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For my children—

 Noah, Joanna, Baxter, Silas, and Mariah,

and the children of their generation,

  that they may come to know by faith 

what Daniel already knows by sight.

D. H.

For my parents,

who introduced me to the forever king

and taught me to love his holy book,

that their faithful labor for the kingdom

may continue to bear fruit in coming generations.

G. S.
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Part 1 15



the Bible is God’s story,
and it begins with these big words:
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“In the beginning,
God created the heavens and the earth.”
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do you know how God created everything?
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simply by speaking words.
Imagine, making the world with words!
 strong words. 
 Powerful words.
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With words
God created everything!
He made the stars,
the sun, and the moon.
He made the animals,
the fish, the trees, and flowers too.
 everything!
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And then after all these 
things, God created . . .
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People!
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Can you see Adam and Eve?

God put his people in the garden of Eden.
They were made in the image of God.
They were to be the rulers of God’s place.
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Part 21 375



Darkness fell upon the land.

Jesus was dead.
He was buried in a tomb. 
A big stone was rolled in front  
of the entrance,
and the people all went home. 
For Jesus’s followers, that dark day  
was followed by a long night.

The hours passed very slowly.
Jesus’s friends cried.
They had thought he was the King.

But now their hearts were filled with sorrow,
and their minds were filled with fear.
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“What happened?”
“Why did Jesus have to die?”
“Wasn’t Jesus God’s forever King?”
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The questions kept coming until the next  
day turned into night.

As Jesus’s followers tried to sleep, they thought,
We will be sad forever.
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“Will God ever rescue his people from sin?”
“Will we ever have our place with him?”
“Will God ever bring again his blessings on 
all peoples of the earth?”
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It was the third day after Jesus  
had died on the cross.
The sun was not yet up.

One woman, Mary Magdalene,  
couldn’t sleep.
She had believed in Jesus and  
had hoped he was the King.

She got up very early  
while it was still dark
and went to the tomb where  
Jesus was buried.
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As she came close,
suddenly she grew  
anxious and afraid.
The big stone that covered 
the entrance was gone.
Jesus’s tomb was open,
and it was empty. 

She turned and ran.
She did not stop.
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                         Seeing two of Jesus’s followers, 
                        she caught her breath and cried,
 “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb.”

389



Her friends ran off!
They raced to  
the tomb.
They looked around; 
they went inside, 
but Jesus was  
not there.
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As they walked  
back home,
they wondered  
what had happened. 

That evening . . .
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Some of Jesus’s followers were meeting together.
They were afraid, and so
they had locked the doors.
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some of Jesus’ followers were meeting together.
they were afraid, and so
they had locked the doors.

suddenly Jesus came and stood among them!
At first his followers were frightened,
but then their fear turned into joy.
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the sadness they had felt was gone.
their hearts were glad again.

Jesus was alive. 
Jesus really was alive.
Jesus was risen from the dead.

the son had risen!
It was a brand-new day.
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Part 23 397



Jesus’s followers could hardly believe it.
“We have seen the Lord!”

They were full of joy,
but they were not full  
of understanding.
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they could see Jesus 
with their eyes,  
but they could not  
   see why he had  
       to die and  
           rise again.

           And so . . .
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Jesus opened up God’s holy book 
that had been written long ago.
He started with the books of Moses
and then the Prophets and the Psalms.
He showed them everything
that was written there about him.
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In it were many word pictures that proved
he must die to pay the penalty for sin.
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In it were many 
pictures that 
promised 
he would rise 
again.
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Jesus’s followers were amazed 
as they listened and as they read.

Before, they had said,
“We have seen the Lord!”

But now they could read God’s 
holy book and say,
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“even here, especially here, 
we have seen the Lord!”
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Jesus taught them carefully because
he knew the day was coming
when people would no longer  
see him with their eyes.
they would read of him instead.

He knew God’s holy book would  
help others to believe and say,
“We have seen the Lord!”
And they too would be full of joy.
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410

do you see the Lord?



Painted on the pages of Israel’s  
hard and happy history is the  
big picture of God’s forever King.
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