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THE GRAMMAR OF SPELLING
The Art 0][ Reaa[ing and Writing Eng/islz

i)y Isaac Watts

The Knowle(].g’e of letters is one of the greatest ]olessing’s that ever God
bestowed on the children of men. By this means we preserve for our own use )
through all our lives, what our memory would have lost in a few days, and lay
up rich treasure of lznowleclg'e for those that shall come after us.

By the arts of reacling’ and writing, we can sit at home and acquaint
ourselves what is done in all the distant parts of the world, and find what our
fathers did long’ ago in the first ages of mankind. By this means a Briton
holds correspon(ience with his friend in America or Japan, and manages all
his traffic. We learn l)y this means how the old Romans lived, how the Jews
Worshipe(i: We learn what Moses wrote, what Enoch prophesie(i, where Adam
dwelt, and what he did soon after the creation; and those who shall live when
the Day of ]uclg’ement comes, may learn ]:)y the same means what we now
spealz, and what we do in Great-Britain, or in the land of China.

In SllOI‘t, the art of letters does, as it were, revive all the past ages of
men, and set them at once upon the stage; and i)rings all the nations from
a{ar, and gives tliem, as it were, a g’eneral interview: so that the most distant
nations, and distant ages of mankind may converse tog’ether, and grow into
acquaintance.

But the greatest l)lessing' of all, is the lznowle(ig'e of the Holy Scripture,
wherein God has appointecl his servants in ancient times to write down the
discoveries which he has made of his power and justice, His proviclence and
grace, that we who live near the end of time may learn the way to heaven and
everlasting’ happiness.

Thus letters give us a sort of immortality in this world, and tlley are
given us in the Word of God to support our immortal ilopes in the next.

Those therefore who wilfully neglect this sort of knowledge, and
clespise the art of letters, need no heavier curse of punishment than what t}ley
choose for themselves, to live and die in ignorance both of the thing’s of God
and man.

If the terror of such a thoug’ht, will not awaken the slothful to seek so
much acquaintance with their mother-tong’ue , as may render them capal)le of
some of the aclvantag’es here described; I know not where to find a persuasive
that shall work upon souls, that are sunk down so far into brutal stupi(i.ity,

an(]. so unwortliy of a reasonalale nature.
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THE GRAMMAR OF SPELLING

Worlzslieet Instructions

A speliing’ worksheet is provictect for each week in this book. At the top there is a
blank in which the students are to i(ientify the particular pattern or patterns reflected in
each list of words. In Lesson #2 the patterns are “Days of the Week & Months of the Year.”
In Lesson #3 the pattern is “ow.” The worksheets essentially have four components to
them. These can be sprea(i throug’hout the week or completect all on one ctay. The four

components are:

1. Repeat and Write: In this activity the teacher says the speliing’ word, the students listen,

repeat the word in unison and then write the word on the blank in cursive.

2. Alpiiai)etize in Print: The students are to alpllai)etize the words in two groups, 1-10 and
11-20, and then print (not write) them on the blank. If tlley write the alplial)etizecl number
in the small circle provi(i,ect, and copy the words only after the entire list is numbered,
mistakes can be corrected easily. For example in Lesson #1 the students are to locate the
word that comes first alplialaetically. This word is class, therefore in the circle to the rig’ht
of the word class the student is to write the number one. The number two will be written
in the circle tollowing' the word consonant and so forth. This activity should be done
tog’etlier as a whole class led l)y the teacher for the first few weeks until the students have
the gist of how to alphat)etize using the circles correctly.

3. Flip - n - Write: The students will look caretully at the word on the front of the sheet,

lzeep the spelling in mind, ﬂip the paper over and write the word in cursive on the blank.
Do not allow the students to fold their papers and copy without ﬂipping’ !

4. CAPITAL PRINT: The students are to caretully and neatly print each speliing’ word in

capital letters. This provictes an opportunity to see the words in a much different format
than usual, requiring a bit more care and checlzing’ to insure that the words are indeed

spelle(i correctly.

There is an optional Stella Group box on the back of each sheet. As an extra
motivation for my very g’itte(i spellers I formed the Stella Group (ste//a is Latin for star).
In order to be a Stella Group Member you must earn three 100%’s in a row on spelling
tests. Once you are in the group you have the privilege of receiving five additional words
(extremely difficult ones) per week as long as you are a member. Another perlz is that all
Stella Group Members are exempt from completing’ the CAPITAL PRINT portion of the
worksheet each week. As soon as a member misses any word on a speliing test he is out of
the group and he must l)eg’in anew to accumulate three more pertect scores in order to
reenter the society. This lielps to lzeep thing’s interesting for those competitive spellers who
tend to be difficult to chaﬂeng’e.



Sample Worksheet

Name
Date
Directions: A. Repeat and Write: Repeat each word after your teacher then write the word carefully in cursive. Check
the spelling and memorize how the letters fit together to make each word.
B. Alphabetize in Pring: Alphabetize the list by numbering the bubbles that follow each word. Make sure
your pencil is sharp so that yolu can write neatly. After all the bubbles have been numbered, print the words
alphabetically in the right hand column.
Repeat and White Alphabetize in Print
1. spelling pelling @ 1. eflasd
2. vowel vowel @ 2. comnberant
3. consonant consonant @ 3. /QM/!\G/K
4. verse verse @ 4. }McQ
5. recess recess @ 5. hecesdd
6. class class @ 6 Achosl
7. school dcthocl @ 7. el ling
1 o
8. lunch fuench @ 8 verde
9. read read @ 9. vowel
10.  write write @ 10. whjite
Directions: A. Flip and Write: Flip your page over and look at the first spelling word. Flip the page back and write it in

cursive in the left column below.

B. CAPITAL PRINT: Print the spelling words using CAPITAL letters in the right column below. Check each
word to make sure you have printed it correctly.

Flip and Write CAPITAL PRINT

1. pelling 1. SPELLING
2. vouel 2. vowel
3, consonant 3 CONSONANT
4. verse 4. VERSE
5. recess 5. RECESS
6. cluass 6. CLASS
7. schocl 7. SCHOOL
8. duscl 8. LuNeH
9. sead N READ
10. write
10. WRIT€
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Cumulative Lists

Teachers often lament that students in their classes can master a list of twenty spelling’ words for the
test on Fri(lay and then procee(l to misspell the very same words the next week in their compositions. So, how
ougllt we to address this pl‘O]Jle? If we want our students to remember how to spell words that tlley have
studied in the past then we must teach in such a way that communicates this. Are the students motivated to
do well in spelling'? Are tlley motivated to remember lists of words at one week intervals, always lzeeping in
mind that spelling’ words are like the wind, prone to come from unseen bellows and then disappear as quiclzly
as they come? Our goal as teachers is of course that our pupils would retain the information that we teach.
But do we communicate this desire to our students by the way that we structure their speuing’ instruction?
What we often see is an inconsistency between our desired outcome and the methodology we employ to l)ring’
about that end. In order to realig’n how we teach spelling’, a cumulative approach to word selection will
encourage students to review and retain what tlley have previously studied.

A cumulative approach to word selection simply means that past spelling‘ words will reg‘ularly show
themselves on future tests. This is how it works. Each week twenty spelling’ words are introduced. The
students will practice these twenty words in and out of class in the way tl‘ley normally would. The difference
is that on test day five review words will appear on the test as well. By requiring the students to lzeep in mind
the spelling of past words we are communicating to them the “real life” principle that spelling is cumulative.
In order to help our pupils keep track of the words that they will be held accountable for, a cumulative list can
be sent home at the laeg‘inning' of the week. Each week twenty new words will be added to the cumulative list
in order to update it. Words will accumulate in this manner for as long as the teacher deems reasonable.
Initially it mig‘ht be best to “clear the table” at the end of each quarter. This would require the students to be

responsible for a maximum of 200 words at the end of a 10 week quarter.

Spelling Rules

In lessons 30-35 the students will be introduced to the first three spelling rules taught in
this program. The rules have been written in simple poetry so that they can be sung or chanted
regularly by the students during the weeks in which they are covered. In the fourth grade
spelling book these three rules will be reviewed and expanded upon, and the students will learn

the next two rules of spelling.



Name:
Date:
Lesson # 1

Directions: A. Repeat and Write: Repeat each word after your teacher then write the word
carefully in cursive. Check the spelling and memorize how the letters fit together to
make each word.

B. Alphabetize in Print: Alphabetize the list by numbering the bubbles that follow
each word. Make sure your pencil is sharp so that you can write neatly. After all

the bubbles have been numbered, print the words alphabetically in the right hand
column.

Repeat and White Alphabetize in Print

spelling

[—
.
[—

vowel

consonant

VErISse

reCess

class

school

lunch

o © N o ok owW D
o © N » ok WD

read

p—
e
p—
<

write

OO0OO0O00000O0O0




Directions: A. Flip and Write: Flip your page over and look at the first spelling word. Flip the

f—

o © N » ok v

[S—
<

page back and write it in cursive in the left column below.

B. CAPITAL PRINT: Print the spelling words using CAPITAL letters in the right
column below. Check each word to make sure you have printed it correctly.

Flip and White CAPITAL PRINT

—

o © N » ok v

[S—
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What’s the pattern?

Name:

Date:

Lesson # 2

Repeat and White

1. Monday

2. Tuesday
3. Wednesday

4. Thursday

5. Friday

6. Saturday

7. Sunday

8. week

9. January

10. February

OO0O000000O0O0

11. March

12. April

13. May

14. June

15. July

16. August

17. September

18. October

19. November

20. December

OO0O000000O0O0
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Alphabetize in Print
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e
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1.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Flip and Write
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19.
20.

CAPITAL PRINT






