— Stories from God’s Word Series —




ssaid Aueqr uensuy) 610z @ buAdod



— Stories from God’'s Word Series —

. Al 2 ESIAMENT

4«&“.

\-\_}

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY PRESS * ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS




Bible Treasures

Stories in this Bible storybook are adapted from The Child’s Story Bible
Volumes 1 & 2, 1935; Volume 3, 1936. By Catherine Frances Vos (Smith).
Originally published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co. Public Domain.

Copyright © 2015 Christian Liberty Press
All rights reserved. Copies of this product may be made by the purchaser for personal or immediate

family use only. Reproduction or transmission of this product—in any form or by any means—for use
outside of the immediate family is not allowed without prior permission from the publisher.

A publication of

Christian Liberty Press

502 West Euclid Avenue
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60004
www.christianlibertypress.com
www.shopchristianliberty.com

Compiled and edited by Amber Bennett

Copyediting by Diane C. Olson

Layout by Bob Fine and Edward J. Shewan

Cover design by Bob Fine

Cover illustration by David Bergquist

Text illustrations by Keith R. Neely

Activity illustrations by David Bergquist and Drew Rowland

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Catechism questions and answers are from First Catechism (copyright © 2003, Great Commission
Publications, Inc.). Used by permission.

First Catechism, from which questions and answers appear in this curriculum, is available in booklet
form from Christian Liberty Press.

ISBN 978-1-932971-94-1 (print)
ISBN 978-1-932971-95-8 (eBook PDF)

Printed in the United States of America

ii



Matthew to Revelation

INEFOAUCHION caveiiieiitt ettt v
Unit 1 The Birth Of JORI couvoeieicieieeeeeeee ettt sttt a st saean 1
Unit 2 THE BIrth Of JESUS .c.vivieeieeieeietetecteeeee ettt ettt ettt et e v esaesaesae et essessesaesaens 9
Unit 3 JESUS GIOWS UP ..ttt 17
Unit 4 JESUS FOLLOWETS ...ttt ettt nenserenen 25
Unit 5 Jesus Begins His WOIK .......cccccuiiiiiiiiiiciiiciccccsicccccccccne 31
Unit 6 Some Believe, SOme DONt......cccueueueiriririnininiieeccccccieeeesree e 39
Unit 7 Jesus Heals and Preaches ...ttt ennns 47
Unit 8 Jesus Teaches in Parables .......oooviviiiiiiiiciicieececteeestesest ettt sae e enns 55
Unit 9 JeSUS MINISTIY GIOWS ....cvuvuiueiineecieiriiaceeieeeicretetcicseeseesese s sseesesesseaesenes 61
Unit 10 The Miracles Of JESUS....c.viuiviiiiieiieictietceeteetetestere ettt er oot es e esese s enenen 69
Unit 11 Jesus’ Message Spreads..........cciiinicinciicinisiesicsisscsscsssse s sens 77
Unit 12 JeSUS DISCIPLES ..vveuieiiieicieiricicieirecietetscie ettt 85
Unit 13 Opposition t0 Jesus MeSSAZE .......cvuwuerrureererrmrireueremrierereeeenessesesesesenesesessesens 93
Unit 14  The Importance of Jesus” MeSSage.........coueceurureererrmricreurrnecrenreeecresseeaesenene 103
Unit 15 Parables Of JESUS ..ouiviiviiiiiiieiiieeetestestee et sae et et et essessesaesaesasessensensas 111
Unit 16 MOre Parables........ccccieieieiiiririr ettt 119
Unit 17 The Resurrection and the Life........cccocovriiiiieiiieerrrceeeeeeeee 127
Unit 18  The Triumphant ENtry ... 135
Unit 19 Jesus FIinal DAY ..o sseseseeaees 143
Unit 20  Jesus Arrest and Trial .....occooviiiiiviiiieieiccecceeeeeee et 151
Unit 21 The Death of ChriSt......ccccceuiiriririririireccceeeieeee e 159
Unit 22 Christ’s Death and Resurrection..........ooccceeeeueueieieninninnnnencsceeeeeenenenes 167
Unit 23 CRriSt’s ASCENSION. ....cuiuiuiurieieiriririeieiseire ettt ettt esesesenes 175

iii



Bible Treasures

Unit 24

Unit 25

Unit 26

Unit 27

Unit 28

Unit 29

Unit 30

Unit 31

Unit 32

Unit 33

Unit 34

Unit 35

Unit 36

The Promised HOLY SPIrit .......coeveueiriicuniriiciriiecirceeecreeeeeeeienes 183
Persecution in the Church.........ocoooviieiieiiiiii e 191
The Conversion of Saul........ccvvvirriniiieeeeeee e 199
The Gospel for All People.......c.coccueriicunirineciririccinrecceecrceeeeeesecaenees 207
The ChUurch GrOWS .....c.c.cueueieiriririri et 215
Paul and Barnabas ...........cccceeeeeriennieeeseeeee ettt 223
The GOSpel SPreads ......c.ccvvrrrrririeececcceee e 231
The Power of GOd’s WOTd ... 239
Paul Stands for Truth ..o 247
Paul’s Arrest and Trial........coovveerrnininieeeeeeeeeeseser e 255
Heroes of the Faith .......c.cooriienneeeeeee e 263
The Last TRINGS ....ceviueeieeiieceecceeieeee e ssesenaes 273
FINAL REVIEW ...ttt 283
ANSWET KEY ..ot 289
CatechisSm QUESTIONS 1=65...c.uiouiiiiiiiisieeeieietetetestesteere et esessessesresas s ensesses 301

v



Introduction

Bible Treasures: New Testament is a children’s Bible storybook written specifically for sec-
ond graders, though children of many ages will enjoy the familiar stories and accompa-
nying pictures. As the title implies, this book focuses on stories found within the books
of Matthew through Revelation. Characters such as Jesus Christ, Peter, Matthew, Mark,
Luke, John, Paul, Timothy, and others are brought to life within these pages.

Bible Treasures is based on a thirty-six week school year. Each week consists of four Bible
lessons and one review lesson. While this may seem like a lot of stories for young stu-
dents, this format is intended to provide the children with a comprehensive, chronologi-
cal overview of the Bible books of the New Testament. The stories naturally follow one
another and are short enough that they can easily be reread as often as your child desires
and your time allows.

Each weekly lesson also includes questions about the Bible story, one thought question,
a weekly Bible memory verse, and a question from First Catechism (copyright © 2003,
Great Commission Publications). The story questions are easily answered in a few words.
The thought questions are meant to promote thought and discussion between you and
your child and may be done orally. The memory verses and catechism questions are
meant to be memorized by your child in order to help hide God’s Word and truth in
his or her heart. Teachers and parents are encouraged to review the weekly Bible verse
and appropriate catechism question each day to help their child memorize them more
quickly.

A review lesson is provided at the end of each week. This lesson reviews the weekly Bible
verse and catechism questions from the week. This review will also, as the weeks pass
by, begin including catechism questions from previous lessons and from Bible Treasures:
Genesis through Ruth and Bible Treasures: 1 Samuel through Malachi. An activity, meant
to help students review some of the week’s Bible lessons, is also provided in the review
lesson at the end of each week.

An answer key is provided at the end of this book. The answers correspond to the ques-
tions listed at the end of each Bible story, the weekly review questions, and activity ques-
tions, if applicable. No answers are provided for the thought questions, as they are meant
merely to help guide discussion.

Amber Bennett
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The Birth of John

LESSON 1

The New Testament

Isaiah 9:6

If you will open your Bible a little way past the middle, you
will find the end of the Old Testament. This is the end of
the first part of the Bible, in which we learned about God,
His creation, and the men and women He chose. In the Old
Testament, we learned about Abraham and his family; we
also learned about the judges, the kings, and the prophets.

Next find the last page of the end of the first part of the
Bible; on the very next page, you will find the words, “The
New Testament.” This is the start of the second part of the
Bible, in which we will learn about Jesus Christ, God’s Son;
He is the Savior of God’s chosen people.

Between the Old and New Testaments there was a long time
when nothing was added to the Bible; 400 years passed
before the New Testament began. The Bible does not tell us
what happened during those 400 years, but we can find out
some things by reading history books about that time.

During those 400 years, the Jewish people were living in
the land of Palestine, waiting. The people had been waiting
since the time of the prophet Isaiah, 700 years earlier. They
had been waiting since the time of their forefather Abra-
ham, who had lived 1,900 years before.

All this time, the Jewish people were waiting and longing
for a child, whom God had promised to send to save His

Questions

people. God first gave this promise to Eve in the garden of
Eden when He said that one day one of her offspring would
crush Satan’s head because Satan had brought sin and death
into the world by tempting Eve to disobey God. This prom-
ised child would bring everlasting life to God’s people.

Many vyears later, God promised Abraham that this child
would be one of his many descendants and that all the
nations of the world would be blessed by Him. Ever since
then, the Jewish people had been watching for His coming.

Then the great prophet Isaiah prophesied the child’s com-
ing when he said, “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a
Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).

The prophet Micah then prophesied that the child would be
born in the town of Bethlehem. God also made many other
promises about the child He would send. This child would
be Jesus, God’s own Son sent to earth as a baby to save God’s
people from their sins. The New Testament tells the story of
Jesus and all the things He taught God’s people.

The story begins after 400 years of silence, when the time for
God’s promised Son had finally arrived.

1. What is the second part of the Bible called?

2. God first promised the coming of a child who would save His people in the of

3. How many years passed between the end of the Old and the beginning of the New Testament?

4. What was the promised child’s name?

Thought Question

Why might God have made His people wait so long for the promised Savior? Why didn’t God send Jesus right away?

Catechism
Question 109: What is prayer?

Answer 109: Prayer is praising God, giving thanks for all his blessings, and asking him for the things he has promised

in the Bible.

Memory Verse
Matthew 6:9

In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.
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LESSON 2

The Priest Who Could Not Speak

Luke 1:5-25

In the land of Israel, a good old priest named Zacharias
lived. His wife was named Elizabeth. Zacharias and Eliza-
beth were both godly people, worshiping God as He com-
manded. This priest and his wife had one great sorrow: they
had no children. They were both now so old that they no
longer expected they would ever have children.

However, Zacharias still had work to do as a priest. When
all the people came to the temple to pray, it was sometimes
Zacharias’ job to go into the temple and burn the sweet
smelling incense on the altar.

One day, when Zacharias was burning the incense, an angel
appeared on the right side of the altar. Zacharias was afraid,
but the angel spoke kindly to him. He said, “Do not be
afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name
John” (Luke 1:13). Many people would be glad at John’s
birth, for he would be the man who made people ready for
the coming of God’s promised Son.

Zacharias was amazed at what the angel said. He asked the
angel how he would know that the angel was telling the
truth.

Questions

Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the pres-
ence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you
these glad tidings. But behold, you will be mute and not
able to speak until the day these things take place, because
you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their
own time” (Luke 1:19-20). Mute means “unable to speak.”

While the angel was speaking to Zacharias, the people out-
side the temple were growing worried. They did not know
what was taking the priest so long, and they wondered if
something had happened to him.

Finally, Zacharias came outside, and the people asked him
what had happened. But Zacharias was unable to say a word
and could not tell the people what had happened. The peo-
ple were amazed and understood that Zacharias had seen
a vision, but they did not know what Zacharias had heard.

After his work at the temple was done, Zacharias went home
to his wife, Elizabeth. Sure enough, the angel’s words came
true, and Elizabeth knew that she was going to have a baby.
Elizabeth was very happy and knew that her baby would be
a special gift from the Lord.

1. Who was Zacharias wife?

3. Theangel

should name

4. Zacharias was unable to speak when he came out of the temple because he did not

the angel.

Thought Question

Why was it important to have someone born before Jesus who would proclaim the coming of Jesus to the people?

Catechism
Question 109: What is prayer?

Answer 109: Prayer is praising God, giving thanks for all his blessings, and asking him for the things he has promised

in the Bible.

Memory Verse
Matthew 6:9

In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.
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LESSON 3

The Angel’s Message

Luke 1:26-56

In the city of Nazareth lived a young woman who was
Elizabeth’s cousin. Her name was Mary, and although she
was not yet married, she soon would be because she was
engaged to a good man named Joseph.

One day, when Mary was alone, the angel Gabriel appeared
to her with a joyful message. Mary had found favor with
God and was called blessed among women. God was going
to give Mary the greatest honor that any woman had ever
had. God would send Mary a son, a boy who would also be
the Son of God Himself. This was the child God had prom-
ised to Eve, to Abraham, and all the way to Isaiah. This was
the child for whom all Israel had been waiting, the child
who would save God’s people from their sins.

Mary asked the angel how she could have a child when she
was not married. Gabriel explained that Mary’s son would
not have an earthly father. Instead, He would be the Son of
God. Because He was the Son of Mary as well as the Son of
God, this baby would be both God and man.

It sounded impossible, but Gabriel told Mary, “With God
nothing will be impossible” (Luke 1:37).

So Mary humbly answered, “Behold the maidservant of the
Lord! Let it be to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).

Questions

Before Gabriel left, he told Mary that her cousin Elizabeth
was also going to have a baby. When Gabriel did leave, Mary
was so full of joy and wonder that she went immediately to
visit her cousin Elizabeth.

Mary made the journey quickly. When she arrived, she
found Elizabeth and greeted her. As soon as Elizabeth heard
Mary’s voice, the baby in her womb leaped. Then Elizabeth
greeted Mary saying, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb!” (Luke 1:42). Elizabeth
was honored that the mother of her Lord would come to
visit her.

Then Mary poured out her heart in praise to God. She said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in
God my Savior ... holy is His name. And His mercy is on
those who fear Him ... He has helped His servant Israel, in
remembrance of His mercy, as He spoke to our fathers, to
Abraham and to his seed forever” (Luke 1:46-55).

Mary and Elizabeth were so joyful over what the Lord
had done for them. Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three
months. After that long visit, she went back home to prepare
to have her baby.

1. Mary lived in what city?

2. To whom was Mary engaged?

3. With God

4. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s voice, the baby

in her womb.

Thought Question

Why was it important for the coming Savior to be both God and man?

Catechism
Question 109: What is prayer?

Answer 109: Prayer is praising God, giving thanks for all his blessings, and asking him for the things he has promised

in the Bible.

Memory Verse
Matthew 6:9

In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.
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LESSON 4

The Birth of John

Luke 1:57-80

Not long after all these things, it was time for Elizabeth’s
baby to be born. Just as the angel had promised Zacharias,
the baby was a boy. Zacharias and Elizabeth were very happy,
and all their friends and neighbors rejoiced with them.

When the boy was eight days old, all of Zacharias and Eliza-
beth’s friends came together for a celebration. According to
Jewish tradition, this was the day that the baby was given a
name.

All the friends and relatives thought it would be nice to
name the baby boy after his father and call him Zacharias.
Elizabeth, however, told all her friends no. She told them
firmly that the baby was to be named John. Her friends were
confused. No one in the family was named John, and they
saw no reason to name this baby John.

Ever since Zacharias had met the angel in the temple, he
had not been able to speak. Yet he had communicated to
Elizabeth that the baby should be named John. Now Zacha-
rias could still not speak, but the friends turned to him and
asked what the baby’s name should be.

Zacharias asked for something to write on. They gave him
a writing tablet, and Zacharias wrote, “His name is John”
(Luke 1:63). As soon as he wrote those words, Zacharias was

Questions

1.

family was named

2. Assoon as he wrote the baby’s name, Zacharias was able to

3. God called John to the way for

4. Where did John live until he was ready for that work?
Thought Question

The friends and neighbors were confused about the baby’s name because

able to speak again. He began to praise God. When all the
friends and neighbors heard Zacharias begin to speak, they
became afraid and amazed.

The story of Zacharias and the birth of his son John was
discussed throughout the entire land. Everyone who heard
it was amazed and wondered what kind of man John would
grow up to be.

Then Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
prophesy. He blessed God for His mercy and deliverance.
Then he turned to his son and said, “And you, child, will
be called the prophet of the Highest; for you will go before
the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge
of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins,
through the tender mercy of our God, with which the Day-
spring from on high has visited us; to give light to those who
sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet
into the way of peace” (Luke 1:76-79).

The hand of the Lord was with John as he grew up. He grew
to become a man of strong and noble spirit. When he was
old enough, he went out to live in the desert. John stayed
there in the desert until it was time to do the work God had
called him to do: prepare the way for Jesus, the Son of God.

Why did all the people who heard the story wonder what kind of man John would grow up to be?

Catechism
Question 109: What is prayer?

Answer 109: Prayer is praising God, giving thanks for all his blessings, and asking him for the things he has promised

in the Bible.

Memory Verse
Matthew 6:9

In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.
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LESSON 5
Week 1 Review

Memory Verse
Matthew 6:9

Catechism
Question 1: Who made you?

Question 2: What else did God make?

Question 3: Why did God make you and all things?
Question 4: How can you glorify God?

Question 109: What is prayer?

To the Teacher: The answers to catechism questions 1-4 are found on page 301.

Activity
Number the Order of Events
Number the parts of Zacharias’ story in order from one to nine.
__ Elizabeth has a baby boy.
__ Gabriel appears to Zacharias.
__ Gabriel appears to Mary.
__ Zacharias names his son John.
___ The baby leaps in Elizabeth’s womb.
__ Zacharias is able to speak again.
___ Maryis amazed to hear that her child will be God’s Son.
___ Zacharias is not able to speak.

Mary goes to visit her cousin, Elizabeth.
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The Birth of Jesus

LESSON 6

Joseph’s Dream

Matthew 1:18-25

While Zacharias and Elizabeth were celebrating the birth
of their son, Mary had returned home. We must remember
that Mary was engaged to Joseph, a man of Nazareth.

Joseph was a good man who worked as a carpenter. How-
ever, he had not seen the angel who appeared to Mary. Mary
had told Joseph what the angel Gabriel had said. Joseph
knew that Mary was going to have a baby, but he also knew
she was not yet married. He did not understand everything
Mary was telling him.

He was very sad to do it, but Joseph began to think it might
be better for him not to marry Mary at all.

Joseph spent much time thinking about all these things
and wondering what he should do. Then one night, he had
a remarkable dream.

In Joseph’s dream, an angel appeared. The angel told Joseph
that he should not be afraid to take Mary as his wife. The
angel explained that everything Mary had told Joseph was

Questions

true. Mary would have a son, and her baby would also be
the Son of God.

Then the angel told Joseph that when the baby was born,
Joseph and Mary were to name the baby Jesus. The name
Jesus means “Savior.” Mary’s baby boy would be the Son of
God, and He would save God’s people from their sins.

When Joseph woke up, he did not forget his dream. He
obeyed God and took Mary as his wife.

Even though Jesus would be the Son of God, Joseph would
help take care of Him and Mary while He was on earth.
All these things were done just as God had promised His
people.

“So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: ‘Behold,
the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall
call His name Immanuel, which is translated, ‘God with
us,” (Matthew 1:22-23).

1. When he found out Mary was going to have a

Joseph thought it might be better to not

2. Joseph changed his mind after an

3. What was Joseph supposed to name Mary’s baby?

4. Jesus would save God’s

Thought Question

from their

Why might God have wanted Jesus to have Joseph to help take care of Him while He was on earth?

Catechism
Question 110: In whose name should we pray?
Answer 110: Only in the name of Christ
Memory Verse
Matthew 6:10

Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
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LESSON 7

Jesus’ Birth in Bethlehem

Luke 2:1-7

In those days, the Roman emperor, Caesar Augustus, ruled
over much of the world. He decided to make a law that all
the people in his empire should pay a tax to the Roman gov-
ernment. He ordered all the people to go to the towns they
were originally from and to stay there until they had paid
the tax.

Joseph was a descendant of David, who had lived in the
town of Bethlehem. So Joseph and Mary, who was now his
wife, traveled together from Nazareth to Bethlehem from
where Joseph’s family came. The journey was not easy, for it
was almost time for Mary to have her baby. Then, when they
arrived in Bethlehem, they found an even bigger problem.

Bethlehem was not a very big town. Many people were
forced to come to Bethlehem because of the emperor’s law.
All the people who came to be taxed needed a place to stay.
By the time Joseph and Mary arrived in Bethlehem, they
could not find any place to stay for the night. Every house

Questions

was full. They knocked on inn doors, but there was no room
for them anywhere.

Finally, someone said that if they were willing, he would let
Mary and Joseph stay in his stable with his animals. Because
there was nowhere else to go, Joseph and Mary agreed. They
spent the night in the stable with the animals. That very
night, the time came for Mary to give birth to her baby.

Jesus, the Son of God, was born in a lowly stable in the small
town of Bethlehem. This little baby who was born in such
lowly conditions was sent by God to save His people from
their sins.

Mary and Joseph were very happy. Then Mary wrapped her
firstborn Son in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger,
which was normally used to feed the animals. Swaddling
cloths are pieces of material tied together by bandage-like
strips.

This was a glorious night. The Son of God, the promised
Savior, had finally come to earth just as God had promised.

1. Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem to pay a

2. Mary and Joseph had to spend the night in a stable because there was no
3. Where did Mary lay Jesus after wrapping Him in swaddling cloths?
4. This was such a glorious night because the promised

Thought Question

Why do people need a Savior?

Catechism
Question 110: In whose name should we pray?
Answer 110: Only in the name of Christ
Memory Verse
Matthew 6:10

had finally come.

Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

10
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LESSON 8

The Shepherds, Simeon, and Anna

Luke 2:8-38

When a prince is born on earth, all the bells throughout the
kingdom are rung for joy. Trumpeters ride in every direction
to proclaim the royal birth. So too, when God’s Son was born
on earth, heralds came to announce His coming. Instead of
men riding on horses, these heralds were shining angels.

On the night Jesus was born, a group of shepherds were in
the fields near Bethlehem keeping watch over their sheep.
Suddenly, the glory of the Lord shone around them. A glo-
rious light from heaven filled the sky. An angel of the Lord
came near, and the shepherds were terrified.

Yet the angel spoke to them and said, “Do not be afraid, for
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be
to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be
the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling
cloths, lying in a manger” (Luke 2:10-12). Then the whole
sky filled with angels. A multitude of the heavenly host
praised God saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:14).

The shepherds were amazed. As soon as the angels disap-
peared, the shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to see the
wondrous thing the Lord had done. Just as the angel had
said, the shepherds found the baby lying in a manger. They
knew this child was the promised Savior, and they rejoiced
and worshiped Him. As they returned to their sheep, the
shepherds praised God and glorified His name. They told
everyone they met what they had heard and seen that night.

Soon Mary’s son was eight days old, and it was time to name
Him. Joseph remembered what the angel in his dream told
him, and named the baby Jesus.

Questions

1. The angels said, “

Also at the time, it was traditional for Jews to bring their
firstborn sons to the temple to be presented to the Lord
when they were a month old. So Mary and Joseph brought
Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem.

An old man named Simeon lived near the temple. He was
a godly man who was waiting patiently for the promised
Savior. God had spoken to Simeon and told him he would
see the promised child before he died.

Just as Mary and Joseph were bringing Jesus to the temple,
God’s Spirit led Simeon there, as well. The old man knew
immediately that the baby he saw was the promised Sav-
ior. He took the baby in his arms and said, “Lord, now You
are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your
word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation” (Luke 2:29-30).

Joseph and Mary marveled at what Simeon had to say. Then
Simeon blessed them and spoke directly to Mary. He told
her that her son was destined for many great and wonderful
things. Yet he also said that “a sword will pierce through
your own soul” (Luke 2:35). Simeon was speaking of how
Jesus would do many great things in Israel, but he was also
foreshadowing Jesus’ death on the cross, and how it would
hurt Mary to watch her son die.

Then an old woman named Anna came in to where Joseph
and Mary and Jesus were. She was a very old widow who
lived in the temple. Anna spent most of her time praying
and worshiping God. She too saw the baby and knew He
was God’s promised Savior. She praised God and told all the
people in Jerusalem who had been waiting for God’s Savior
the good news of Jesus’ coming.

2. Where did the shepherds find the baby?

3. When the shepherds found the baby, they

4. Simeon said that a

Thought Question

would pierce Mary’s

Why were Joseph and Mary amazed at what Simeon told them?

11
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Catechism

?

What did Christ give us to teach us about prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Memory Verse

Question 111

Answer 111

10

Matthew 6.

Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
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LESSON 9

A Star in the East

Matthew 2:1-12

Although Jesus was no longer a newborn, Mary and Joseph
were still living in Bethlehem. The Bible does not tell us why
they remained in Bethlehem, but it does tell us of an amaz-
ing thing that happened while Mary, Joseph, and Jesus were
still living in Bethlehem.

In ancient days, some of the eastern lands had wise men who
studied the stars at night. They were able to learn many things
through their studies. Some of these wise men were living far
to the east of the land of the Jews when Jesus was born. These
wise men saw a new, unusually bright, star appear in the sky.
Somehow these men knew that this star meant that a baby
had been born. They also knew the baby was very special,
a king even. They thought the baby was so special that they
traveled all the way to Jerusalem to find Him.

The wise men came into Jerusalem seeking the new baby.
They came to the king, Herod, and asked, “Where is He who
has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star
in the East and have come to worship Him” (Matthew 2:2).

King Herod was very disturbed by this news. He did not
want anyone else to become king. He gathered the chief
priests and scribes together and asked them where the
Christ Child was supposed to be born.

Questions

The priests and scribes knew the answer, for they had stud-
ied the Scriptures. They told King Herod that the prophet
Micah had prophesied that the promised Christ would be
born in Bethlehem of Judea.

Herod knew that this child was spoken of in Scripture, yet
he was afraid that this new baby would grow up and become
king instead of him. He secretly called the wise men and told
them to search Bethlehem very carefully until they found
the child. Then Herod asked the wise men to come back and
tell him where the child was after they had found Him. He
said this because he wanted to kill Jesus, but he told the wise
men he simply wanted to worship the new King, too.

The wise men went on their way. The star continued mov-
ing before them until it came to rest over the house where
Joseph, Mary, and Jesus were living. The wise men went
inside and found Mary and the child, Jesus. Then they fell
down and worshiped Jesus. They had brought gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh to give to Jesus.

After worshiping Jesus and giving Him gifts, the wise men
prepared to leave. However, they did not go back to King
Herod. The Lord warned them in a dream not to tell the
king where Jesus was living. Instead, the wise men took a
different route back to the East.

1.  What did the wise men see in the sky?

to not return to Herod.

2.
tobecome
3. Thewisemengavelesus_ frankincense, and
4 Godwarned the wise menina
Thought Question

How might men from the East (Persia/Babylon) have known that a Savior was promised to the land of the Jews?

Catechism

Question 111: What did Christ give us to teach us about prayer?

Answer 111: The Lord’s Prayer

Memory Verse
Matthew 6:10

Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
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Bible Treasures

LESSON 10
Week 2 Review

Memory Verses
Matthew 6:9-10

Catechism
Question 5: Why are you to glorify God?

Question 6: Is there more than one true God?
Question 109: What is prayer?
Question 110: In whose name should we pray?

Question 111: What did Christ give us to teach us about prayer?

To the Teacher: The answers to catechism questions 5-6 are found on page 301.

Activity
True or False

1. Joseph did not want to marry Mary when he learned she was pregnant. True/False
2. Anangel in a dream explained everything to Joseph. True/False

3. Mary and Joseph traveled to Nazareth. True/False

4. Mary gave birth to her baby in an inn at Bethlehem. True/False

5. Mary and Joseph named the baby Jesus. True/False

6. Jesus was the Savior, sent to save God’s people from their sins. True/False

7. Angels appeared to wise men who were watching sheep in the field. True/False

8. The shepherds praised God when they saw baby Jesus. True/False

9. Herod was excited that another King had been born. True/False
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