
Attention: Creative Writers!
It’s time for The third annual

RRC summer book contest!
Do you have a work of  historical fiction inside you waiting to be written? Here is a chance to see your book come to life! 

Write and illustrate an original piece of  historical fiction story using the specified kit from Lulu Jr.
Once you mail your book pages to the printer,  it takes about 2 weeks to get your hardcover

book sent to you.  You keep the book and we read a digital version from the publisher.

Hark! There’s More!
We at Rainbow Resource Center will have a contest for the best story in three age categories.

Each age bracket will have a First Place and Runner Up.
If  yours is chosen, you win an astounding prize!

Each participant will receive a $5 Dairy Queen gift card. 
First Place will receive a $250 cash prize.
Runner Up will receive a $100 cash prize.

One overall winner will be chosen to have their book published and sold by Rainbow Resource Center!

See our page of  guidelines for more dates and details along with a judging rubric we will use when reading and
evaluating your book. There’s just one important rule to mention... 

No Parents Allowed!
That’s right! YOU are creating this book on your own. Don’t ask them to check your spelling, YOU do it!

YOU will do your own revising and editing. YOU will draw your own pictures and write the dialog.
YOU will do all of  your revisions because this is YOUR summer project. 

To get your kit, search for item #062477 at www.rainbowresource.com.
We only have a limited quantity (500) available for $14.99 (50% off  retail!), 

and you will get free shipping on this item too!

We can’t wait to read your entries! Make yourself  proud and do your best!

-Sara Carothers
General Contest Connoisseur

-Ruth Tennis
Brigadier General of  Writing



Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Details for the 2017

RRC Summer Book Contest
The kit will be available for sale approximately March 10th on our website. This will be the official beginning date of  the contest.

We have a limited number of  500 kits to sell at $14.99 (item #062477), so get yours soon!

The contest is open to U.S. residents only. Lulu Lr. (the maker of  the contest kit) does not ship finished books to non U.S. addresses. 

You will receive free postal shipping (5-10 day delivery) on your purchase of  the kit.

Thoroughly plan and lay out your book before you transfer it to the pages in the kit. Be sure to stay within the marked page boundaries 
  Blank pages may be photocopied for practice or in case of  mistakes.

Traditional ar t medium can be used such as colored pencils and markers. No 3D art as pages must be flat, smooth, and easy to scan. 

If  you prefer a more text-heavy story, be sure to include a minimum of  one illustration per two-page spread.

Each kit makes one 7x9’’ book. One kit = one contest entry. Your book will have 18 story pages, a hard cover that you design, and an 
  ‘’About the Author’’ section on the back of  the book. 

All text must be hand-written. Practice your penmanship and go slowly! If  using pencil, be sure to make the text dark.

You have to use the postage paid envelope in your kit to mail your book pages to Lulu Jr. You cannot submit them online this year. 

When mailing your book pages to Lulu Jr, clearly label the envelope with “Rainbow Resource Center Book Contest 2017.”

Before you send your pages to the publisher, email your name, the tracking number at the bottom of  your order form, age, story title, 
  address, and phone number to Sara at scarothers@rainbowresource.com  Once this is received, you are officially entered into the 
  contest. 

The entry deadline is September 1, 2017. Your pages must be sent to Lulu Jr. and Sara must receive your entry email by this date.

The 3 age groups are as follows: 7-10, 11-14 and 15-18 year olds.

The overall winner will have their original book printed and sold by Rainbow Resource Center and a royalty stream will be created 
  for the young author. It can take up to one year for this process to be established.

We will contact our winners via phone by October 20th, 2017. The overall winner will be one of  the top 3 winners from the age brackets.

Read and understand the judging criteria shown on the rubric.  Print these pages out to guide you as you create and submit your book.

Follow all directions in the kit carefully and contact Sara, Ruth, or Lulu Jr.’s customer service with any questions along the way.
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Cover Page:
Cover page has the title, year, 
author’s/illustrator’s name, and 
a graphic or fancy lettering.

Cover page has the title, year, 
and author’s/illustrator’s name.

Cover page has the 3 of  the 4 
required elements.

Cover page has fewer than 3 of  
the required elements.

Introduction: First paragraph has a strong 
“grabber” or catchy beginning.

First paragraph has a
weak “grabber”

A catchy beginning was 
attempted but was confusing 
rather than catchy.

No attempt was made to catch 
the reader's attention in the 
first paragraph.

Focus on 
Assigned 

Topic:

The entire story relates to the 
assigned topic and allows the 
reader to understand much 
more about the topic.

Most of  the story is related to 
the assigned topic. The story 
wanders off  at one point, 
but the reader can still learn 
something about the topic.

Some of  the story is related
to the assigned topic, but a 
reader does not learn much 
about the topic.

No attempt has been made to 
relate the story to the assigned 
topic.

Neatness:

The final draft of  the story is 
readable, clean, neat and
attractive. It is free of  erasures
and crossed-out words. It looks 
like the author took great pride 
in it.

The final draft of  the story is 
readable, neat and attractive. 
It may have a few erasures, 
but they are not distracting. It 
looks like the author took some 
pride in it.

The final draft of  the story is
readable and some of  the 
pages are attractive. It looks 
like parts of  it might have been 
done in a hurry.

The final draft is not neat or 
attractive. It looks like the 
student just wanted to get it 
done and didn’t care what it 
looked like.

Organization:

The story is very well 
organized. One idea or scene 
follows another in a logical 
sequence with clear transitions.

The story is pretty well 
organized. One idea or scene 
may seem out of  place. Clear 
transitions are used.

The story is a little hard to 
follow. The transitions are 
sometimes not clear.

Ideas and scenes seem to be
randomly arranged.

Setting:

Many vivid, descriptive words 
and clues are given to tell the 
audience when and where the 
story took place.

Some vivid, descriptive words 
and clues are given to tell the 
audience when and where the 
story took place.

The reader can figure out when 
and where the story took place, 
but the author didn’t supply 
much detail.

The reader has trouble figuring 
out when and where the story 
took place.

Problem/
Conflict:

It is very easy for the reader to 
understand the problem the
main characters face and why it
is a problem.

It is fairly easy for the reader 
to understand the problem the 
main characters face and why it 
is a problem.

It is fairly easy for the reader 
to understand the problem the 
main characters face but it is 
not clear why it is a problem.

It is not clear what problem the 
main characters face.

Illustrations:
Original illustrations are 
detailed, attractive, creative and 
relate to the text on the page.

Original illustrations are 
somewhat detailed, attractive, 
and relate to the text on
the page.

Original illustrations relate to 
the text on the page.

Illustrations are not present OR 
they are not original.

Excellent Good Could 
Improve

Poor



Spelling and 
Punctuation:

There are no spelling or 
punctuation errors in the
final draft. Character and
place names that the 
author invented are spelled 
consistently throughout.

There is one spelling or 
punctuation error in the
final draft.

There are 2-3 spelling and 
punctuation errors in the
final draft.

The final draft has more than 3 
spelling and punctuation errors.

Solution/
Resolution:

The solution to the character’s 
problem is easy to understand, 
and is logical. There are no 
loose ends.

The solution to the character's 
problem is easy to understand, 
and is somewhat logical.

The solution to the character's 
problem is a little hard to 
understand.

No solution is attempted or it is 
impossible to understand.

Characters:

The main characters are named 
and clearly described in text as 
well as pictures. Most readers 
could describe the characters 
accurately.

The main characters are named 
and described. Most readers 
would have some idea of  what 
the characters looked like.

The main characters are 
named. The reader knows very 
little about the characters.

It is hard to tell who the main 
characters are.

Total Score: 44

Judge’s Notes:

Author:

Book Title:

Judge’s Initials:

Age 7-10

Age 11-14

Age 15-18



Characters
The people or creatures in a story. Usually there is a

protagonist (the main character) and optional antagonist

(the person/thing in conflict with the protagonist).

Example: Cinderella (Protagonist)
Wicked Stepmother (Antagonist)

Plot
Plot is the sequence of  events in a story. One event causes or leads

to the next event. Plot is often created through conflict.
Every story introduces the characters, setting, and conflict.

Rising action occurs as complications, twists, or conflicts intensify.
Climax is the emotional high point of  the story.

Falling action is the logical result after the climax.
Resolution presents the story’s final outcome.

Setting
Setting is the time and place of  the story’s action. 

Setting includes ideas, customs, values, and beliefs.

Example: ‘’Once upon a time in a far away kingdom, long
long ago.’’  The way Cinderella is treated implies that the
stepmother values her less than her biological daughters.

Conflict
A struggle between opposing forces.  An external conflict is one between a character and an outsideforce, such as another character or the environment.Internal conflict takes place within the mind or heart of  a characterwho is torn between opposing feelings or courses of  action.

Example: Cinderella’s stepmother won’t let her attend the ball(external conflict).

Resolution
How the main conflict or issue is solved.

This includes the falling action.

Example: Cinderella and Prince Charming are
married (falling action), and they live happily ever

after (resolution).

Theme
Theme is the central idea or message of  a story.

Stated themes are directly presented in a story.

Implied themes must be inferred by considering all the

story elements.

Example: The possible implied theme of  Cinderella is ‘’If  you are in

a bad situation, you should do the best that you can.  In the end,

things will work out for you.’’



The WritingProcess
Prewrite

Draft

Revise

Edit

Evaluate

Submit

Think about your story. Collect ideas; brainstorm about characters and scenarios,
and plan the narrative.

Quickly write your first round of  thoughts and ideas on scrap paper - not your
kit pages.

Change the things you don’t like, rework organization and details if  necessary.

Review and correct grammar, capitalization, spelling, and punctuation errors.

Reflect and assess what you’ve written. Repeat above steps as necessary.

When you’re completely satisfied, it’s time to send your kit pages to the publisher!

Write
Now that you have your content worked out, it’s time to carefully create your pages.


