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The Old Testament
Primeval History (? to about 2000 BC)
1. The Creation: The First to the Fourth Day. Genesis 1
For Reflection

1. What does the creation tell us about the Creator? ◆ Creation shows us that the 
God who created everything is awesome in power, majesty, and knowledge. He 
shows the greatest attention to detail; creation reflects the power He imparted to it.

2. What evidence of the effects of sin do you see in the natural world around you?  
◆ Nature is plagued with cruelty, destruction, pollution, storms, and drought.

3. Another way God showed His power was in sending Jesus to live, die, and rise again 
for the sins of the world. How can we show our love for Jesus in the way we care 
for all the things He has made for us? ◆ We can look to preserve, conserve, and 
rightly manage all of God’s creation as one way of living our lives for Him, who 
died for us and rose again.

2. The Creation: The Fifth to the Seventh Day. Genesis 1
For Reflection

1. List several ways God has blessed you through the animals He has made.  
◆ Answers will vary. Animals provide us with friendship, amusement, and suste-
nance of our environment. They also provide food, clothing, and other items for 
our welfare and benefit.

2. People are the creation God loved the most. He loved us so much that He sent 
Jesus to be our Savior and Friend. What special work does God give us to do for 
His honor and glory? ◆ God desires people to be fruitful and multiply, to subdue 
and rule over creation, and to proclaim the Gospel of salvation everywhere.

3. How do people show their love for God in the way they regard the day of rest set 
aside by Him? ◆ God’s people show their love for God by obeying Him with 
regard to the day of rest, a day set aside by God as a time for physical and spiritual 
refreshment.

3. Adam and Eve in Paradise. Genesis 2
For Reflection

1. In what special way did God make the first man? the first woman? ◆ God formed 
the first man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life. God made Eve from the rib of Adam.

2. Explain why marriage is a gift of God. ◆ God planned for a man and a woman 
to enjoy a special companionship in marriage—a one-flesh union in which each 
regards the other as an extension of himself or herself.

3. God gave Adam and Eve work to do in the Garden. How can we do our work in 
ways that show our love for Jesus? ◆ We can show our love for God by doing our 
work faithfully and competently, serving as if for God Himself (Ephesians 6:6–7).
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4. The Fall into Sin. Genesis 3
For Reflection

1. What consequences have come to you and to those around us as the result of Adam 
and Eve’s sin? ◆ Sickness, death, persecution, and hardships of various kinds are all 
the result of sin.

2. How does the devil tempt us today? How has Jesus overcome sin and temptation 
for us? ◆ The devil tempts us to abandon Jesus for our own desires and the plea-
sures our sinful world readily provides. Jesus faced and overcame temptation in our 
place and on our behalf.

3. After Adam and Eve sinned, they hid from God. Because we know Jesus as our Sav-
ior, we need never hide from God. What can we do instead? ◆ Instead of hiding 
from God, we can approach His throne of grace in prayer as His children, confident 
of His love and mercy.

5. The Promise of the Savior. Genesis 3
For Reflection

1. What consequences of sin fell upon Eve? Adam? the serpent? ◆ Eve would experi-
ence pain in childbirth. She would be resentful of her husband’s authority over her. 
Adam would know God’s curse upon the ground; he would experience pain and 
troubles in his attempt to provide for his family. The serpent would have to crawl 
on the ground. (Apparently, prior to the fall into sin, the serpent had legs.)

2. God told the serpent that the child of the woman would crush the head of the ser-
pent. What did Jesus do to crush the head of Satan? ◆ Jesus crushed Satan’s head 
by defeating Him through His death on Calvary’s cross for the sins of all people. 
The resurrection was the completion of the victory.

3. What does it mean to you that Jesus has defeated the power of the devil? ◆ Jesus’ 
defeat of the power of the devil means our freedom from the condemnation of sin.

6. Cain and Abel. Genesis 4
For Reflection

1. Why do you suppose God told Cain, “Sin is crouching at the door; its desire is for 
you, but you must rule over it”? ◆ God warned Cain about sin and its constant 
attempts to influence his life.

2. How did God show His grace to Cain? How does He show His grace to us?  
◆ God protected Cain by placing a mark on him so that he would not be killed. 
God protected us by sending Jesus to be our Savior. By faith, we are marked for sal-
vation in Him (see also Galatians 6:17).

3. How can we show our love and trust in Jesus as our Savior in the way we treat our 
brothers, sisters, and friends? in the way we treat all others? ◆ We can show our 
love for Jesus by treating all others, especially those closest to us, with the kind of 
selfless acts of love Jesus demonstrated toward us.
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7. From Adam to Noah. Genesis 5
For Reflection

1. Calling on the name of the Lord refers to public worship. During whose lifetime did  
public worship begin? ◆ Public worship began during the lifetime of Seth, the son born 
to Adam and Eve, among whose descendants the Savior of the world would be born.

2. Why is it a privilege to call on the name of the Lord in public worship? ◆ God’s 
welcome of our praises and petitions shows His love for us and for all people through 
Christ, our Lord.

3. Enoch went to heaven without dying. The Bible says he “walked with God” (Genesis 
5:24). Because of Jesus, we need not be afraid of death. Explain. ◆ Death can claim no 
lasting hold on those who trust in Jesus. He will go with us “through the valley of the 
shadow of death” (Psalm 23:4), and we will be resurrected to live again with Him forever.

8. The Flood. Genesis 6–9
For Reflection

1. What does the flood remind us about God’s attitude toward sin? ◆ God is just;  
He punishes sin.

2. The rainbow reminds us that God keeps His promise. What promise came true when 
Jesus came to earth to live, die, and rise again? ◆ God’s promise to Adam and Eve and 
to their descendants to send a Savior from sin was kept in Jesus.

3. How does Noah’s ark symbolize the Church? ◆ Just as God saved Noah and his family 
in the ark, God saves His people through the Means of Grace (Word and Sacraments), 
which He has given to His Church.

9. The Tower of Babel. Genesis 11
For Reflection

1. Why did the people want to build a tower? ◆ In their self-focused pride, they wanted  
to make a name for themselves by building a tower that would reach to the heavens.

2. How did the many languages of the world come into being? ◆ God instantly gave the 
people a multitude of languages so they could no longer understand one another. This 
made it difficult for them to work well together for ungodly purposes. 

3. God became angry with the people for trying to make a name for themselves by their own 
doing. What name has God given us, by His doing? ◆ God has given us the name of 
Christ, or the designation of Christian—those who belong to God by faith in His Son, Jesus.

The Patriarchs (about 2000 to 1800 BC)
10. The Call of Abram. Genesis 12–13; 15, 17
For Reflection

1. How did Abraham show he loved God in the way he treated Lot? ◆ He was unselfish 
in his treatment of Lot.

2. When God told Abraham that all people would be blessed through him, God was  
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referring to Jesus, who would be born as a descendant of Abraham. How are all 
people blessed through Jesus? ◆ Jesus came to save all people from their sins.  
He desires that all people be saved.

3. In what ways can you bless others because you know Jesus as your Savior? ◆ Each 
of us can show our love for God in the unselfish way we deal with others. We can 
tell them of God and His love for us and for all people through Jesus.

11. The Promise of Isaac. Genesis 18
For Reflection

1. Who were Abraham’s visitors? Why did Sarah laugh at their message?  

◆ Abraham’s visitors were the Lord and two angels. Sarah did not believe the visi-
tors’ message.

2. Abraham shared a special meal with the Lord and the angels. What special meal 
do God’s people share as part of a worship service? What makes this meal so spe-
cial? ◆ God’s people today share the Lord’s Supper—the Sacrament of the Altar. 
In this meal, participants receive the very body and blood of Christ in, with, and 
under the bread and wine.

3. Is anything too hard for the Lord? Why or why not? ◆ God is almighty; nothing is 
too hard for Him to do.

12. Sodom and Gomorrah. Genesis 19
For Reflection

1. Even in the act of destroying the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, God was at 
work saving His people. Explain. ◆ God sent His angels to rescue Lot and his family.

2. How does God protect you from evil? ◆ Similarly, God sends His holy angels to 
guard and protect us from evil.

3. The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah reminds us of the final destruction  
awaiting all the wicked. Why can all who trust in Jesus as their Savior look forward 
to their eternal future with confidence? ◆ Jesus has defeated sin, death, and the 
devil’s power. All who love and trust in Him need not fear the curse of hell. Instead, 
Jesus will raise us and all believers, taking us to live with Him forever.

13. The Offering of Isaac. Genesis 22
For Reflection

1. What did Abraham show about his love for God in his willingness to sacrifice his 
son? ◆ Abraham demonstrated that his love for God was very great. Abraham had 
faith in God and that He would keep His promise to preserve Abraham’s offspring.

2. Which other Father willingly allowed His Son to give His life as a sacrifice? What 
does this sacrifice mean to you? ◆ Our heavenly Father allowed His only Son to 
suffer and die for us for our salvation. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross grants us forgive-
ness of sins and life eternal.

3. Tell what it means to fear, love, and trust God above all things. ◆ By the power of 
the Holy Spirit, God’s people love and honor God more than anything else in their 
lives, including money, reputation, power, and other material goods.
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14. Isaac and His Family. Genesis 27
For Reflection

1. Why were the actions of Rebekah and Jacob wrong? ◆ They sought to obtain  
through lies and trickery that which God had already planned for Jacob to receive  
(see Genesis 25:23).

2. What does Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection mean for us when we repent of our own 
lies and dishonest acts? ◆ Jesus forgives these and all other sins.

3. As children of God, we also receive blessings from our Father. What blessings have 
we received from Him? How have we received them? ◆ As God’s children through 
faith in Christ Jesus, we receive forgiveness of sins, new life, and eternal salvation 
from the hand of our loving and gracious God.

15. Jacob’s Stairway. Genesis 28
For Reflection

1. One sin often leads to another. Jacob tricked his brother out of his blessing. How  
did Esau respond? ◆ Esau responded with threats of murder against Jacob.

2. Why do you think God gave Jacob the dream of the stairway to heaven with angels 
ascending and descending on it? ◆ God wanted Jacob to know of His ongoing love 
and care for him in spite of his sinfulness. God also wanted Jacob to know that He 
alone provides the way to heaven.

3. Jesus is the Son of God and Son of Man, on whom the angels ascend and descend. 
Explain. ◆ Jesus came to earth to restore the relationship between God and man, 
which sin had destroyed (see John 1:51 and 1 Timothy 2:5). 

16. Jacob’s Family. Genesis 37
For Reflection

1. How was Joseph regarded by his father? by his brothers? Why did they regard him  
as they did? ◆ Joseph was his father’s favorite son. Recognizing their father’s favor-
itism, Joseph’s brothers hated him.

2. What relationships in your life are difficult? What does Jesus’ life, death, and resur-
rection mean to us as we struggle with relationships? ◆ Answers to the first question 
will vary. Jesus’ forgiveness provides us with the power to heal broken relationships.

3. Just as Joseph was Jacob’s favorite child, we are favored in God’s eyes. God gives us 
a richly ornamented robe too. (See verse in “Words to Remember.”) What does this 
mean? ◆ Each person who belongs to God through faith in Jesus can say, “I will greatly 
rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for He has clothed me with the gar-
ments of salvation; He has covered me with the robe of righteousness” (Isaiah 61:10).

17. Joseph and His Brothers. Genesis 37
For Reflection

1. Jacob’s sons tricked him into thinking Joseph had been killed by a wild animal.  
Jacob had at one time also tricked his father. Recall the incident. ◆ At his mother’s 
direction, Jacob once disguised himself as his brother, Esau, and stole the birthright 
blessing his father intended to give to his brother.
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The Church of Christ (about AD 33 to 60)
94. The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost. Acts 2
For Reflection

1. In what ways did the Holy Spirit make His presence known at Pentecost?  

◆ The Holy Spirit came with a sound like a mighty rushing wind, filling the  
house. Jesus’ followers saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated  
and came to rest on each of them. Then, the people began to speak in languages  
they had never learned.

2. Describe Peter’s Pentecost sermon and its result. ◆ Peter preached a powerful  
sermon, telling those assembled about the life and death of the Son of God.  
In sorrow over their sins, the people asked, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter 
replied, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ  
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
Those who received his word were baptized. That day, over three thousand were 
added to the Church.

3. In what ways does the Holy Spirit come to and work in the lives of God’s people 
today? ◆ God converts people and keeps them alive in faith through the Means  
of Grace—God’s Word and the Sacraments.

95. The Crippled Beggar Is Healed. Acts 3
For Reflection

1. Whom did Peter and John credit for the miraculous healing of the beggar?  
◆ They healed the beggar in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

2. How did Peter use the healing of the beggar to tell others about Jesus? ◆ Peter 
clearly tells the people that Jesus’ power healed the man. Then, Peter tells them  
about Jesus’ life and mission and how the people put Jesus to death. Peter tells  
the people to repent, and many heard the Word and believed.

3. The beggar asked for money and received healing instead. In what unexpected  
ways has God in Christ blessed you? ◆ Answers will vary somewhat but will focus  
on the most important gifts of forgiveness, new life, and salvation.

96. Stephen. Acts 6–7
For Reflection

1. Why was Stephen stoned to death? ◆ Stephen died for boldly professing his faith  
in Jesus.

2. What did Stephen pray as his enemies were killing him? Whose example was he fol-
lowing? ◆ Stephen prayed for those putting him to death, just as Jesus did. He said, 
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”

3. Describe Stephen’s faith. How does God’s Spirit help those who believe in Jesus when 
they face ridicule and opposition? ◆ Stephen’s faith in Jesus Christ enabled him to 
face persecution and death. Through Word and Sacrament, God’s Spirit gives this 
same faith to all believers.
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97. Philip and the Ethiopian. Acts 8
For Reflection

1. How did Philip meet the Ethiopian? ◆ An angel of the Lord directed Philip to go 
south to the desert road. Here, Philip met the Ethiopian.

2. Explain the meaning of the passage the Ethiopian was reading. ◆ Jesus is the 
subject of Isaiah’s prophecy. He was led like a sheep to the slaughter. Like a lamb 
before the shearer, Jesus also was silent. Jesus suffered humiliation and death so that 
we might be saved.

3. What reason do those who believe in Jesus as their Savior have for being joyful?  
◆ Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus has solved our biggest problems. 
He has earned our freedom from sin, death, and Satan’s power.

98. Saul’s Conversion. Acts 9
For Reflection

1. Describe Saul before and after Jesus came to claim him as His own. ◆ The Holy 
Spirit changed Saul from a persecutor of Christians to a Christian missionary.

2. Saul was blind both before and after Jesus spoke to him. In what way were we like 
Saul in his blindness? In what way are we now able to see? ◆ Before receiving faith 
in Christ we, too, were blind—spiritually. Without faith, we do not know God or 
desire Him and the salvation He offers.

3. What special work did Jesus have for Saul to do? What special work does He have 
for you to do? ◆ Jesus chose Saul to be His chosen instrument to bring the Gospel 
to the Gentiles. Students’ answers are likely to reflect opportunities to serve God 
with individual talents, skills, and abilities.

99. Peter Is Freed from Prison. Acts 12
For Reflection

1. How did the members of the Church respond after Peter was arrested? ◆ While 
Peter was in prison, the Church was earnestly praying to God for him.

2. Why did Rhoda not let Peter into the house? ◆ When she recognized Peter’s 
voice, she was so overjoyed, she ran back to the assembly without opening the door 
for Peter.

3. For whom can you pray today? ◆ Answers might include those who are persecuted 
and imprisoned because of their faith in Jesus.
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100. Paul’s Shipwreck. Acts 27–28
For Reflection

1. Paul was arrested and was on his way to be tried in Rome because he believed in 
Jesus. Tell about the adventure he encountered along the way. ◆ While en route, 
the ship on which Paul was traveling experienced a severe storm with winds of hur-
ricane force. The storm raged for so many days that the passengers gave up all hope 
of being rescued. After an angel brought Paul an encouraging message, the ship ran 
aground, and all found safety on an island.

2. Why wasn’t Paul worried even though a severe storm raged on around 
him? ◆ Paul trusted in God and remembered the message of the angel that he 
would be safe from the storm in order to “stand before Caesar.”

3. Why can you have courage even as you face storms and troubles in your life?  
◆ Like Paul, we need not be afraid even in the midst of life’s most severe storms 
because Jesus has a plan for us; one day, we will live with Him in heaven.
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44
Naboth’s Vineyard
(1 Kings 21)
Thinking about God’s Word
1. For what purpose did Ahab say he wanted 

Naboth’s vineyard? (He wanted to use it as 
a garden.) How did he intend to get it? (He 
offered to buy it or to trade for it.)

2. Why would it have been a sin for Naboth to 
trade or sell his land? See Numbers 36:7. (It was 
his inheritance. Numbers 36:7 records, “The 
inheritance of the people of Israel shall not 
be transferred from one tribe to another, for 
every one of the people of Israel shall hold on 
to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.”)

3. How did the king act like a small child? (He 
became sullen and angry; he pouted and 
refused to eat.)

4. Who was Jezebel? (The queen, Ahab’s wife) 
What promise did she make to the king? (Jeze-
bel promised she would get the vineyard for 
Ahab.)

5. What was her scheme for getting the vineyard? 
(She would get Naboth falsely accused, con-
victed, and executed so the king could take 
possession of his property.)

6. Why was Ahab able to take possession of the 
vineyard? (Naboth was dead.)

7. What was Elijah to say to Ahab? (“Thus says the 
Lord, ‘Have you killed and also taken posses-
sion? . . . In the place where dogs licked up 
the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick up your 
own blood’ ”; “‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel 
within the walls of Jezreel.’ Anyone belong-
ing to Ahab who dies in the city the dogs shall 
eat.’ ”)

Working with God’s Word
Answer each question.
1. Where was Naboth’s vineyard? (close to the 

palace of the king of Samaria)

2. Why couldn’t Naboth sell his vineyard? (It was 
inherited from his forefathers.)

3. Who said she would get the vineyard? (Jezebel)

4. What were the false witnesses to say against 
Naboth? (Naboth cursed both God and the 
king.)

5. How was Naboth put to death? (He was 
stoned.)

6. Whom did the Lord send to Ahab? (Elijah the 
prophet)

7. Where would Ahab die? (where Naboth died)

8. Where and how would Jezebel die? (Jezebel 
would die within the walls of Jezreel.)

9. What did Ahab do after hearing the Word of the 
Lord from Elijah? (“Ahab heard those words, 
he tore his clothes and put sackcloth on his 
flesh and fasted.” Ahab repented.)

Draw a line under the correct answer to each question.
1. Coveting is a sin against which command-

ment? (Seventh—Fifth—Ninth—Eighth)

2. How had Naboth gotten his property?  
(bought it—earned it—inherited it—stole it)

3. To whom were the letters sent? (priests—
elders—princes—soldiers)

4. False witnesses sin against which command-
ment? (Seventh—Fifth—Ninth—Eighth)

5. Whom would dogs eat? (Jezebel—Naboth— 
Elijah—Ahab)

Applying God’s Word
1. To what other sins may coveting lead, as illus-

trated by this Bible story? (Coveting can lead to 
lying, stealing, and murder.)

2. What does this account show about God’s atti-
tude toward sin? (God punishes sin. Note 
God’s judgment against Ahab and Jezebel.)

3. How did God solve the problem of human sin-
fulness? (God sent His only Son to pay for the 
sins of the world.)
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45
Elisha Sees Elijah Ascend
(2 Kings 2)
Thinking about God’s Word
1. How was the Lord going to take Elijah into 

heaven? (in a whirlwind)

2. Who went with Elijah to cross the River Jordan? 
(Elisha) How did they get across? (Elijah struck 
the water with his cloak, the water divided, 
and the two crossed on dry ground.)

3. Elijah was Elisha’s teacher. After Elijah ascended 
into heaven, Elisha was to be prophet in his 
place. How did Elisha’s request to Elijah show 
that he knew what gift he needed to serve in Eli-
jah’s place? (Elisha asked for a double portion 
of Elijah’s spirit.)

4. What form of transportation did the angels of 
heaven use to get Elijah? (chariots and horses 
of fire)

5. Who saw this miracle? (Elisha) What did he 
call after Elijah? (“My father, my father! The 
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!”)

6. By what miracle did the Lord show Elisha that 
He was with him? (He divided the water when 
Elisha used Elijah’s cloak, just as Elijah had 
done.)

7. What did the prophets of Jericho now say of Eli-
sha? (“The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.”) 
What did they mean? (Elisha was to take Eli-
jah’s place.) How did they know? See  
2 Kings 2:14–15. (They saw Elisha part the 
Jordan River as Elijah had done.)

Working with God’s Word
Answer each question with one word or a short phrase.
1. Where did the Lord want to take Elijah? 

(heaven)

2. Who walked with Elijah? (Elisha)

3. With what did Elijah hit the water? (cloak)

4. For how big a portion of Elijah’s spirit did Elisha 
ask? (a double portion)

5. In what did Elijah ride to heaven? (in a whirl-
wind with a chariot pulled by horses of fire)

Answer each question with Yes or No.
1. Was Elijah a true servant of God?  Yes  No

2. Did the waters part for Elijah?  Yes  No

3. Did Elijah ask for a double portion of Elisha’s 
spirit?  Yes  No

4. Did Elijah go up by a whirlwind to heaven? 
Yes  No

5. Did Elisha cry, “My father, my father! The char-
iots of Israel and its horsemen!”?  Yes  No

6. Did Elisha strike the waters with his cloak?  
Yes  No

7. Did the prophets live in Bethel?  Yes  No

Applying God’s Word
1. Why did Elisha refer to Elijah as his father? (Eli-

jah taught Elisha about God.) Who has taught 
you about God? (Answers will vary.)

2. How do you know that you have received the 
Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3)? (If we have 
faith, we have the Holy Spirit. No one comes 
to faith outside of the working of the Holy 
Spirit.)

3. Elijah preceded Elisha. Who similarly preceded 
Jesus to prepare the way for Him and His aton-
ing ministry (see Luke 1:17 and John 1:29–34)? 
(John the Baptist was the forerunner of 
Jesus.)
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Naaman and Elisha
(2 Kings 5)
Thinking about God’s Word
1. Who was Naaman? (commander of the army 

of the king of Syria)

2. What was wrong with him? (He had leprosy.)

3. What did the servant girl say? (“Would that 
my lord were with the prophet who is in 
Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”)

4. Why did Naaman take money and clothing to 
Samaria? (as gifts) How did he travel? (with 
horses and chariots)

5. How did Elisha humble Naaman? (He sent 
a messenger to tell Naaman to wash seven 
times in the Jordan River.)

6. How did the servants persuade their master to 
try Elisha’s cure? (They reasoned, “My father, 
it is a great word the prophet has spoken to 
you; will you not do it?” And so they per-
suaded him.) What happened? (Naaman did as 
Elisha said, and he was cured.)

7. In which words did Naaman admit that God of 
Israel had cured him? (“I know that there is 
no God in all the earth but in Israel.”) How 
did he want to reward Elisha? (with a gift) Why 
do you suppose Elisha refused the reward? (The 
healing came not from Elisha, but from the 
Lord.)

Working with God’s Word
Fill in the blanks.
1. Naaman was commander of the army of the king 

of Syria.

2. Naaman had leprosy.

3. A young girl from Israel served Naaman’s wife.

4. Naaman was told to wash in the Jordan River 
seven times.

5. Naaman thought the rivers of Damascus were 
better than the rivers of Israel.

6. Gehazi was a servant of Elisha.

7. Naaman gave Gehazi two talents of silver.

8. Gehazi said to Elisha, “Your servant went 
nowhere.”

9. Gehazi became a leper. 

Draw a line through the sentences that are not true.
1. Naaman was king of Syria.

2. A servant girl told Naaman to go to Samaria.

3. Naaman took much gold, silver, and clothing on 
his trip to Samaria.

4. Elisha did not go out to see Naaman when he 
came to Samaria to be healed.

5. Naaman dipped himself into the Jordan River six 
times.

6. Naaman became a believer in the true God.

7. Gehazi was Naaman’s servant.

8. Gehazi was punished for coveting, lying, and 
deceiving.

Applying God’s Word
1. What evidence does this account provide of 

God’s love and grace for all people? (God 
blessed Naaman with His healing grace, even 
though Naaman was not of the people of 
Israel.)

2. What does this account teach us about God’s 
attitude toward sin? (God punishes sin. Gehazi 
lied in order to extract gifts from Naaman. 
He became a leper.)

3. Naaman’s washing in the Jordan reminds us 
of the Baptism God offers us in Christ Jesus. 
Explain. (Through faith in Jesus, Baptism 
washes away our sin.)
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God Sends Jonah
(Jonah 1–3)
Thinking about God’s Word
1. Who was Jonah? (son of Amittai)

2. Where did the Lord tell Jonah to go? (to 
Nineveh) Why? (to preach to the people, tell-
ing them to repent of their great wickedness)

3. Why did Jonah get on a ship? (He planned to 
run away from the Lord by sailing to Tarsh-
ish.)

4. Whom was Jonah trying to get away from? (the 
Lord)

5. What did Jonah tell the sailors to do? (Pick him 
up and hurl him into the sea.)

6. Where was Jonah for three days and three 
nights? (in the belly of a great fish)

7. How did Jonah survive? (Jonah prayed to God, 
and God helped Jonah.)

Working with God’s Word
Fill in the blanks with words from below.
1. Jonah said, “Pick me up and hurl me into the 

sea.”

2. A great fish swallowed Jonah.

3. Jonah prayed, “I called out to the Lord, out of 
my distress, and He answered me.”

4. The Lord told Jonah to go to the city of 
Nineveh.

5. The people of Nineveh were wicked.

6. The people of Nineveh would be overturned in 
forty days.

7. The Ninevites declared a fast.

8. The Ninevites put on sackcloth.

fast sackcloth wicked 

fish sea forty 

thirty Lord Nineveh

Draw a line under the word that makes each sentence 
true.
1. Jonah was the son of (David— Amittai—

Micah—Joshua).

2. The great city of Nineveh was (good—wicked—
new—poor).

3. The Lord sent a (great wind—rainbow—boat—
sailor) upon the sea.

4. When Jonah was thrown overboard, the sea 
grew (choppy—calm—rough—deep).

5. God had (vengeance—pity—compassion—
mercy) on the people in the city.

Applying God’s Word
1. By sending Jonah to Nineveh, how did God 

demonstrate His desire to save all people? (The 
people of Nineveh were Gentiles. God saved 
them also through the ministry of Jonah.)

2. How is God’s salvation for the people of 
Nineveh like the salvation He offers to us? (Like 
the people of Nineveh, we deserve punish-
ment and eternal destruction, but God has 
rescued us through Jesus, our Savior.)

3. In what way are the story of Jonah and the story 
of Jesus the same? (Just as Jonah was inside 
the fish for three days, Jesus was in the tomb 
until the third day.)
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Jeremiah
(Jeremiah 37–38)

Thinking about God’s Word
1. What did Jeremiah tell the king of Judah? 

(“Behold, Pharaoh’s army that came to help 
you is about to return to Egypt. And the 
Chaldeans shall come back and fight against 
this city. They shall capture it and burn it 
with fire.”)

2. What did the officials say to the king about Jer-
emiah? (“Let this man be put to death, for he 
is weakening the hands of the soldiers who 
are left in this city. . . . For this man is not 
seeking the welfare of this people, but their 
harm.”)

3. Where did the officials put Jeremiah? (into a 
cistern)

4. What did Ebed-melech say to the king? (“My 
lord the king, these men have done evil in 
all that they did to Jeremiah the prophet by 
casting him into the cistern, and he will die 
there of hunger, for there is no bread left in 
the city.”)

5. How did they save him? (They took old rags 
and worn-out clothes and told Jeremiah to 
put them under his arms for pads. Then, 
they pulled Jeremiah out of the cistern using 
ropes.)

Working with God’s Word
Fill in each blank with one word.
1. According to God’s Word to Jeremiah, this ally 

of Judah would return home instead of coming 
to Judah’s aid. Egypt

2. Zedekiah was king of Judah.

3. God told Jeremiah that Chaldeans would attack 
and burn down the city.

4. Lowered into the cistern, Jeremiah sank into the 
mud.

5. The king commanded his official to take thirty 
men with him and lift Jeremiah out of the cis-
tern.

Put a line through the sentences that are not true.
1. Jeremiah was a prophet.

2. Jeremiah was to tell the king that Pharaoh’s army 
would return to Egypt and not help Judah.

3. The Amorites were going to return to attack the 
city.

4. Jeremiah spoke to King Hezekiah.

5. They put Jeremiah into a stream.

Applying God’s Word
1. Why was Jeremiah’s message unpopular? When 

is God’s Word unpopular today? (Jeremiah’s 
message was discouraging because it was bad 
news for Judah. Similarly, God’s Word can be 
unpopular today among those who only want 
to hear good news about earthly things.)

2. In what way did God bless Jeremiah through 
Ebed-melech? (Ebed-melech spoke to the 
king on Jeremiah’s behalf. As a result, Jer-
emiah was rescued.)

3. How is Jeremiah’s release from the cistern simi-
lar to Jesus’ release from the tomb? How is it 
different? (After being imprisoned in a cis-
tern, Jeremiah was freed. Jesus was dead and 
laid in the tomb. He left the tomb after God 
raised Him from the dead on Easter morn-
ing. Others helped Jeremiah out of the tomb. 
Jesus escaped death and the tomb with His 
own power.)
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The Three Men in the Fiery Furnace
(Daniel 3)
Thinking about God’s Word
1. How did Nebuchadnezzar sin against the First 

Commandment? (He made an image out of 
gold and commanded the people to worship 
it.) Whom did he gather to come to the dedica-
tion? (the officials of the provinces)

2. How did the king force the people to commit 
idolatry? (He commanded the people to wor-
ship the image whenever they heard music.) 
How did he threaten to punish them if they dis-
obeyed? (Those who refused would be thrown 
into a fiery furnace.)

3. Who did not obey the command of the king? 
(Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego)

4. What did the king say to the three men? (“If 
you do not worship, you shall immediately 
be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who 
is the god who will deliver you out of my 
hands?”) What did they answer? (“If this be 
so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver 
us from the burning fiery furnace. But if not, 
we will not serve your gods or worship the 
golden image.”)

5. Were the three men sure that God could save 
them? (Yes) Give a reason. (They confessed 
their faith in God.) Did the three men know 
whether or not God wanted to save them? (No) 
Give a reason. (They said they would not wor-
ship the image even if God refused to save 
them.)

6. Why was Nebuchadnezzar astonished when he 
looked into the furnace? (He saw four men 
walking around in the furnace.) What did he 
say? (“Did we not cast three men bound into 
the fire? But I see four men unbound, and 
they are not hurt.”)

7. What words show that the men were not hurt? 
(Not a hair of their heads was singed; their 
cloaks were not harmed, and there was no 
smell of fire on them.)

8. How did the king now confess that the Lord was 
stronger than he? (He said, “Blessed be the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
who has sent His angel and delivered His 
servants, who trusted in Him.”)

Working with God’s Word
Answer each question on the blank lines.
1. What did King Nebuchadnezzar have made of 

gold? (an image)

2. Why did he have the image made? (He wanted 
an idol for the people to worship.)

3. How were those who did not worship the image 
to be punished? (They were to be thrown into 
a burning fiery furnace.)

4. Why did the king have the furnace made seven 
times hotter? (He was furious with the three 
men for refusing to worship the golden 
image.)

5. What was done with the three men before they 
were thrown into the furnace? (They were 
bound, or tied up.)

6. Who was the fourth man in the furnace? (an 
angel)

7. Why do you think he had gone into the flames? 
(to show God’s protection for the three faith-
ful men)
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Draw a line under the correct answer to each question.
1. Of what was the idol made? 

(silver—gold—brass—iron)

2. What gave the signal for worshiping the idol? 
(whistle—music—cornet—light)

3. To which people did the three men belong? 
(Chaldeans—Syrians—Jews—Babylonians)

4. How many were thrown into the furnace? 
(1—2—3—4)

5. How many times hotter did the king order the 
furnace made? 
(7—6—2—9)

6. How many people did the king see in the fur-
nace? (1—2—3—4)

7. In which book of the Bible is this lesson written? 
(1 Kings—2 Kings—3 Samuel—Daniel)

Applying God’s Word
1. Which words show the strong faith of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego when threatened with 
death? (They said, “If this be so, our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fiery furnace. But if not, we will 
not serve your gods or worship the golden 
image.”)

2. Which character in the account may have been 
Jesus? Describe the Christlike quality of this 
character’s actions. (The fourth man in the 
furnace looked like the son of the gods. He 
remained with the men, protecting and sus-
taining them in the furnace.)

3. Why would Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
still love and thank God even if He would not 
have rescued them from the furnace? (These 
men knew blessings from God were beyond 
this physical life. They had faith and hoped in 
God.)
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Daniel in the Lions’ Den
(Daniel 6)
Thinking about God’s Word
1. Who was jealous of Daniel? (the other high 

officials) Why did they want him out of the 
way? (The king planned to set Daniel over 
the whole kingdom.)

2. Why could the high officials find no grounds for 
charges against Daniel? (Daniel was honest and 
faithful.) How did they believe they could trap 
him? (by finding some way to entangle him 
with regards to the Law of God)

3. What edict did they persuade the king to sign? 
(Whoever prays to any god or man other 
than the king would be thrown into a lions’ 
den.)

4. To whom did Daniel always pray? (the true 
God) How was that against the king’s decree? 
(According to the document, only the king 
was to be worshiped.)

5. Who reported Daniel’s worship to the king? (the 
high officials)

6. How can you tell that the king thought highly 
of Daniel? (He was distressed when he heard 
of Daniel’s situation and was determined to 
deliver him.) Which words of the king show 
that Daniel must have told Darius about the God 
of Israel? (“May your God deliver you!”)

7. How did God protect Daniel? (God sent His 
angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions so 
that Daniel would not be harmed.)

Working with God’s Word
Answer each question with one word or a short phrase.
1. Which king set three high officials over his king-

dom? (Darius)

2. Why could the administrators find no fault in 
Daniel? (Daniel was faithful to God and to his 
responsibilities.)

3. Who saved Daniel from the mouths of the lions? 
(God’s angel)

4. Who was glad when he saw that Daniel was safe? 
(Darius)

5. To whom did Darius now want the people to 
pray? (the God of Daniel—the living God)

Draw a line under the answer that makes each sentence 
true.
1. The king made Daniel (a ruler—a king—a 

prince—a high official) in the land.

2. No man was to pray to anyone except (God—the 
king—Daniel—the princes).

3. This law was to last for (10—3—20—30) days.

4. The king signed (a document—a book—a peti-
tion—a dominion).

5. Daniel prayed (10—3—20—30) times a day.

6. Daniel was thrown into a (den—fiery furnace—
prison—pit) of lions.

7. The king let Daniel be thrown to the lions 
because he (hated Daniel—could not change 
the law—wished to please the high officials—
wanted Daniel killed).

Applying God’s Word
1. How did the desire to kill Daniel bring death 

upon the administrators? (They were thrown 
into the lions’ den after Daniel was rescued.)

2. How did Darius now honor the God of Daniel? 
(He wrote to all the people, “All my people 
are to fear the God of Daniel, for He is the 
living God, enduring forever.”)

3. What quality of God do the words of King Dar-
ius reveal? (God is eternal, without beginning 
or end.)
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The Announcement to Mary
(Matthew 1; Luke 1)
Thinking about God’s Word
1. Why was Mary afraid of the angel at first? (She 

was troubled and wondered what the angel’s 
greeting meant.)

2. With which words did Mary say that she was 
a servant of God? (“I am the servant of the 
Lord.”)

3. Which words show that God, not Joseph, was to 
be the true Father of Jesus? (“For that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”)

4. What was the Savior to be named, according 
to the angel’s words? (Jesus) Find three other 
names for Jesus from this lesson. (Son, Son of 
the Most High, Son of God)

Working with God’s Word
Answer each question.
1. What words did Gabriel use to greet Mary? 

(“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 
you!”)

2. What was the good news the angel brought 
to Mary? (She was to be the mother of the 
Son of God, the promised Messiah from the 
house of David.)

3. In which words did Mary say that she could not 
understand it all? (“How will this be, since I 
am a virgin?”)

4. In which words did the angel say that God can 
do everything? (“For nothing will be impos-
sible with God.”)

5. How did Mary show that she believed the 
angel’s words? (She said, “I am the servant of 
the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word.”)

6. How did Joseph learn of God’s wonderful prom-
ise? (in a dream)

7. How did Joseph show that he believed God’s 
promise? (He obeyed the angel and took Mary 
to be his wife.)

By drawing a line from word to word, match the words 
given below with their meanings.

 Word Meaning

 pledged rule 

 virgin thought about 

 favored greatly honored 

 wondered promised

 reign  woman who has not 
had sexual intercourse

Applying God’s Word
1. Which words of the lesson show that the Savior 

was to be true man, born of a woman? (“You 
will conceive in your womb and bear a Son, 
and you shall call His name Jesus.”) What 
was to be His work? (“He will save His people 
from their sins.”)

2. Which words of the Apostles’ Creed are clearly 
referenced in Gabriel’s message to Mary? (“con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit”)

3. Why was it necessary for the world’s Savior to 
be a human? (So that He might live and die in 
our place.)



102

53
The Birth of John the Baptist
(Luke 1)
Thinking about God’s Word
1. How did God’s promise to Zechariah and Eliza-

beth come true? (Elizabeth had a son.)

2. Which words show that Elizabeth’s neighbors 
and cousins knew that the child came from God? 
(“Her neighbors and relatives heard that the 
Lord had shown great mercy to her.”)

3. In the naming of their son, how did the parents 
show that they had learned to obey and trust 
God without question? (They insisted he be 
named John as the angel had said.)

4. How did Zechariah use his loosed tongue, which 
once had spoken words of doubt at God’s prom-
ise? (to praise God and prophesy)

Working with God’s Word
Answer each question.
1. How were the angel’s words fulfilled? (Zecha-

riah spoke when the child was named.)

2. What did the parents do eight days after John 
was born? (circumcise him)

3. How did Zechariah settle the matter of naming 
the child? (He wrote, “His name is John.”)

4. What did Zechariah prophesy about his son? 
(He would be called a prophet of the Most 
High, for he would go on before the Lord to 
prepare the way for Him to give God’s peo-
ple the knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of their sins.)

5. Where was John until the day he appeared to 
Israel? (in the wilderness)

Answer each question with one word from below.
1. On which day was the baby circumcised? eighth

2. What did the neighbors want to name the baby? 
Zechariah

3. What did the mother name him? John

4. What did the father name him? John

5. For whom was this child to prepare the way? 
Jesus

6. Who asked for a writing tablet? Zechariah

7. What special ability did the Holy Spirit give 
Zechariah to do? prophesy

Zechariah eighth Paul baptize 

prophesy Jesus John fifth 

Applying God’s Word
1. Which words, prophesied by Zechariah, refer to 

the work of Jesus, our Savior? (“He has visited 
and redeemed His people.”)

2. When our wisdom and learning advise us to 
do the opposite of what God wants, to whom 
must we listen? (God) Why? (God knows and 
desires what is best for us.)

3. How can you show your thankfulness to God 
for having kept His promises? (We can thank, 
praise, serve, and obey Him.)



103

54
The Birth of Jesus
(Luke 2)
Thinking about God’s Word
1. Name three prophecies about the Savior’s com-

ing made by Old Testament prophets. (Jesus 
would be born to a virgin, in Bethlehem, to a 
descendant of David.)

2. Who was Caesar Augustus? (the Roman 
emperor)

3. How did God use Caesar Augustus to bring 
Mary and Joseph to the place where Jesus was to 
be born? (Mary and Joseph had to return to 
Bethlehem to take part in a registration, or 
census, ordered by Caesar.)

4. Which simple words tell how the Savior of the 
world was born at Bethlehem? (“While they 
were there, the time came for her to give 
birth. She gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid 
Him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn.”)

5. What difference would it make to us if Jesus had 
not been born? (We would not have forgive-
ness, life, and salvation in His name.)

6. How do you know that Jesus was born? (The 
Bible records His birth.)

7. Who gave the Christ Child to us as a gift of 
love? Find the answer in John 3:16. (God)

Working with God’s Word
Answer each question.
1. What great time in the world’s history now had 

come? (the Savior’s birth)

2. What new law did the Roman emperor make for 
the Roman world? (The entire Roman world 
had to participate in a registration.)

3. Who had chosen this time to fulfill His prom-
ises? (God)

4. Where was each person to go to be taxed? (to 
the home of their ancestors)

5. What was the name of the town to which Joseph 
and Mary went? (Bethlehem)

6. To whose family did Mary and Joseph belong? 
(David’s)

7. What great happiness came to Mary in Bethle-
hem? (Jesus was born to her.)

8. In what did Mary wrap her baby? (swaddling 
cloths)

9. Who was this Child? (God’s Son)

Draw a line under the word that makes each sentence 
true.
1. The emperor made a law that all (Romans—

Jews—the world) should be registered.

2. (Caesar Augustus—Quirinius—Julius) was the 
governor of Syria when Jesus was born.

3. Everyone had to go to (Rome—Bethlehem—his 
own town) to be taxed.

4. (Jerusalem—Nazareth—Bethlehem) was the city 
of David.

5. Mary laid her baby (in a cradle—on the 
ground—in a manger).

6. Mary and Joseph had come from (Syria—Jerusa-
lem—Nazareth) to be registered.

7. (David—Joseph—God) was the true Father of 
the Child Jesus.

Applying God’s Word
1. Describe the circumstances surrounding the birth 

of the Son of God. What is unusual about the 
surroundings into which He was born? (God’s 
Son was born in humble circumstances. His 
mother laid Him in an animals’ feedbox for 
His first bed.)

2. Of what should the giving of presents at Christ-
mas remind Christians? (God’s gift of the Sav-
ior)

3. Why is the birth of Jesus such a significant 
event? (God became a human to save us from 
our sins.)
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Angels Announce the Savior’s Birth
(Luke 2)
Thinking about God’s Word
1. What kind of birth announcement did God send 

when Jesus was born? (Angels announced the 
birth to shepherds.)

2. How did God show that He wanted the good 
news of His Son’s birth to be known by the com-
mon, ordinary people? (His angels brought the 
news to shepherds.)

3. What was good about the news that the angel 
brought? (The Savior had come.)

4. Which words show that the good news was 
meant for all the people in the world? (“for all 
the people”)

5. What song of praise did the angels sing to God 
for His goodness? (“Glory to God in the high-
est, and on earth peace among those with 
whom He is pleased.”)

6. What did the shepherds do after they had heard 
and seen the angels? (They went quickly to 
Bethlehem.)

7. Which words show that Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, remembered all these events? (“Mary 
treasured up all these things, pondering them 
in her heart.”)

Working with God’s Word
On the blank lines, write a few words from the Bible story 
that answer the following questions.
1. Where were the shepherds? (in a nearby field)

2. When did the angel appear? (at night)

3. What shone around the shepherds? (the glory of 
the Lord)

4. Who had been born this day? (Jesus)

5. Where did the angels come from? (heaven)

6. How do you know the shepherds believed the 
angel? (They went immediately to see Jesus.)

7. Where did the shepherds find the baby lying? (in 
a manger)

Fill in the blanks with words from below.
1. The shepherds were watching over their flocks 

during the night.

2. When the angel appeared, the shepherds were 
terrified.

3. The angel called the newborn child a Savior.

4. A great company of the heavenly host sang a 
song of praise.

5. The shepherds spread the word about Jesus.

6. Mary treasured up all these things and pondered 
them in her heart.

7. The shepherds could be called the first mission-
aries.

missionaries host  flocks pondered 

Joseph word Savior terrified 

Bethlehem

Applying God’s Word
1. Why is the birth of Jesus the greatest event of 

human history? (Jesus came to save the world 
from sin and its condemnation.)

2. What is the peace that Jesus would bring? (The 
peace that comes from knowing we have for-
giveness, life, and salvation in Jesus.)

3. Who told you the good news of how Jesus was 
born for you? (Answers will vary.) How can 
you show your thankfulness for having been told 
these wonderful things? (Thank God and those 
who brought the Good News to you.)
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The Presentation of Jesus
(Luke 2)
Thinking about God’s Word
1. How did Jesus’ parents keep the Law of Moses 

for Him when He was eight days old? (They 
brought Him to be circumcised.) Which 
law did they obey when He was forty days old? 
(They brought Him to Jerusalem to present 
Him to the Lord and to offer a sacrifice.)

2. What name was given to the Savior at the time 
of His circumcision? (Jesus) What is the mean-
ing of that name? (Savior)

3. What words describing Simeon show him to be a 
man of faith? (righteous and devout; the Holy 
Spirit was upon him)

Working with God’s Word
Answer each question.
1. Where did Jesus’ parents go to present Him to 

the Lord? (Jerusalem)

2. Who was waiting for the Savior’s coming in 
Jerusalem? (Simeon)

3. What special promise had been given Simeon by 
the Holy Spirit? (He would not die until he 
had seen the Lord’s Christ.)

4. Why was Simeon in the temple on this day? 
(He was moved by the Spirit to go into the 
temple courts.)

5. In which words did Simeon say that the Lord 
had kept His promise? (“My eyes have seen 
Your salvation.”)

6. Which of Simeon’s words say that Jesus is the 
Savior of all people? (“A light for revelation 
to the Gentiles and for glory to Your people 
Israel.”)

7. Who marveled at the words of Simeon? (Mary 
and Joseph)

Draw a line under the word or phrase that makes each 
sentence true.
1. Jesus was (born—circumcised—promised) on 

the eighth day.

2. Jesus was presented at the temple (in Nazareth—
in Jerusalem—in Bethlehem).

3. The Holy Spirit had told Simeon that before his 
death he would (become very old—preach in the 
temple—see the Savior).

4. Simeon was (late and old—righteous and 
devout—very sad).

5. Simeon said that Jesus was (a great king—not a 
heathen—salvation).

Applying God’s Word
1. Who is meant by the “salvation” of which 

Simeon spoke? (Jesus) How is Jesus your salva-
tion? (Jesus lived, died, and rose again to save 
me.)

2. Why was Simeon ready to die after having seen 
Jesus? (The Savior he had been waiting for 
had come.)

3. Why can you die without fear, just as Simeon 
was able to do? (I know Jesus is the Savior.)
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The Wise Men from the East
(Matthew 2)
Thinking about God’s Word
1. Who were the people from the East who came to 

see Jesus? (Wise Men)

2. What led them from their land to the Holy 
Land? (a star) Why did they need a star to guide 
them? (They didn’t know where the Savior 
was.)

3. How did the chief priests and scribes of Jesus’ 
time discover where the Savior was to be born? 
See Micah 5:2 in your Bible. (They studied the 
Old Testament prophecies.)

4. Who said to the Wise Men, “Go and search dili-
gently for the Child”? (Herod)

5. Why did Herod ask the Wise Men to let him 
know where Jesus was to be found? (He wanted 
to kill the newborn King.) Why did God warn 
the Wise Men not to tell Herod where Jesus 
was? (God wanted to prevent Herod from 
killing Jesus.)

Working with God’s Word
Answer each question.
1. What are the Wise Men also called? (Magi, or 

learned men)

2. Why was Herod disturbed at the words of the 
Wise Men? (He was the king of the Jews.)

3. From whom did Herod learn where Jesus was to 
be born? (the chief priests and scribes of the 
law)

4. What answer was given Herod when he wished 
to know Jesus’ birthplace? (Bethlehem, in the 
land of Judah)

5. How did the Wise Men show that they believed 
Jesus to be God? (They fell down and wor-
shiped Him.)

Answer each question with words from below.
1. From where did the Wise Men come? East

2. At which city did they stop for information? 
Jerusalem

3. What did the Wise Men call Jesus? King of the 
Jews

4. Who was troubled about the Wise Men’s ques-
tion? Herod

5. What led the Wise Men from the East? star

6. Whom did the Wise Men find with the Child? 
Mary

7. How did God warn the Wise Men not to return 
to Herod? in a dream

Mary aloes  Jerusalem 

Nazareth East by an angel  

in a dream Herod King of the Jews 

Persia star

Applying God’s Word
1. What did Herod not understand about Jesus’ 

kingship? See Jesus’ words to Pilate in John 
18:33–37. (Jesus is not a king in the political 
use of the term. Rather, Jesus is the ruler of 
the universe, the Lord of all who love and 
trust in Him.)

2. How were the words of Simeon being fulfilled  
at the coming of the Magi? See Luke 2:32. 
(Simeon prophesied that Jesus would be “a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles.” The 
Wise Men were Gentiles who came to Jesus 
from another land.)

3. What action on the part of the Wise Men sug-
gests that they believed in Jesus as the Savior 
(Matthew 2:11)? (They worshiped Him and 
offered Him gifts—gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.)
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The Escape to Egypt
(Matthew 2)
Thinking about God’s Word
1. Jeremiah prophesied the “Slaughter of the Inno-

cents,” which took place at this time. In what 
respect were the boys in Bethlehem innocent? 
(They were executed, but had not committed 
any crime.)

2. How might one of the gifts that the Wise Men 
brought to Jesus have been put to good use at 
this time? (They could use the gold to help 
pay travel expenses.)

3. Why should God’s children be happy to know 
that angels are always near them? (Angels are 
God’s helpers and representatives.) How did 
God use angels in this story? (They brought 
messages from God to Joseph.)

4. Name other Bible people who lived in Egypt. 
(Answers will vary.)

5. By whom were the ancestors of Jesus led out of 
Egypt? (Moses)

Working with God’s Word
Fill in the blanks.
1. The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream.

2. Herod was seeking the young child to kill Him.

3. Joseph traveled with the young child and His 
mother during the night.

4. Herod killed boys two years old and under.

5. An angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt.

6. Joseph was told to take Mary and Jesus back to 
the land of Israel.

7. They returned and lived in a city called Naza-
reth.

Applying God’s Word
1. What details of this account show Joseph to be 

a man of faith? How do others come to know 
about your faith in Jesus? (Joseph obeyed the 
word of the Lord. Others come to know of 
our faith, not only through our words, but 
also through our actions.)

2. What does it mean to you to know that God kept 
all His promises and prophecies in Jesus? (We 
are saved and forgiven.)

3. How did God defend Jesus against all danger 
and guard and protect Him from all evil? (He 
told Joseph to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt.) 
How does God do the same for you daily? (He 
guards and protects us from evil.)




