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At one point, the Roman Empire grew so large that just one person could not govern it. Distances
were just too great. Diocletian (284–305 C.E.)was the emperor who divided the empire into two
halves—a western half and an eastern half. Eventually, the West Roman Empire would collapse. But
the East Roman Empire would last for another thousand years.

On the map below, mark the locations of the capitals of the two Roman empires. Locate Rome,
which was the capital of the West Roman Empire. Also locate Constantinople, which was the capital
of the East Roman Empire. Using two different colors, shade in the territories that the empires ruled.
Then answer the question that follows.

Why did the East Roman Empire survive after the fall of the West Roman Empire?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
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Trace the development of strong monarchies in both England and France by completing the
sentences in the chart below. Then answer the question that follows.

EEnnggllaanndd FFrraannccee

What were three important results of King John’s signing the Magna Carta?

11.. ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

22.. ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

33.. ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

UNIT 5 • ACTIVITY 57
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In 1066, William the Conqueror . . .

William changed the feudal system by . . .

Henry I weakened the power of the nobles by . . .

Henry II made the monarchy stronger by . . .

During the Hundred Years’ War, England . . .

In France, the nobles were . . .

In 987, Hugh Capet . . .

The Capetian dynasty continued because . . .

Many French nobles went on Crusade and . . .

During the Hundred Years’ War, France . . .
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During the Middle Ages, most people, even in towns, lived in simple wooden houses, which were
often built with roofs of straw. In the country, people’s animals often lived in the houses with them.
Sanitation was very poor. A fire in a town could leave many people homeless. Only a few kings and
wealthy nobles could afford to build strong castles made from stone.

The architectural marvels of the Middle Ages were the great churches and cathedrals. Some of
them took generations to build.

Below is a photograph of the great cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris, France. Research this
building on the Internet and in other resources. Then label the parts listed in the box, which are
standard features on this type of Gothic church building.

UNIT 5 • ACTIVITY 59
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spires

rose windows

arches

vaults

flying buttresses




