
1. Aa - ā  - angel - “Song  of the Angels” - French Artist, 
William-Adolphe Bouguereau, 1825-1905, was considered one 
of the greatest figure painters in the world. Bouguereau, like 
many classical artists, painted religious themes along with 
portraits and other themes. As a young man, Bouguereau studied 
for the priesthood and was taught to draw and paint by Louis 
Sage. He finally decided he was suppose to become an artist. He 
studied at École des Beaux-Artsin (School of fine Arts) in Paris 
and in the studio of Picot. He was such a talented student that he 
won a scholarship to study for three years at the Villa de Medici 
in Rome, Italy, and was able to study first hand the masterpieces 
of the Renaissance artists. Later he returned to Paris. 1

Thoughts and questions to discuss with your children:

What is the focal point of this painting? The mother, child and 
the angels. What are the colors of this painting? White, gold, 
shades of brown and sapphire blue. Who do you think the baby in 
the picture is? Baby Jesus. Who else is in the picture?  His 
mother and angels. Do you know his mother’s name? Mary. 
How many angels are there? Look at the faces of the angels. 
Who are they looking at? What type of expression do you see 
on their faces? Do they look like they love and adore Jesus? 
What are they doing? Do you think they are worshiping 
Jesus? The name of the painting is “Song of the Angels.” 
They are playing a worship song for Jesus. Can you name the 
instruments they are playing and point to them? The violin, 
mandolin, and a small accordion. 

1  William-Adolphe Bouguereau. http://www.bouguereau.org/ ;
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William-Adolphe_Bouguereau
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What color is Mary’s dress? Sapphire blue. Where does the 
light fall in this painting? On the baby, the side of the mother’s 
face, and the back of the angels’ wings. Notice how the 
background of this painting is dark.Why do you think the 
artist did not put much detail or color into the background? 
Yes, so the focus would be on the mother, baby and the 
angels. 

Here is why Mary’s dress is blue: It is a Biblical reference. 
When the elders of Israel saw God, they saw the pavement 
under His feet was as blue as sapphire. (Exodus 24:10) The 
Bible tells us that Jesus was God in human flesh. The 
sapphire blue dress is a reference to the Presence of the 
revealed God in the body of Jesus Christ. 

What color is the sleeve of Mary’s dress? Dark red.  In the 
Christian faith, red represents the color of redemption, the 
crucifixion of Christ, the blood of Jesus for forgiveness of 
sins. In this painting Mary’s dark red sleeve wrapped around 
the baby reminds us of His sacrificial death when the blood 
of Jesus would one day be shed for the sins of the world. 
Jesus was to bring God’s salvation to everyone who would 
believe and trust in Him.

Extra Learning Activities: 

Geography: 

William-Adolphe Bouguereau was a French artist. He studied 
in Paris, France, and Rome, Italy. Locate France  and Italy on 
this map: https://goo.gl/5KSKKX
   Locate Paris on this map of France: https://goo.gl/ffGNQo
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Locate Rome on this map of Italy: https://goo.gl/jHBn1t

Literature:

From the Bible, “A King if Born,” watch animation of the 
Angels appearing to the shepherds in Bethlehem: 
https://goo.gl/TcBV7Ft

Reading from the Bible, Luke chapters 1-2, 
“Birth of Jesus” (re-enactment):  https://goo.gl/vFfwLu

 Discovery:

“Angels from the Realms of Glory,” Re-enactment of the 
Nativity with children, instruments and angels from the 
Piano Guys, words printed on screen to read and singalong:
 https://goo.gl/xbhfcj

  
“O Holy Night” - The Birth of Christ - scenes from The 
Nativity Story, music by Josh Groban: https://goo.gl/NvaamS

Art History: 

Angles appearing at the birth of Jesus Christ has been a great 
theme among  artists over the centuries. View some of these 
masterpieces:

“Shepherds in the Field,” Carl Heinrich Bloch, Danish Artist, 
1834-1890: https://goo.gl/SbMwVw

While Shepherds Watched their Flocks,” by John Millar Watt, 
1895-1975, British Artist, https://goo.gl/sM7hBq

“Gabriel Appears to Mary,” William Brassey Hole, English 
Artist, 1846-1917: https://goo.gl/VdUpND
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Angel Announcing the Birth of Jesus,” by William Hole:  
https://goo.gl/tGL4uA

 Draw and Paint: 

Watch a video for kids explaining The Color Wheel:  
https://goo.gl/9EeSBF

Make a Color Wheel according to the directions on the video 
link above. Trace around a small saucer to make a good 
circle. Help your children use a ruler to divide the circle into 
6   equal parts. Use red, yellow and blue paint to mix the 
colors.
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