the booklet, create a poster to help entice settlers to the 
New World.

2. Across the Ocean
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Page 2

Read Chapter 3.

Cut out as one piece. Hotdog fold in half. Cut on dotted lines to make 
flaps. Glue onto the front of page 2.
Directions: Under each flap, tell something you have learned. 

3. The First Virginians

G
LU

EWoodland
Indians

 Powhatan

Life style of 
the 

Woodland 
Indians
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Cut out and glue to the back of page 2.

Vocabulary from Chapters 4-6

Chapter 4:

Yeoman:

Typhoid fever:

Chapter 5:

Intrigued:

Palisades:

Chapter 6:

Provisions: 
 

Starving Time:

Quench:

4. English Settlers Come to Stay
5. John Smith
6. The Starving Time
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Page 3

Read Chapter 4.

Cut out the booklet as one piece. Hamburger fold in half. Cut out the cover 
label and glue on the top. Glue onto the front of page 3. 
Directions: Inside of the booklet, write what you have learned.

4. English Settlers Come to Stay

Cover label

Location

Jamestown

When was it 
established 

and by whom?
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Page 3

Read Chapter 5.

Cut out the two pieces. Stack the title piece on top. Staple down the left 
hand side. Glue onto the front of page 3. 
Directions: Inside of the booklet, write what you have learned.

5. John Smith

Tell about him

Colony he governed:
Capt. John 

Smith
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Page 3 Read Chapter 6.

Cut out large square. Glue onto the front of page 3. Cut out the 3 
small booklets. Hamburger fold them on middle line. Glue all 3 
booklets on the large booklet.
Directions: Inside each booklet, write what you have learned.

6. The Starving Time

Who was the 
first baby 
born in 

Jamestown?

What was 
the year of 
the event?

What was 
the Starving 

Time?
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