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Lesson to Learn AVerbals—Participles

1.  Analyze the following sentences, and then diagram them in the space provided. Use a ruler to 
draw the lines.

a. Franklin pointed to the lights from the oncoming car, which lit the road.

b. In the snow, the lights seemed imposing, as if they were giant flashlights.

c. While they were watching, a deer leapt across the glazed, icy road.
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Lesson to LearnA Verbals—Participles

2.  On the lines provided, write the definition of a verbal. 

  

 

3.  On the lines provided, write the definition of a participle. 

  

 

4.  On the lines provided, rewrite the following sentences, changing the passive voice to active 
voice.

a.  The flourishing village was conquered by the Norse enemy. 

  

 

b.  The Viking ship was being driven westward by the crashing waves. 

  

 

5.  Imagine that Franklin is sending a note to Gilbert about nearly hitting a deer while driving 
home with his family. Rewrite his sentences using the proper punctuation and capitalization.

you will never believe it last night after the game we were heading home driving my 
dad slowly crept along the snowy road all at once a crazy deer sprang in front of our 
car my dad swerved and missed it as it dashed into the frozen forest 
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Lesson to Learn BVerbals—Participles

1.  Analyze the following sentences, and then diagram them in the space provided. Use a ruler to 
draw the lines.

a. Her family stared at the overwhelming size of Devils Tower.

b. Startled, Midge marveled to herself at the high, vertical sides of the mount.

c. When they saw the dangling climbers on ropes, their plans were forgotten.
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Lesson to LearnB Verbals—Participles

2.  On the lines provided, write the definition of a participle. 

  

 

3.  On the lines provided, rewrite the following sentences, changing the passive voice to active 
voice.

a.  While the fluttering butterflies flew about, the pollen was being gathered by them. 

  

 

b.  The wildflowers were picked by those giggling hikers for their wreaths. 

  

 

4.  Imagine that Midge is entering a note in her journal about her visit to Devils Tower. Rewrite 
her sentences using the proper punctuation and capitalization.

when mom told me about our trip to devils tower i didnt know anything about it it 
may be in wyoming but i didnt realize that it stands like a giant tree stump in the mid-
dle of rolling hills with ropes and harnesses daring climbers go up and down the steep 
walls someday i want to climb it 
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Lesson to Learn CVerbals—Participles

1.  Analyze the following sentences, and then diagram them in the space provided. Use a ruler to 
draw the lines.

a. Running and dribbling, the young player brought the ball down the court.

b. Both teams held their breath when they saw the spinning ball.

c. As it flew toward the basket, the injured player threw his crutches in the air.
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Lesson to LearnC Verbals—Participles

2.  On the lines provided, write the definition of a verbal. 

  

 

3.  On the lines provided, write the definition of a participle. 

  

 

4.  On the lines provided, rewrite the following sentences, changing the passive voice to active 
voice.

a.  The diving team is led by a boy, who is from the west side of town. 

  

 

b.  His character is weakened by his foolish, self-centered attitude. 

  

 

5.  Imagine that the coach of the losing basketball team is writing a note to a friend after the 
game. Rewrite his sentences using the proper punctuation and capitalization.

who would have guessed it we havent played the highlanders since they hired coach 
stein watching i wondered about that new player he is shorter than his teammates but 
he is fast jumping and dribbling he has full control of the ball as i watched the win-
ning shot swish the net i was amazed we will get them next time 
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Sentences for Practice
Verbals—Participles

Analyze the following sentences.

1. In the kitchen, Elliot, Franklin, and Peggy grabbed the popping corn.

2. Unsuspecting, the three friends put the bag of popcorn in the broken microwave.

3. Put that old, tattered board game on the table.

4. Though the taped box looked awful, all the pieces were in the box.

5. Surprised, Franklin counted the Monopoly money in record time.
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Sentences for Practice
Verbals—Participles

6. While the popcorn popped, smoke came from the overheating microwave.

7. Screaming, the three friends pulled the smoking bag from it.

8. Franklin opened the window, and wide-eyed Peggy opened the door.

9. After the smoke lifted, Elliot poured the smoldering popcorn into a bowl.

10. Disgusted, the two of them watched him as he ate the burnt popcorn.
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Lesson to Enjoy—Poem
Verbals—Participles

anon: immediately   store: extra   vocation: profession   laureate: an officially honored poet

Have you ever heard a waterfall—truly listened to the falling water? How would you use words 
to capture those sounds? Could you describe the motion of the water to someone else? Would it 
be possible to arrange your words on the page to resemble a waterfall? The Romantic poet Robert 
Southey does all that in “The Cataract of Lodore,” a poem about a waterfall (cataract is an old word 
for waterfall) in England’s Lake District. He accomplishes it with an overflow of participles, choos-
ing them because these verbals are both descriptive and active. Watch as Southey playfully stirs 
participles into rapids and as his -ing words swirl and twirl in cascades.

The Cataract of Lodore:  
Described in Rhymes for the Nursery

by Robert Southey (1774–1843)

“How does the Water 
Come down at Lodore?” 
My little boy ask’d me 
Thus, once on a time; 

And moreover he task’d me 
To tell him in rhyme. 

Anon at the word, 
There first came one daughter 

And then came another, 
To second and third 

The request of their brother, 
And to hear how the Water 

Comes down at Lodore, 
With its rush and its roar. 

As many a time 
They had seen it before. 
So I told them in rhyme, 

For of rhymes I had store; 
And ’t was in my vocation 

For their recreation 
That so I should sing; 

Because I was Laureate 
To them and the King.

From its sources which well 
In the Tarn of the fell; 

From its fountains 
In the mountains, 

It’s rills and it’s gills; 
Through moss and through brake, 

It runs and it creeps 
For awhile, till it sleeps 
In its own little Lake. 

And thence at departing, 
Awakening and starting, 
It runs through the reeds 

And away it proceeds, 
Through meadow and glade, 

In sun and in shade, 
And through the wood-shelter, 

Among crags in its flurry, 
Helter-skelter, 
Hurry-scurry. 

Here it comes sparkling, 
And there it lies darkling; 

Now smoaking and frothing 
It’s tumult and wrath in, 
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Lesson to Enjoy—Poem
Verbals—Participles

tarn: mountain lake fell: a pasture high in the mountains brake: an overgrown thicket  
glade: grove of trees crags: steep, rough rocks helter-skelter: disordered or haphazard  
darkling: growing dark smoaking: archaic form of smoking tumult: turbulence  
eddying: whirling smiting: hitting dinning: making a lot of noise guggling: gurgling

Till in this rapid race 
On which it is bent, 
It reaches the place 
Of its steep descent.

The Cataract strong 
Then plunges along, 
Striking and raging 
As if a war waging  

Its caverns and rocks among: 
Rising and leaping, 

Sinking and creeping, 
Swelling and sweeping, 

Showering and springing, 
Flying and flinging, 

Writhing and ringing, 
Eddying and whisking, 
Sprouting and frisking, 
Turning and twisting, 
Around and around 

With endless rebound; 
Smiting and fighting, 
A sight to delight in; 

Confounding, astounding, 
Dizzying and deafening the ear with its sound.

Collecting, projecting, 
Receding and speeding, 

And shocking and rocking, 
And darting and parting, 

And threading and spreading, 
And whizzing and hissing, 

And dripping and skipping, 
And hitting and splitting, 

And shining and twining, 
And rattling and battling, 
And shaking and quaking, 
And pouring and roaring, 
And waving and raving, 

And tossing and crossing, 
And flowing and going, 

And running and stunning, 
And foaming and roaming, 
And dinning and spinning, 
And dropping and hopping,  
And working and jerking,  

And guggling and struggling, 
And heaving and cleaving,  

And moaning and groaning;
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Lesson to Enjoy—Poem
Verbals—Participles

And glittering and frittering, 
And gathering and feathering, 

And whitening and brightening, 
And quivering and shivering, 
And hurrying and skurrying, 

And thundering and floundering;

Dividing and gliding and sliding, 
And falling and brawling and sprawling, 

And driving and riving and striving, 
And sprinkling and twinkling and wrinkling, 
And sounding and bounding and rounding, 
And bubbling and troubling and doubling, 

And grumbling and rumbling and tumbling, 
And clattering and battering and shattering;

Retreating and beating and meeting and sheeting, 
Delaying and straying and playing and spraying, 

Advancing and prancing and glancing and dancing, 
Recoiling, turmoiling and toiling and boiling, 

And gleaming and streaming and steaming and beaming, 
And rushing and flushing and brushing and gushing, 
And flapping and rapping and clapping and slapping, 
And curling and whirling and purling and twirling, 

And thumping and plumping and bumping and jumping, 
And dashing and flashing and splashing and clashing; 

And so never ending, but always descending, 
Sounds and motions for ever and ever are blending, 

All at once and all o’er, with a mighty uproar, 
And this way the Water comes down at Lodore.2

2. Robert Southey, “The Cataract of Lodore: Described in Rhymes for the Nursery,” in The Poetical 
Works of Robert Southey: Collected by Himself, vol. 3 (London: Longman, 1849), 73–77. Available at: 
https://books.google.com/books?id=-q88AAAAYAAJ.

frittering: squandering floundering: struggling clumsily riving: splitting 
purling: rippling
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Lesson to Enjoy—Poem
Verbals—Participles

Questions to Ponder
1. Why do you think the poem was written?

2.  Give examples of onomatopoeia (the use of words that sound like the thing 
they mean) from the poem.

3. What does “And so never ending, but always descending” mean?
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Quiz
Verbals—Participles

1.  Analyze the following sentences, and then diagram them in the space provided. Use a ruler to 
draw the lines.

a. Worried, a parent walked nervously by the pool during the swim meet.

b. While the excited swimmers left the swimming pool, Gilbert joined the others.

c. The four girls appeared frozen after they won their relay.
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Quiz
Verbals—Participles

2.  On the lines provided, write the definition of a verbal. 

  

 

3.  On the lines provided, write the definition of a participle. 

  

 

4.  On the lines provided, rewrite the following sentences, changing the passive voice to active 
voice.

a.  Our neighbor’s lawn is framed by that tall wooden fence. 

  

 

b.  Many houses nearby were built by the same guy, who built their fence. 

  

 

5.  Imagine that Peggy is writing to a friend about her win at the swim meet. Rewrite her sen-
tences using the proper punctuation and capitalization.

we had a swim meet on saturday at the ymca i have never felt such freezing water 
when i dove into the swimming pool my heart nearly stopped as soon as i started i felt 
like a fish and swam as hard as i could we won our relay 
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Sentences for Practice—Tale
Verbals—Participles

Analyze the following sentences.

1. Listening, Lafayette heard about the Americas and their plight.

2. As he learned more, the willing Frenchman created a plan.

3. On a purchased ship, he and his party sailed across the Atlantic Ocean.

4. Enthused, the people of Georgetown and Charleston entertained him.

5. One evening at a party, Lafayette met the distinguished Washington.
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Sentences for Practice—Tale
Verbals—Participles

6. The two dignified men talked of liberty and freedom.

7. Encouraged, Washington asked Lafayette for help with his army.

8. Although he was young, dedicated Lafayette served with Washington.

9. Forgiven, Lafayette asked the French for aid for America.

10. Washington honored the devoted Lafayette throughout his life.
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Lesson to Enjoy—Tale
Verbals—Participles

When you read about the great achievements of the founders of the United States, you will 
probably learn of the French general, Marquis de Lafayette, who helped establish American liberty. 
As a young nineteen-year-old nobleman devoted to equality and freedom, he desired to see America 
become a nation. The author Lawton Evans tells of Lafayette’s sacrifice as he journeyed to the west. 
Why do you think Lafayette wanted to go to America?

How Lafayette Came to America
by Lawton B. Evans (1862–1934), adapted from American First: 100 Stories from Our Own History

One day at dinner, Lafayette heard someone talking about the Americans and the Declaration of 
Independence. He listened very attentively and then said, “If what you say of those colonies is true, 
they deserve their liberty, and I, for one, would like to help them.” 

Shortly after this, he heard of the American victories at Trenton and Princeton, and, hastening 
to the American agents in Paris, he said to them, “I desire to aid America in her fight for freedom. I 
am willing to go in person, if you can find a way to send me.” He was only nineteen years of age and 
belonged to the French nobility.

His preparations were made secretly, for fear the king of France would forbid his going on ac-
count of France’s existing friendship with England. At his own expense, Lafayette purchased a ship 
and fitted it out for the voyage.

The journey by sea was long and stormy, but at last Lafayette and his party arrived one night 
near Georgetown, South Carolina. At first they were taken for the enemy, but, as soon as it was 
known who they were, the people of Georgetown and Charles-
ton entertained them with great hospitality. Their arrival in 
America created a greater sensation than their departure from 
Europe, for the fortunes of the American army were at a low 
ebb just at this time, and the people were much discouraged.

Lafayette and his party proceeded by land to Philadelphia, 
where Congress was then in session. Upon his arrival, 
he wrote a letter to the president of that body, asking 
leave to enter the army as a volunteer and to serve 
without pay. But Congress had no idea of letting 
so brave a man take such a low position; he was at 
once given the rank of major general.

at a low ebb: at a low point; in a state of weakness
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Lesson to Enjoy—Tale
Verbals—Participles

Lafayette was only one month short of being twenty years old. Those who saw him at the time 
described him as tall and slender, very graceful in his movements, and gracious in his manners. He 
talked rapidly, with many gestures, and, when he spoke of liberty for the colonies in America, his 
eyes shone very brightly and his face expressed his great emotion.

Soon after he had been appointed to his new position, Lafayette met Washington at a dinner party 
in Philadelphia. The two men looked at each other with interest. Washington was tall, dignified, and 
forty-five years of age. Lafayette was hardly more than a college boy, slender and enthusiastic. After 
the dinner was over, Washington took him aside and said, “Sir, I thank you for the sacrifice you are 
making for the cause of America. I shall be glad to have you as a member of my military family.”

Thus began the intimacy between these two great men, which was never for a moment inter-
rupted. Washington loved Lafayette as a son and learned to trust him as a general of ability and 
courage. Lafayette went on to serve in many battles with distinguished gallantry.

When Lafayette went back to France to seek more aid for America, he was forgiven for running 
away, and was received everywhere with great enthusiasm. France became the ally of America in 
the War for Independence, and Lafayette raised large sums of money for the colonists.

Thanks to his friendship with Washington and his bravery in battle, Lafayette helped to secure 
American freedom. To this day in Mount Vernon, Washington’s home, there is a portrait of the 
young Lafayette hanging in a bedroom upstairs.1

Questions to Ponder
1. What caught Lafayette’s ear that caused him to want to help America?

2.  What are some descriptive details about the Marquis de Lafayette that are included in the nar-
rative?

3. How did George Washington feel about Lafayette?

1. “How Lafayette Came to America,” adapted from America First: 100 Stories from Our Own History by Lawton B. Evans in 
Writing & Rhetoric Book 6: Commonplace by Paul Kortepeter (Camp Hill, PA: Classical Academic Press, 2015), 103–105.

gallantry: noble-minded heroism
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