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Animals, Astronomy, and Physics | 5-Day | Section Two | Week 1 |  1

N Parental Notes

Science B

Week 1
Date: Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

The Usborne World of  
Animals

pp. 6–7 pp. 8–9 pp. 10–11 pp. 12–13 pp. 14–15

Activity Sheet Questions #1 #2–3 #4–5 #6–8 #9

Do Together Kids’ Choice The World
Around You

Lunch Time

Shopping/Planning List For next week: Science Notebook N: sheets of paper tied with yarn or a spiral bound notebook or an 
artist’s sketchbook (use for all experiments); various empty containers to hold water, jar with water, fun-
nel, soda bottle filled pa tway with water, books.

Additional Subjects:

The Usborne World of Animals
Day

1 pp. 6–7

The book says, “Earth is the only known planet to sup-
port living things.” Isn’t that amazing? Scientists known 
as astrobiologists attempt to find signs of life in space. 
While other planets have been discovered, the conditions 
necessary for them to support life would need to be finely 
tuned in a number of ways for life to be able to survive in 
these worlds. Is earth just a lucky planet capable of sus-
taining life or is there a greater design involved? Although 
this documentary is too advanced for young children, you 
might want to take a look at the DVD The Privileged Planet 
(Illustra Media, 2004) to learn more about the idea that 
earth is finely tuned in a number of ways to support life.

As the book points out, a basilisk lizard can run on wa-
ter. It can do so only because it doesn’t weigh much (from 
2 grams up to about 7 ounces), and because it moves 
quickly. Due to this unique ability, these lizards have actu-
ally been nicknamed Jesus lizards, referring to Jesus and 
his miracle of walking on water (Matthew 14: 25–31; John 
6:16–21). By the way, after about 15 feet of running on 
water, a basilisk sinks and starts to swim, making it more 
of a Peter lizard than a Jesus lizard.

Day

3 pp. 10–11

What does the book mean when it says, “Only animals 
with well-developed wings can fly”? Do some animals 
have poorly developed wings? If so, which animals do the 
authors of the book have in mind? Do they think that if 
an ostrich or penguin had “well-developed wings” these 
flightless birds could fly? Maybe they should have just 
written, “Not all animals with wings can fly.”

The origins of flight is a persistent problem for non-
theistic macroevolutionists, who not only have to explain 
flight as being the result of an undirected process despite 
its apparent complexity, but also must explain it for flying 
reptiles, birds, mammals (bats), and insects. Given all of the 
factors necessary for flight to succeed, it seems a stretch to 
claim that it came about in four different kinds of animals 
without any sort of intelligent direction whatsoever.

Day

4 pp. 12–13

On page 13, the book says, “All bugs have mouths 
designed to cope with their different diets.” The word 
“designed” in the sentence comes across more as accept-
ing the reality of God as designer than the undirected 
process of non-theistic macroevolution. Isn’t it interesting 
that even books with a generally secular orientation turn 
to words such as “design” to describe the natural world? 
But true design requires intelligence—something that 
naturalistic macroevolution lacks.

Days 1–5: Date: _______ to _______

Week Overview

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36
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Animals, Astronomy, and Physics | 5-Day | Week 1 Activity Sheet

Science B: Week 1 Activity Sheet

The Usborne World of Animals

Note: We have provided lines for dictation. Simply note your children’s answers as you talk about each question.

1. Where will you find the most animals living in one place?  (p. 7)

North America Deserts

Antarctica  Rainforests

2. Write the letter of the correct picture next to each 
statement that describes that kind of animal. 
(pp. 8–9)

_____  All have dry, scaly skin. _____  All have feathers.

_____  All have six or more legs. _____  All have wings.

_____  All live in the water. _____  All lay eggs.

_____  Mothers feed milk 
   to their babies.

_____  All have hair or fur 
   to keep warm.

A B C

D E

bugsmammal

fish reptile

bird

X

(E)    (C)

(B)    (C)

(D)    (C)

(A)    (A)

2
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Science B: Week 1 Activity Sheet

3. What fraction of all animals are bugs? Shade the picture of the Earth to 
show your answer.*  (p. 9)

*Mom or Dad: If this is your children’s first experience with fractions, you may want to talk through this question.

4. What are flying animals’ bodies like?  (Circle the best choices.)  (p. 11)

Light heavy bodies,

strong weak muscles to power their

arms wings.

SAMPLE
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Science B: Week 1 Activity Sheet

The Usborne World of Animals

Note: We have provided lines for dictation. Simply note your children’s answers as you talk about each question.

1. Where will you find the most animals living in one place?  (p. 7)

  North America   Deserts

  Antarctica    Rainforests

2. Write the letter of the correct picture next to each 
statement that describes that kind of animal. 
(pp. 8–9)

_____  All have dry, scaly skin. _____  All have feathers.

_____  All have six or more legs. _____  All have wings.

_____  All live in the water. _____  All lay eggs.

_____  Mothers feed milk 
    to their babies.

_____  All have hair or fur 
    to keep warm.

A B C

D E

bugsmammal

fish reptile

birdSAMPLE
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Animals, Astronomy, and Physics | 5-Day | Week 1 Activity Sheet

Science B: Week 1 Activity Sheet

5. Match each creature to the way it moves.  (pp. 10–11)

snake

• •
uses tail to push 
through 
the water

flying squirrel

• •
uses muscles to move 
body back and forth in 
an S shape

orca

• •
squirts water backward 
to move forward

horse

• •
moves diagonally 
opposite legs to walk

jellyfish

• •
uses flaps of skin to 
glide through the air

2
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Science B: Week 1 Activity Sheet

3. What fraction of all animals are bugs? Shade the picture of the Earth to 
show your answer.*  (p. 9)

*Mom or Dad: If this is your children’s first experience with fractions, you may want to talk through this question.

4. What are flying animals’ bodies like?  (Circle the best choices.)  (p. 11)

  Light heavy  bodies,

  strong weak  muscles to power their

  arms wings.SAMPLE




