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Henry Hedgehog loves his pet ladybug. She keeps him company and 

entertains him, his family, and his friends with her flying tricks. But one 

day, he has to say good-bye to his ladybug. Henry and his whole family 

are sad, but they learn to go to Jesus and remember together that he cares 

about their sadness. Also included is a section called “Helping Your Child 

with Sadness” that applies biblical truth to this struggle and a tear-out  

page of “Back Pocket Bible Verses” that will give children a practical way  

to remember God’s words when they are sad.

Edward T. Welch, MDiv, PhD, is a licensed psychologist and faculty member at the 
Christian Counseling & Educational Foundation (CCEF). Ed has been counseling for over 
thirty years and has written extensively on the topics of depression, fear, and addictions. 
His biblical counseling books include Shame Interrupted, When People Are Big and God 
Is Small, Addictions, Depression, Crossroads, Running Scared, When I Am Afraid, Side 
by Side, A Small Book about a Big Problem, and Buster's Ears Trip Him Up.

Joe Hox was raised on a farm in southern Iowa where he doodled whenever he 
wasn’t spading thistles or feeding pigs. Everyone knew by his crooked hay rows 
that he would choose art over farming. Joe earned his BA in Art and Education 
from Dordt College, and his MA from the University of Nebraska. Today he 
lives with his wife and four children in Pella, Iowa, where he illustrates  
and teaches art. 

The Christian Counseling & 
Educational Foundation (CCEF) 
has been at the forefront of the biblical counseling 
movement for more than fifty years with the mission 
to restore Christ to counseling and counseling to the 
church. CCEF teaches people how to explore the wisdom 
and depth of the Bible and apply God’s grace-centered 
message to the problems of daily living.

Henry Says Good-Bye is part of the Good News for Little 
Hearts series, bringing gospel help and biblical counsel 
to families. Based on CCEF’s model of help and hope, 
each story focuses on an animal family’s real-life issues, 
encouraging young readers toward a growing relationship 
with Jesus in the midst of challenging circumstances. 
Each individual story guides parents toward meaningful 
conversations with their kids, based on what Scripture 
has to say about living by faith in everyday life.

By connecting the Bible to issues every child faces 
through vivid illustrations and a story based on a different 
animal family, even the youngest child will be engaged. 
Each story offers practical ways to follow Jesus in difficult 
situations. Instead of a moralistic message, young readers 
are encouraged to develop a real relationship with the 
God who cares for them. 

Henry Says Good-Bye, along with all of the Good News for 
Little Hearts books, will become a lifelong gift for parents 
and children, as well as teachers, biblical counselors, and 
anyone hoping to provide concrete, grace-based help for 
young children.
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Henry Hedgehog woke to the sound of his little 
sister, Halle, reading stories to Mama and Papa—
stories with happy endings. Henry didn’t care for 
happy endings—not right now. Nothing felt happy 
without his ladybug, Lila.



He had just come home from school, 
when he saw a spotted wing case on the 

screen door. Lila smiled, fluttered her 
wings, and flew right to Henry’s paw. 

They became instant friends. 

As he got dressed for school,  
Henry thought about the first time he met Lila.



He put it on the porch, and Lila flew right in and  
happily fluttered around. She was the happiest bug in the meadow!

Later that afternoon, Henry built 
Lila a beautiful little home.

Inside it, he set aphids, lettuce, 
and honey. He also added an 

obstacle course and flight tunnel. 



Several days later, Henry asked Lila,  
“Would you like to come to school with me today? 
All of my friends bring their pets, so if you come, 
you can make new friends, too! 

Lila fluttered her  
wings as if to say yes. 

You can ride in  
my backpack!” 



Soon, Lila had a whole new host of friends. She met honey bees, butterflies, dragonflies,  
and even a praying mantis! Each day at recess, the pets outdid each other in performing 
flying tricks. 

They flew in circles, 
	 did barrel rolls, 
		  and raced each other. 

They had the best time! At the end of recess,  
each pet returned to their backpack for a nap. 



And so it happened— 
right in the middle of  

Miss Minnick’s math lesson. 

But, one particular day, Lila wanted to stay out of her backpack. 
She teetered on the edge of the backpack pocket,  
just waiting for the right moment to escape.

Lila sprung out of the her backpack and into the air. 
She put on a spectacular aerobatic show.



Lila spun around the class, creating lines, loops, and rolls!  
She even did a hammerhead.  

The other pets woke from their naps and peeked out of their backpacks. 

Lila was as free as ever— 
flying, looping, soaring.  

She was having the time of her life— 
that is, until she accidentally landed 

on Miss Minnick’s forehead! 



Although Lila never again escaped during class, 
everyone always remembered her spectacular show.

Miss Minnick yelped, 
hollered, and swung around 
backwards, until she finally 
cupped Lila in her hands. 

She said,  
“Gotcha, Lila!  

You know the rules:  
pets stay in their 

backpacks for class.”


