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 1. A reader has made this inference: Getting wet 
helps people cool off in the summer heat. Which 
sentence correctly quotes the story to support 
this inference?

  A  After Meghan and Jake played in the water, the 
“hot July air lost its punch ”

  B  After Meghan and Jake played in the water, the 
humid July air lost its punch  

  C  After Meghan and Jake played in the water, “the 
humid July air lost its punch ”

  D  After Meghan and Jake played “in the water,” 
“the humid July air lost its punch ”

 2. Which sentence contains words that a reader 
could quote to support the inference that Meghan 
loves her mother?

  A Sentence 2

  B Sentence 11

  C Sentence 14

  D Sentence 18

Quote Text to Support Inferences
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the story  Then, answer the questions 

Waterland

 [1] “Hurray!” cried Meghan  [2] “Today’s the day we’re going to Waterland!” [3] It 
was a steamy July day, and Meghan’s mom had agreed to drive her and her new 
friend Jake to the water park  [4] Just then, Meghan’s mom emerged from her 
bedroom  [5] She looked exhausted and unhappy  
 [6] “What’s the matter, Mom? [7] Are you afraid to get wet?” Meghan teased  [8] 
Mrs  Millett sighed as she informed the kids that she was feeling unwell and far too 
tired to drive to the water park safely  [9] Meghan and Jake were disappointed  [10] 
“My mom has chronic fatigue syndrome,” Meghan explained  [11] “Her illness often 
makes her really tired, but she’s still a great mom ” 
 [12] “Thank you, dear,” said Mrs  Millett  [13] “Maybe I can’t drive safely, but I 
can still create good ideas  [14] I bet you and Jake can construct your own 
Waterland while I rest in the lawn chair ”
 [15] Meghan and Jake quickly set up three different sprinklers  [16] One tossed 
a graceful arc of water high into the air, where the summer sun tinted it with rainbow 
hues; the others sprayed jerky bursts of water that swept across the lawn  [17] 
Then, the kids dragged the play slide over to the wading pool and aimed one 
sprinkler at the slide  [18] In no time, Meghan and Jake were soaking wet, and the 
humid July air lost its punch  
 [19] “Thank you for being so understanding,” Meghan’s mom said later that 
afternoon  [20] “I feel better now, but I’m really hot! [21] There’s only one cure for 
that ” [22] She stood under the sprinkler wearing all of her clothes and laughing, 
until she was drenched from head to foot  [23] Meghan and Jake laughed too  [24] 
“Now you have chronic wet syndrome, Mom!” Meghan exclaimed, as mother and 
daughter shared a sopping wet hug 

Strategy Combine what you already know about a topic and what a story says about that 
topic to make an inference  

Test Tip When you quote a story to support an inference, make sure to include the exact 
words from the story and to place them inside quotation marks 
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Strategy
As you read, look for context clues in the same sentence as the word or phrase  
you want to understand  Also, look in the paragraphs that come before and after  
the word 

 3. Which quoted words from the story best support 
the inference that Meghan and her mom have a 
playful relationship?

  A  “ ‘Today’s the day we’re going to Waterland!’ “ 
(Sentence 2)

  B  “ ‘Are you afraid to get wet?’ Meghan teased ” 
(Sentence 7)

  C  “ ‘Thank you, dear,’ said Mrs  Millett ” (Sentence 
12)

  D  “ ‘I feel better now, but I’m really hot!’ “ (Sentence 
20)

  Write how you know. 

 4. Which context clues help readers to understand 
that the word “chronic” in Sentence 10 describes 
an ongoing problem that cannot be quickly 
solved? Choose two.

  A Meghan’s mother’s tiredness lasts all day 

  B Meghan says her mother is often very tired 

  C Meghan’s mother says she cannot drive safely 

  D  Meghan’s mom thanks the kids for giving her 
time to rest 

  E  Jake and Meghan take her mom’s advice to 
make a water park 

 5. Write a few sentences that make an inference 
about Meghan’s mom. Include quoted words from 
the story to support your inference. Be sure to 
quote the words exactly and to place them inside 
quotation marks.

Quote Text to Support Inferences
Reading: Literature

Test Tip
After you make an inference, return to the story to review the details that  
support the inference  You may decide to add or change the details you use to 
support your inference 
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 1. Which problem in the story contributes most to 
readers’ understanding of the theme?

  A The strength and size of horses frighten Luisa 

  B  Injured people need therapists to help them heal 

  C The equine therapy centers needs volunteers 

  D  Luisa’s family insists that each family member 
give back to the community 

  Write how you know. 

 2. Which sentence best states the theme of  
“Pot o’ Gold”?

  A  When family members argue, they must try to 
forgive each other 

  B  When people are injured, trained horses can help 
them heal 

  C  When volunteers help, a community becomes a 
better place to live 

  D  When people work together, they can face and 
overcome challenges 

Determine Theme and Summarize Text
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the story  Then, answer the questions 

Pot o’ Gold

 [1] “Come on, Luisa,” Marla begged  [2] “We agreed to help, and besides, we’ll 
have fun ” [3] Luisa frowned  [4] They had agreed to volunteer at their city’s equine 
therapy center, and she didn’t want to let the center down  [5] But, she hadn’t 
reckoned with her fear of horses when she signed up  [6] Powerful, muscular horses 
intimidated her  [7] Luisa closed her eyes and imagined huge, hard hooves  [8] She 
could almost feel one stepping on her foot while she reluctantly pulled her boots on  
 [9] Despite her fears, Luisa and her whole family believed strongly in giving back 
to the community, and the equine therapy center did such important work  [10] 
People healing after accidents, kids dealing with limited mobility, and even veterans 
coping with the stress of military service benefited from grooming and riding the 
specially trained horses  [11] Luisa wanted to be part of this work, but those 
horses—so huge! 
 [12] After the girls’ parents dropped them at the center, a trainer called to Luisa  
[13] “So glad you’re here!” he said  [14] “Your first task is to muck out a stall and 
then carry in fresh feed ” [15] He led the way to a stall door, and Luisa felt her chest 
tighten when she pulled it open  [16] There, to her shock, stood a horse not much 
taller than her family’s dog  [17] “This is Pot o’ Gold,” the trainer said, “but we 
usually call her Goldie  [18] She’s so gentle, even little children feel comfortable 
grooming her as part of their therapy ” [19] He added with a smile, “And I heard you 
were a little horse-shy ” [20] Gratitude and wonder rushed over Luisa  [21] “This 
pint-sized pony,” she thought, “is already helping me!” 

Strategy
Use ideas, events, and details from a story to determine its theme  As you read, 
find a story’s theme by asking not what the story is about (its topic), but what a 
major character learns during the story about that topic  
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 3. Write the sentence that supports the theme with 
Luisa’s actions. 

 4. Which action in the story best demonstrates the 
theme?

  A Luisa cleans out Goldie’s stall and feeds her 

  B  Marla pushes Luisa to help at the therapy center 

  C  The trainer ensures that Luisa works with a little 
horse 

  D  Luisa’s parents set a good example by 
volunteering in the community 

 5. Which detail from the story must be included in a 
clear and complete summary?

  A The little horse’s name is Goldie 

  B Marla is comfortable working with horses 

  C Luisa decides to volunteer despite her fears 

  D  People healing from accidents may use equine 
therapy 

Test Tip
Include only the important plot points and 
major characters in the summary of a story  
Leave out less important characters and 
details the author includes to enhance the 
story 

 6. Which character should be included in a complete 
summary of the story? Choose all that apply.

  A Goldie’s trainer

  B Luisa’s parents

  C Luisa

  D Marla

  Write how you know.

 7. Is Goldie important to mention in a summary? 
Explain why or why not.

 8. Write a summary of the events in “Pot o’ Gold.”

Determine Theme and Summarize Text
Reading: Literature

Strategy
While reading, identify the main idea and then details that support the main  
idea  Underline the main idea and details or write them down  Use them to 
summarize the story 
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 1. Part A: The poet says that the public, or people, 
are like frogs. What type of figurative language is 
this an example of?

  A simile

  B metaphor

  C idiom

  D proverb

  Part B: Which sentence best explains your answer 
to Part A?

  A The words used make sense if taken literally 

  B  There is a message or theme about life and its 
meaning   

  C  A metaphor compares two unlike things to make 
a strong point 

  D  A simile compares two seemingly unlike ideas 
using the words like or as 

 2. Azim is writing a story about a baseball player 
who must make a choice. Should he stay in the 
minor leagues, where he is a star? Or should he 
move up to the major leagues? Choose the idiom 
that best describes what would happen if the 
character chooses to stay in the minor leagues.

  A He would have bigger fish to fry 

  B He would be like a fish out of water 

  C He would be a big fish in a small pond 

  D He would be fishing in troubled waters 

  Write how you know.

Understand Figurative Language
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the lines from “I’m Nobody ” Then, answer the questions 

I’m Nobody by Emily Dickinson

I’m nobody! Who are you?

Are you nobody, too?

Then, there’s a pair of us – don’t tell!

They’d banish us, you know 

How dreary to be somebody!

How public like a frog

To tell your name the livelong day

To an admiring bog!

Strategy Identify the meaning of figurative language and use it to bring more meaning to 
stories and poems  

Test Tip
Figurative language includes words and phrases that have meanings beyond  
their literal meanings  Similes use a comparison word, such as like or as  Use  
these words as clues to identify and interpret similes 
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 3. What type of figurative language appears in  
these lines?

  How do you know? 

DIRECTIONS: Read “Fog ” Then, answer the question  
that follows 

Fog by Carl Sandberg

The fog comes
on little cat feet 

It sits looking
over harbor and city
on silent haunches
and then moves on 

 4. Identify at least two ways that the fog is like a  
cat. Then, write a final sentence about how the 
comparison helps you understand or imagine  
fog better. 

Understand Figurative Language
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the lines from “Paul Revere’s Ride ” Then, answer the questions that follow 

From “Paul Revere’s Ride”
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

And the meeting-house windows, blank and bare,
Gaze at him with a spectral glare
As if they already stood aghast1

At the bloody work they would look upon 

1 aghast—horrified

Strategy While reading, find the meaning of figurative language by asking yourself which 
characters, events, or ideas are being compared  

Test Tip
Remember that metaphors, similes, and personification all compare seemingly 
different things to show how they are alike  First, identify what things are being 
compared  Then, ask: What do these things have in common?

CD-704685CI.indd   12 10/29/14   8:50 AM



Spectrum Test Prep Grade 5  English Language Arts
13

Name	 Date	

English	Language	Arts

Compare Characters, Settings, and Events
Reading: Literature

DIRECTIONS: Read the story  Then, answer the questions 

Test Tip Read all parts of the question first 

Strategy As you read, ask yourself Who? What? Where? When? How? and Why?  
questions  These details will help you compare characters, settings, and events 

Dark’s for Sleeping
 [1] BLAM!
 [2] Hayden jumped up from the sofa  [3] The storm rolling overhead had provided a 
lightning and thunder extravaganza, but this noise was different  [4] “Sounds like that 
bolt got the transformer,” Dad said, handing Hayden a flashlight  [5] “I suspect that we 
and our neighbors will be doing without power for a while, so we might as well turn in  
[6] As Grandpa Dale likes to say, dark’s for sleeping!” 
 [7] When Hayden woke in the morning, he heard Dad talking to Mom on the cell 
phone  [8] “I’m sure you’re enjoying lots of electricity at the conference,” he teased  [9] 
“No, don’t worry about us  [10] We’re fine  [11] See you when you get back!” [12] Dad 
hung up and turned to Hayden  [13] “The utility company reports that about six 
thousand homes are without power, and it’ll probably be tomorrow before the damage 
is fixed ” 
 [14] Hayden glowered  [15] He’d planned a perfect summer vacation day—playing 
video games, texting with friends, watching a favorite movie, and baking a homemade 
pizza  [16] “Oh, great—now I’ll be bored all day,” he whined  
 [17] “Not necessarily,” his dad said  [18] “Just ask yourself: What would Grandpa 
Dale have done on a summer’s day when he was about your age? [19] No one in the 
little Oklahoma town where he grew up had electricity, ever ” 
 [20] “I guess,” Hayden said, trying to recall his grandfather’s stories  

* * * * *

 [21] Twelve-year-old Dale settled onto the dusty porch with a sigh and a long 
stretch and watched the sun drop behind the grain silo  [22] Summer vacation wasn’t 
much of a vacation for a farm boy  [23] Mostly, it meant more chores and less quiet 
time to read and study, with just a bit of time left over for playing with his three 
brothers and three sisters  [24] Dale flexed his arms and legs and felt the satisfying 
soreness that follows a day well spent at work  [25] The chores were quickly 
transforming his skinny, boyish frame into that of a young man  [26] Now that dinner 
was cooked, eaten, and cleaned up, and now that the animals were fed and bedded 
down for the night and the laundry brought in from the line, Dale and his siblings could 
light the lanterns and enjoy some games while his parents chatted  
 [27] The sun sank, taking with it the worst of the heat, and night insects began to 
chirr and whirr—a restful and welcome sound  [28] “Come on, Dale,” called Darren, his 
older brother  [29] “Time for cards!” [30] The children played simple card games so that 
even the youngest sibling could have fun—and occasionally win  [31] Then, Darren 
took out Great Expectations, the Dickens novel they’d been reading, and read two 
chapters aloud  [32] By then, the younger children were yawning and rubbing their 
eyes, worn out by chores and heat and Darren’s droning voice  
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 1. Part A: In what way are the characters Hayden 
and Dale similar, according to the story’s details?

  A  Both like to have close contact with their friends 

  B  Both work hard during their summer school 
breaks 

  C  Both enjoy spending time with their brothers and 
sisters 

  D  Both find ways to make the best of challenging 
situations 

 

 Part B: Which details from the story support this 
comparison? Choose three.

  A Hayden planned to bake a homemade pizza 

  B  Dale sees that farm chores are making him strong 
and tough 

  C  Dale and Hayden are both about the same age 
during their stories 

  D  Hayden enjoys camping out in the backyard and 
visiting with his dad 

  E  Dale is glad that the boys have to sleep on the 
porch rather than in the house 

Compare Characters, Settings, and Events
Reading: Literature

 [33] “Dark’s for sleeping,” Mama reminded them softly, and she and Papa went 
inside to their room  [34] The three girls went to their cots in the family room, and the 
four brothers laid out pallets on the screened porch—they had the best of the sleeping 
arrangements, they thought, because whatever breezes blew cooled the porch more 
than the house  [35] A bit of joking around and “Move your big, smelly feet because 
mine go there!” went on before sleep settled in  [36] Another day of work awaited  

* * * * *

 [37] “Wow, what a different way to grow up,” Hayden thought that evening, as he 
rummaged about the closet, directing the flashlight’s beam toward where he was 
searching for a deck of cards  [38] He brought the deck into the den and held it up for 
his dad to see  
 [39] “Are you thinking what I’m thinking?” Dad said  
 [40] “Yep  You get the tent, and I’ll get the sleeping bags ” [41] In no time, they’d 
set up camp in the backyard, tying back the tent flap to catch the cool winds that the 
storm left behind when it finally rolled away to the south  [42] In the light of a halogen 
lantern, Dad shuffled the cards, and they talked contentedly about the coming school 
year  [43] Soon, Dad yawned  “I’m ready to call it a day,” he said, stretching out on his 
bag  
 [44] Just then, the lights flashed on in the house, and they heard the air conditioner 
grumble as it started to cool the stuffy rooms  [45] “What do you think?” Dad asked  
 [46] Hayden smiled, thinking of Grandpa Dale on the porch  [47] “Dark’s for 
sleeping,” he said, zipping the tent door closed and shutting his eyes  

Test Tip To learn about characters, find details about how they act, what they say  
and think, how they look, and what others say and do around them 

Strategy
Make a character web to organize what the character says, what  
the character does, and how the character feels  Repeat the process for other 
characters in the story and then compare the webs 
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 2. Which statement is true, as far as the story 
reveals, of all the characters?

  A They enjoy the company of family 

  B They expect to work hard each day 

  C They prefer playing cards to reading 

  D They tell stories of their younger days 

 3. What sound mentioned in the story might be 
heard in the setting of Hayden’s story but not in 
the setting of Dale’s story?

  A the shuffling of cards before a game 

  B the “grumble” of the air conditioner 

  C the sound of family members talking

  D the “whirr and chirr” of insects at night

 4. Explain how settings change from the paragraph 
that ends with sentence 20 and the paragraph 
that begins with sentence 21.

 5. Complete the chart with details from the passage. 
Underline the details that both settings share.

Hayden’s 
Setting

Dale’s Setting

Describe the 
environment 

Describe the 
things that 
provide 
entertainment 

Describe the 
places 
characters live 
and work 

Describe the 
time during 
which the 
characters live 

Test Tip
To organize a story’s events, record the 
events that form the beginning, middle, and 
end of the story  You can also record the 
events that introduce the problem in a story, 
develop that problem, and then resolve that 
problem 

Compare Characters, Settings, and Events
Reading: Literature

Strategy While reading, identify all settings in a story to understand why characters do  
what they do  Stories often have events that happen in more than one setting 

Strategy
A story’s setting includes details about where the story is set—the place,  
objects, the way people dress, and even sounds and smells  Settings also 
include details about the time—the year or period during which events occur, the 
season, and the time of day 
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 6. Which statement about a problem that must be 
solved is supported by the story?

  A  Hayden’s plans are spoiled by a strong summer 
storm 

  B  Dale’s family has a hard time enduring the 
summer heat 

  C  Hayden and Dale find the routine of summer days 
boring 

  D  Hayden’s mother is away at a conference during 
a power outage 

 7. Which two sentences are evidence that Hayden 
no longer feels concerned about the power 
outage?

  A Sentence 20

  B Sentence 37

  C Sentence 44

  D Sentence 47

 8. Hayden’s dad is a positive, happy person. Is this a 
fair inference to make? Explain why or why not.

 9. Which inference is supported in the ending of the 
story?

  A  The power outage helped Hayden become closer 
to his grandfather 

  B  Hayden’s dad was very worried and unhappy 
about the power outage 

  C  Spending time outdoors is something that was 
only done in the past 

  D  Electricity is the most important technology we 
have today 

 10. Characters from three generations have roles in 
the story. Use details from the story to describe 
what Hayden learns from other characters.

Compare Characters, Settings, and Events
Reading: Literature

Strategy
As you read, make inferences about what the characters think of each other   
Base these inferences on not only what they say and do, but also on what you 
already know from your own experience 
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